A-159
[image: image1.png]


 Document A-159

Mashgiach watched cheese making from control room but didn’t add the rennet it 
July 2003

A company was in the process of making rennet casein with hashgachah temidis.  The Mashgiach placed the rennet into its tank and turned on the motor that feeds the rennet into the milk tank.  Unbeknownst to him, the motor malfunctioned right after he turned it on and milk began flowing into the rennet tank.  The plant personnel noticed this and without telling the Mashgiach they drained and refilled the rennet tank and restarted the pump.  At this point the Mashgiach—standing in the control room—was surprised to see that the screens said that rennet was being added and by the time he figured out what had occurred, ⅞ of the rennet had already been pumped into the milk vat.  The Mashgiach turned the pump off and restarted it to add the last ⅛ of the rennet to the tank.  


What is the status of the rennet casein?  It would seem that adding the last little bit of rennet is insufficient for us to consider that the Mashgiach put the rennet into the vat.  Thus, according to Shach 115:20 the rennet casein isn’t gevinas yisroel.  This leaves us with two questions:

1. May we rely b’dieved on Rema’s opinion (in 115:2) that cheese is considered gevinas yisroel if a Jew merely watches the cheese making?

2. The Mashgiach was standing in the control room where he could theoretically have seen the cheese vats but didn’t actually watch them.  However, he did carefully watch the control screens which indicate everything going on in and around the cheese vats.  Is this considered that the Jew “saw” the cheese making or not?


Rav Belsky ruled that we may b’dieved rely on Rema’s opinion
 and that watching the control screens is considered to be “watching” the cheese making.  He reasoned that the requirement to watch the cheese is to make sure that the non-Jews don’t add any non-kosher rennet into the cheese.  This goal is better accomplished by standing in the control room and watching the control screens than by mindlessly looking at a maze of tanks and pipes sitting seemingly unattended in a plant.  No meaningful actions are done at the tank and therefore it is pointless to “watch” the tanks; rather, watching what is going on in the control room is what gives the Jew control that the cheese or rennet casein is kosher and creates gevinas yisroel according to the Rema.

Rav Belsky read and signed this
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� See also Iggeros Moshe Y.D. III:16 who notes that the ikkar hadin follows Rema’s opinion. 


� See also Pri To’ar 115:7 s.v. gam who seems to support a similar type of “seeing” as acceptable according to the (accepted) opinion that holds that gevinas yisroel is required to make sure non-kosher rennet isn’t added into the cheese. 





