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The Gemorah
 says that one may not earn money on Shabbos.
 Money earned on Shabbos is called sechar shabbos and is prohibited in order to prevent one from conducting business on Shabbos.
 The issur of sechar shabbos is even if the actions being done on Shabbos are permitted (i.e. babysitting or tutoring someone). Nonetheless, since the money is being earned on Shabbos, it is forbidden.
 There is no difference if the employer is a Jew or non-Jew.
 This issur also applies to rental income, thus one may not rent his possessions exclusively for Shabbos.
 

The Recipient or Giver 
There is a big machlokes among the poskim if the issur of sechar shabbos applies to the giver or the receiver. Most poskim say that the issur applies only to the receiver.
 According to this opinion, one would be able to compensate a goy for work done on Shabbos on behalf of a yid. However, a yid would still not be able to pay another yid for services done on Shabbos since by taking the payment the recipient would be transgressing the issur of sechar shabbos, the giver would transgress l’fnei eiver by paying him.

Having Benefit from Sechar Shabbos
One who receives sechar shabbos may not use the money.
 Some suggest that one give the money to tzedaka in a way that one does not benefit from the giving.
 

Giving a Present to Someone 
One may give a present to someone who did work for him on Shabbos. However, a worker may not demand that a present be given to him.
 Based on this it is permitted for a father to promise his child a present on Shabbos.

The Heter of Havlah
It is permitted to receive a single lump sum as compensation for a job that was performed both during the week and on Shabbos. This is called havlah, which means the payment for Shabbos is mixed-in with compensation for a weekday.
 

To be considered havlah the Shabbos work must be part of a single job for which one payment will be given.
 Each person must understand that they cannot back out of the job.
 

According to some poskim it would be permitted to receive money for services provided on Shabbos as long as some preparatory work or monetary expense was incurred before Shabbos- even if it is not directly related.
 For example, a Rav may be paid for a shiur delivered on Shabbos since he had to prepare for the shiur before Shabbos.
 Similarly, a chazzon who practiced for many years until he perfected his skills would be permitted to receive payment for a job done on Shabbos.
 However, relying on this heter is questionable and it is preferable to work out an arrangement where there is a direct weekday preparation for the Shabbos job.

 
Babysitting on Shabbos 

A babysitter who works hourly may not receive money specifically for the hours spent babysitting on Shabbos. However, if she also baby-sat during the week, one may pay her one lump sum which includes the hours that she worked on Shabbos.
 If the babysitter provided diapers etc. for the baby, some say one does not have to make an arrangement to pay her with havlah.
 One may not make a rotational system on Shabbos and baby-sit for someone who baby-sat for you on Shabbos.
 Others are more lenient with this.
 Some say that one who owes a baby-sitter three dollars for work done on Shabbos he should give her three dollars and ten cents. The ten cents is a gift and it comes out that the $3.10 is all a present.

Tutoring on Shabbos 

One may accept money for a tutoring job on Shabbos if he either prepares for the job during the week, or tutors the person during the week and receives payment in one lump sum.
 

A Ba’al Koreh/Darshan 
A ba’al koreh needs much preparation during the week to lain properly on Shabbos. Therefore, a ba’al koreh may receive money for laining on Shabbos as the payment is considered havlah.
 It is also permitted to give someone bar-mitzvah lessons on Shabbos and receive money for them.
 The heter of a ba’al koreh also applies to someone who is paid to give a shiur on Shabbos and prepares for it during the week.
 

Waiters/Caterer/ Mashgiach in a Hotel 
A waiter may receive money for work done on Shabbos, as long as he is not being paid exclusively for Shabbos. For example, the waiter could set the tables before Shabbos.
 Furthermore, a waiter often has a tremendous amount of cleaning work on Motzei Shabbos, so the payment for his job is havlah.
 One who has a job to cater an affair on Shabbos is permitted to take money for the job. The reason is since in all cases the caterer has to prepare the food, etc his payment is havlah. A mashgiach in a hotel for Shabbos should make arrangements to do some work on Friday in order for his payment to be considered havlah.
 

Long-Term Rentals

One may rent out an item for a period of many days, even if it includes Shabbos. The reason is the payment for Shabbos is included in the payment for the other days that the item was rented.
 This is very common when one rents a car for an extended period of time.

Renting a Hotel Room

Many times one who rents a hotel room for Shabbos leaves immediately after Shabbos. One may still pay for this room, since the hotel incurs expenses before or after Shabbos (cleaning and setting up the room); the money given is considered havlah.
 

Vending Machines

Many poskim permit one to own a vending machine which is placed in an area that will be making money on Shabbos. The reason is because the money earned on Shabbos is absorbed in the rest of the week’s earnings.
 Furthermore, during the week there are expenses incurred for the up-keep of the machine.

Paying for a Mikvah
The question arises: How is it possible for a woman to pay for the mikvah that she uses on Friday night, since the mikvah is receiving money for services that were provided on Shabbos? The same question applies to those who have the minhag to be tovel on Shabbos morning before davening. Nevertheless, the poskim say that the payments in these two cases are permitted. The reason is since someone works during the week to make sure that the mikvah is up to par when one wants to use it on Shabbos the payment for the mikvah is a havlah payment which is permitted.
 

Interest from Bank Accounts
One may receive interest which is computed over an extended period of time. Interest which is computed on a day to day basis may create a problem of sechar shabbos. However, the poskim point out that this would only be a problem of sechar shabbos if the interest is calculated according to the Jewish day. However, banks calculate interest based on the secular day, which starts at midnight and ends the following midnight. Therefore, Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l
 said that interest earned on Shabbos is permitted, since it is always mixed with a weekdays interest. 

When Yom Tov falls out on Friday and Shabbos or Shabbos and Sunday this heter would not apply, since the interest earned on the first day is not mixed with a weekday payment because another holy day follows the first one. Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l held that any interest received on such days should be given to a tzedaka in a manner where one has no benefit from giving it.
 

Performing a Mitzvah
There is a big discussion in the poskim if one does a mitzvah on Shabbos whether or not one may receive money for his work. Many poskim say that one may receive money for a mitzvah performed on Shabbos,
 while others are more stringent with this.
 According to these poskim, one who receives money for a mitzvah done on Shabbos will not see any beracha from that money.
 Examples of a mitzvah would be a ba’al to’ke’ah, or a chazzon for the yomim no’raim, etc.
 In these cases, it is preferable to work out a deal that one is also getting money for work done during the week.
 For example, some say a chazzon should daven selichos before Yom Tov, and in this way the money received would be a havlah payment.
 Some say the ba’al to’ke’ah may take money for his work since he has to prepare for his work during the week in order to make sure he does a good job on Yom Tov.
 Others say the ba’al to’ke’ah should blow during the month of Elul and the payment for Yom Tov will include these tekias.

Doctor/ Midwife 
A doctor is allowed to receive money for work that he did on Shabbos. The reason is so doctors should not hold themselves back from treating patients on Shabbos out of fear that they won’t receive payment.
 One may pay a midwife for services performed on Shabbos.

A Shabbos Bris
A mohel may receive money for a bris that is performed on Shabbos. One of the reasons is because he has to come back during the week after the bris to make sure that the baby is well. Therefore, the money is considered a havlah payment.
 

Learning Mishnayos for Someone on Shabbos 

There is a discussion in the poskim if one may receive money for learning mishnayos for someone on Shabbos. If this situation arises, one should consult a Rav.
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� Bava Metzia 5ba, Nedarim 37a. See Minchas Osher 1:36-37. Receiving money for work done on Yom Tov is also forbidden (Shulchan Aruch 585:5, Mishnah Berurah 61, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:50). Some say there is no issur if the money being received is less than a peruta (Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:footnote 108, Shevet Ha’kehusi 3:107).


� Rambam Hilchos Shabbos 6:25, Tur 306.


� Rashi Mesechtas Kesubos 64a, Shar Ha’tzyion 306:14, Mishnah Berurah 16, see Shulchan Aruch Harav 8, Binyan Sholom 306:pages 37-38. In regard to why this gezeira is not considered a gezeira on top of another gezeira refer to Bais Yosef 585, Elya Rabbah 306:14.


� Refer to Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:page 433:33, see 1:214.


� Shulchan Aruch 246:1, Mishnah Berurah 3, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:56.


� Magen Avraham 246:3, Mishnah Berurah 3.


� Refer to Tur 306, Shulchan Aruch 334:25, Mishnah Berurah 306:21, Tehilla L’Dovid 243, Shraga Hameir 3:108:3, Minchas Osher 2:44, Likras Shabbos 2:22:footnote 51:1.


� Mishnah Berurah 306:21. Refer to Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:49.


� Refer to Ritva Avoda Zara 26a, Shulchan Aruch Harav 245:19, Aruch Ha’shulchan 245:18, see Biur Halacha 245 “ossur.”


� Igros Moshe O.C. 4:59, see Mases Shabbos page 50:13, Migdal Dovid kosev footnote 111.


� Refer to Pri Megadim M.Z. 306:4, Mishnah Berurah 306:15, Aruch Ha’shulchan 12, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:52:footnote 117.


� Shevet Ha’kehusi 3:106.


� Rashi Bava Metzia ibid “nosnim,” Shulchan Aruch 306:4, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 306:9, Aruch Ha’shulchan 9, Kaf Ha’chaim 31, Minchas Osher 1:29, 35, see Shol U’meishiv 5:24, Mishnah Berurah 306:21. We are commanded everyday to remember Shabbos. However, how do we get sechar for this it is sechar shabbos? However, since we are commanded everyday the sechar we receive is havlah (Binyan Sholom pages 34-35). The poskim offer reasons as to why there is no concern of receiving money with havlah. (Refer to Shulchan Aruch Harav 306:9, Binyan Sholom page 51, see Mases Shabbos pages 52-54).


� Refer to Maharam Shik O.C. 96, Minchas Osher 2:38:page 95, Be’er Moshe 5:102, Binyan Sholom 306:page 50.


� Poskim.


� Refer to Nodeh B’Yehuda O.C. 2:26, Aruch Ha’shulchan 306:12, Yaskil Avdi 7:19, Yabea Omer 5:25:18, Tzitz Eliezer 13:28. 


� Yaskil Avdi 7:19.


� Refer to Aruch Ha’shulchan 306:11-12, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 3:168, Shevet Ha’Levi 9:66, Tzitz Eliezer 7:28. 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see The Shabbos Home 1:page 35. There is a discussion in the poskim whether the work that is done for havlah may also be done after Shabbos, or if it can only be done before Shabbos. (See Tosfas Shabbos 244:16, Mishnah Berurah 306:21, Kaf Ha’chaim 306:34, Mases Shabbos page 56:footnote 38, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso volume 3:footnote 129:page 48, Binyan Sholom pages 50-51, Megillas Sefer 81:4).


� See Tosfas Shabbos 244:16, Mishnah Berurah 306:21, Kaf Ha’chaim 306:34, Mases Shabbos page 56:footnote 38, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 3:footnote 129:page 48, Binyan Sholom pages 50-51, Megillas Sefer 81:4.


� Minchas Osher 1:35,  Binyan Sholom pages 61-66:footnote 26, 4:17, Mases Shabbos page 75:9, Yalkut Yosef 306:3, Vayivorech Dovid 1:41, Divrei Shalom 3:82, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:54, The Shabbos Home 1:page 30:footnote 6 in depth, Rivevos Ephraim 1:230, 2:115:77, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso  3:28:foontoe 121:page 48. See Shulchan Shlomo 306:5:13. Whether or not it is considered a mitzvah for one to babysit refer to Vayivorech Dovid ibid.


� Refer to Mases Shabbos page 75:footnote 19 in depth.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.


� Refer to Shulchan Shlomo 306:4:9, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:55.


� Be’er Moshe 5:103, Rivevos Ephraim 8:153:1.


� Refer to Shulchan Aruch ibid 4, Migdal Dovid kosev footnote 115.


� See Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:61, refer to Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 306:5, Aruch Ha’shulchan 306:21, Vayivorech Dovid 1:41.


� Mases Shabbos page 71:footnote 5, Yalkut Yosef 306:footnote 10.


� Refer to Kaf Ha’chaim 37, Yaskil Avdi 7:19, Tzitz Eliezer 7:28:7, Yabea Omer 5:25:8, Yalkut Yosef 306:6-7.


� Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:59.


� Refer to ibid: 28:62.


� Binyan Sholom page 68, Yabea Omer ibid, Yalkut Yosef 306:5.


� Migdal Dovid kosev footnote 120.


� Minchas Osher 2:36-37.


� Maharshag 1:65, Kaf Ha’chaim 306:34, Minchas Osher 1:33, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:62-63, Kinyan Torah 3:24, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:197, Minchas Osher 2:93, Yalkut Yosef 306:22, Mases Shabbos page 66:43, see Da’as Torah 306:4, Tzitz Eliezer 728. Refer to Avnei Yushfei 1:75:3, Minhag Yisroel Torah 306:6, Yalkut Yosef 306:22.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Shulchan Ha’Levi 2:7, Practical Laws Of Shabbat 1:pages 5-6 in the haskama of Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita to the sefer. Refer to Minchas Osher 1:31:page 128. In regard to if one is allowed to sell sandwiches in a vending machine if he knows yiddin will not wash on them or recite a beracha refer to Shulchan Aruch 169:1-2, Rama 163:2, Ben Ish Chai Sheminei 1:10, Maharshag 6:17, Piskei Teshuvos 169:3-4, Minchas Shlomo 1:35:1, Ve’alu Lo Ubol 1:page 106:130,  Krayna D’igirsa 1:141:page 158, Nemukei Orach Chaim 169, Chanoch L’nar 14:1:footnote 1,  Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:483, 2:138, 4:49, Igros Moshe O.C. 5:13 in depth, Rivevos Ephraim  1:295, 2:68:6, 3:127, 5:480, 8:74, 480:3, Shevet He’Levi 1:37, 205:163, 4:17, 8:47, 165:7, Divrei Yatziv 1:80, Pe’er Hador 3:page 195, V’ein Lumo Michshal 1:pages 40-41, V’ezos Ha’beracha page 187 (new), Sharei Ha’beracha 13:footnote 27, Kovetz Teshuvos (Horav Elyashiv Shlita) 1:20, Chai Moshe 169:pages 284-287 in depth.


� Refer to Givat Halvana O.C. 28, Maharshag 2:117, Rivevos Ephraim 3:252, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 29:28, Shulchan Shlomo 306:4:8:2:footnote 3,  Minchas Osher 2:35, 42, Minchas Yitzchok 3:34, Chelkes Yaakov 2:102. In regard to leaving a Jewish owned Laundromat opened on Shabbos refer to Shearim Metzuyanim B’halacha 80:63.


� Refer to Nodeh B’Yehuda 2:26, Maharshag 1:65, Arugas Habosem O.C. 63, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:64, Likras Shabbos 2:19:10:footnote 15, Rivevos Ephraim 1:230, Shearim Metzuyanim B’halacha 90:7 (kuntres achron), Shevet Ha’Levi 9:66, Mases Shabbos page 79:21.


� Igros Moshe O.C. 4:59, see Minhag Yisroel Torah 306:2, Minchas Yitzchok 9:59, Minchas Osher 1:34, 2:35, 43, Shulchan Shlomo 306:4:6, Avnei Yushfei 1:75:1, Bris Yehuda 35:18:footnote 62, Yalkut Yosef 306:footnote 19 in depth.


� Igros Moshe ibid, see Be’er Moshe 5:100:1.


� Refer to Mordechai Kesubos 189, Bais Yosef 306, Bach 306,  Drisha 306:2, Prisha 306:5, Shulchan Aruch 306:5, 585:5, Magen Avraham 306:8-9, Be’er Heitiv 306:5, Machtzis Ha’shekel 8, Elya Rabbah 306:15, Shulchan Aruch Harav 11, Chai Adom 60:68,  Mishnah Berurah 306:23, Shar Ha’tzyion 21, Aruch Ha’shulchan 306:12, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 107:16, Shraga Hameir 3:108:3, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 4:141.


� Tur 585, Bais Yosef 585, see Mishnah Berurah 306:22.


� Shulchan Aruch 585:5, Shulchan Aruch Harav 306:11, see Magen Avraham 585:12, Likras Shabbos 2:pages 60-62:footnote 46 in depth. The Yalkut Yosef 306:4:page 124 says if you buy a devar sh’bekedusha with the money then you will see beracha from it.


� Shulchan Aruch 585:5, Mishnah Berurah 306:23. Refer to Bais Shearim 275.


� Levush 306:5, Shemiras Shabbos K’hlichoso 28:66, Avnei Yushfei 1:75:5, Minhag Yisroel Torah 306:3, Yalkut Yosef 306:4, see Eishel Avraham Butchatch 306, Sharei Teshuva 306:2, Aruch Ha’shulchan ibid, Yabea Omer 5:25, Likras Shabbos 2:2:footnote 48. 


� Elef Hamugen 383:23, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:66:footnote 145, see Mishnah Berurah 306:24, Minchas Shlomo 2:page 149.


� Refer to Shol U’meishiv 5:24, Binyan Sholom page 67, Tzitz Eliezer 7:28, 13:28, Likras Shabbos 2:22:25, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 3:168.


� Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:66. refer to Torah L’shma 156.


� Machanei Chaim 3:21, Kaf Ha’chaim 306:36, Har Tzvi 1:204, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 28:67, Tzitz Eliezer 8:15:13:1, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:194, 3:357, Be’er Moshe 5:102, Shulchan Shlomo 306:5:13:3, Chikrei Lev O.C. 9:page 30, Minchas Osher 1:32, 2:38, The Shabbos Home 1:pages 37-38:footnote 21, Shearim Metzuyanim B’halacha 90:7, Avnei Yushfei 1:75:6, Yalkut Yosef 306:23.


� Pri Megadim M.Z. 306:4, Elya Rabbah ibid, Mishnah Berurah 306:24, Yalkut Yosef ibid.


� Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:214, Mases Shabbos page 80:22:footnote 41, Yalkut Yosef 306:25.


� Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:214, see Eishel Avraham Butchatch 306:5, Yalkut Yosef 306:12. Refer to Yalkut Yosef 306:15 in regard to giving out prizes for those who come to say tehillim on Shabbos. See Binyan Sholom page 47, Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso volume 3:28:footnote 147. It is beyond the scope of this article to discuss whether or not one should operate a business on the internet on Shabbos. If one has such a business one should consult with his Rav before continuing to operate this business on Shabbos. (Refer to Ohr Yisroel 35:pages 17-54 in great depth, Journal Of Halacha And Contemporary Society 50:pages 38-61 in depth, Practical Laws Of Shabbat 1: end of the sefer).  One point that it is noteworthy to mention is what has become very applicable and that is placing a bid on e-bay Erev Shabbos. If the situation is that in the event a bid wins he will have to arrange with the seller for the purchase and delivery of the object then one may place a bid on Erev Shabbos. However, a proxy bid which is a bid where by the buyer makes a maximum bid and e-bay’s computers automatically bid for him and then it becomes his, is not allowed to be done (Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita). This would be a concern of mekach u’memchar and not sechar shabbos. 
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