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A mechitza is more than just a partition. A mechitza symbolizes our yearning for our tefillos to connect to Hashem without any distractions standing in the way. For most Orthodox Jews, the days when there was a battle over the mechitza are long gone. Since the overwhelming majority of people insist that there be a mechitza.
 

Since one is supposed to have kavana when davening
 one has to remove every source of distraction. Without a mechitza, a place reserved for tefilla turns into a social gathering. 

Mixed seating was first introduced in America by Isaac Mayer Wise when in 1895 (approx)  borrowed a Baptist Church for reform services in Albany, New York, he found the mixed seating of the Church so much to his liking that he decided to institute it in his Temple. Below we will discuss the reasons for having a mechitza and when one is required to have a mechitza. 

The Source for Having a Mechitza 
The first source to mention making a mechitza is the Gemorah in Succah
 which states “during the Simchas Bais Hashoeiva a takana was made that women and men were seated on two different floors.” A balcony was built above the sides of the men’s section, and was enclosed with a curtain or a one-way mirror.
  This permitted the women to watch the men from above but completely blocked the men’s view of the women. The Gemorah
 states that other takanas were first attempted, and when they did not work the previously mentioned balcony was installed. The Gemorah
 says that there is a kal v’chomer to require a mechitza by a Simchas Bais Hashoeiva from the fact that a mechitza is going to be needed at the eulogy of Moshiach Ben Yosef, where men and women will be seated separately. If separate seating is required even at a funeral, how much more so must separate seating be required on a joyous occasion!
 Some say that the requirement for a mechitza in a shul is min hatorah.
 
The Reasons

There are two basic reasons for a mechitza while davening. Many poskim (among them the Satmar Rav zt”l)
 say the reason for a mechitza is to ensure that men and women do not see each other.
 Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l (and many others) says the reason for a mechitza is to prevent men and women from mixing with each other which can lead to kalus rosh.
 

A Balcony vs. a Non-Balcony

Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l holds that it is preferable to make a balcony in a shul rather than having a mechitza where the women’s section is on the same level as the men. (However, this is only if the women are dressed modestly).
 It is also preferable that the balcony be enclosed with a curtain, etc.
 

The Height of a Mechitza
Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l writes that a mechitza should go up to shoulder height, in accordance with his opinion that the mechitza is to prevent men and women from mingling.
  Ideally, Horav Moshe says the mechitza should be at least 66 inches high (17-18 tefachim).
 However, if the mechitza is only 60 inches high, one should not rebuke those relying on it.
 A yira shomayim should try to make a mechitza high enough that it goes over the heads of the women.
 If one raises the level of the women’s section making the height of the mechitza less than 60 inches, it is unacceptable.
 A shul that does not want to make a mechitza should have the women and men sit on separate sides of the shul.
 

Mechitza Made Of Glass etc. 
One should not use glass as part of a mechitza if by doing so one would be able to see the women during davening. Such a mechitza does not adhere to what a mechitza is meant to be.
 According to Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l using glass would be permitted.
 A mechitza that has a sizable gap towards the top is not vaild. If a mechitza has tiny holes in it the mechitza is still valid.
 

At a Funeral

Based on the Gemorah mentioned above, a mechitza separating men and women should be made at a funeral.
 No mechitza is required while escorting the niftar outside.

On a Bus/Train

Some poskim say that when traveling by a train or bus (owned by a Jewish Company) a mechitza is required.
 However, the minhag of most people is not to be concerned about this.
 Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l says it is permitted to travel on a train during rush hour, even though there are women traveling at that time, if one does not come to think about the women.

During a Speech

It is proper that during a speech a mechitza should be set up to separate the men and women. If this is not feasible then the men and women should be seated at opposite ends of the shul, etc.
 This mechitza may be made on Shabbos.

Male Teaching Females

It is very common for a girl’s school to have Jewish males teaching the girls. Although, it would make sense to say that since the teacher is looking at the girls while teaching a mechitza should be made between the teachers and girls,
 this is not the custom nor is it practical.

Having Separate Classes 

The Meiri
 says when going to school to learn a profession men and women should be taught separately. Many poskim say that this also applies to limudei kodesh and boys and girls must be taught separately - mixed classes are not allowed.
 Horav Moshe Feinstein zt”l
 maintained that even very young children should be taught separately. However, if it is hard to have separate classes for the very young, one can be lenient.
 The minhag seems to be that we are lenient for nursery age children.
 Those schools who teach both boys and girls together are not doing correctly. 

Family Seating at a Hotel

It is very common to go to a hotel and sit next to other families in the same room. Many poskim struggle to search for a heter why this is allowed. Nonetheless, the minhag is to be lenient in this regard.
 One should see to it that the tables of the separate families are not too close to each other. In this way one will somewhat avoid looking at the women.
 When one invites men and women guests to his house the custom is not to require a mechitza. Rather, in this situation the men and women should be seated at opposite ends of the table.
 
Mixed Seating at Weddings

When men and women are seated together at a wedding the poskim say that the beracha of simcha b’miono is not recited at the sheva berochos because there is no simcha if men and women are sitting mixed.
 The Levush
 says if men and women see each other then no simcha b’miono is recited, but today since women are out on the streets more than in previous years we are not concerned that one will have thoughts about women. Many poskim say that the heter of the Levush does not apply in our day and age, since many women do not dress according to the way they are supposed to making people more susceptible to think about them.
 Although years ago mixed seating may have been something which many people (even chareidim) did, this may not be done today and a mechitza should be made at every wedding.
 Today, since the kallah is the only one brought into the men’s section at a wedding during sheva berochos, the beracha of simcha b’miono is recited.

At a Chupah
Some poskim say that one should have a mechitza between men and women by a chupah.
 Other poskim say the path separating the men and women (red carpet) is enough of a separation in this regard. The minhag seems to be like this second opinion.
 Many Chassidim make the chuppah outside; when the chuppah is outside no mechitza is required.
 (At a badeken and during the Smorgasbord a mechitza should be made, but it is not the custom).

At a Mitzvah Tantz
It is the custom of many to have a mitzvah tantz after the sheva bercohos.
 Although many times men and women sit without a mechitza during the mitzvah tantz this is not the correct practice.
 Nevertheless, some poskim say that the custom is to be lenient in this situation (refer to footnote).
 Many Chassidim do in fact have a mechitza at the mitzvah tantz.
Sheva Berochos at a House/Hall

A sheva berochos taking place in one’s house does not require a mechitza since it is a small gathering and it is in the privacy of one’s house. However, a sheva berochos that takes place in a hall should have a mechitza between the men and women.
 This is how many are noheg.

Yeshiva Dinners

It is proper for a Yeshiva dinner to also have a mechitza separating the men and women.

Davening at a Vort in One’s House Etc.

A person is allowed to daven at a vort or l’chayim even though there are women there without a mechitza as long as he is not looking at the women. This is true even l’chatchilah. Nonetheless, ideally the women should move into a different room when the davening is taking place.
 
Davening on an Airplane

It is permitted to daven on an airplane even if there are women present without a mechitza. The reason is because it is both temporary and not a place designated for tefilla.

In a Bais Avel
In a house of mourning it is common for men and women to sit in one room. When the time for tefilla comes the women should go to a different room and there is no need for a mechitza.

In a Camp Dining Room

In summer camps it is very common for the head staff to have a separate dining room where both men and women sit together on separate tables. Since the people are there for the entire summer, it would seem that the proper thing would be is to have a mechitza separating the tables from each other.
 However, this is not very practical and indeed the custom is to be lenient in this regard.
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� Refer to The Sanctity of the Synagogue (Baruch Litvin 1959) where he devotes an entire sefer on this topic. He brings many court cases that have taken place over the years. 


�  Mesechtas Berochos 31a, Niddah 13b, Shulchan Aruch O.C. 96, 98.


� 51b, see Yalkut Shemonei Ki Tzetzeh 534:page 646, refer to Zecharya 8:5.


� Meiri Middos 2:5, see Divrei Yoel O.C. 1:10.


� Succah ibid


� Mesechtas Succah 51b-52a, see Rashi “v’suvda.”


� Refer to Rashi Mesechtas Succah ibid “kan.” Arugas Habosem O.C. 26, Maharam Shik O.C. 77, Pri Hasadeh 4:97, Minchas Yitzchok 2:20, 10 (Lekutei Teshuvos 14), Mishnas Horav Aaron 13, Kedushas Bais Hakeneses pages 20-24, Oz Nedberu 12:48.


� Igros Moshe O.C. 1:39, 1:41, see Zichron Yehuda 1:62.


� Divrei Yoel O.C. 1:10, see Be’er Moshe 4:147. Refer to Teharas Yom Tov 6:pages 28-60 in depth.


� Rambam Perush Hamishnayos Succah page 36, Tosfas Yom Tov Succah 5:2, Machanei Chaim 3:10, Imrei Yosher 2:12, Meishiv Devarim 1:44, Taharas Yom Tov 6:page 57, Divrei Yoel O.C. 1:10, Tzitz Eliezer 7:8, 20:7,  Vayivorech Dovid E.H. 1:121, Minchas Yitzchok 2:20, Halichos Chaim 2:page 45:66,  see Igros Moshe O.C. 1:39, Shraga Hameir 2:24, Oz Nedberu 12:48, Kedushas Bais Hakenesses page 37,  Halacha Berurah 150:7 in depth.


� Refer to Mishnayos Midos 2:5, Tosefta Succah 4:1, Rambam Hilchos Lulov 8:12, Hilchos Bais Habicheira 5:9, Rav M’bartinura Succah 5:2, Meiri Succah 51b:page 176, Igros Moshe O.C. 1:39, 40, Giyonei Minchas Chein Succah 51:pages 214-216, Sharei Halacha U’minhag O.C. 92:pages 198-199.


� Igros Moshe O.C. 1:39, 1:42, see Piskei Teshuvos 151:footnote 16. Some say that the men and women should have separate entrances to enter the shul to avoid a taruvos (Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:162). Women should not stand outside waiting fo their husbands after davening is over. The reason is because it tends to become mixed with both men and women (Be’er Moshe 8:85).


� Divrei Yoel ibid, see Igros Moshe O.C. 1:41, 1:42, O.C. 2:43. 


� Igros Moshe ibid. 


� Igros Moshe ibid, 1:40, 1:42, O.C. 4:31, Srdei Eish 1:8:page 19-20. The Tzitz Eliezer 20:7 says the height should be around 3 and 1/2 amos. 


� Igros Moshe ibid, O.C. 3:23, O.C. 4:30, 4:31, 32


� Igros Moshe ibid. 1:40, O.C. 3:23, Yisroel Kedoshim page 72.


� Igros Moshe O.C. 3:23, 3:24, O.C. 4:29. 


� Igros Moshe O.C. 1:44. If one finds himself in an Orthodox Shul without a proper mechitza he may daven there if there are no women present at the time of davening (Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita).


� Shevet Ha’Levi 1:29.


� Refer to Igros Moshe O.C. 1:43, 3:23. Only if the women are dressed properly.


� Igros Moshe O.C. 4:32, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:162, Piskei Teshuvos 151:4, see Oz Nedberu 13:67.


� Sdei Chemed Aveilus 199:pages 69-70, Pela Yoetz Chosson:Page 249, Igros Moshe ibid, Divrei Yoel ibid, Be’er Moshe 4:147:28, refer to Journal Of Halacha and Contemporary Society 35:page 32.


� Yisroel Kedoshim page 76.


� Oz Nedberu 12:48, see 12:45, Yisroel Kedoshim ibid.


� Rama 315:1, Igros Moshe O.C. 5:12:3, Bais Avi 3:40, Yisroel Kedoshim page 74, Vayivorech Dovid E.H. 1:121, see Srdei Eish 1:page 216:5, Oz Nedberu 12:45. Refer to Kedushas Bais Hakenesses pages 61-62. If it is for kiruv purposes the din may be different (Igros Moshe O.C. 5:11). 


� Refer to Rama 315:1, Mishnah Berurah 5, Avnei Yushfei 5:63:4. The Migdal Dovid 4:pages 766-767:footnote 178 says it should be taken down before Shabbos is over. One should not walk on Shabbos or Friday night in a place where it is customary for many men and women to congregate (Be’er Moshe 4:147:26-27, see Mishnah Berurah 529:22, Kaf Ha’chaim 47). 


� Refer to Oz Nedberu 12:45, Bais Avi 3:40.


� Ibid. See Bais Avi 4:142.


� Mesechtas Kiddushin 80b:page 352. In the footnote ibid he questions why this is not brought in the Rambam or Shulchan Aruch.


� Shevet Ha’Levi O.C. 1:29, Yabea Omer E.H. 4:4, 10:23. 


� Igros Moshe Y.D. 1:137.


� Igros Moshe ibid. 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.


� Refer to Vayivorech Dovid E.H. 1:121, Oz Nedberu 12:48, Yabea Omer 6:13:5, V’ein Lumo Michshal 1:page 152:15, Halachos for the Country page 52.


� Refer to Vayivorech Dovid ibid.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Aruch Ha’shulchan 529:7.


� Sefer Hapardes (Rashi) page 72:29, Sefer Chassidim 393:page 103, Yam Shel Shlomo Gittin 1:18, Kesubos 1:20,  Bach E.H. 62, Be’er Heitiv E.H. 62:11, Bach Hachadoshes Y.D. 55:page 114, Bais Shmuel E.H. 62:11, Chasam Sofer C.M. 190:page 71, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 149:1, Orchos Tzaddikim simcha page 67,  Pela Yoetz Chosson:page 249, Yeuhda Yaaleh 2:45:5, Ahavas  Chesed 3:6:in footnote :page 286, Yabea Omer E.H 3:10:9, Natei Gavriel Nesuin 43:1, 94:3, Minhag Yisroel Torah Nesuin pages 210-212, Birchos Chasanim page 223:45:footnote 101, refer to Shulchan Aruch 529:4, Mishnah Berurah 22, Shar Ha’tzyion 21.


� O.C. minhagim 36.


� Lev Avraham 1:135, Vayivorech Dovid E.H. 1:121:page 12, Oz Nedberu 12:47. 


� Refer to Igros Moshe O.C. 1:39, 1:41, Be’er Moshe ibid, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:651, Natei Gavriel Nesuin 39:2, Journal Of Halacha and Contemporary Society 35:pages 34-35, Shearim Metzuyanim B’halacha 149:1.  Some Chassidim have a wall between men and women (Yisroel Kedoshim pages 72-74). One should not let the women come to the men’s side of the hall (Ibid).  It goes without saying that it is absolutely forbidden to have mixed dancing at a wedding (Refer to Ben Ish Chai Shoftim 1:18, Shiurei Beracha E.H. 21:1, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 152:13, Biur Halacha 339 “l’hukel,” Aruch Ha’shulchan 529:7, E.H. 65:3, Igros Moshe E.H. 1:97, 2:13, O.C. 2:30, 4:35, Minchas Yitzchok 3:109:1, 3:111, Be’er Moshe 4:147:31:page 236, Soveh Simchas 1:14:page 194, Nesuin K’hilchosom 13:26, Halichos Bas Yisroel 7:16, Yugel Yaakov pages 237-241:footnote 325, Yabea Omer 1:30:15). One is allowed to stay at a mixed wedding as long as he or she does not dance (Halichos Bas Yisroel 7:footnote 35). If a Yid wants to dance by a mixed wedding he should not take off his yarmulka (Igros Moshe Y.D. 2:33, see Yugel Yaakov page 232). One should not rent a hall to people if there will be mixed dancing (Igros Moshe Y.D. 1:72, O.C. 4:35). 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Minhag Yisroel Torah Nisuin pages 210-212, Divrei Shalom 6:130.


� Yabea Omer E.H. 3:10:9, Vayivorech Dovid E.H. 1:121, Be’er Moshe 4:147:31.


� Refer to Srdei Eish 1:page 216:5, Asei Lecha Rav 3:40, 8:22, see Natei Gavriel Nesuin 18:1.


� Vayivorech Dovid ibid:page 12.


� Refer to Journal of Halacha and Contemporary Society 35:page 61. One should not go to the women’s section to call his wife, rather a young child should be sent (V’ein Lumo Michshal 5:page 272). 


� Refer to Bach E.H. 21, Pischei Teshuva 65:2, Bais Shmuel 21:11, Lekutei Maharich (seder yom hachupah) pages 753-754 (new), Divrei Torah 1:6, Be’er Moshe 4:131,-133, Minhag Yisroel Torah Nesuin page 216:32, Nesuin K’hilchosom 13:27 in depth. The grandfather of the kallah should only hold on to the kallah during the mitzvah tantz with a separation of a cloth (Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Be’er Moshe 4:133, Igros Moshe E.H. 1:60).


� Yisroel Kedoshim pages 74-75.


� Ohr Yisroel 24:pages 244-245. Refer to Divrei Shalom 6:130 for his reasoning. 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Oz Nedberu 12:46-47, Divrei Shalom ibid. The same is true for a seudas Chanukah or Purim (See Vayivorech Dovid ibid:page 9).


� Refer to Yisroel Kedoshim pages 75-76. In regard to having a mechitza in a restaurant see Vayivorech Dovid ibid:page 9. In regard to a mechitza in work see Yisroel Kedoshim pages 176-177.


� Lev Avraham 1:135, See Yugel Yaakov pages 212-213:footnote 307 in depth. 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. If a lady wants to daven when there are men, no mechitza is necessary (Igros Moshe O.C. 5:12:2). Refer to Kedushas Bais Hakenesses pages 66-67.


� Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 8:footnote 4.


� Igros Moshe O.C. 5:12:1.


� Vayivorech Dovid 2:121:page 7.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. In regard to having a mechitza during a play see Vayivorech Dovid ibid. 
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