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Chazarah into an oven or warmer
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Rav Belsky said that one may do chazarah into an oven (or warmer) if the bottom is covered, so as to render it garuf v’katum, and the other conditions of chazarah are met.
  Rav Schachter argued that Shulchan Aruch 253:2 specifically rules that chazarah is not permitted into an oven (and may only be done onto the top) even if the other conditions of chazarah are met.
  At first glance, it would appear that Rav Schachter is clearly right, but further investigation showed the following:

Shmiras Shabbos K’hilchaso and Minchas Yitzchok
 say that chazarah into an oven is forbidden, based on the aforementioned halacha, and Iggeros Moshe
 appears to share this opinion.
  

On the other hand, Shevet HaLevi
 is lenient, and Rabbi Eider
 reports that Rav Aharon Kotler was also of that opinion.  They offer two reasons for being lenient:

1. Rema 253:2 says that the custom is to follow Ran who holds that chazarah is even permitted into an oven.  

However, Mishnah Berurah 253:67 explains that the reason Rema himself is reticent to rely on this leniency – and therefore concludes וטוב להחמיר – is because Beis Yosef, Magen Avraham and many others hold that even Ran doesn’t permit chazarah into an oven.  Furthermore, Mishnah Berurah continues that the custom can be justified because chazarah of the cholent into the oven is done on Shabbos morning when the oven has already cooled to the point that it can’t heat the food to yad soledes bo (and therefore the restrictions of chazarah don’t apply).  This rationale doesn’t apply to a modern oven or warmer, where the thermostat guarantees that it is very hot throughout the entire Shabbos.
  Thus, it’s not so clear that one should rely on Rema/Ran.   
2. Magen Avraham 253:22 cites Shiltei Giborim as saying that ובכירות שלנו שהן פשוטות, תוכה ועל גבה א' הן, ומותר.  Aruch HaShulchan 253:17 understands that this refers to ovens where all cooking is done on the inside, and that in such cases there’s no difference between תוכן and על גבן and one may do chazarah to the inside of the oven.  The rationale for this halacha is that the reason chazarah into an oven is forbidden is because it is the choice to put the food into the hotter part of the oven which gives the impression that the person is cooking (i.e. מיחזי כמבשל).  Therefore, chazarah may only be done to the less-hot area of the oven (i.e. on top).  But if all parts of the oven are equally hot, one may even do chazarah into the oven.

However, Mishnah Berurah 253:58 says that Shiltei Giborim is referring to a stovetop where all of the cooking is done on the top and there is no “inside”, and (only) in that case one may do chazarah to this cooking utensil because it has no “תוך” to speak of.  Sha’ar HaTziun 253:53 notes that his understanding of Shiltei Giborim is based on the wording of Shiltei Giborim, and the following full quote of Shiltei Giborim (Shabbos 17b in the ריא"ז section) does seem rather convincing:

ונראה בעיני שלא אסרו להחזיר בתוכה אלא בכירה שיש לה תוך וחלל כעין תנור, אבל הכירות שלנו שהן פשוטות ואין להן תוך וחלל, הרי תוכה ועל גבה אחד, ומותר להחזיר בה [ועל גבה].
Thus, according to Mishnah Berurah, Magen Avraham isn’t a basis for allowing chazarah into an oven.

Minchas Yitzchok bring up, and rejects, a third reason to be lenient:

3. Magen Avraham
 says that if the pot isn’t put onto the floor of the oven, that’s treated as being “on” the oven rather than “in” it.  In addition, Chayei Adam
 says that if the pot is on another pot which is the floor of the oven, that’s also considered to not be “in” the oven.  If so, it should be permitted to put the food onto a blech or pot which is on the oven floor.  However, Minchas Yitzchok rejects this because Chazon Ish 37:9 explains that if the entire chamber is equally hot (as in our ovens), its considered “in” the oven even if its put on top of a pot.
 
In summary – some Acharonim say that one may do chazarah into an oven if the other conditions of chazarah are met, and cite sources to this position from Rema and Magen Avraham.  Others are machmir because Rema himself indicates that way, the rationale for Rema may not apply in our ovens, and because Mishnah Berurah offers an alternate understanding of Magen Avraham.
ועדיין נראה טפי שצ"ל הדין שאסור.
צ.ש.

� In saying this, he was dismissing the notion that since the fire in an oven is (always) “covered”, it is automatically considered garuf v’katum; rather, we say that garuf v’katum means that it must be covered more than it usually is during cooking.


� Rav Schachter also referenced Mesorah volume 7 page 15 where he discussed this issue.


� Shmiras Shabbos K’hilchaso I:17 and Minchas Yitzchok III:28:a.


� Iggeros Moshe O.C. IV:74 questions 26-27 in the bishul section.


� See the final footnote for a possible explanation for why Iggeros Moshe permits chazarah into an oven which has a full insert.


� Shevet HaLevi III:48.


� Halachos of Shabbos, Volume 2 page 354 footnote 963.  He says as follows:


שמעתי בשם מו"ר הגר"א קטלר זצ"ל שלתנורים שלנו מותר להחזיר, וטעמו דעיקר בישול שלהם היה בתוכו לפיכך יותר מיחזי כמבשל מעל גביו, משא"כ בשלנו על גביו הוא כמו בתוכו, לפיכך התיר להחזיר בתוכו בתנאי חזרה.  אבל דעת הגרמ"פ שליט"א לאסור וכ"כ בתשובה בסוף הספר (אות ל"ב ד"ה סברת) "שיש גם בתוכה דין כירה, שמותר לשהות ולא להחזיר" אבל אמר דבלעך שיש משימים בתוך תנורים לפסח שמכסה מכל הצדדין [אם אינם משתמשים בחול, כגון אלו העושים כן מצד כשרות] מהני לזה וכ"כ בתשובה שם ד"ה ובלעך.  


[וטעם מו"ר הגר"א קטלר זצ"ל שהתיר חזרה בלא בלע"ך בתוך התנור כיון שכסו את הכפתורים שבהם מגביהים האש שלדעתו הוא עיקר דין הבלע"ך (כמ"ש לעיל בהערה תת). ולא אבין, דהא ניחא לענין שהייה מהני כיסוי על הכפתורים, דגרוף וקטום לשהייה משום גזירה שמא יחתה ובכפתורים מכוסים א"א לחתות, אבל לגבי חזרה דגו"ק גם משום מיחזי כמבשל בעינן היכר בגוף האש ואיך מהני כיסוי על הכפתורים לזה].


� One could, however, stubbornly argue that once Chazal didn’t forbid chazarah into an oven on Shabbos morning (since it is usually not so hot) it remains permitted even if the rationale no longer applies.


� Magen Avraham 253:22 brought in Mishnah Berurah 253:58.


� Chayei Adam, Shabbos 20:14 and Nishmas Adam ad loc.


� However, it may be that Magen Avraham is the source for the ruling of Iggeros Moshe cited earlier that chazarah is permitted into an oven if there is a full insert – the inside of the insert isn’t as hot as the rest of the oven (and isn’t the “floor” of the oven) and therefore food may be put into it.
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