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קושר – Tying
1. Definition- The process of binding two items by means of a knot.

2. Biblical Law- There is a מחלוקת regarding what constitutes a halachic knot on a biblical level. According to Rashi, the characteristic of the knot has to be that it has permanence (i.e. will last indefinitely). According to Rambam it must be classified as a professional knot and must be permanent. Practically, we take the stringencies of both opinions which prohibits a permanent knot even though it is not permanent. 

3. Rabbinical Law- Even a non-professional knot that is not temporary (see below for definition on temporary) is prohibited. The only knot that is permitted to make on shabbas is a non-professional temporary knot.

4. Profeesional Knot/ קשר של אומן- This includes any knot that takes a level of skill to create. E.g. a sailors knot, fisherman’s knot, surgeons knot, tefilin knot, tzizis knot etc. This knot is referred to as a קשר של אומן. Since we are no longer proficient in knowing exactly what constitutes a professional knot, we assume a stringent attitude that any knot that is very tight might be a professional knot

5. Double Knot/ קשר ע"ג קשר- Since a double knot is a very tight knot if pulled with strength, we are stringent to give it the laws of a professional knot. Therefore, one may not tie his shoes in a double knot even for temporary purposes. (רמ"א-א)

6. One Knot On Itself/ קשר בראשו של חוט- One may not take a string and tie a single knot on itself, because this too is a very strong knot and we must suspect that it might be considered a professional knot just like a double knot.

7. Non-Professional Knot/ קשר של הדיוט- It is permitted to make a non-professional knot on shabbas. However, this is only if it is for temporary use (as explained below). There are two types of non-professional knots; a bow on top of a tie/ עניבה ע"ג קשר, i.e. the way one normally ties his shoelaces is a bow on top of a knot The second is a wrapping on top of a knot/ כריכה ע"ג קשר which is also only permitted for temporary use.

8. Single Knot- A single knot is halachicly not considered a knot and may be made even for unlimited period of time.

9. Wrapping/ כריכה- One may wrap string even tightly around something for an unlimited period of time since this does not constitute a knot whatsoever.

10. Slip Knot, Bow/ עניבה- If one merely ties a bow without making an original knot under it, this does not constitute a knot at all. A slipknot is considered a bow since it can be pulled out with one hand and may be fashioned even permanently.

11. Loose Double Knot- a loosely tied double knot is not considered a professional knot and may be tied on shabbas.

12. Temporary Use- There is a מחלוקת with regards to what is considered temporary. One view is that if the knot will be untied up until 24 hrs. it is considered a temporary knot. Another view permits up until seven days. We follow the stringent view of 24 hrs. except under extraneous circumstances/ שעת הדחק we may rely on the view that permits this knot even if it will last up until seven days (this usually applies to untying knot that has been there for more than 24 hrs). As we mentioned, a non-professional knot may only be made for temporary use.

 Tying Shoes- Some people that have tie shoes merely slip them on and off leaving them tied for extended periods. Such a person may not tie or untie his shoes on shabbas since for him this is not considered a temporary knot. One may not make a double knot even if one plans to undo the knot that day.

 Garbage Bag- One may not tie that bag with a bow on top of a knot since the bag is going to stay tied forever when he throws it in the garbage. One may similarly not gather the bag and make a knot on itself.  One may gather the two sides and tie one knot. A slipknot may also be made. 

 Outfit Strings- It is common on women’s outfits or hats that there is a lace or string that needs to be tied. If the normal conduct is to leave that knot tied for more than 24 hrs, one may not make a bow on top of a knot and certainly not a double knot. One may make a loose double knot that will surely become undone (as explained below in matir). This is also common with slippers etc. where the bow tied in the front is only an adornment and is not undone within 24 hrs.

 Baby Bumper- One should not tie a baby bumper to the crib on shabbas since this knot is left there permanently.

 Sefer Torah- When doing gelilla (wrapping) of the torah, if the sefer  torah is not going to be used that day, one should not tie the rope with a bow on top of a knot and certainly not a double knot One should wrap the rope around and tuck in the ends.

 Neck Tie: The average neck tie which when one slips on the shorter end of the tie, the rest unravels by itself, may fashioned on shabbas even if slipped off without untying the knot. Some tie knots are made in a way that even after slipping off the short end a knot remains that must be undone, such a knot may not be made if it will not be untied within 24 hrs.

 Twisty Ties- According to many poskim, a twisty tie may not be used by twining it around something because this constitutes a form of making a knot. One may, however, wind it around by making only one twist. Another alternative is to wrap the twisty tie around the package without twisting at all, this does not constitute a knot whatsoever. 

13. Circumstances One May Be Lenient:
 Within 24 Hrs: In cases of necessity one may rely on the view that a knot which will be undone within 24 hrs cannot be considered a professional knot and therefor a double knot cannot be considered a professional knot. E.g. If a child’s shoelaces are constantly becoming untied, one may tie them in a double knot with intention to untie them within 24 hrs.

 Within 7 Days: Since it is a מחלוקת if a knot is considered permanent more than 24 hrs or up until 7 days, in cases of necessity or in cases regarding a mitzva (i.e. tying the gartel around the sefer torah) one may rely on this view and tie a non-professional knot even if it will only be untied within 7 days. 

מתיר- Untying
1. Definition- The process of untying anything, which is halachically, considered a knot (see koshair for details).

2. Professional Knot- may not be untied on shabbas under any circumstances.

3. Double Knot, Single Knot on a String- may not be untied unless under  one of the following circumstances:

 Physical Distress- If one is experiencing pain or discomfort as a result of one of these knots, it may be untied provided that it has not been tied for more than seven days. E.g. If shoelaces were tied in a double knot and one wants to go to sleep, he may untie this knot as not to have to sleep with his shoes. If an outfit has laces that were tied in a double knot very tight and is causing discomfort, it may be untied.

  Mitzvah- One may untie a Rabbinically prohibited knot if it is for the purpose of performing a mitzvah. E.g. If one needs to untie the gartel of a sefer torah that has been tied for more than seven days. If a sefer is tied in a string with a double knot, it may be untied. 

 Accidentally- If one tied a permissible knot (i.e. knot on top of a bow, single knot, slipknot) and it accidentally got knotted into a double knot, one may untie this knot on shabbas. Since it is only a stringency to consider a double knot a professional knot, we a lenient when it happened by accident.

 Bought Items- There is a view which permits a double knot that was tied around a package of food or any other bought item. The reasoning is that since the whole intention of the knot was only so that it should last until the consumer brings it home, it is considered a temporary knot.

4. Bow, Slipknot, One Knot, Double Bow- It is permitted to untie these knots on shabbas since they are not halachically considered a knot. A bow with a rubber band on top is still only considered one knot and may be untied on shabbas.

