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Eggs from White Leghorn Chickens
' February 2004

The following resfunvos were written in response to a rumor that white leghorn chickens have been bred or
genetically modified to the point that they are considered a S7117 and non-kosher. The second teshinvall was
written by the person who first raised this issue in Israel a number of yvears ago and was involved in its
resolution at that time.
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Eggs from White Leghorn Chickens are Kosher

Rabbi Elimelech Lebowitz

The following was reprinted from
The Daf HaKashrus Volume 12 Issue #6

A rumor recently circulated that many eggs are no longer kosher. In the opinion of the
OU, there is no substance to these concerns. The following is a synopsis of the issues
surrounding this matter.

The Torah lists 24 forbidden species of fowl and all other birds are considered to be
kosher. [Nonetheless, due to the difficulty in identifying the non-kosher species, Rema
Y.D. 82:3 rules that one may only eat those birds which have an established mesorah as
being from a kosher species]. The Talmud (Chullin 59a and 65a) enumerates a number
of specific characteristics to distinguish permitted and forbidden birds—the most crucial
of which is that a dores, a predatory species of fowl, is not kosher. The Talmud clarifies
that one characteristic of a dores is that it perches with two fingers on each side of the
perch as opposed to kosher birds that place three fingers on one side of the perch and one
on the other side. These rulings are codified in Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 82:1-2.

A number of years ago, the issue was raised in Israel that the White Leghom breed of
chicken—commonly used for egg laying—appears to perch in the 2-2 formation, which
would scem to indicate that it is not kosher. The claim was made that although White
Leghorns have been accepted as kosher for decades, breeding and genetic modification
have cffectively converted White Leghorns into a non-kosher breed. If this was true, the
cges laid by White Leghorns would also be non-kosher (see Shulchan Aruch Y.D. §6:1).

At the time, the issuc was researched by the Badaiz of the Eidah HaChareidus of
Yerushalayvim, in consultation with a Rabbinic expert in this issue, Rabbi C.Y. Cohen.
and they concluded that there was no concern for the following reason.

As arule, White Leghorns perch in the 3-1 formation and only resort to the 2-2 formation
while in the process of settling onto a new perch or when they are forced to perch on a
slippery stick, crooked branch etc. The White Leghomn seemed to be uncomfortable and
unscttled in the 2-2 formation which indicates that this position is unnatural and
temporary. Similar patterns were observed in pigeons which are kosher birds that haven’t
been affected by genetic modification. In contrast, the researchers found that non-kosher
birds regularly choose to perch in the 2-2 formation and seem quite comfortable and
settled in that position. Based on this, the Badatz concluded that White Leghorns are
considered to be a species that perches in the 3-1 formation and there is therefore no
question that White Leghoms—and the eggs that come from them—are kosher.

Rumors about this issue resurfaced during the past few weeks. In response, a number of
Isracli Rabbis involved in the original discussion issued letters confirming their decision
that White Leghorns are a kosher species. An excerpt from one such letter, written by

Rav Meir Brandsdorfer Shlita, a Dayan at the Badatz of the Edah HaChareidus, is
reprinted below:
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In conclusion, a number of vears ago the issue was raised as to whe 1101 White Leghorn

chickens are kosher. At the time it was unanimously decided that those chickens, and the

cggs laid by them, are kosher. As such, the OU Poskim agree that 1 cre 18 no substance
to th cnt rumors that the common White Leghorn chicken eggs are non-kosher. In
fact. ﬂ ¢ 1006 kosher.



