Pas Akum

The חז"ל instituted a decree that Jews cannot eat bread made by a non-Jewish person. The reason for this decree was in order to prevent the Jews from assimilating with gentiles which would lead to intermarriage. Therefore the rabbis decreed that we do not eat food that was cooked by them and forbade eating their breads.


However, the decree was lifted over time. There are explanations for this, some explain that the decree of not eating bread baked by a goy was not accepted by all of klal yisroel and was a decree that was too hard to keep, and therefore the rabbis amended the original decree and allowed the use of goyish bread. Others explain that since bread is a food that is most essential for life, the rabbis removed the decree.


 There is a dispute; however, when they allowed bread under what circumstances did they allow a Jew to eat it. Some say that it was only permitted in a place where Jewish bread is not so available. Others hold that only in a field one is permitted to eat such bread but not in a city. The מחבר held that it is אסור to eat pas akum if there is pas yisroel available. The רמ"א held that even if pas yisroel is available, still one can eat pas akum. The reason for this is 
