shalom rav grossman
I must say I really enjoy getting the daf I usually print it out and bring it to yeshiva to show other people but this time I noticed there is a beautiful picture of a sunset there, the gemara in avodah zorah 43b learns out from a posek in last weeks parsha shemos 20:20 that there is an issur to draw a picture of the sun, this halacha is brought in yoreh deah 141:4 therefore I was wondering if you can ask the ou poskim if there is a problem to print the daf hakashrus, or is there even a problem to view it on my computer being that by opening it I am drawing a picture of the sun

thank you very much
yitzchak winkler
Dear Yitzchak:

Rabbi Gersten who works with the OU Poskim told me there is no issue because the full sun is not shown. Look at Darchei teshuva 141 S’K 38. If I hear anything more from Rav Belsky I’ll bli neder let you know. 
I may want to print your question in The daf with a response. Is that okay? Where do you live and what yeshiva do you go to?
Best.
Rabbi Yosef Grossman
Dear rabbi grossman

I am from the mir in yerushlayim I was part of the ou interns this 

past summer

sure you can print it in the next daf
any way you can tell rabbi gersten that in the darki teshuva s"k 51 he 

clearly is saying it is ussur (in s"k 38 he is not that clear) also see 

minchas yitzchak chelek 10 siman 72, kuna bosem chelek 3 siman 51

It seems that my explanation was not understood. Let me explain.
There is a difference between drawing a sliver of moon as it appears in 

the sky and a moon that is missing a piece. If one draws a banana shaped sliver then they are drawing the visible moon and this is forbidden. Although there is some discussion on this point too as brought in D.T. 38 many including the Maharit 35 disagree and clearly state that a moon sliver is forbidden. However if 
one is poches the tzurah, that is to say they cut a chunk out of the moon so that it no longer resembles the way the moon appears in the sky then this is permitted.
The sun as depicted in the picture on the front of the Daf Hakashrus is 

not a complete picture of the sun. Although one can argue that this is the way the sun appears in the sky when blocked by a cloud, then similarly one can argue that being poches any tzurah is not effective because that is also the way it appears when partially blocked. For example if you chop off the arm of a statue of a man this is also the way the man appears when his arm is blocked by a box etc...
The truth is at first I told Rabbi Grossman not to mention the Darchei 

Teshuva 38, because I was afraid it would be misleading, but then I relented because I thought it only fair to give some sort of Mareh makom. I hope this has made it a little clearer.

Rabbi Eli Gersten
Rabbinic Coordinator
212-613-8222-phone 212-613-0742-fax
Gerstene@ou.org
thanks for the explanation but that really only applies to a moon the 

darki teshuva in s"k 51 clearly  includes a half a sun there is no 

other way to make a half a sun besides being poches the tzurah and 

still he brings it is ussar (you either put it behind clouds at the end 

of the page or draw only half)

I do not think this is correct.

The Mkor mayim Chaim is actually based on a Pnei Yehoshua in Rosh Hashana. The Pnei Yehoshua is only discussing moons and he says that slivers of moons are assur because this is the way it appears in the sky. Although the Mkor mayim chaim includes suns, perhaps he includes them because during an eclipse they appear as crescents, or perhaps it was a plitas hakulmas. 

Look in the Ran A.Z. that says explicitly that being poches the tzura of a sun and moon helps. 
Clouds are not in the marom and they are permitted to be drawn. They are no different then buildings. The moon or sun in the marom never appears in the shape depicted on the Daf Hakashrus.  

Also Ayin Tzitz Eliezer 9:44:8 that brings an opinion that it is only prohibited if you draw the sun or moon to the size that it appears in the sky. Though I am not relying on this opinion, I just thought it was interesting to share.

Rabbi Eli Gersten
Rabbinic Coordinator
212-613-8222-phone 212-613-0742-fax
Gerstene@ou.org 
where is the ran please

agav if you want rabbi belsky is quoted here (footnote 72) assuring a sun on the corner of page

In the daily halacha discussion By Rabbi Neustadt he says that this is permissible (partially blocked by cloud) and he brings as his source Harav Nissim Karelitz (Avodas Melech pg 337)! as well as Shevet Halevi 7:134.

I do not have the sefer Avodas Hamelech so you can let me know who is quoting him correctly.

I looked up the Am HAtora from Rabbi Faulk he only writes b’derech efshar that it should be forbidden though he brings no source, and is making an obvious mistake. He assumes that clouds are in the marom and they are not. The sun never appears in the marom in that form and the fact that they are blocked by a cloud is equivalent to being blocked by a building or anything else for that matter and is inconsequential. 

The Ran is on pg. 19a (dapei harif) about half way down the page line starting with word Adam… v’tzarich lidchak d’lav tzuras adam hava ella tzuras echad mimishamshim shebimador hatachton…

As far as quoting Rav Belsky I will hopefully ask him. 

Rabbi Eli Gersten
the quote from rav karelitz is correct

if you want in the am hatorah 3:7 page 95 quotes rav moshe to assur also the other mare mokom that the mekor mayim chayim is quoting the 

mishnas chacomim (siman 18 tsfnas punach 8) also says sun

First of all I showed Rav Belsky the Daf HAkashrus and he said right away that there is no problem because it is partially blocked by clouds. I asked him "but you said you can't even draw a sun in the corner of a page" and he had no idea what I was talking about. 

Second it was not clear to me which one you meant is quoting Rav Karelitz properly, Rabbi Neustadt that sun blocked by a cloud is permitted or the Halacha Berura?
Third Rav Moshe quoted in the Am HAtorah is not talking about blocked by clouds but half a sun on a paroches. This has nothing to do with clouds but because it appears that way during an eclipse. This is not a contradiction to Rav Karelitz who in the line above was quoted as saying a setting sun is permitted because it is not full. There it is blocked by the Earth which is not in the marom. But eclipse is in the marom. Perhaps your kavana was to counter what I said that maybe it was a plitas hakulmas. I really just meant to emphasize that the only valid reason to assur a half sun is because of eclipse. This is clearly indicated to by Rav Moshe as well that this is the way it appears in the sky.

Rabbi Eli Gersten
thank you very much for asking I guess you just can't trust what you read any more
rabbi karelits is talking about taking a picture of a half set sun and he says it is muttar
also I was not so fair because in the rjj journal of fall 2004 (48) Rabbi schecter is quoted to matir half suns and also to matir computers 
anyway thank you very much for the masa umaten
have a good shabbos

yitzchak winkler

dear rabbi lebovits

I will tell you a story that happened last week maybe you can help me 
make heads or tails of it
I am sure you get the daf hakashrus from the ou so in the last issue 
they have a picture of a sun behind the clouds so I wrote to rabbi 
grossman how they can do such a thing eventually I had a long back and 
forth with Rabbi gersten about it whether half a sun is muttar or ussar 
along the way I sent him your article (vol 3 issue 8) where you quote 
(footnote 72) Rabbi belsky as saying a sun on the edge of a page would 
be ussar, so Rabbi gersten asked Rabbi belsky about the picture in the 
daf on thursday and he said there is no problem because it is partially 
blocked by clouds. Rabbi gersten then asked him "but
you said you can't even draw a sun in the corner of a page" and he had 
no idea what he was talking about.
maybe you can help me out

thank you
yitzchak winkler

There may be a difference between a sun which was drawn and one drawing it. In addition, if the sun is blocked by clouds it is different than a half sun. When it is blocked by clouds one can say the intent is not to make a sun at all, but when there is a picture of the sun even if half it would be ossur. The fact that Rabbi Belsky said he does not know what Rabbi Gersten was talking about is odd becasue he told me what to write. 
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