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The Mishnah in Pirkei Avos
 states if one has no torah then he has no derech eretz, and if one has no derech eretz then he has no torah.” The Gemorah in Kiddushin
 states “I created a yetzer hara and I created the torah as a remedy,” however, this remedy only helps if one has derech eretz.
 Derech eretz encompasses many aspects of our life. Inclusive in this is the way in which we serve Hashem, and the relationships between one and his friend.
 Below, we will discuss certain areas of halacha that apply to derech eretz.

Oleinu

The custom is to recite Oleinu at the end of each of the three daily tefillos.
 The tefilla was derived from the Rosh Hashanah davening. Oleinu was written by Yehoshua when he conquered Yericho.
 One of the reasons Oleinu is recited is to ingrain in ourselves before we go out into the world, and are amongst the goyim, that Hashem is our king.
 Others say it is based on the halacha that one is supposed to wait a little after davening as not to make it seem that davening is a burden, and Oleinu accomplishes this.
 Oleinu should be said standing
 and with great concentration.
 Some poskim maintain, based on derech eretz, that when the congregation is reciting Oleinu, others davening there should also recite it even they are not yet holding with the tzibbur.
 Others maintain if one is not up to where the tzibbur is holding, one does not have to recite Oleinu with them.
 If one davens ashkenaz, (whereby the minhag is to recite Oleinu after ashrei uva l’tzyion) and finds himself at a nusach sefard minyan (whereby they recite Oleinu at the end of davening), he should recite Oleinu with the tzibbur.
 Others maintain that Oleinu should be recited when he would normally recite it.


In a case whereby one is davening mincha, and the tzibbur finishes first and begins saying Oleinu and one has just finished his shemonei esrei, the question arises if one should recite Oleinu and then recite tachanun or vice versa. Some poskim maintain that one should recite Oleinu with the tzibbur and then say tachanun,
 while most poskim say that tachanun should be recited first.
 Some poskim say it is better to recite Oleinu by yourself while wearing tefillin, then with the tzibbur without wearing tefillin.
 If one is learning at the time that Oleinu is being recited, there is no need to recite Oleinu.
 

Eating In The Street (Ochel B’shuk)

The Gemorah in Kiddushin
 states “eating in the street is comparable to the actions of a dog, and some say one who does this is posul to testify.”
 The seforim offer a number of explanations for this.
 There is a machlokes Rishonim on what ochel b’shuk is referring to. Some say it means one may not eat a meal in the street,
 while others say it means even if one grabs food and quickly eats it.
 The Yerushalymi
 says it is not praiseworthy for a talmid chachum to eat in the street. Some say that only walking and eating is a problem for a non talmid chachum, but sitting and eating the food is allowed.
  It is very common today for cafes to have tables and chairs set up outside for eating. A ben torah should not eat outside even in an area that is enclosed with a gate; rather he should choose to eat inside.
 The same would apply to sitting and eating at a window of a store that is facing the street if the window is wide opened and not curtained.
 For those who are accustomed to being less restrained with their behavior it would seem that the aforementioned case is permitted.
 A bungalow or camp are semi-private places, therefore, one is permitted to eat foods that are normally eaten out in the open, i.e. a bag of potato chips or an ice pop.
 When one is driving in his car on a busy street, and people can easily see if he is eating, then he should refrain from doing so.
 In the mountains while traveling on secluded roads, or on a highway where people are not looking, one is permitted to eat.
. Some poskim say if there is a bus full of bnei-torah they are permitted to eat on the bus. 
 There is an uncertainty in the poskim, if one may eat in a crowded waiting room.

Standing While Eating/Drinking

The Gemorah in Gittin
 states that eating and drinking while standing weakens a person, and many poskim maintain that one should not eat or drink while standing.
 (However, some say that because times have changed it is not bad for a person).
 The Mesechtas Derech Eretz Zuta
 says one who is a talmid chachum should not eat or drink while standing. One should liken himself to a talmid chachum and sit while eating and drinking.
 There is an opinion in the poskim that says the inyun to liken oneself to a talmid chachum only applies to a mitzvah (havdala etc.), and not to a non-mitzvah related to eating or drinking.
 Some poskim maintain that it is permitted to eat and drink while standing, if it is for a short period of time. According to this, one would be able to drink a cup of coffee, or any other type of drink, if it is done quickly.
 It is a known fact that the  Stiepler zt”l would drink coffee while standing.
 Others say that drinking whiskey is permitted while standing.

Drinking From A Cup In One Shot

One should not drink a cup of wine in one shot because he would be considered a gargun. If he drinks it in two shots then it is derech eretz, and if he drinks it in three shots he is a haughty person.
 If one leaves over (even a little bit) in a cup, then he is not considered a gargun.
 If one has a large cup, then one is permitted to drink it even in four shots.
 One should not drink whiskey in one shot even if it is less than a riveous.
 The poskim say this does not apply to water even if it is mixed with other liquids.
 One may drink liquid in one shot on Shabbos.
 
Drinking From A Cup And Giving It To Others 

One should not drink from a cup and then give it to someone else to drink from.
 The reason is because maybe the second person will become disgusted and it will come to danger.
 In a situation whereby one did not take it from his friend, rather it was placed on the table and he took it, it is permitted.
 If two people recognize each other then one may drink from the same cup.
 However, it is best for the first drinker to wipe the top, before allowing his friend to drink from the cup.
 Others say, one should not rely on the other person wiping the top of the cup, rather the second drinker should wipe the top of the cup before he drinks from it.
 At kiddush, the custom is to be lenient, and drink from the person who made kiddush.
 We only find this concern in regard to liquids, and not by food. One is permitted to take sherayim (leftovers) from a Rebbe.
 

Leaving Over Some Food On Ones Plate 

In earlier years, when there was a shamash serving the food, one would leave over some food for the shamash to eat.
 Today, since we do not have a shamash this does not apply.
 Nonetheless, one should leave over some food on his plate so that it doesn’t seem like he likes to eat a lot.
 On Shabbos and Yom Tov this does not apply.

Drinking From A Bottle 

It is not derech eretz to drink straight from a bottle.
 However, a bottle where it is the usual derech to drink from, i.e. a sports bottle, it is permissible to drink straight from the spout.
 

Birchas Haorech

In earlier times if there was a guest at a meal, he would bench for everyone, and would recite a beracha to bench the bal habayis.
 Today, being that we all bench to ourselves, many say that this halacha does not apply.
 It is possible that the harachamuns that we have after the berachas of birchas hamazon were constructed to give a beracha to the bal habayis, all be it in a different form than the one found in the Gemorah. The earlier harachamuns were put in to bench Hashem before benching humans.
 Others maintain that even today one should recite the birchas haorech.
 This beracha is not an obligation, but a pleasant idea.
 If the bal habayis does not want that his guest should recite the beracha to him, he has that right.
 Some poskim maintain that each person at the table should recite the beracha even if he was not asked to bench.
 Some say when one is eating by his in-laws, one does not have to say the birchos haorech,
 while other poskim maintain that one should recite this beracha when one is eating by his parents or in-laws.
 Some poskim say that people who eat in yeshiva should say in the harachamuns, “harachamun baalei haseuda.”
 The same would apply when one eats at a restaurant,
 while others say this is not necessary.
 Some have the custom to recite this beracha after al yechasreinu,
 others recite it before harachamun hu yevorech etc.
 Some poskim maintain that one may recite the birchas haorech on Shabbos as well, and it is considered like one is asking for personal needs on Shabbos.
 
Whistling 

Al pi din, one is allowed to whistle, however, some maintain it is not proper for a ben torah to do so.
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� 3:17, Rabbeinu Yona. 


� 30b.


� V’Ein Lumo Michshal 3:page 5


� Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 24:63, TuvYehoshua pages 1-8 (old print). 


� Refer to Rama 132:2, Magen Avraham 132:1, Be’er Heitiv 3, Mishnah Berurah 7, Kaf Ha’chaim 132:11, Tefilla K’hilchoso 17:13, Rivevos Ephraim 4:44:89, Sheilas Rav 2:11:37,39, see Pri Hasadeh 4:41. 


� Elya Rabbah 132:3, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 1, Chai Adom 32:35, Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 17:20, Aruch Ha’shulchan 133:1. Women should recite Oleinu as well (Machzei Eliyahu 20). 


� Bach 133, see Lekutei Maharich 1:page 203 (new). 


� Meiri Berochos 32 page 118.


� Levush 133:1, Elya Rabbah ibid, Aruch Ha’shulchan 1, Kaf Ha’chaim 15, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 24:11, Lekutei Maharich 1:page 203, Orchos Yosher page 104:33.


� Levush 133:2, Chai Adom 32:35, Ben Ish Chai Ki Sisah 1:18,  Mishnah Berurah 8, Aruch Ha’shulchan 1, Kaf Ha’chaim 15, Ketzos Ha’shulchan ibid.


� Machtzis Ha’shekel 65:3, Mishnah Berurah 65:9, Aruch Ha’shulchan 65:6, Kaf Ha’chaim 65:4, Sheilas Rav 2:11:38. Some say the custom to spit when reciting sh’heim mishtachavim (Refer to Taz Y.D. 179:3, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 24:11, Sheilas Rav 2:11:43). If while one is reciting sh’heim mishtachavim he hears kaddish or a beracha being recited he should answer amen (Ben Ish Chai Terumah 1:18, Halichos Olom 1:page 247


� Mevakshei Torah 3:page 250:68, Rivevos Ephraim 1:115, some say that in this situation one has to only bow with the tzibbur. (Aruch Ha’shulchan 65:6, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 24:11,Tefilla K’hilchoso 17:footnote 31).


� Avnei Yushfei Tefilla 6:9 quoting the opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita and Horav Ben-zion Abba Shaul zt”l, Tefilla K’hilchoso ibid, Ishei Yisroel 26:15 (old) quoting the opinion of Horav Chaim Kanievesky Shlita, Ohr L’tzyion 2:page 78, Mevakshei Torah 3:page 250:68, Sheilas Rav 2:11:39, Divrei Chachumim page 46:94, see Yaskil Avdi 8:17:2, Avnei Yushfei ibid who quote others who argue.


� Refer to Hatefilla V’hilchoseha 25:footnote 55.


� Poskim


� Emes L’Yaakov 65:footntote 85, Rivevos Ephraim 6:101, Tefillas Chanah page 304, Avnei Yushfei Tefilla 6:21:page 84 quoting the opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita.


� Sheilas Rav 2:11:42, Doleh U’mashka page 92:42. One should initially stay until the end of davening (Chai Adom 19:8, Mishnah Berurah 55:14, Biur Halacha 146 “avol,” Ishei Yisroel 26:footnote 59 (old). The Orchos Yosher page 105:38 says one may leave early only once in a while. If one left davening before Ashrei U’va L’tzyion he has to make it up later on (Rivevos Ephraim 3:87:1). 


� Opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita quoted in Rivevos Ephraim 1:115, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 6:page 79:footnote 27 says one should say Oleinu in this situation but it does not seems to be the minhag. Refer to Sheilas Rav 2:11:41. The poskim say that one should say the shema yisroel (the first posuk) (Shulchan Aruch 65:3) and ashrei (Magen Avraham 65:3) when the tzibbur is saying them. However, the custom is that only shema yisroel etc. is recited. (Aruch Ha’shulchan 65:6, Halichos Shlomo ibid).


� 40b. Refer to Rashi “posul.” 


� Gemorah ibid, Rosh 1:65, Rambam Hilchos Eidos 11:5, see Hilchos Deos 5:2, Tur C.M. 34, Bach Shulchan Aruch C.M. 34:17-18, Sma, Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 24:63, Tov Yehoshua page 19:95 (old print), refer to Mishnas Rav Aaron 1:pages 157-158.


� As to why one is comparable to a dog as opposed to other animals refer to Maharsha, Maharal Kiddushin  ibid, pages 444-445, Ohr Avraham page 38. 


� Rabbeinu Tam quoted in Tosfas “v’yeish,” Refer to Ritva Kiddushin 40b, Bach, Bais Yosef, ibid, Karbon Nesanel 1:30.


� Rabbeinu Chananel quoted in Tosfas ibid. Refer to Meiri.


� Mesechtas Maseros 3:2.


� Yaavetz Kiddushin ibid.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Oleinu Leshabe’ach 2:page 672, V’ein Lumo Michshal 3:page 44, Chashukei Chemed Berochos page 302-303.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita,  Refer to V’ein Lumo Michshal 3:page 42, Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 24:63.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. In a vicinity of picnic tables where people eat regular meals they can eat outside as well (Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita). 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. Refer to Oleinu Leshabe’ach ibid.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.


� Derech Sicha page 527, see Doleh U’mashka page 107:footnote 9, Chashukei Chemed Berochos page 302. Refer to Shevet Ha’kehusi 6:461.


� Sheilas Rav 1:11:5.


� 70a.


� Rambam Hilchos De’os 4:3, Kol Bo 2:page 490 (new), Siddur Yaavetz page 912, Reishis Chuchma shar hu’anavah 2:page 450 (new), Magen Avraham 296:4, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 4, Machtzis Ha’shekel 4, Levushei Srad 6, Oles Shabbos 2, Elya Rabbah 170:23, 296:14, Be’er Heitiv 170:16, 296:5, Shulchan Atzei Shitim 6:13, Shulchan Aruch Harav 296:15, Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 24:63, Tov Yehoshua page 12:15 (old print), Taamei Haminhagim page 557:31, Mishnah Berurah 296:6, Aruch Ha’shulchan O.C. 179:15, Y.D. 116:15, Kaf Ha’chaim Y.D. ibid:90, Shulchan Hatohar (Karmarna) 170:19, Lekutei Maharich 1:page 225 (new), Shemiras Shabbos K’hilchoso 60:22, Shemiras Haguf V’hanefesh 1:25:page 83.


� Rav Poalim 2:45.


� 5:1. 


� Machtzis Ha’shekel 296:4, Elya Rabbah 296:14.


� Kovetz Ohr Yisroel 29:pages 123-126.


� Kovetz Ohr Yisroel 29:pages 123-126. The custom by a bris or a wedding is for one to taste the wine and it is done while standing. The poskim say the reason for this is because one is merely tasting not drinking therefore it is a permitted practice. (Yisroel B’mamadam 16:7).


� Orchos Rabbeinu 3:page 223, 5:page 96:31.


� Taamei Haminhagim page 557:footnote 1, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 39:badi 8.


� Refer to Gemorah Pesachim 86b, Shulchan Aruch 170:8, Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 24:63. Refer to Piskei Teshuvos 170:12 who says it means placing the cup down and lifting it up again, and it does not mean sips. See Sharei Ha’beracha 3:footnote 66.


� Magen Avraham 12, Machtzis Ha’shekel, Mishnah Berurah 20, Kaf Ha’chaim 33, see Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 13. 


� Refer to Rama 170:8, Aruch Ha’shulchan 9.


� Elya Rabbah 12, Shar Ha’tzyion 170:20. One may drink a cup of whiskey in three shots (Ketzos Ha’shulchan 39:12, see Aruch Ha’shulchan 9).


� Shulchan Hatohar (Karmarna) 170:11.


� Refer to Rama 167:1, Tosfas Shabbos 274:4, Kaf Ha’chaim 37, Chai Moshe page 292. It is permitted for one to drink the four koses at one time at the seder nights (Rivevos Ephraim 7:103, V’Ein Lumol Michshal 3:pages 110-111). One should not lick his fingers after eating (Derech Eretz Zuta 5:1, Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 24:63, Tuv Yehoshua page 12:16 old print). 


� Mesechtas Derech Eretz Rabbah 9:page 57, Shulchan Aruch 170:16, Aruch Ha’shulchan 16, The Shulchan Hatohar (Karmarna) 170:16 says the custom is to be lenient with this halacha today. The Levush 170:16 says this applies to wine.


� Taz 8, Magen Avraham, Kaf Ha’chaim 58. 


� Taz  8, M.Z. 8, Levush 16, Mishnah Berurah 37, Kaf Ha’chaim 59. 


� Shar Ha’tzyion 30, Aruch Ha’shulchan 16.


� Refer to M.Z. ibid, Levush ibid, Elya Rabbah 20, Shar Ha’tzyion 30, Aruch Ha’shulchan 19, Kaf Ha’chaim 59,76.


� Piskei Teshuvos 170:footnote 96, Avnei Yushfei 2:18. 


� Sdei Chemed asifos dinin berochos 31:page 363, Yalkut Yosef page 142, Ben Ish Chai Behar/ Bechukosi 1:13, see Shmeiras Shabbos K’hilchoso  48:69 who questions the custom of people to drink from one another.


� Hisoreros Teshuva 1:82, see Minhag Yisroel Torah 170:8 who discusses taking leftovers from people who you do not recognize. In regard to eating the leftovers from tzaddikim (sherayim) refer to Divrei Torah 1:13, Ohev Yisroel Mishpatim (new) page 104. 


� Refer to Shulchan Aruch 170:3, Magen Avraham 8, Be’er Heitiv 3, Levush 3, Elya Rabbah 7, Mishnah Berurah 14-15, Biur Halacha 169 “m’yad,” Aruch Ha’shulchan 5, Kaf Ha’chaim 21-22. 


� Ben Ish Chai Behar/Bechukosi 1:14, Shulchan Hatohar (Karmarna) 170:6.


� Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 24:63, Tuv Yehoshua page 15:46, Ben Ish Chai Behar/Bechukosi 1:14, Piskei Teshuvos page 2:479.


� Refer to footnote 49, Piskei Teshuvos 170:4, Minhag Yisroel Torah 170:4. Refer to Avnei Yushfei 2:18 where he is stringent in a case where one wants to rip a challah without a knife.


� V’ein Lumo Michshal 3:page 36:footnote 15.


� Refer to Ohr L’tzyion 2:46:7, Veyalu Lo Yuvol 1:page 107, V’ein Lumo Michshal 3:page 36.


� Gemorah Berochos 46a, Rashi, Rosh 7:11, Shulchan Aruch 201:1, Tur, The Magen Avraham 3 says only if one is benching with a cup is the beracha to the bal habayis recited. (Refer to Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 2, Shar Ha’tzyion 15).


�  Refer to Levush 201:1, Oles Tamid 201:1, Toras Chaim 3, Sheilas Yaavetz 1:74, Shar Ha’tzyion 16, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 3.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Ran, Madanei Yom Tov 7:9, Machtzis Ha’shekel, Mishnah Berurah 5, Shar Ha’tzyion 14, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Shulchan Hatohar (Karmarna) 201:3, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:122.


� Ben Ish Chai Shlach 1:24, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Vezos Ha’beracha page 143. 


� Aruch Ha’shulchan 2.


� Ran, Tur, Bais Yosef, Levush 1, Shulchan Aruch Harav 4, Mishnah Berurah 6, Tehilla L’Dovid 1, see Prisha 2.


� Ben Ish Chai ibid, Aruch Ha’shulchan ibid, Vezos Ha’beracha ibid. The Sheilas Rav 2:17:22 says no amen is recited on the birchas haorech.


� Refer to Doleh U’mashka page 117.


� Doleh U’Mashka page 117:footnote 330 quoting the opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita. Refer to Magen Avraham 201:2, Mishnah Berurah 3, Vezos Ha’beracha page 143:5.


� Ohr L’tzyion 2:page 305:33. 


� Oleinu Leshabe’ach 2:page 674.


� Vezos Ha’beracha page 143, Piskei Teshuvos 201:footnote 5, Doleh U’mashka page 117. Refer to Aruch Ha’shulchan 2, Kaf Ha’chaim 11, Sharei Ha’beracha 6:footnote 65.


� Sifsei Chachumim Berochos 41a page:280 (new), Vezos Ha’beracha ibid.


� Refer to Kaf Ha’chaim 12, Sharei Ha’beracha 6:footnote 65.


� Sharei Ha’beracha 6:footnote 65, Piskei Teshuvos ibid:footnote 10, Mases Shabbos page 538.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Yalkut Yosef 338:9:page 70 in depth.
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