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    תופר- Sewing
1. Definition- The process of joining two separate entities with any means of joining them. This includes glue, tape, staples etc.

2. Temporary Sewing- There is a מחלוקת if the איסור of תופר applies even if one is doing so with intention to “unsew” the item within 24 hrs. We are lenient in certain cases as we will see below.

3. Buttons- Is not considered תופר since it is made to be closed and unclosed it is not a melacha (דרך תשמישו- it is made to do this).

4. Tape- Some poskim maintain that tape is similar to buttons. Since it is a מחלוקת we are lenient to allow it for temporary use (within 24 hrs).

5. Safety Pins- Is a מחלוקת if it is תופר at all, the אג"מ maintains that the two items don’t become one entity even after the safety pin. Since it is a מחלוקת, we are lenient to use it with intent to remove it within 24 hrs.

6. Velcro, Zippers- Are similar to buttons and are not תופר.

7. Diapers- Are like tape and is permissible if removed within 24 hrs. Practically, one should make sure not to tape the tabs to the sides of the diaper while disposing of it since the tape will remain there more than 24 hrs.

8. Band-Aids- Are like tape and must be removed within 24 hrs. Practically, one should not fasten the band aid by wrapping it around the finger on itself, rather on a diagonal or horizontally, so that when disposing of it, the band aid is not taped to itself.

9. Magnet- R’ Elyashiv maintains that one should not use a magnet for extended use (24 hrs.).

10. Suction Cup- May be used for temporary use within 24 hrs. ((שש"כ יא/מא.

11. Jewelry Pin- May be used since it is removed within 24 hrs.

12. Loose Button- One may not tug on the string to tighten the button since this is “sewing” the button to the garment.

13. Loose Thread- One may not pull a loose thread which tightens two sides of a garment. 
קורע- Tearing
1. Definition- The act of destroying a bond between two porous materials. E.g. ripping paper, ungluing a wrapper which is stuck onto a soda bottle etc. However, breaking glass (and similar hard materials) does not fall under the category of קורע, since it cannot be considered “ripping”. 

2. Torah Prohibition- קורע is only in a fashion in which the act of tearing is a preparatory act to re-sew the material, or any other creative purpose- קורע ע"מ לתפור (since all of the 39 מלאכות are creative activities). E.g. tearing a rip in a garment so that it can be re-sewn in a proper fashion, tearing toilet paper so that one can use that piece of paper etc.

3. Rabbinic Prohibition- Any sort of ripping even for destructive purposes is rabinically prohibited.

4. Application- One may not undue any bond between two items, whether glued, taped, stapled or any other fashion.

5. String- The melacha of קורע does not apply to cutting string, since string is not repaired with any act of sewing rather with tying a knot, it is not subject to קורע. This is because the melacha of קורע  is dependent on the melacha of תופר- sewing in that in the mishkan the whole act of tearing was only a preparatory act to resew the material. (חותלות שי"ד בבה"ל ד"ה) E.g. If a cake is wrapped in a string, one may cut the string. One may cut a price tag etc. which is attached with a string. A new pair of gloves attached with string or plastic rope may be cut on shabbas.

6. Unintentionally Attached- If the materials were attached unintentionally, there is no prohibition of קורע. E.g. Pages of a bencher were attached with a piece of cholent (not covering the letters) may be detached. (ס"ק מ"ה   (ש"מ מ"ב
7. Shabbas Need- Since tearing in a destructive manner is only rabbinicly prohibited, they waived the restriction regarding a genuine shabbas need. E.g. one may tear a food wrapper in a way which destroys the wrapper. This extends not only to actual food but even to obtaining plastic plates, napkins, medicine, sanitary pads, diapers and the like. It does not apply to opening a letter which one wants to read for enjoyment.

8. Disposable Wrappers- Some poskim maintain that a disposable wrapper like a bag of potato chips etc. which is thrown away after it is opened,  need not be destroyed upon opening (שש"כ ט/ד). Others maintain that even in these wrappers should only be opened if destroyed upon opening.

9. Toiler Paper- Since tearing in a destructive fashion is only prohibited rabinically, the sages waived this prohibition for the sake of human dignity. Therefore, if someone is stuck without toilet paper, one may rip the toilet paper, however one should try not to rip it in the perforations and the ripping should be done in an abnormal fashion .
