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כותב- Writing
1. מדאורייתא- According to Biblical law, it is only prohibited to write to letters even not simultaneously and even not in the same location, providing that the two letters could potentially be brought together and read coherently. If one writes one letter on one wall and another on a different wall, it is not writing מדאורייתא since the two letters cannot be brought together. Writing one letter as an abbreviation is considered like writing two letters. According to some poskim, writing one letter on a carbon copy is tantamount to writing two letters. (כותב ומוחק).

2. Type of Writing- מדאורייתא one must write with a permanent substance (ink etc.) on a surface which it will last permanently (paper etc.).

3. מדרבנן- It is prohibited to write anything (even one letter) on any surface (even if is not permanent). It is also prohibited to write with any                           substance that one can write with, including food (e.g. chocolate syrup).

4. Engraving, Embossing- Are also considered forms of writing since they fashion letters as well. (ב"ה ד"ה  במשקין, (  ש"ע הרב ש"מ- ז).

5. Pictures- The act of drawing a picture also falls under the category of writing. This only refers to a meaningful picture and not simple doodling of lines.
6. Photos and Videos- Are considered forms of making a picture. (אג"מ ח"ד מ/י)

7. Molding- The act of creating a shape by making a sculpture etc. is also prohibited under the category of writing. (ח"א הל' יו"ט צ"ב/ג).

8. Fingerprints- are a form of making a meaningful picture and are considered writing. 

9. Marks- Making a mark which has meaning which will last is prohibited מדרבנן. However if the mark will not last it is permitted. E.g. one may make a fingernail mark in a book to remind him to correct that page. However, only making a mark is permitted, scratching out letters is prohibited. (ש"מ ה/כד)

10. Condensation- It is prohibited to write in the frost on the window. (ש"מ /כ)

11. Thermometer- It is prohibited to use a thermometer which illuminates the temperature when it’s put on the forehead, since this is temporary writing and is rabinnacly prohibited. (שש"כ מ/ב)

12. Whipped Cream- One may not make write a message on a cake with whipped cream.

13. Invisible Ink- One may not write with such ink even though there is no pigment right now. (ירושלמי שבת יב/ד)

14. Snow, Mud- One may not form sculptures with snow or mud. However, if on the bottom of ones shoe there are words one need not be concerned with the fact the words night be stamped into the mud or snow while walking on it. 

15. Already Formed Letters- It is permitted to take already made letters and place them next to each other to form a word. This however, only permitted if one does not attach the letters next to each other on a base. 

· Chocolate Letters- One may not take chocolate letters and place them on a cake to form a word because the cake is considered a base. 

· Magnetic Letters- One may not place magnetic letters on a board next to each other to form a word.

· Magna Doodle, Etch- a- Sketch- Should not be played with since the magnetic dust is sticking to a base to form letters.

· Combination Lock- which forms a word by arranging the combination is permitted, since the letters are already there.

16. Two Half Letters- It is prohibited to take two previously made half letters and join them together to form a letter, this is tantamount to writing the letter. 

· Ripped Book- If there are letters on the book that cannot be recognized without joining the other half, it is prohibited to place the two torn parts together. One need not specifically check to see if there are unreadable letters. (אג"מ יו"ד ח"ב/ע"ה)

· Puzzle- The prohibition of making half letters does not only apply to letters but to pictures as well (since a picture is also a form of writing. One should therefore not put together a jigsaw puzzle on shabbas. However, a young child may put a puzzle together since this issue is a מחלוקת. (שש"כ טז/כג)

· Stamped Book- A book which has words stamped on the edges of the pages may be opened and closed even though one is connecting half letters by doing so. The reason is, that since the book is made to be opened and closed it cannot be considered an act of writing each time (just as closing the house door is not considered an act of completing a wall on shabbas) (ש"מ /יז)

מוחק- Erasing
1. מדאורייתא- Since all of the 39 melachos are creative acts, the only way in which erasing is considered a creative act is if the erasing is done on the condition to write in its place. It can sometimes be considered a creative act if the result of the erasing is in itself a constructive act (e.g. one erases a little ink between a letter ches (ח) and automatically creates two zayins (ז). (ב"ה ד"ה המוחק)

2. מדרבנן- Even destructive erasing is prohibited. The general guidelines for the prohibition of erasing are the process of undoing anything which is considered writing (see kosaiv).

3. Erasing Ink- Even if one merely erases a smudge of ink it is considered erasing, because the prohibition of erasing is based upon preparing a surface for writing.

4. On Letters- If ink or any substance (wax, cholent) is obscuring letters, the prohibition of removing it is considered writing, because this act reveals letters and is tantamount to writing them. 

5. On a Blank Surface- It is prohibited to remove any sort of obstruction (ink, wax, dirt, cholent etc.) from a surface that one would use for writing on (e.g. paper etc.). It is permitted to remove ink from a surface that one does not use for writing (e.g. the table cloth, dishes, floor, edges of a bencher etc.). For this reason it is permitted to wash soiled hands even though skin is a suitable writing surface, since one normally doesn’t use it fir writing. 

6. Pictures- The prohibition of erasing letters applies equally to pictures. One may therefore not rip open a food package that has a picture on it. This prohibition only applies to a meaningful picture and not to decorative designs. E.g. one may cut into a cake that has curvy lines around the edges. If there are flowers there merely to add beauty and not to convey a particular message, this is not considered a meaningful figure and me be cut into.

7. Covering Letters- with any substance is a form of erasing the letter.

8. Cutting Letters- One must be careful when opening a food package not to rip any letters or pictures printed on it.

9. Cutting a Cake- which has letters written on it may be dealt with in one of the following fashions:

· Between the Letters- is permitted even though one is braking up a word.

· Previously Cut- If one cut the cake between the letters before shabbas one may remove the pieces from the cake on shabbas.

· Biting Directly- into letters which are written of food is permitted because eating cannot be considered an act of erasing. (ש"מ /יז).

· Embossed- If letters or pictures are baked into the actual food (e.g. crackers with a name stamped into it) it is permitted to break the   letters even without biting into it. (ש"מ /טו)

· Shaped Food- Food which is baked etc. in the shape of a picture or letter may be broken. (שש"כ יא/ח)

10. Stamped Book- A book which has letters stamped on the outside edges may be opened and close and it is not considered erasing and writing each time it is opened and closed. The reason is, since this is the purpose of the book, it cannot be considered an act of creation and destruction of letters each time. One should preferably not use such a book if another one of its kind is available. (ש"מ /יח)

11. Toilet Paper and Paper Towels- that have writing or pictures on them may be used even if the printing might get destroyed. 

12. Opening a Paroches- that has two vertical panels with a letter continuing on one of the panels to the other, should preferably not be used on shabbas since each time it is opened it is considered to be erasing the letter. (אג"מ ח"ד מ/כב)

13. Smoking on Yom Tov- Even though smoking burns up the paper and erases a writing surface and even erases letters sometimes it is not considered an act of erasing, since there is no surface left in the end, it can’t be considered preparing a writing surface. (רשז"א)

