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We live in world today where it is very hard to realize what we are missing by not having the Bais Hamikdosh. We have gotten too comfortable with our houses etc and are not really waiting for the day that Moshiach will come. The Gemorah
 tells us if one mourns over the Bais Hamikdosh he will merit seeing it rebuilt. The Shulchan Aruch
 tells us that a G-d fearing person should worry about the churban Bais Hamikdosh every day of his life. One is suppose to do certain actions in order to remember the churban.
 One of them is the halacha of ripping kriah when visiting Yerushalayim and the Kosel. Today, many people are lax and do not rip when visiting Yerushalayim,
 however, this is not the correct practice.
Cities of Yehuda 
If one sees the cities of Yehuda, one rips kriah even they are under the leadership of Jewish people.
 Before the ripping one says the words of …ערי.
 One does not rip on these cities if they are cities of yiddin.
 According to many poskim the custom today is not to rip on any cities of Yehuda.
 

Yerushalayim 

When one sees the city of Yerushalayim when it is not rebuilt (today) one rips kriah
 and says the words of……ציון מדבר
 before the ripping.
 Some say when one sees Yerushalayim the way it is today one should not eat meat or drink wine the entire day.
 For purpose of this halacha, “the city of Yerushalayim” refers to the Old City not the new Yerushalayim which extends well beyond the Old City walls.
 Many poskim say that today the custom is not to rip on Yerushalayim since it is under Jewish leadership,
 while others argue.
 The custom seems to be like the first opinion quoted. According to those who have the custom to rip twice when one sees Yerushalayim and then the Mokom Hamikdosh, he should rip on Yerushalayim first, and then three fingers away from the first rip, should rip again for the Bais Hamikdosh.
 If one sees the Mokom Hamikdosh first, then he should rip on the Mokom Hamikdosh first, and then add another rip to the original rip.
 Some say if one sees the Mokom Hamikdosh and Yerushalayim at the same time he is only required to rip once.
 

Ripping on the Bais Hamikdosh and the Kosel
The ripping done on the destruction of the Bais Hamikdosh should ideally be done when one sees the floor of the azara.
 However, the custom today is to rip even if one sees the Dome of the Rock which is situated on the Mokom Hamikdosh.
 If a person knows he will not see the Dome of the Rock he should rip when seeing the Kosel.
 When one rips on the destruction of the Mokom Hamikdosh one should say….בית קדשנו.
 If one did not say these words, some say the ripping was still good.
 When one rips because of the destruction of the Bais Hamikdosh he should bow towards the Mokom Hamikdosh.
 One does not recite a beracha of shehechiyanu upon seeing the Kosel for the first time.
 When going to the Kosel (for the first time), people often walk through the Old City and see the Dome of the Rock before seeing the Kosel. If one wants to rip kriah first upon seeing the Kosel (and not the Dome of the Rock) he should look down until reaching the Kosel, and then look up at the Kosel and rip.
 

Who is obligated to rip?

Men and women
 are both obligated to rip. The custom is that children below the age of bar or bas-mitzvah do not rip their clothing.
 According to some poskim a child who gets support from his parents and whose clothing, therefore, belong to his parents may not rip,
 while others are lenient in this regard.
 A chassan and kallah before their chuppah are obligated to rip. After the chassana, they are exempt from ripping during the whole week of sheva berochos.
 

The Actual Ripping
Some have the custom to rip all of their garments;
 however, the prevailing custom in klal yisroel is to rip one garment.
 If one does not want to rip his jacket he can remove it and rip his shirt.
 The ripping should be a tefach (4 inches).
 One should use his hand to rip the garment.
 Some allow the use of a utensil.
 The ripping should be done on the left side since that is where the heart is situated.
 Some say since today we do not have the custom to rip to the point where one’s heart is revealed,
 one can rip on the right side.
 The ripping should be done on the length of the garment.
 A left handed person rips in the same manner as a right handed person.
 The ripping should be done along the front of the garment,
 while standing
 and by yourself.
 The ripping is only done if one did not see any of the places within thirty days.
 

Miscellaneous Halachos Regarding the Ripping 

A person does not have to rip a different garment every time he is obligated to rip. Rather, he may use an old garment and rip a different part of it every time.
 Some say after one has ripped his garment he may give the garment to his friend to rip as well.
 Women should also rip their outer garment.
 Many times woman will not adhere to this because they do not feel comfortable; therefore, they may rip any garment that they please.
 After one has ripped his or her garment one should leave the garment on for a short time (i.e. while davening at the Kosel), and afterwards may remove the garment and put on a new one. There is no need to walk around with the garment for a long period of time.
 One who did not rip at the time he saw any of the places mentioned may rip as long as the tzar over the churban is still felt.

When Not to Rip

Many have the custom that one does not rip his garments when seeing these places on Erev Shabbos after chatzos.
 Others say this minhag has no basis and one should rip in this situation.
 Nonetheless, the minhag is according to the first opinion stated.
 If one returns after Shabbos he is obligated to rip.
 

One does not rip his garments when seeing these places on Shabbos.
 According to many poskim one would not rip after Shabbos unless he goes back at a different time. Since he was not obligated to rip on Shabbos, he is exempt.
 Others hold one should rip after Shabbos.
 Some say one can go on Shabbos in order to exempt himself from ripping his garments.
 The custom is not to rip one’s garments when seeing these places on Chol Hamoed.
 There is a custom that on any day that tachnun is not recited one does not rip.
 Many poskim say one rips when seeing these places on Rosh Chodesh.
 When one does not rip he should nevertheless say boruch dayim hu’emes without the shem or malchus.
 

Avoiding Ripping by Being Makneh one’s Garments to another Person

Many have the custom to be makneh their garment to someone else to exempt themselves from ripping upon seeing the Kosel etc.
 The kinyan works in the following manner: someone hands his pen etc. to you in order to acquire your shirt (you then give him back his pen). Since the shirt no longer belongs to you (even though you are wearing it) you do not have to rip. Nonetheless, it is preferable to rip and demonstrate real pain over the churban.
 Many poskim maintain that the aforementioned kinyan should not be done.
 
Residents of Yerushalayim
There is a discussion in the poskim whether or not one who lives in Yerushalayim rips his garment upon seeing the aforementioned places.
 Today, Yerushalayim is spread out, and one who lives in any of these places should rip if he does not see the Kosel for thirty days.
 One who lives in Yerushalayim and left the city without returning for thirty days, should rip when returning to any of these places.
 Horav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt”l
 opines that even one who lives in the parts of Yerushalayim outside the Old City would not rip even if he does not see the Kosel for thirty days. Someone born in Yerushalayim is not required to rip when he gets older.
 
Halachos While Visiting the Kosel Hamaravi
The Medrash Rabbah
 says that Hashem swore that the Kosel Hamaravi will never be destroyed. The Medrash Rabbah
 also says that the shechinah never departs from the Kosel Hamaravi. When the Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed the gates were closed except for the gate of tears.
 The Western Wall became known as the Wailing Wall because of the tears that the yiddin shed there.

After the Bais Hamikdosh was destroyed the tefillos go through the Kosel. The Mishnah Berurah
 (and others) say it is prohibited to enter the Mokom Hamikdash (the place where the Dome is) today.  One who does enter there is obligated in kares, even if he is tovel first and/or takes off his shoes  Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l
 maintains there is no greater “ra” then taking any stones from the Kosel, even though there is no prohibition involved.
 

The poskim say that the Kosel area has the same kedusha as a regular shul.
 When visiting the Kosel many people do not realize that it is a holy site and one has to treat it with the utmost respect. There is a mitzvah to honor the Kosel as much as possible. Therefore, one should be careful to avoid idle speech, talking on cell phones, smoking,
 or any other non-befitting act.
 

Some poskim prohibit sticking fingers into the cracks of the Kosel,
 while others permit this practice.
 The accepted custom is to permit this practice.
 Many people have the custom to place a kvital in the cracks of the Kosel.
 When walking away from the Kosel one should be careful not to turn his back to the Kosel, and he should walk away from the Kosel sideways. During tefillah, one’s back may be turned to the Kosel.
 Many people are careful not to lean on the Kosel.
  Some say one should be careful not to place a siddur on the Kosel.

There is a well known custom to daven at the Kosel for forty days straight which is a segula for many things.
 

At the Kosel, when there are many different minyanim taking place at one time, one does not have to answer amen to all the other minyanim.
 After laining, one should not leave the sefer Torah on the bimah until another minyan needs the sefer Torah. Instead the sefer Torah should be returned to its proper place after the laining is over.
 

Some say it is better to daven at the inside part of the Kosel Hamaravi than davening at the outside part.
 

Some say a woman who wants to go to the Kosel by cab on Friday night may make a condition when lighting that she is not accepting Shabbos until she gets to the Kosel.
 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita also holds that this condition may be made, since if she was required to walk it would be a tircha, taking the cab is a tzorech. One should not become accustomed to making this condition. 

The custom seems to permit dancing at the Kosel.
 

The following perakim of tehillim are customarily recited at the Kosel Hamaravi: 30, 84, 87, 125, 126, 127, 132, and 134.

If you wish to subscribe to Halachically Speaking via email for a nominal fee please send your email address to mdl@thehalacha.com

( Copyright 2006 Moishe Dovid Lebovits

All Rights Reserved

   Volume 2 Issue 25











Kriah upon Seeing Yerushalayim and the Kosel Hamaravi








Compiled by Moishe Dovid Lebovits


Reviewed by Rabbi Ben-zion Schiffenbauer Shlita


Piskei Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita


   Reviewed by Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita





 Sponsored 


לרפואה שלמה חנה חיה בת מזל


לזכר נשמת משה בן יששכר בעריש    לז"נ יענטא בת ישראל חיים


לזכר נשמת יעקב אריה בן שבתי





 


  














� Taanis 30b, Shulchan Aruch 554:22.


� O.C. 1:3.


� Refer to Shulchan Aruch 560.


� Moadim V’zemanim, 4:257, 7:257, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:131, see Divrei Yatziv O.C. 1:89:7.


� Refer to Bais Yosef 561, Bach, Magen Avraham 1, Levush 1, see Mishnah Berurah 2, Kaf H’chaim 2, 4.


� Mishnah Berurah 2.


� Bach, Mishnah Berurah 1, Kaf Ha’chaim 1.


� Air Hakodesh V’hamikdosh 17:2:page 215, Moadim V’zemanim 4:348:footnote 2:page 212, Igros Moshe O.C. 4:70:11, Natei Gavriel Ben Hamitzarim 2:100:2, see Orchos Rabbeinu 2:page 149:1. Refer to Be’er Moshe 7:dinei Eretz Yisroel and Chut L’aretz 561 who argues.


� Shulchan Aruch 561:2.


� Bach.


� Bach.


� Mishnah Berurah 4, Kaf Ha’chaim 9, Air Hakodesh V’hamikdosh page 215.


� Kaf Ha’chaim 14, see Igros Moshe O.C. 3:85, Shevet Ha’Levi 7:78, Nechumas Yisroel page 250:14, Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:4.


� Refer to Igros Moshe O.C. 4:70:11, O.C. 5:37:1, Yaskil Avdi 8:25, Rivevos Ephraim 3:384, Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:5:footnote 9, Nichumas Yisroel page 250:footnote 15 in depth.


� Moadim V’zemanim 5:348:footnote 2, 7:257, Be’er Moshe ibid. Refer to V’ein Lumo Michshal 1:page 167:36. This is the opinion of Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.


� Shulchan Aruch 2, Mishnah Berurah 8, see Kaf Ha’chaim 16.


� Shulchan Aruch 2.


� Kaf Ha’chaim 16, Tel Talpiot 2:7:footnote 85, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 378:32, Moadim V’zemanim 4:348:footnote 2.


� Refer to Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:331, Air Hakodesh V’hamikdosh page 216:4.


� Nechumas Yisroel page 251:17, Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:10, Orchos Rabbeinu 2:page 154:18, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 16:footnote 15. Refer to Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 324:18, Sheilas Rav 2:33:66.


� Refer to Igros Moshe O.C, 4:70:11, Orchos Rabbeinu 2:page 149:1, page 153:14, page 154:18, Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:11, Moadim V’zemanim 8:257, Tel Talpiot page 61, see Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:131, Doleh U’mashka page 211, V’ein Lumo Michshal 5:page 251.


� Igros Moshe Y.D. 3:129:5, see Elya Rabbah 6, Mishnah Berurah 6.


� Al Pi Hatorah Bereishis page 538.


� Elya Rabbah 6, Mishnah Berurah 6, Kaf Ha’chaim 12. If one is standing opposite the Dome of the Rock he should not bow to the kosel because it looks like one is bowing to the Dome (Tel Talpiot page 59, Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:9).


� Yaskil Avdi O.C. 8:25, 43, Rivevos Ephraim 4:54:11.


� Avnei Yushfei 2:55:1, Orchos Rabbeinu 2:page 153:14, page 154:18, see Nechumas Yisroel page 252:20. Another way to rip on the Kosel without seeing the Dome of the Rock is to go through the gate which the buses use (Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita).


� Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:16, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 318:2:page 323:18, Doleh U’mashka page 213.Some say it is better for a woman not to go to the kosel if she will not rip there (Rivevos Ephraim 8:174:1 quoting this as being the opinion of Horav Korelitz Shlita).


� Refer to Magen Avraham 6, Mishnah Berurah 17, Avnei Yushfei 2:55, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 318, 2:page 154:17 and 18, Rivevos Ephraim 6:285, 8:174:1, Doleh U’mashka page 213, V’ein Lumo Michshal 1:page 168. Refer to Tzitz Eliezer 16:39 who discusses if a child ripped your garment for you whether or not you were yotzei.


� Tel Talpiot page 80:footnote 180 quoting the opinions of Horav Chaim Kanievesky Shlita and Horav Chaim Pinchus Sheinberg Shlita. 


� Lehoros Nosson 2:39.


� Tel Tapiot page 80:5, Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:17, Nesuin 2:20:3, Avnei Yushfei 2:55:4.


� Shulchan Aruch 4, Kaf Ha’chaim 21.


� Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:331, Minchas Shlomo 1:73, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 324:1-2, E’ven Yisroel 8:43, see Air Hakodesh V’hamikdosh page 212.


� Refer to Modanei Shlomo page 60:footnote 95, Teshuvos V’hanhugos ibid, Tel Talpiot 7:5, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 319, see Doleh U’mashka page 212.


� Horav Akiva Eiger, Aruch Ha’shulchan 1, Air Hakodesh V’hamikdosh page 212, Nechumas Yisroel page 256:34, Modanei Shlomo page 60.


� Shulchan Aruch 4, Mishnah Berurah 12, Aruch Ha’shulchan 4, Kaf Ha’chaim 20.


� Refer to E’ven Yisroel 8:43, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:331, Tel Talpiot 7:4, Air Hakodesh V’hamikdosh ibid.


� Magen Avraham 4, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 4, Mishnah Berurah 13, Aruch Ha’shulchan 2, Kaf Ha’chaim 22, Nechumas Yisroel page 257.


� Shulchan Aruch 4.


� Tel Talpiot 7:8.


� Chuchmas Adom 152:2.  


� Ish Eitur 48.


� Chuchmas Adom ibid.


� Shulchan Aruch  Y.D. 340:1, Aruch Ha’shulchan O.C. 561:2.


� Shulchan Aruch Y.D. 340:12, Chuchmas Adom ibid, see Doleh U’mashka page 212.


� Shulchan Aruch O.C. 561:5.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Avnei Yushfei 3:59, Rivevos Ephraim 7:145, Ohr L’tzyion 3:30:footnote 5, Orchos Rabbeinu 2:page 153:14, see 1:page 322:14, Doleh U’mashka page 212.


� Nechumas Yisroel page 260:footnote 66, Tel Talpiot 2:13:footnote 206 quoting the opinion of Horav Chaim Kanievesky Shlita.


� Tel Talpiot 7:26


� ibid.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Nechumas Yisroel page 258:40, Orchos Rabbeinu 2:page 148:1, refer to Doleh U’mashka page 212:footnote 57 quoting the opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita who seems to have a different view.


� Refer to Avnei Yushfei 2:54.


� Refer to Igros Moshe O.C. 5:37:2, Piskei Teshuvos 561:3, Tel Talpiot 2:9:1, Natei Gavriel 2:100:23, Betzel Hachuchma 5:12, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:334.


� Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 319:4, 2:page 149:4, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:334, Sheilas Rav 2:33:69, Tel Talpiot 9:1:footnote 154 quoting the opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita, see Igros Moshe ibid. Some say if one is wearing Shabbos clothes already he can be lenient (Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:334, see Igros Moshe Y.D. 3:52:4). Refer to Avnei Yushfei 2:55:3.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see footnote 53.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Igros Moshe Y.D. 3:52:4, O.C. 5:37:4.


� Air Hakodesh V’hamikdash page 217:4. 


� Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 16:footnote 7, Modanei Shlomo page 61:footnote 29, see Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:334.


� Refer to Igros Moshe ibid.


� Refer to Minchas Shlomo 1:73:page 436, Nishmas Yisroel page 253:23.


�Air Hakodesh V’hamikdash pages 219-220:5, Minchas Shlomo 1:73:1, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 16:footnote 7, Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:23, Ohr L’tzyion 3:30:5, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 319:4, 2:page 149:4, Nechumas Yisroel page 253:footnote 30 in depth, Rivevos Ephraim 8:481, Ohr L’tzyion 3:30:5.


� Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 16:footnote 17. Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita said if the minhag is like this then one may follow it. Refer to Orchos Rabbeinu 2:page 149:4 who argues and says one should rip on the days that tachnun is not said.


� Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 324:18, 2:page 149:4, see Shelias Rav 2:33:69.


� Al Pi Hatorah Bereishis page 544.


� Refer to Tel Talpiot 2:13:footnote 207.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. Refer to V’ein Lumo Michshal 1:page 251:5.


� Pe’as Sudcha 1:57, Shevet Ha’Levi 7:78, Modanei Shlomo page 60, Moadim V’zemanim 7:257, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:131, Rivevos Ephraim 7:145, Avnei Yushfei 1:229:page 389, 3:59, E’ven Yisroel 8:43, Ohr L’tyzion 3:30:page 281:footnote 5.


� Refer to Air Hakodesh V’hamikdosh page 215, Igros Moshe O.C. 5:37:3, Nechumas Yisroel page 255:29.


� Moadim V’zemanim 7:257, Divrei Yatziv O.C. 1:89:7, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:131:page 123, see Divrei Yoel 1:30:6, Yaskil Avdi O.C. 8:25:8.


� Aruch Ha’shulchan 2, Air Hakodesh V’hamikodosh page 215, Tel Talpiot 2:12:3:footnote 205, Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:20.


� Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 23:footnote 116, Modanei Shlomo page 58, see Natei Gavriel ibid:2:100:19:footnote 30, Ohr L’tzyion 3:30:footnote 5.


� Magen Avraham 6, Elya Rabbah 8, Mishnah Berurah 17, Aruch Ha’shulchan 2, Kaf Ha’chaim 27.


� Medrash Rabbah Shir Hashirim 2:22.


� Medrash Rabbah Shemos 2:2, Shir Hashirim 2:9, refer to Yugel Yaakov pages 115-116.	 


� Mesechtas Berochos 32b.


� 561:5, see Tzitz Eliezer 10 1:53, Minchas Yitzchok 5:1.


� Igros Moshe 5:kodshim 63.


� See Kaf Ha’chaim end of 151, Yalkut Yosef Moadim pg 590, Ohr L’tzyion 2:45:58, Ginzei Hakodesh pages 278-279. Refer to Sharei Tzion 3:pages 76-97 in depth.


� Tzitz Eliezer 10:1:85, Sharei Tzyion 1:page 27, see ibid:pages 28-41 if the Kosel Plaza has the same kedusha as the place in front of the kosel. Refer to Kovetz Bais Aaron V’Yisroel 80:page 128.


� Rivevos Ephraim 8:page 495.


� Tel Talpiot pg 31, Ohr L’tzyion 2:45:57, Lehoros Nosson 1:7, Tzitz Eliezer 10:1:79-100, Mishkan Dovid 13:2. One should not come to the Kosel only to take pictures (Habayis Hayehudi 4:page 318:5). Women should only go to the Kosel dressed with modest clothing (Ibid:4).


� Refer to Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:132,  Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 319:3, Nezer Ha’chaim page 221:174, Massei Ish 1:page 41, Moadim V’zemanim 5:350, Tel Talpiot 1:page 27:footnote 37. The Chazzon Ish did not go within four amos of the Kosel (Orchos Rabbeinu ibid).


� See Tzitz Eliezer 10 meluyim 85, Moadim V’zemanim 5:350, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 6:footnote 41, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 321:8, 10, Tel Talpiot ibid:footnote 38, Mishkan Dovid 13:6.


� Refer to Mishkan Dovid 13:6, Sharei Tzyion 1:page 24.


� Refer to Taamei Haminhagim page 270:footnote *, Tzitz Eliezer 10:5:6, Tel Talpiot page 28:footnote 38, V’ein Lumo Michshal 5:page 251, see Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 323:15. Many tzadikim did not stick kvitals in Kosel (Tel Talpiot page 28:footnote 38, Sharei Tzyion 4:page 106). Refer to Sharei Tzyion 4 whether or not the kvitals placed in the Kosel or at other holy sites require burying or if one is allowed to burn them. (See Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 1070).


� 2:548, Mishkan Dovid 13:7, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:page 320:6-7, see page 321:10.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.


� Tel Talpiot page 28:4, Mishkan Dovid 13:6. In regard to saying tehillim for a choleh refer to Sharei Tzyion 27 in depth. Whether or not a woman who is a niddah should go to the Kosel see Shevet Ha’kehusi 3:47.


�  Refer to Midrash Rabba V’eschanan 17, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:61, Kovetz Ohr Yisroel 26:pages 187-188:footnotes 19-20.


� Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 6:footnote 18.


� Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 12:30:footnote 42. Whether the minyan should go to the sefer Torah or the sefer Torah should be brought to the minyan see Rivevos Ephraim 7:5, 8:481:16, Tzitz Eliezer 11:16.


� Tel Talpiot page 34:7:footnote 67.


� Tzitz Eliezer 10:19, see ibid 11:22:23, 7, Tel Talpiot 1:page 37:footnote 77 quoting many poskim. Refer to Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso  43:18 footnote 13.


� Refer to Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 6:footnote 40, see Tal Talpiot page 34:footnote 63.


� Refer to Orchos Rabbeinu 5:page 111:78.





( 6 (

