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The minhag of the Ashkenazim is to perform hagbah after the torah is read.
 One should show the sefer torah to the khal.
 Based on kabbalah, one should try to see the words of the torah during hagbah.
 The Kaf Ha’chaim
 says it ensures that one will have hatzlachah. The poskim say that the person who performs hagbah has a greater reward than the goleh.
 Horav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt”l would never receive hagbah because people thought it was not giving him enough honor. However, on Simchas Torah he said he wants to perform this great mitzvah.
 Many people for various reasons do not perform hagbah. If the reason is because they are afraid they cannot lift the sefer torah, then that is understandable. Otherwise, they should perform this great mitzvah.

Who Should Perform Hagbah?
Many poskim maintain that hagbah should go to a great person;
 however, others maintain it may be done by anyone who is capable of raising the sefer torah, without the concern that he will drop it, chas v’sholom.
 A weak or old person should not perform hagbah.
 The custom is that two brothers or a father and a son do not get an aliyah consecutively because of the fear of an ayin horah.
 However, some poskim permit two brothers or a father and son to receive hagbah and gelilah.
 Others say it is permitted, if they are not called up by their name, to perform the mitzvah.
 

How To Perform Hagbah
The sefer torah should be rolled three pages lengthwise.
 The letters should be facing the one performing hagbah.
 Although some say that there is no reason to have the stitching in the middle, the custom is to roll the sefer torah, so that the stitching is in middle, and if anything does rip it should be the stitching.
 When rolling the sefer torah, there is no need for one to be careful that he rolls it to the part that was read from,
 while others argue with this.
 When lifting the sefer torah one should turn his entire body to the right until a full circle is completed so that all the congregants can see the kesav on the sefer torah.
 In a situation where there are no people present in a certain part of the shul, then one does not have to turn the sefer torah in that direction.
 After hagbah the sefer torah should be held in one’s right hand.
 According to some poskim, a lefty should hold the sefer torah in the same hand as a right handed person.
 If there is a low ceiling, one should not lift the sefer torah too high, so that no damage is caused to the sefer torah or to the ceiling.

Pointing The Pinky Finger 
There is a custom that many point their pinky finger at the sefer torah during hagbah.
 Some say there is a source for this minhag,
 while others say that there is no real source for this custom, and therefore, many have the custom not to point any finger during hagbah.
 
Bowing To The Sefer Torah
Many poskim state a custom to bow to the sefer torah out of honor when hagbah is taking place.
 Other poskim maintain that this is not necessary,
 and this seems to be the prevailing custom.

Standing 
When the sefer torah is lifted from the bimah the tzibbur has to stand,
 even if the sefer torah is in its own property (on a bimah with high steps). Once the person who performed hagbah sits, the tzibbur may sit as well.
 On a day that two sifrei torah are read, and one is holding the first sefer torah, he does not have to stand when hagbah is performed on the second sefer.

Reciting Pesukim
The custom is to recite the words of “vezos hatorah etc.”
 Some question this custom since the pesukim are not in their entirety, as they are from two different places in the chumash.
 Many people say these words immediately after the sefer torah is lifted, before seeing the words of the sefer torah. The poskim maintain that the pesukim should only be recited when one actually sees the words, and not when one sees the parchment.

Removing Retzuos  Before Performing Hagbah And Gelilah 
Many people remove the tefillin retzuos from the palm of their hand and their fingers before performing hagbah and gelila. There is no halachic reason for this, rather it is done because one can get a better grip on the sefer torah.

Gelilah
Touching The Sefer Torah With One’s Bare Hands

It is forbidden to touch a sefer torah with one’s bare hands, even if one is careful to wash his hands beforehand.
 If one touches the sefer torah with one’s bare hand he loses the mitzvah.
 If one touched it when doing gelilah he loses the mitzvah of gelilah, and if one touched it when he received an aliyah, then he loses the reward of the aliyah.
 When performing gelilah, many times the parchment goes off the atzei chaim, and the parchment has to be lifted. When one does this, he must be careful not to touch the parchment.
 (A ba’al koreh may not show someone who is getting an aliyah where the place is by touching the words with his bare hands).
 Some poskim maintain that one is not allowed to touch the atzei chaim of a sefer torah with one’s bare hands.
 However, the custom is to be lenient in this regard.
 When performing gelilah many have the custom based on kabbalistic reasoning that the right eitz chaim should go over the left one.

Who Should Perform Gelilah?

The custom is that anyone may do gelilah even young children.
 Gelilah should not always be given to young children because it diminishes the importance of the mitzvah.

The Gartel
One must make sure to tie the gartel tightly. Some poskim maintain that the gartel should be placed on the top third of the sefer torah,
 while others say this is not necessary.
 Many poskim say that a knot on top of a bow may not be made for more than a twenty four hour period because of the melocho of ko’sher (making knots on Shabbos).
 Some say it is only prohibited if it is made for more than seven days.
 When one ties it on Shabbos at shacahris, it is permitted, since it will be opened by mincha. However, when the knot is made at mincha it stays like that for more than twenty four hours since the next time the torah is read is on Monday. 
  Nonetheless, the minhag seems to be lenient with this if it is opened within seven days.
 In order to avoid making a knot on Shabbos, the gartel with the clasps (or Velcro) should be used.
 

When To Start Recitng The Birchos Haftorah 
The one who is reciting the berochos
 of the haftorah should not begin until the sefer torah is rolled. There is a discussion in the poskim what does rolled mean. Some say that it means when the sefer torah is actually rolled before the gartel is placed on it.
 Others say it means when the mantel is placed on the sefer torah.
 The latter opinion seems to be the minhag. On a weekday that there is laining, and the yihi ratzon is recited, one may begin reciting the yihi ratzon right away.
 

Escorting The Sefer Torah
When the sefer torah is being brought back to its place, one should escort the sefer torah.
 This is not referring to the people who the sefer torah does not pass,
 i.e., those who sit behind the bimah. Some poskim mention that the one who took the sefer torah out of the aaron kodesh should escort the sefer torah back.
 One only has to escort the sefer torah slightly.
 The one who performed hagbah should escort the sefer torah.
 Some say the one who did gelilah is required to escort the sefer torah back as well.
 When one is carrying a sefer torah, he should not lower the sefer torah for children to kiss, as this constitutes a disgrace to the sefer torah.
 Some kiss the sefer torah mantel with their mouth,
 while others only touch it with their hand and then kiss their hand.
 Some poskim maintain if following the sefer torah by the congregants will cause a disturbance in the shul, then one does not have to escort the sefer torah.
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� Refer to Rama 134:2, Mishnah Berurah 8, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 17, Mamer Mordechai 134:4. The Sefardim perform hagbah before laining. (Refer to Shulchan Aruch 134:2, Kaf Ha’chaim 16, Piskei Teshuvos 9). Many Chassidim do it this way as well (Kaf Ha’chaim ibid). Refer to Noam 10:page 206 if one wants to change his minhag.


� Mesechtas Sofrim 14:12, Ramban Ki Sovo 27:26, Darchei Moshe 147:4, Shulchan Aruch 134:2, Levush 2, Elya Rabbah 4, Be’er Heitiv 3, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 15, Ben Ish Chai Toldos 2:16,  Sharei Ephraim 10:13, Lekutei Maharich 1:page 96b. This applies to women as well. (Mesechtas Sofrim 14:14, Ramban ibid, Halichos Beisa 9:11, Noam 10:page 207). Women who are not pure should not look at the sefer torah during hagbah. (Mishnah Berurah 88:7).


�Mesechtas Sofrim 14:14, Bach, Magen Avraham 3, Be’er Heitiv 5, Levush 2, Mishnah Berurah 10-11, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 13,18, Sharei Ephraim 10:13, Siach Tefilla 13:2:2:page 247.


� 134:13.


� Mishnah Berurah 147:19, see Aruch Ha’shulchan 8-9, Divrei Chachumim 8:106.


� Halichos Shlomo Moadim page 245:footnote 34.


� Megilla 32a, refer to Tosfas “gadol,” Rosh 1:12, Tur 147, Bach, Prisha 3, Shulchan Aruch 1, Levush 1, Ateres Zekanim 1, Mishnah Berurah 6-7, Minhag Yisroel Torah 147:1.


� Refer to Pri Hasadeh 2:73. Mishnah Berurah 147:7, Noam 10:pages 205-206. If the sefer torah is too heavy then one may put the sefer torah on the table and roll it. (Pri Hasadeh 2:73, Rivevos Ephraim 7:101, Noam 10:page 209). This is the custom in Chabbad (Yesodo Yeshurin 2:page 255).


� Sharei Ephraim 8:62, 10:14, Orchos Rabbeinu 5:page 94:20.


� Refer to Shulchan Aruch 141:6, Rama, Be’er Heitiv 6, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:13, Mishnah Berurah 18-21, Aruch Ha’shulchan 8, Sharei Ephraim 1:33, Noam 10:pages 213-214, Yechaveh Da’as 3:50, Chai Ha’Levi 3:27:2, Shevet Ha’kehusi 6:102.When giving out aliyahs during Simchas Torah the minhag is to be lenient with this (Sharei Ephraim 1:32).


� Avnei Chefetz 16, Shearim Metzuyanim B’halacha 23:10, Doleh U’mashka page 99.


� Refer to Doleh U’mashka ibid:footnote 283, see Sheilas Moshe 27, Chai Moshe page 119.


� Mesechtas Sofrim 14:14, Elya Rabbah 4, Magen Avraham 3, Be’er Heitiv 3, Mishnah Berurah 8, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Lekutei Maharich 1:page 96b, Yesodo Yeshurin 2:page 254. If one is able to roll the sefer torah more than 3 dafim then he may do so (Mishnah Berurah 8).


� Bach, Pri Megdim Eishel Avraham 3, Sharei Ephraim 10:13-16. On Simchas Torah the minhag is that the words are facing the tzibbur. (Eishel Avraham Butchatch 669:page 10, Sharei Ephraim 8:2, Lekutei Maharich 3:page 704 (new), Piskei Teshuvos 669:3). 


� Sharei Ephraim 10:17. Refer to Yesodo Yeshurin 2:page 256.


� Refer to Sharei Ephraim 10:14.


� Shulchan Hatohar Karmarna page 198, Siach Tefilla page 247.


�  Refer to Mishnah Berurah 9, Shevet Ha’Levi 9:26, Introduction to Hagbas Sefer Torah K’hilchoso and 


Hagbas Sefer Torah K’hilchoso pages 4-9, Betzel Hachuchma 5:54, see Chai Moshe pages 63-64, Orchos Chaim Spinka 134:2.


� Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 12:28. Refer to Betzel Hachuchma ibid, Noam 10:page 207.


� Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 141:3, Rama 2, Levush 134:2, Mishnah Berurah 14, Kaf Ha’chaim 23, Sharei Ephraim 10:2. In regard to a left handed person see Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 134:5, Mishnah Berurah 282:1, Yimen Moshe page 22:29:footnote 40. 


�Mishnah Berurah 282:1, Shar Ha’tzyion 2, Be’er Moshe 2:3:13, see Pri Megdim M.Z. 141:3, Sharei Ephraim 10:2.


� Siach Tefilla page 247.


� Meam Loez Devarim 27:26:page 1037, Minhag Yisroel  Torah page 181, Rivevos Ephraim 2:80:23, 5:215, 6:63:4. A lefty should use the same finger to point as a right handed person. (Be’er Moshe 2:3:14, Yimen Moshe pages 38-39:footnote 68). 


� Lev Chaim 4:page 193 (new).


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, this was the custom of Horav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach Zt”l and is the custom of Horav Elyashiv Shlita (see Doleh U’mashka footnote 272). Refer to  Siach Tefilla pages 248-249:footnote 65, Rivevos Ephraim 5:215.


� Darchei Moshe 147:4, Shulchan Aruch 134:2, Ateres Zekanim 147:1, Levush 2, Har Tzvi 1:64, Tov Ayin 18:43, Piskei Teshuvos 134:footnote 29.


� Shiltei Geborim Kiddushin page 28:1, Divrei Yatziv 1:76:2, Halichos Beisa 9:footnote 20.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 12:footnote 68.


� Refer to Rashba 3:281, Radavz 6:shnei alofim 16:page 39, Elya Rabbah 149:1, Shach Y.D. 242:38, Shar Ha’tzyion 146:18, Sharei Ephraim 10:18, Sharei Chaim 10:19, Be’er Moshe 3:23:2, Yalkut Yosef 2:134:16, Yisroel B’mamadam 25:63, see Magen Avraham end of 141. One should not stand before hagbah is performed because it would not be showing respect for the sefer torah (Avnei Yusfei 1:187:2). 


� Maharam Shik O.C. 65.


� Sefer Chassidim 930, Shulchan Hatohar Karmarna 149:2, Kinyan Torah 5:16. 


� Mesechtas Sofrim 14:12, Shulchan Aruch 134:2, Ateres Zekanim 147:1, Be’er Heitiv 6, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, see Kaf Ha’chaim 17.


� Lekutei Maharich 1:page 96b, see Aruch Ha’shulchan 134:3, Yesodo Yeshurin 2:page 255.


� Yosef Ometz 523:page 111, Be’er Heitiv 6, Mishnah Berurah 12, Sharei Ephraim 10:13, Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 224:page 78, Betzel Hachuchma 5:136, Siach Tefilla pages 247-248, Minhag Yisroel Torah page 180. Hagbas Sefer Torah K’hilchoso  page 3. The Da’as Torah 134:2 says one should recite either one of the pesukim not both.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. Refer to Zer Hatorah 2:1, Bais Boruch 2:page 332:219.  See Noam 10:pages 207-208 in depth. 


� Gemorah Shabbos 14a, Megilla 32a, Rashi Shabbos ibid “sefer torah,” Mesechtas Sofrim 3:16, Rambam Hilchos Sefer Torah 10:6, Rosh Megilla 4:12, Yosef Ometz 524:page 111, Tur 147, Levush 1, Shulchan Aruch 147:1, Machtzis Ha’shekel, see Ben Ish Chai 2:18. The Sharei Ephraim 10:15 says if it is done for the need of the sefer torah then it is permitted. Refer to Maharshag 1:60. The Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:page 432 says “orum” that the Gemorah refers to is that one should dress properly when he gets an aliyah. Some poskim say that one may not touch kisvei kodesh with one’s bare hands, (Tosfas Mesechtas Shabbos ibid “ha’ochez.”) however the minhag is not like this. (Darchei Moshe 147:2, Magen Avraham 1, Levush 1, Aruch Ha’shulchan 4-5). In regard to touching a Megillas Esther with one’s bare hands the poskim stress that one washes his hands prior, although the custom is be lenient with this as well. (Aruch Ha’shulchan 5, Kaf Ha’chaim 5, Punem M’eros 1:79, Minchas Yicheil 2:85)


� Tosfas Megillah 32a, “b’loh” Rosh 4:12, Tur 147, Darchei Moshe 1, Levush 1, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 1, Mishnah Berurah 1, Kaf Ha’chaim 1, Siach Tefilla 1:4:5, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:357.


� Refer to footnote above.


� Poskim.


� Refer to Doleh U’mashka page 97.


� Bach, Elya Rabbah 1, Magen Avaraham 1, Pri Megadim M.Z. 1, Kaf Ha’chaim 2.


� Taz 1, Be’er Heitiv 1, Elya Rabbah 1, Mishnah Berurah 6, Shar Ha’tzyion 4, Aruch Ha’shulchan 6, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 12:footnote 68, Veyalu Lo Yuvol 1:page 101.


� Noam 10:pages 210-212.


� Mishnah Berurah 7, Sharei Ephraim 10:22, Noam 10:page 223, Chanoch L’nar 13:5. See Aruch Ha’shulchan 9 who questions giving gelilah to a young child. 


� Siach Tefilla 13:2:2.


� Sharei Ephraim 10:21, Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 195, Divrei Yatziv 1:77, Minhag Yisroel Torah 147:2, Noam 10:pages 208-209.


� Bais Avi 4:15, Maharshag 2:4:2.


� Refer to Minchas Shabbos 80:55, Mishnah Berurah 317:29, Be’er Moshe 6:55, Maharshag 1:60:page 128, Bris Olom kosher page 41, see Tzitz Eliezer 7:29.


� Rama 317:1.


� Refer to Minchas Yitzchok 8:19:2, Siach Tefilla 13:3:5, Chut Shuni 2:page 227, S.S.K. 15:53, Be’er Moshe 6:55, Noam 10:pages 219-220.


� Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 12:29, S.S.K. 15:footnote 178, Minhag Yisroel Torah 317:1, Nemukei Orach Chaim pages 148-149, Siach Tefilla 13:3:5, Bris Olom ko’sher 4:page 41, Maharshag 1:60, Avnei Yushfei 1:81:2.


� Be’er Moshe 6:55, Siach Tefilla 13:3:6, Piskei Teshuvos 147:1, see Beztel Hachuchma 3:112 about opening and closing a clasps that has the aseres hadeberos on it.


� Refer to Gemorah Sotah 39b, Rashi “ad,” Tur 147, Prisha 6, Shulchan Aruch 147:7, Machtzis Ha’shekel, Levush 7, Aruch Ha’shulchan 16. The Gemorah ibid says the actual haftorah may not begin until the sefer torah is rolled, but the poskim say that it means even the berochos of the haftorah. (Machtzis Ha’shekel, Levush ibid, Mishnah Berurah 22, Aruch Ha’shulchan 16, Kaf Ha’chaim 40).


� Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 10, Mishnah Berurah 23, Sharei Ephraim 10:18, Yalkut Yosef 147:2.


� Elya Rabbah 8,  Eishel Avraham Butchatch, Chai Adom 31:14, Aruch Ha’chulchan 16, Sharei Ephraim 10:18, Noam 10:page 215, Piskei Teshuvos 147:6.


� Magen Avraham 10, Elya Rabbah 7, Be’er Heitiv 7, Mishnah Berurah 7, Kaf Ha’chaim 41.


� Shulchan Aruch 149:1, Rama, Levush 1, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 25:13, see Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 12:footnote 17.


� Refer to Sharei Ephraim 1:4, Doleh U’mashka page 94, see Mishnah Berurah 7.


� Magen Avraham 3, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 3, Mishnah Berurah 7, Kaf Ha’chaim 7, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3


� Kaf Ha’chaim 10, Sharei Ephraim 1:4, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 12:footnote 17.


� Chai Adom 31:42, Mishnah Berurah 8, Kaf Ha’chaim 8, Sharei Ephraim 1:42, Noam 10:page 226.


� Refer to footnote above. The Ketzos Ha’shulchan 25:61 says the custom is that the one who did gelilah does not have to escort the sefer torah. The custom seems to be lenient in regard to the one who did hagbah escorting the sefer torah as well as the goleh. (Noam 10:page 226). 


�Rivum Sheinbuch 16:page 4, Tzitz Eliezer 12:40, Bais Boruch 31:171, Yad Yitzchok 3:166:2, see Aruch Ha’shulchan 282:2, Chai Moshe page 156.


� Refer to Rama 149:1, Levush 1, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 10, Yesod V’shoresh Huavodah 8�:9, Sharei Ephraim 10:4, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 12:footnote 68, Bais Boruch 31:169.


� Minhag Yisroel Torah 149:4, Pischei Shearim 10:4, Edos Yisroel 63:page 159. Horav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt”l was against kissing the sefer torah with one’s hands and then kissing one’s hand. (Veyalu Lo Yuvol 1:page 100). 


� Mor Vikitzia page 151, Minhag Yisroel Torah 149:2-3, Piskei Teshuvos 149:footnote 3.
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