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Chazal
 state that one must be extremely careful with the halachos of birchas hatorah, since the destruction of Eretz Yisroel came about due to the lack of respect for this beracha. Reciting birchas hatorah properly is a great segula that one will not forget his Torah knowledge.
 One should recite birchas hatorah with great concentration, and try to understand the meaning of each word.
 There is a major discussion amongst the poskim on whether birchas hatorah is a d’oraisa
 or a d’rabbanan.
 If one is unsure whether or not he recited birchas hatorah, there is no need for him to repeat it. However, one should have in mind when reciting Ahavas Olom, to exempt the obligation of birchas hatorah, and he should learn right after davening.
 Others say one should repeat the beracha of asher bochur bunu.
 If one did not recite birchas hatorah, for whatever reason (i.e. he was an o’nes) there is no issur to continue in his learning.

The Nusach
The Gemorah in Berochos
 states that there is a machlokos on which words make up the birchas hatorah. The poskim say that the correct beracha is lasok b’divrei torah,
 v’harev na,
 and bochur bunu, and some add v’tzetzoeinu etc.
 At the time one recites the berochos one should have in mind that he should have children who are talmedei chachumim.
 No amen is said in between these berochos.
 After one recites the berochos, the custom is to say y’vorechicha.., eylu devarim sh’ein.., and eylu devarim sh’adom, in order not to be mafsik after reciting the beracha, until one actually learns torah.

Sitting Vs. Standing 

Many people are under the impression that one must recite birchas hatorah while standing. Many poskim however, maintain that birchas hatorah may be recited while standing or sitting.
 

Women

Although women do not have an obligation to learn Torah,
 they do have an obligation to know the laws that apply to them; therefore, they should recite birchas hatorah.
 If they are not sure whether or not they said birchas hatorah, they are not obligated to repeat it.
 

Learning Before Reciting Birchas Hatorah 

Before one begins to learn mikra, mishnah, or gemorah, one has to recite birchas hatorah.
 The poskim state different areas of Torah, that one may not learn before reciting birchas hatorah. One may not learn medrash,
 kabbalah,
 a dikduk sefer,
 mussur,
 or tehillim.
 If a father is helping his child learn the alef bais, birchas hatorah should be recited beforehand.
 One is permitted to answer to kedusha before reciting birchas hatorah.

Reciting Selichos 

Many people recite selichos before saying birchas hatorah. The rational for this is that selichos is said in a way of techina to Hashem and is not considered learning.
 Nonetheless, ashmost poskim maintain that the proper action is to recite birchas hatorah before saying selichos.

Putting On Tallis/Tefillin

When putting on one’s tallis and tefillin, it is customary for one to say pesukim.
 These pesukim are considered as learning before davening,
 and one must recite birchas hatorah beforehand. If one does not recite these pesukim, then one may place his tallis and tefillin on before saying birchas hatorah.
 One may recite modei ani, before reciting birchas hatorah, since it is not considered a posuk or learning.
 Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l did not say reshis chuchma, which is customary to say after modei ani, before reciting birchas hatorah.

Writing Torah
When one is writing down Torah, in order that he should know it, one has to recite birchas hatorah beforehand. The reason is because one who writes is doing an action,
 and this is a step above just thinking in Torah (see below). 

Thinking In Torah
When one is thinking in Torah, no words actually leave his mouth. Therefore, one does not have to recite birchas hatorah.
 Others are stringent in this situation, and require that birchas hatorah be recited.
 Before reciting birchas hatorah, one is permitted to tell someone else whether a certain action is permitted or forbidden, as long as he does not mention the reason for the pesak.
 If one did not recite birchas hatorah, he is permitted to tell his friend not to tell him Torah until he recites birchas hatorah.
 One may look at the words in a sefer, without any words leaving his mouth, before reciting birchas hatorah. If one usually says the words aloud, when reading from a sefer, then birchas hatorah must be recited (see footnote).

Hearing Torah From A Person/Tape

As was previously mentioned when one is merely thinking in Torah, one does not have to recite birchas hatorah (according to most poskim). However, if one is walking with his friend, and the friend is talking in learning, or he attends a shiur before davening, he must first recite birchas hatorah.
 When listening to divrei Torah from a tape, one may be lenient, and not recite birchas hatorah beforehand.
 

Performing Mitzvos
The poskim maintain that one is permitted to perform a mitzvah before reciting birchas hatorah.
 For example, one is permitted to help his wife before he recited birchas hatorah, give tzedakah, etc. 

Reciting A Beracha 

Often when one arises in the morning, he wants to take a drink of water, etc. before he recites birchas hatorah, the poskim maintain that this is a permitted practice.
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1 Refer to Gemorah Bava Metzia 85a-85b, Rashi “sh’loh,” Maharal chidushei agadah, Gemorah Nedarim 81a, Tur, Bais Yosef, Bach 47, Prisha 2, Lechem Chamudos Berochos 79, Shulchan Aruch 47:1, Taz 1, Levush 1, Elya Rabbah 1, Chai Adom 9:2, Shulchan Aruch Harav 1, Mishnah Berurah 47:2, Aruch Ha’shulchan 7, Kaf Ha’chaim 1, Igros Moshe O.C. 1:20, Divrei Shalom 3:16, Birchos Avraham (Torah) pages 152-153, Metzuvei V’osa pages 322-323. The Gemorah Nedarim, ibid, states a talmid chachum does not have children who are talmedei chachumim if they are not careful with birchas hatorah (Refer to Meri and Shita M’kubetzes Nedarim ibid, Mishnah Berurah 2).


� Tzlach Berochos 64a page 223 (new). Refer to Kuntres Zichron Shneur page 781:32.


� Refer to Kaf Ha’chaim 47:1.


� Refer to Be’er Heitiv 1, Sharei Teshuva 1, Mishnah Berurah 1, Aruch Ha’shulchan 2-5, Igros Moshe O.C. 1:21, Metzuvei V’osa page 321, Yesodo Yeshurin 1:pages 132-133.


� Rambam Hilchos Tefilla 7:11, Levush 1, Chai Adom 9:8, Kaf Ha’chaim 2, Mishkanos Yaakov 63:page 60, Kovetz Teshuvos (Horav Elyashiv Shlita)1:9, see Yabea Omer 3:27:10, 8:5:pages 14-16.


� Refer to Sharei Teshuva 1, Kaf Ha’chaim 2, Yalkut Yosef page 54, Sheiros Yosef page 476:3, page 478 in depth, Chai Moshe pages 184-185, Rivevos Ephraim 4:18, see Chai Adom 9:8 and Aruch Ha’shulchan 6 who argue. Refer to Rivevos Ephraim ibid whether one can exempt someone else with birchas hatorah.


� Refer to Mishnah Berurah 47:1, Aruch Ha’shulchan ibid, Kaf Ha’chaim 2, Igros Moshe O.C. 2:3.


� Minchas Shlomo 1:91:1, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 6:6:footnote 9, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:11. Betzel Hachuchma 1:1:18, and page 187, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:110, and pages 426-427, see Chai Adom 9:11, Yabea Omer 4:8:23.


� 11b.


� Gemorah Berochos ibid, Rashi “harev nu,” Rosh 1:13, Rabbeinu Yona Berochos page 10, Tur, Bach, Prisha 6, Shulchan Aruch 5, Levush 5, Magen Avraham 3, Shulchan Aruch Harav 4, Tzlach Berochos pages 46b-47, Mishnah Berurah 8, see Rif page 10, Bais Yosef, Aruch Ha’shulchan 12, Kaf Ha’chaim 10, on the girsa to say divrei instead of lasok. For the reason for two berochos refer to Levush 6, Elya Rabbah 4, Chai Adom 9:1, Aruch Ha’shulchan 14-15, Bais Boruch 9:1, Chai Moshe page 189, Igros Moshe ibid.


� Tur, Bais Yosef, Prisha 8, Shulchan Aruch 6, Rama, Levush 6, Magen Avraham 4, Taz 5, Be’er Heitiv 6,  Shulchan Aruch Harav 5, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 7:8, Lekutei Maharich 1:page 30a, Mishnah Berurah 11, Aruch Ha’shulchan 13, Bais Boruch 9:footnote 7, Yesodo Yeshurin 1:pages 129-130.


� Mishnah Berurah 9, Aruch Ha’shulchan 13,  Yabea Omer 8:11:2. Even if one does not have children he may say v’tzetzoeinu. etc, (Lekutei Maharich 1:page 30b).


� Mishnah Berurah 10, Bais Boruch 9:footnote 6.


� Refer to Magen Avraham 5, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 5, M.Z. 4, Levush 6, Mishnah Berurah 12 (says this is like most achronim), Tehilla L’Dovid 47:4, See Taz 4, Be’er Heitiv 6, Shulchan Aruch Harav 5, Lekutei Maharich 1:page 30a, Aruch Ha’shulchan 13, Kaf Ha’chaim 10,13, Ben Ish Chai Vayeishev 1:12. The minhag of the Sefardim is to answer amen (Ohr L’tzyion 2:page 41:5:footnote 5).
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� Refer to Shulchan Aruch 8:1, Magen Avraham 2, Machtzis Ha’shekel 2, Rama M’Pano 102:7, Chuchmas Shlomo, Elya Rabbah 8:2, Kapei Aaron 23, Aruch Ha’shulchan 47:7, Yalkut Yosef page 59, Yechave Da’as 5:4, Be’er Moshe 5:17, Shevet Ha’kehusi 1:60, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:37, 3:226, Rivevos Ephraim 3:42:7, 4:44:36, see Yaskil Avdi 8:3, Tzitz Eliezer 16:2, Rav Poalim 4:33, Sdei Chemed klalalim bais p’eas sudcha 29 pages 411-414.


� See Bais Yosef 47, Rama Y.D. 246:6, Taz Y.D. 3, Be’er Heitiv 47:14, Ateres Zekanim, Levush 47:14,  Shulchan Aruch Harav 47:10, Kaf Ha’chaim 33, Tehilla L’Dovid 47:9 page 23 (old), Oz Nedberu 14:3, Doleh U’mashka page 49.


� Drisha 1, Shulchan Aruch 47:14, Be’er Heitiv 14, Levush, Shulchan Aruch Harav ibid, Biur Halacha “nashim,” Aruch Ha’shulchan 25, Ben Ish Chai Vayeishev 1:12, Kaf Ha’chaim ibid, Nemukei Orach Chaim, Tzitz Eliezer 9:3,15:24, Shevet Ha’Levi 1:page 268, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:35, Rivevos Ephraim 2:32, 3:42:4, 5:43, Halichos Bas Yisroel 2:6, footnote 16, Oz Nedberu ibid, Halichos Beisa 3:1:footnote 1 in depth, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 6:4, footnote 7, Yalkut Yosef pages 63-67 in depth, Machzei Eliyahu 12 in depth. Refer to V’yivorech Dovid 2:page 171.


� Birchei Yosef 47:8, Kaf Ha’chaim 34, Nemukei Orach Chaim, Ishei Yisroel 6:footnote 40 quoting the opinion of Horav Chaim Kanievesky Shlita, Halichos Beisa 3:3. 


� Gemorah Berochos 11b, Rashi there, Rosh 1:13, Rif, Rabbeinu Yona “rebbe,” Rambam Hilchos Tefilla 7:10, Tur, Bais Yosef, Prisha 5, Shulchan Aruch 2, Levush 2, Shulchan Aruch Harav 2, Mishnah Berurah 3, Aruch Ha’shulchan 8.


� Rama 47:2, Levush 2, Shulchan Aruch Harav 2, Mishnah Berurah 3, Aruch Ha’shulchan 8, Kaf Ha’chaim 4.


� Refer to Aruch Ha’shulchan 8, Kaf Ha’chaim 3.


� Toras Chaim page 223.


� Oz Nedberu 14:3:1, Sheilas Rav 2:3:10, Derech Sicha page 492.


� Levush 1:9. Refer to Levush ibid about saying tehillim before or after davening.


� Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:17.


� Ketzos Ha’shulchan 5:8:badi 21, Betzel Hachuchma 2:90, see Ben Ish Chai Shemos 1:6, Yabea Omer 4:7, 4:8:24. It is permitted for one to answer to amen before reciting birchas hatorah since it is a shevach to Hashem (Rivevos Ephraim 1:39:1). One may recite kaddish before saying birchas hatorah (Bais Boruch 1:9:11 in the footnote:page 174). 


� Refer to Bais Yosef 46, Shulchan Aruch 46:9, Rama, Levush 47:4, Taz 6:5, Orchos Chaim Spinka 47:1. 


� Shulchan Aruch 46:9, Magen Avraham 15, Be’er Heitiv 13, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 15, M.Z. 8, Shulchan Aruch Harav 46:8, Eishel Avraham Butchatch 47:1, Mishnah Berurah 46:27, Aruch Ha’shulchan 46:14, Kaf Ha’chaim 46:57, Bais Boruch 9:footnote 11:page 174, Be’er Moshe 8:48, Ohr L’tzyion 2:4:4:footnote 4, Yalkut Yosef page 57, Sheilas Rav 2:3:12. 


� Refer to Kaf Ha’chaim 8:6.


� Be’er Moshe 8:48, 


� Betzel Hachuchma 4:150. When the time to recite krias shema is early in the morning on Shabbos many people have the custom to recite krias shema before going to shul. The question arises whether or not one may recite krias shema without saying birchas hatorah because if one were to recite birchas hatorah the time to say krias shema would pass. (Refer to Betzel Hachuchma 1:1, Lev Avraham 6, Bais Boruch ibid, Moadim V’zemanim 8:116 who are lenient, see Shraga Hameir 2:60, 6:29:3 who is stringent).


� Eishel Avraham Butchatch 47:1. 


� Refer to Rivevos Ephraim 2:2, 4:44:1.


� Refer to Bais Yosef, Shulchan Aruch 47:3, Magen Avraham 1, Machtzis Ha’shekel 1, Taz 2, M.Z. 2, Levush 3,4, Elya Rabbah 2, Chai Adom 9:11, Teshuvos Rav Akiva Eiger 29, Mishnah Berurah 4, Biur Halacha “hakosev,” Kaf Ha’chaim 5, Yabea Omer 4:8:12,23, Shevet Ha’kehusi 6:59. The Yalkut Yosef page 56 says another reason why one who writes divrei torah is required to recite birchas hatorah is he is helping others learn Torah by his writing). The Aruch Ha’shulchan 10 says that writing is the main way for one to acquire Torah since without writing, torah would be forgotten. Therefore a beracha is recited before one writes torah. The Salmas Chaim 357 (old) page 132says that if one does not write for learning but rather is writing just to copy something, no birchas hatorah is recited. (See Taz 2, Be’er Heitiv 2, Elya Rabbah 2, Mishnah Berurah 4, Biur Halacha “af al pi,”Aruch Ha’shulchan 11). The custom is to recite pesukim after reciting birchas hatorah. Therefore, there is no need to say words of Torah out loud while one is writing. (Refer to Taz ibid, Levushei Srad 1, Mishnah Berurah 4, In regard to whether a sofer should recite birchas hatorah refer to Taz 2, Chai Adom 9:11, Mishnah Berurah 4, Biur Halacha “af al pi,” Aruch Ha’shulchan 11, Kaf Ha’chaim 5).


� Refer to Tosfas Berochos 20b “v’Rav Chisda,” Shulchan Aruch 47:4, Magen Avraham 2, Taz 3, Levushei Srad 4, Pri Megdim Eishel Avraham 2, M.Z. 3, Levush 4, Chai Adom 9:10, Shulchan Aruch Harav 2, Mishnah Berurah 5, Aruch Ha’shulchan 9-10, Kaf Ha’chaim 6-7, Har Tzvi O.C. 1:42. 


� Refer to Gra 2, Haelef Lecha Shlomo 35, Biur Halacha “hameharer,” Rivevos Ephraim 6:26:2.
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� Shraga Hameir 6:109:3.


� See Taz 3, Be’er Heitiv 3. The custom is to recite pesukim after reciting birchas hatorah. There is no need to say out loud words of Torah while one is learning from a sefer. (Mishnah Berurah 5, Kaf Ha’chaim 6-7, Chai Ha’Levi 2:45:7). Refer to Yalkut Yosef page 57, Chai Ha’Levi 1:15:9.


� Sharei Teshuva 47:3, Tehilla L’Dovid 47:2, Kaf Ha’chaim 47:5, Ben Ish Chai ibid, Yabea Omer 4:8:18-19, Yalkut Yosef page 56, Emes L’Yaakov 47:footnote 56, Avnei Yushfei 4:4. See Maharsham 8:19 page 23 who is lenient. Refer to Teshuvos V’hanhugos 3:63 about hearing krias hatorah before reciting birchas hatorah.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 6:5. 
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