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 Precision Cutting- מחתך
1. Definition- The action of precisely cutting any material to an exact desired measurement. In the mishkan, they would cut leather precisely for the various coverings that they needed in the mishkan.
2. Types of Precision Cutting- The prohibition of mechataich applies in one of the following ways. Either one has specific measurements required for the use of an object and measures its exact dimensions (inch by inch) to cut it. Another type of precision cut is if one needs to shorten or lengthen an object to fit his particular usage. E.g. If one has a straw that needs to be cut down to size to suit a young child, and the measurement must be exact. Chiseling down a piece of cork so that it fits into a bottle. Cutting a piece of material to exactly cover a window. Cutting a piece of silver foil to fit something exactly.
3. Precision for Convenience- There is a dispute as to whether if someone precisely cuts something merely for convenience sake but does not necessarily care if the object is a certain size, if this constitutes מחתך. E.g. Opening a bottle cap and the ring gets exactly cut to a certain size, one wouldn’t care how large the cap is, and is merely cutting it like this because it’s the easiest way to open it. Many poskim argue on this concept and forbid such acts even though it is only for convenience sake. It is therefor preferable to abide by the stringent opinion.
 Soda Cans- The same argument applies when opening a soda can where an exact cut is made where the tab breaks open the can.
 Tissue Box- The perforations on the outside of a tissue box where one opens the box is subject to the above dispute.
 Attached Yogurts- Two yogurts that are attached at one side may only be opened according to one opinion since an exact cut is made.
 Toilet Paper- Under circumstances in which it is permitted to use toilet paper (see hilchos קורע) cutting the paper on the perforations is subject to the above dispute.
 Safety Seals- Most safety seals have a perforated line where it opens easily. One must take the above dispute into account. In short, any scenario where one is cutting on perforations, the above dispute is applicable. 
4. Food Items- Even if one cuts food to a specific size it is not subject to the prohibition of mechataich. This is because only something that is fitting to be a lasting vessel is subject to this prohibition, for that was the application in the mishkan. Food is inherently not something that is made to last and cannot be considered a vessel. E.g. One may cut chocolate into exact squares to hand out to children. However, if one cuts a slice carrot to an exact size to stuff up a hole in a vessel, this is prohibited, since the food will last in the context of the vessel it is in.
5. Food With Wrapper- If one cuts a stick of margarine on the line which delineates an exact teaspoon etc. even though מחתך does not apply to food items, however, it does apply to the wrapping which is being cut together with it. However, if one merely is cutting it with the wrapper to remove the food and has no intention of using the wrapper to contain the contents, it is permitted to cut it exactly (רשז"א). If one cuts a popsicle with its wrapper, if one intends to use the wrapper to hold the popsicle or store the popsicle, it is prohibited to make an exact cut.
6. Disposable- Even cutting something precisely that is disposable is prohibited if the object could potentially be a vessel that will last. (רשז"א)
מעבד- Tanning/Salting

1. Definition- The action of processing hides, bringing it closer to a finished product. Any method of preserving, stretching, salting etc. the leather which helps finish the leather is prohibited.

 Softening Shoes- One should not deliberately bend the back of his shoe in and out in order to soften the leather making it more comfortable to wear.

 Shoe Tree- is permitted to use on shabbas if the purpose it to maintain the present shape of the shoe and not to stretch the shoe.

 Oiling Shoes- is prohibited since this is part of the finishing process of leather.

2. Tanning Food- In Biblical law the prohibition of tanning does not apply to food items (אין עיבוד באוכלין). However, the Rabbis forbade tanning certain food items for various reasons. According to Rashi, the prohibition is because the act of salting vegetables looks like a tanning process because the salt alters the quality of the actual food similar to the tanning process. According to Rambam, the act looks like marinating which is prohibited because it looks like cooking where the quality of the food is altered by heat and in this case by salt (כובש כבשים).

 Cucumber Salad- It is prohibited to add cucumbers to vinegar based cucumber salad because the cucumbers are being marinated.

3. Salting Vegetables- The Rabbinical prohibition of tanning foods applies to salting vegetables only, because salt has the ability to make the vegetable “sweat” which is very similar to the tanning process. However , the Rabbis only forbade this under the following conditions:

 Marinatable Vegetable- The prohibition of salting vegetables on shabbas only applies to a vegetable the one sometimes marinates, only then the act of salting appears to look like tanning or marinating. E.g. Cucumbers, whole tomatoes (or cherry tomatoes) where as sliced tomatoes are not marinated, beets, carrots etc. Regular lettuce is not marinated and is not subject to the prohibition of salting.
 One Vegetable- One may salt one vegetable and eat it unless his intention is to let it sit there until it “sweats” out its juices. However, one may not salt many vegetables one at a time and put them on a plate, only one may be salted and immediately be eaten.
 Dipping & Eating- One may dip one vegetable into salt at a time and eat the vegetable after salting
4. Cooked Foods- The prohibition of salting vegetables does not apply to cooked foods since the salt has no changing affect to a cooked food.

5. Adding Ingredients- It is permissible to salt vegetables on shabbas if one adds other dressing ingredients to the vegetables. E.g. If one adds vinegar, oil, lemon juice, or any salad dressing. The other ingredients offset the affect of the salt and it is therefor permitted to salt in this fashion.

6. Sugar- A food which is normally sugared instead of salted, may not be sugared in shabbas since in this case the sugar has the same affect as the salt. 

7. Salt Water- There is rabbinical prohibition of making salt water on shabbas because it looks like a preparatory act to marinating something. It is permitted, however, to make a small quantity of salt water provided that it is not too concentrated with salt. The permitted ratio is two parts salt to one part water. E.g. If one forgot to make the salt water on Pesach night, it must be done in the above fashion. 

