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Cleaning Shoes on Shabbos
On Shabbos, one may not remove a dry stain from shoes because doing so involves the melacha of tochain.
 If one is embarrassed to go outside with the stain, he may ask a goy to remove it.
 If the stain is wet, it is forbidden to put water on the shoe and scrap off the stain because so is considered laundering on Shabbos.
 One is permitted to soak the shoe in sink water if one does not scrub the stain with his hands.
 However, one must be careful not to soak the laces.
 If the shoe has stitching, one must also avoid soaking the threads.
 

Removing Dirt and Polishing Shoes 

It is forbidden to polish shoes on Shabbos.
 Even if one polished his shoes on Erev Shabbos it is still forbidden to use a brush to spread the polish because of the melacha of smoothing (memachek).
 It is permitted to remove dust from shoes with a dry hand towel.
 

Shoe Related Muktza 

Shoe Brush- a shoe brush is a kli sh’milachta l’issur.
 Shoelace- a used shoelace is not muktza.
 A new shoelace is a kli sh’milachta l’issur.
 A Single Shoe (i.e. lost the other shoe)- is muktzah and should not be moved on Shabbos
 because one does not normally wear only one shoe.
 Shoe Polish- is muktzah machmas gufo, and may not be moved on Shabbos.
 Leather Shoes on Yom Kippur- are a kli sh’milachta l’issur.
 A Shoe without Laces- is not muktzah.

Shoes with Bells/Sneakers with Lights 
Many young children have bells on their shoes which makes noise when they walk. A child is permitted to wear such shoes on Shabbos.
 Some poskim are also lenient in regard to walking with sneakers that have lights which light up when walking.
 However, permitting these sneakers is not a simple matter and before wearing such sneakers one should consult with a halachic authority.
Walking with Shoes in the Snow or Mud

One is permitted to walk on the snow with shoes that have a design on the bottom, and it is not considered writing on Shabbos.
 The same halacha applies to walking in mud.
 

Tying Shoes on Shabbos 

On Shabbos, it is permitted to make a knot and a bow when putting on shoes.
 However, if one intends to leave his shoes tied for twenty-four hours it is not allowed.
 Therefore, one who tied his shoes on Friday night should not slip his foot out of his shoe, if he does not intend to untie his shoes within twenty-four hours.
 One is not allowed to double knot shoelaces.
 This is very common with young children whose shoes tend to fall off easily. If one made a double knot on Erev Shabbos it is permitted to open it on Shabbos to make the child go to sleep easier.

Placing Shoelaces in Shoes on Shabbos
One is not allowed to place new shoelaces into shoes (whether new or old shoes) on Shabbos.
 This applies even if the shoelaces were in different shoes on Erev Shabbos.
 The reason is because of tikun munei.
 Others are lenient in regard to putting in new shoelaces, since modern-day shoes have wide holes for the laces to go into, putting them in would not be considered a massei umon.
 However, one should be stringent even with modern-day shoes.
 On Shabbos, one may place shoelaces in a way that he will have to redo them on Motzei Shabbos.
 For example, one may place shoelaces of the wrong color into shoes on Shabbos. Since the laces will have to be redone, placing them is not called tikun munei.
 If one placed shoelaces on the bottom half of a shoe on Erev Shabbos, and did not have time to place the entire shoelace into the shoe before Shabbos, he may finish placing the shoelaces on Shabbos.
 

A shoelace that came out of a shoe may be placed back into the shoe if it is not difficult to do so.
 If a shoelace ripped it may be put back into the shoe.

Nails or Taps that Come Out of a Shoe 
A shoe nail that is coming out of the heel or sole of a shoe may not be knocked in or out on Shabbos or Yom Tov, since this is an act of repairing and maka b’patish. Likewise, a  tap that becomes loose may not be pulled out. Walking with a loose tap is permitted even though one may press the tap into the shoe.
 A thumb tack may be pulled out because it is not part of the shoe.
 

Pebbles in Shoes 
If one has small pebbles in his shoes which do not bother him it would seem that he may walk outside without removing them.
 Others say it is better to remove them before walking outside.
 

New Shoes 
The Shulchan Aruch
 says that new shoes should not be worn on Shabbos since they may be too tight causing one to remove them on Shabbos. However, shoes today are made in a way that this concern does not apply.

Inserting Shoe Trees on Shabbos 

One is permitted to place a shoe tree in a shoe if his intention is to keep it in shape and not to initially form the shape.

Shoes on Chol Hamoed 

If one is suffering from the rain because of torn shoes, he may have them repaired on Chol Hamoed (even by a shoemaker) if he does not have any other shoes.
 Some say that if possible, it is better to buy new shoes on Chol Hamoed then to repair old ones.
 One should not drop off shoes on Chol Hamoed to have them repaired after Yom Tov.
 There is a major discussion in the poskim whether or not one is permitted to polish shoes on Chol Hamoed. The consensus of many of the poskim is that one may polish shoes on Chol Hamoed if they are needed for Yom Tov.
 Others are more stringent and say it is forbidden.
 Some say one who needs shoes for Chol Hamoed may purchase them on Chol Hamoed.

Shoes during Bein Hamitzurim
One is not allowed to buy shoes during the nine days.
 However, one is allowed to buy slippers (even during the week of Tisha B’av) in order to wear them for Tisha B’av.
 Some poskim say that one may polish shoes on Erev Shabbos Chazzon.
 

Shoes on Tisha B’av

The halacha is that leather shoes are not worn on Tisha B’av.
 This issur applies to women as well.
 Children who have reached the age of understanding the concept of the Churban Bais Hamikdosh should not wear leather shoes on Tisha B’av.
 (This age is usually around 7 or 8 years old). A non-leather shoe with a decorative leather strap may be worn on Tisha B’av.
 On Motzei Tisha B’av one should put on his shoes before reciting kiddush levana.

Shoes on Yom Kippur

A child who has reached the age of chinuch should not wear leather shoes on Yom Kippur.
 Some say that an adult should not tie a child’s leather shoe on Yom Kippur (or Tisha Ba’v).
 A very young child may wear leather shoes on Yom Kippur.
 One may wear non-leather slippers on Yom Kippur. However, they should not be worn in the street if they can fall off and he may come to carry them.
 Although the non-leather shoes we have today are very comfortable,
 the minhag is to wear them on Yom Kippur.
 Some people do not want to wear anything that resembles a shoe on Yom Kippur and just walk around with socks.
 A choleh or someone who just gave birth (within thirty days of the birth), for whom the cold air is difficult, meikar hadin, would be permitted to wear leather shoes.
 However, today we have alternate shoes that are not made from leather, and this is what they should wear.
 Some say non-leather shoes that look exactly like leather shoes may not be worn on Yom Kippur because of mareis ayin.
 On Yom Kippur, when washing hands after touching shoes one should only wash the place where he touched.

Shoes under a Bed*

Some authorities
 hold one should not place shoes under a bed. This is based on a Gemorah in Bava Basra
 that states “a talmid chachum’s bed only has shoes that are in season underneath it.” However, the minhag seems to be that one may place shoes under a bed.
 

Sleeping While Wearing Shoes*

A person should not sleep with shoes on because it is a taste of death.
 Others say that doing so makes one forget his Torah knowledge.
 One should be makpid, and not let even young children sleep with shoes.
 The Kaf Ha’chaim
 says this also applies to sandals and slippers. There is a discussion amongst the poskim whether one is permitted to wear shoes while taking a short nap
 i.e. on an airplane, train or bus. If one lays down on a regular bed like he does when going to sleep, he should definitely remove his shoes first.

Wearing Rubbers and Shoes Together

When it rains it is very common for a person to put his shoes in his rubbers, causing him to put on two items at once. The poskim say that shoes are not included in the inyun of refraining from wearing two garments at one time,
 since shoes are not considered garments.
 Additionally, one may put on rubbers that have shoes inside them.

Shoe Related Lo Yilbash

A man is allowed to wear rain shoes that belong to a woman, and there is no concern of the issur of lo yilbash.

Wearing the Shoes of a Deceased Person 

The Sefer Chassidim
 says one should not wear the shoes of a deceased person. Some say the reason is that it may cause him to dream about the deceased coming to claim his shoes.
 There are many interpretations as to exactly which shoes are prohibited by the Sefer Chassidim. Some say it means shoes that the deceased person was wearing at the time of death.
 Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l
 says it means shoes of a person for who we do not know the reason he died; therefore, there is a possibility that the person died from a contagious disease and you might catch it by wearing his shoes. In a case where it is known that the person didn’t die from the contagious disease one can wear his shoes. According to some poskim it would be permitted to wear the slippers of a deceased person.
 

Sleeping with Shoes Close to your Head 

The Chidah
 says that one should not place shoes (or clothing) close to his head while sleeping.

Wearing Shoes with Wet Feet 

One should not wear shoes while his feet are wet.
 The minhag is to be lenient with this today, since socks are put on before wearing shoes, the feet are not placed in the shoes while wet.
 It would seem that if one’s socks are wet he should not place them onto his feet and then put on shoes. 

Walking Around the House without Shoes

Some people are concerned with walking around the house without shoes because aveilim do so, and one does not want to resemble the ways of an avel.

Wearing a Tight Shoe

The seforim mention that one should not walk with a shoe that is tight fitting, because it might cause illness.
 

Switched Rubbers

Some times one places his rubbers in a public place and when it is time to put them back on he sees another pair but not his. Some poskim say in this situation one is not makpid to let someone else take his rubbers and therefore, the one whose rubbers were taken may use this other pair.
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