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Kovush on davar charif (pure vinegar or hot pepper)

August 1999 


It takes 24 hours for flavor to be absorbed into a utensil via kovush unless the liquid in question is brine which becomes kovush after 6 minutes.
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 follows Mishnah Berurah 447:71 who accepts the opinion of Shach
 that vinegar does not have the stringency associated with brine.
  Rabbi Coleman asked if a davar charif (pure vinegar or hot pepper) has the halacha of brine or of other liquids?


Rav Belsky said that there is no basis to say that any liquid other than brine becomes kovush in less than 24 hours.  In fact, Magen Avraham writes that Shulchan Aruch is only machmir regarding strong vinegar and Mishnah Berurah rules that we are not machmir for Magen Avraham.  Thus, even the sharpest foods do not become kovush in less than 24 hours.
  

Rav Belsky and Rav Schachter

 read and signed this

� Shulchan Aruch 105:1 as explained by Darchei Teshuvah 69:236 & 105:42.


� Shach 105:2 as opposed to Shulchan Aruch ibid. and Magen Avraham 447:28.


� See � M-1:29f & X-1:36.


� See also � X-1:36.
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