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The Gemorah in Menochos
 states, “the mitzvah of tzitzis is equal to all of the other mitzvahs combined.” If one is careful with the mitzvah of tzitzis he merits being mekabel the shechina.
 One who fulfills the mitzvah of tzitzis is zoche to techiyas hameisim.
 Tzitzis is a segula for protection against any danger.
 

Checking The Tzitzis
Before one recites the beracha on his tallis, one should check to see if his tzitzis are intact and kosher. We do not rely on a chazaka and say that if they were good until now, we assume that they are kosher now.
 If one does not check them before the beracha, it may be a beracha l’vatalah.
 Some say one should check the tzitzis from the hole on the garment until the knot of the tzitzis.
 Today, tzitzis are made very strong and the chances of anything happening to them are very slim, nonetheless, one should check them.
 The custom seems to be that the tzitzis are checked on Shabbos morning as well.
 One who comes late to shul, and has no time to check his tzitzis before davening, may rely on the chazaka and recite the beracha.
 Some have the custom to place their tallis on their shoulder when checking the strings.
 

Separating The Tzitzis Strings 

One has to separate each string of tzitzis from each other before a beracha is recited on them.
 Some say that this was only applicable when the custom was to wear techeilis, and one would separate the blue strings from white strings.
 Even today, one should detach the strings from one another even though techeilis is not worn today.
 The Biur Halacha
 says if one sees that the tzitzis are stuck together then one should separate them from each other (see footnote). Some say one should separate the tzitzis because by doing so it will arouse ones concentration.

Reciting The Customary Pesukim 

Before reciting the beracha one should have in mind that Hashem commanded us to place tzitzis upon us in order to remember his mitzvahs.
 If one just had in mind to perform a mitzvah of tallis then one was yotzei b’dieved.
 Before one makes the beracha, it is customary to say yihi rotzon and burchei nafshi.
 Some have the custom to recite leshem yichud before the beracha,
 while others do not have this custom.
 

The Beracha 

The custom is to first recite the beracha on the tallis, and then the beracha on the tefillin.
 One should take the tallis in both his right and left hand in order that he has a better grip on the tallis (refer to picture # 1).
 The beracha should not be said when the tallis is folded on ones shoulders, or folded in ones hands, (refer to picture # 2), since that would not constitute o’ver l’asiyuson (the beracha should be recited right before the mitzvah),
 rather the tallis should be opened before the beracha is recited.
 The beracha (and the atifa) should be recited standing.
 If one recited the beracha while sitting, he was yotzei b’dieved.
 The beracha has to be recited before the atifa-wrapping.
 Most poskim maintain that one should pronounce the bais b’tzitzis with a patach – batzisis.
 However, the Mishnah Berurah and many other poskim maintain that the nusach that one should say is, l’hisatef betzisis.
 If one recited al mitzvahs tzitzis instead of l’hisatef he was yotzei.
 When one is about to recite the beracha,
 one should look at his tzitzis.

The Atifa – Wrapping Of The Tallis 

There is a dispute in the poskim as to how the tallis should be placed on oneself. Some say that one does not need a wrapping, rather one has to place the tallis on his body as he would place any garment on himself, sometimes the head is covered and sometimes not (refer to picture # 3).
 Others say we find a language of eituf by a tallis, and we know that the yishmueylim do eituf, therefore, many poskim maintain that we must wrap ourselves like yishmueylim.
 The Gemorah in Moed Katton
 states that any atifa that is not like the atifas yishmueylim is not an atifa. There is a discussion in the poskim as to the correct way to perform this atifa. Many poskim say that one should place the tallis over his face until the tallis reaches his mouth and then take the strings and throw it over his left side (refer to picture #4 and #5).
 (Some have the custom to place all four strings over the left shoulder; others place them over the right shoulder as well. Some place two over the right shoulder and two over the left one).
 According to this explanation, it would seem that it was not possible for the Arabs to see while walking around since their entire face is covered.
 Some say that even if one does it this way, it is acceptable since the tallis lifts up a bit and one is able to see, and this is the way the Arabs wear it.
 Others maintain that this is not the correct way, and one should only cover the tallis up until his eyes, and wrap the tzitzis on the side of his face to the left side. This way, one may see what he is doing, and this is also the way that the Arabs wear their turbans.
 One should make sure that the tallis remains on his body a little to be considered doing eituf yishmueylim on the body as well.
 According to all opinions one may not place the tallis passed his mouth going until his stomach since it is not possible for one to see, and it is not called an atifa (refer to picture # 6).
 Wrapping the tallis around ones neck and doing a wrapping is not a valid atifa (refer to picture # 7).
 After the atfia is finished, one should place the tzitzis, two on the right and two on the left in order to be surrounded entirely in this mitzvah (refer to picture # 8).
 When the atifa is finished, one should recite ma yukor.
 One should keep himself wrapped for the amount of time that it would take to walk four amos.
 It is proper that one covers his head with his tallis (refer to picture # 9).
 

The Atara 

In order for one to know which side is the top of the tallis and which side is the bottom a simon was made on the tallis. This is the silk material that surrounds the top of the talleisim.
 The custom of the Arizal was not to have any simon.
 Many have the custom to place an atara on the tallis to serve as a simon and to beautify the tallis.
 Some have the custom to place an atara in the middle of the tallis.
 Many Chassidim have the custom to have a silver atara that is woven.
 

The Lines On Talleisim 

The Ashkenazim have black lines on their talleisim, while the Sefardim have white lines. Some say the reason for the black lines and/or the white lines is to add class and style to the talleisim.
 Others maintain the reason is to serve a remembrance of techeilis, since the blood that the techeilis is made from is black.
 The Sefer Matamim
 quotes the following reason; When techeilis was worn, the people who worked with the techeilis placed blue lines on their talleisim in order that one was able to identify the people that worked with the techeilis. When techeilis stopped being worn, black lines were placed on the tallis as a remembrance. 

Single Men Wearing A Tallis Gadol 

The custom in most circles is that single men do not wear a tallis gadol by davening.
 (Except for certain situations. i.e; when davening for the amud). Some say the reason is because the posuk  saysגדילים תעשה לך 
 and this posuk is next to the posuk of כי יקח איש אשה,
 therefore one only wears tzitzis when he gets married.
 The custom of the Sefardim and Jews originating from Germany is that they wear talleisim when they are single.
 Some say the reason why some wear a tallis gadol even before marriage is because they are concerned that the tallis katton may be to small for the correct shiur.
 If a single man has the custom to wear a tallis by davening, and now finds himself at a shul where the custom is that single men do not wear a tallis gadol at davening, he may still wear his tallis gadol, and does not have to follow the minhag of the place that he is davening at.
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� 43b. Refer to Gemorah Nedarim 25a, Gemorah Shevuos 29a, Yalkut Shemonei Shlach remez 247, Rambam Hilchos Tzitzis 3:12, Tur 24, Me’am Loez Shlach page 185 and 192.


� Menochos ibid, Tur 24, Shulchan Aruch 24:3.


� Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 10:6. If one keeps the mitzvah properly then 2800 servants will serve him. (Gemorah Shabbos 32b, see Yalkut Shemonei Zecharya remez 574). One who is careful with tzitzis will merit a nice tallis. (Gemorah Shabbos 23b, Yalkut Shemonei Beshalach remez 230, see Gemorah Shabbos 133b).


� Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 10:6.


� Tur 8, Bais Yosef, Bach, Shulchan Aruch 8:9, Magen Avraham 11, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 11, Sharei Teshuva 9, Levush 8, Shulchan Aruch Harav 13, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 9:7, Chai Adom 12:1, Ben Ish Chai Bereishes 1:3, Torah L’shma 5, Mishnah Berurah 22, Kaf Ha’chaim 34, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:51, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 7:3, Sefer Tzitzis 8:42, Shraga Hameir 8:31:2, Igros Moshe O.C. 4:21:6, Yechaveh Da’as 6:1, Minhag Yisroel Torah 8:6, Emes L’Yaakov 8:9, Sheiros Yosef 8:36, see Rosh Mesechtas Tzitzis 2:9. The Stiepler zt”l checked his tzitzis when he folded them after davening and did not check them the next morning before he put them on (Orchos Rabbeinu 1:25:page 17). 


� Prisha 8:9, Bais Yosef, Shulchan Aruch 8:9, Chuchmas Shlomo, Mishnah Berurah 22, Aruch Ha’shulchan 14, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:52, Teshuvos Rav  Shteif  237: page 251.


� Refer to Taz 8, Mishnah Berurah 8:21, Kaf Ha’chaim 37. See Orchos Rabbeinu 1:28:page 17 who had a different view. 


� Rivevos Ephraim 2:19:5, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:11, Refer to Shulchan Aruch Harav 15, Aruch Ha’shulchan 14, Yechaveh Da’as ibid.


� Shulchan Aruch Harav kuntres achron 8:2, Mishnah Berurah 8:20, 13:7, Kaf Ha’chaim 36, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:47, Me’am Loez ibid pages 190-191, Rivevos Ephraim 4:15:4, Otzros Yosef 1:22, see Sharei Teshuva 8:8, Kaf Ha’chaim 8:30, Minhag Yisroel Torah 8:6, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla page 27 who argue. 


� Refer to Be’er Heitiv 9, Shulchan Aruch Harav 15, Chai Adom 12:1, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 9:7, Mishnah Berurah 22, Aruch Ha’shulchan 14, Kaf Ha’chaim 35, Rivevos Ephraim 1:22.


� Sefer Tzitzis ibid footnote 58.


� Gemorah Menochos 42a, Rashi “v’tzorech,” Tur, Bais Yosef, Bach, Shulchan Aruch 8:7, Gra 15, Levush, 7, the custom seems  tobe that the tzitzis are separated on Shabbos as well (Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 10:3). In regard to making a knot on Shabbos in order for the tzitzis not to untie refer to Rivevos Ephriam 3:25:2, see Oz Nedberu 11:48.


� Refer to Bais Yosef, Prisha 7, Magen Avraham 10, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 10, Mishnah Berurah 18, Aruch Ha’shulchan  13.


� Refer to Gra 15, Elya Rabbah 8, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 9:7, Mishnah Berurah 18, Biur Halacha “tzorech,” Kaf Ha’chaim 29, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:46-47, Rivevos Ephraim 1:23:5, Sheiros Yosef 8:34:footnote 41, The seforim say that tzitzis stands for “tzadik yafrid tzizisosov tamid.”(Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 10:3, Mishnah Berurah 8:18, Otzer Dinim U’minhagim page 350). Some say if one did not separate the tzitzis strings from one another it is not meachev. (Eliyahu Zuta 5, Elya Rabbah 8, Aruch Ha’shulchan 13). Refer to Biur Halacha “tzorech.”


� “tzorech.” Today, tzitzis are made very well and the tzitzis usually do not stick together. (Refer to Aruch Ha’shulchan 13).


� Be’er Moshe 8:43:4.


� Shulchan Aruch 8:8, Aruch Ha’shulchan 8:13, Kaf Ha’chaim 91, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:49. 


� Mishnah Berurah 8:19, Biur Halacha 60 “yiesh omrim” (second), Masef Lechul Hamachanus 48, Bais Boruch 1:12:2:page 273.


� Refer to Siddur Yaavetz page 110-111, Kaf Ha’chaim 6, Lekutei Maharich page 27a (new), Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:8, Me’am, Loez ibid page 190, Sheiros Yosef 8:38.  Some add their own nusach into the yihi rotzon (Refer to Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:23, Bais Boruch 12:5). See Betzel Hachuchma 4:160.


� Kaf Ha’chaim 25:29, 60:11, Machzik Beracha 231:1, Taamei Haminhagim kuntres achron 10, Me’am, Loez ibid, Sheiros Yosef 8:9:footnote 11, see Minhag Yisroel Torah 8:1:pages 66-68. 


� Nodeh B’Yehuda 2:107:page 66 (old).


� Rama 25:2, Levush 25:1,  Elya Rabbah 8:1, Mishkenos Yaakov 26, Biur Halacha 25:1 sh’malin,”  Har Tzvi 1:20, Taamei Haminhagim page 10:20, Otzer Dinim U’minhagim page 52, see Shagas Aryeh 32.


� Refer to Sharei Teshuva 2, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 9:8, Mishnah Berurah 2, Sheiros Yosef 8:21:footnote 26, see Eishel Avraham Butchatch, The Kaf Ha’chaim 22:9 says one should hold the tallis only with ones right hand. 


� Mishnah Berurah 2, see Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 3, Sheiros Yosef 8:19. 


� Be’er Moshe 3:4:5. One should place the tallis behind himself before reciting the beracha (Sefer Tzitzis page 3:footnote 3, Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 33:page 25).


� Shulchan Aruch 8:1, Levush 8:1, Magen Avraham 2, Be’er Heitiv 2, Biur Ha’Gra 1, Machtzis Ha’shekel, Ateres Zekanim, Shulchan Aruch Harav 3-4, Chai Adom ibid, Mishnah Berurah 2, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 4, Chaim Shaul 2:1, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 7:4, Yisroel B’mamadam 1:2:2, see Sheiros Yosef pages 108-109, Orchos Rabbeinu 1:23:page 16. An old or weak person may sit. (Refer to Aruch Ha’shulchan 8:3). 


� Elya Rabbah 2, Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 8:2, Chai Adom ibid, Mishnah Berurah 2, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 5, Sheiros Yosef 8:17.


� Chai Adom 12:3, Divrei Nechemya 1:9, Maharshag 1:28, Be’er Moshe 3:4:5. see Tosfas Succah 39a “o’ver.”


� Siddur Yaavetz page 11, Mor V’kitzia page 16, Machtzis Ha’shekel 7, Shulchan Aruch Harav 2, Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 9:8, Ben Ish Chai Bereishes 1:2, Aruch Ha’shulchan 3, Lekutei Maharich page 29 (new), Kaf Ha’chaim 19, Sefer Tzitzis page 22, Sheiros Yosef 8:14:footnote 18, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:21, refer to Ha’ Mesivta 5756 pages 535-549 in depth who maintains the custom is to say the bais with a patach. The Kovetz Bais Aaron V’Yisroel (91 pages 106-109) says the same thing. This is the custom of Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita.


� 10, Shar Hatzyion  15, see Levush 1, Elya Rabbah 1, Magen Avraham 7, Be’er Heitiv 5, Sharei Teshuva 5, Mekor Chaim 1:page 41, Lev Chaim 1:8:74:pages 93-93b, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 7:4, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 32, Emes L’Yaakov 8:footnote 14. Refer to Kovetz Bais Aaron V’Yisroel 93:page 105. Whatever custom one has with this is accepted. Refer to Minchas Yitzchok 9:58:2 why we say l’hisatef. The Masef Lechul Hamachanus 24:9 says at the time when one is saying l’hisatef b’tzitzis he should have in mind the thirty two strings of tzitzis, and it is a segula not to have any toothaches (there are thirty two teeth when none of them fall out or are pulled out).


� Chai Adom 12:4, Mishnah Berurah 17. One who wears a tallis gadol does not recite a beracha on his tallis katton, rather he should have in mind when reciting the beracha on his tallis gadol to exempt the tallis katton. ( Mishnah Berurah 7, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:22-23).


� Refer to Sefer Tzitzis page 442.


� Tur 24, Shulchan Aruch 24:3, Mishnah Berurah 24:6, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 7:4. 


� Tur, Shulchan Aruch 2, Gra 5, Levush 2, Masei Rav 15. This was the custom of the Chazzon Ish (Orchos Rabbeinu 1:24:page 17). The Taamei Haminhagim page 6:11 says the reason for the atifa is because it humbles oneself. 


� Tur, Prisha 2, Bach, Shulchan Aruch Harav 5-6, Maharsham 4:5, Mishnah Berurah 2, Aruch Ha’shulchan 5, Kaf Ha’chaim 7, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:9, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 7:4, Sheiros Yosef 8:footnote 22, Ozer Yisroel page 23, Minhag Yisroel Torah 8:2. 


� 24a.


� Refer to Rashi Mesechtas Moed Katton “g’ove,” Magen Avraham 2, Shulchan Aruch Harav 8:5, Mishnah Berurah 4, Aruch Ha’shulchan 5, Lekutei Maharich page 13b (old). A lefty should do it this way as well. Refer to Yemin Moshe page 11:footnote 17.


� Refer to Kaf Ha’chaim 8:7, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:11, see Radvaz 3:571, Torah L’shma 39.


� Refer to Numkei Orach Chaim 8:2, Be’er Moshe 3:5.


� Refer to Kinyan Torah 1:2, Bais Avi 3:12, 4:32:1. This is the custom of Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. This was the custom of the Stiepler zt”l (Orchos Rabbeinu 1:24).


� Ketzos Ha’shulchan 7:4:badi 14, Eretz Tzvi 1:1 pages 61-62, Darchei Chaim V’sholom 34:page 25, Nemukei Orach Chaim 8:2, Yechaveh Da’as 5:1, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 2:10, Otzros Yosef 1:22, see Sefer Tzitzis page 11.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Pri Megadim M.Z. 2, Mishnah Berurah 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 9, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 7:4, Halichos Shlomo Tefilla 3:footnote 15.


� Mishnah Berurah 4. Refer to Otzros Yosef 1:22.


� Magen Avraham 2, Shulchan Aruch Harav 8, Kaf Ha’chaim Palagi 10:5, Mishnah Berurah 3, Kaf Ha’chaim 9, Yechaveh Da’as 5:1. 


� Tur, Bais Yosef, Shulchan Aruch 8:4, Levush 8:4, Shulchan Aruch Harav 10, Aruch Ha’shulchan 10. Some say that one should put on the right side of the tallis first (Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:27). 


� Sefer Tzitzis 8:footnote 17, see Kaf Ha’chaim 8:9.


� Elya Rabbah 2, Magen Avraham 2, Shulchan Aruch Harav 8:9, Machzik Beracha 8:4, Ben Ish Chai Bereishes 1:5, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:9, Ketzos Ha’shulchan 7:4, Sheiros Yosef 8:footnote 38. 


� Shulchan Aruch 8:2, Radvaz 2:143, Eliyahu Zuta 8:4, Mishnah Berurah 4,  Lekutei Maharich page 25 (new), Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:13,14, Refer to Hamesivta 5753 pages 282-287, see Leket Yosher page 13, Reishis Chuchma shar kedusha 8:1:page 148 (new), Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 9:8, Aruch Ha’shulchan 53:18, Kaf Ha’chaim  8:12, Otzros Yosef 1:22, The Arizal had a custom to cover a bit of his shel rosh with his tallis (Magen Avraham 3, Mishnah Berurah 4, Aruch Ha’shulchan 6, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:15). (Refer to picture # 10).


� Resheis Chuchma shar kedusha 6:page 142 (old), Magen Avraham 6, Be’er Heitiv 4, Shulchan Aruch Harav 10, Chai Adom 9:1, Mishnah Berurah 9, Aruch Ha’shulchan 10, he adds the custom is to sew a silk material on the part where the head lays to avoid sweating the tallis. Refer to Levush 10:10, Elya Rabbah 10:14, Mishnah Berurah 10:33. See B’shvili Haminhag 2:pages 43-44. If one made a beracha on the tallis and then realized that it is the wrong side, there is no need to recite a new beracha (Be’er Moshe 6:3).  


� Magen Avraham ibid, Shulchan Aruch Harav 9, Ben Ish Chai Bereishes 1:8, Mishnah Berurah 9, Aruch Ha’shulchan 10, Rav Poalim 2:20. The custom of Chabad and others is not to have any atara etc. (Sefer Tzitzis page 18:footnote 25). 


� Aruch Ha’shulchan 10, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:25-26, Minhag Yisroel Torah 8:5. Refer to Igros Moshe O.C. 5:20:3 who says his custom was not to have any atara. However, if one has a custom to have an atara he should stick to his custom. One may attach an atara to a tallis on Shabbos (Shalmei Yehuda 1:footnote 24, Betzel Hachuchma 3:92, refer to Birchos Shomayim 1:105). 


� Aruch Ha’shulchan 10, Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 36, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:25.


� Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 36, Minhag Yisroel Torah 8:5, see Leket Yosher page 12, Aruch Ha’shulchan ibid.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. Refer to Sefer Matamim page 71:5 (new print), Aruch Ha’shulchan 9:26, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 9:34, Sheilas Rav 2:2:5. 


� Rambam Hilchos Tzitzis 2:2, refer to Kupas Haruchalim pages 28-29. Refer to Pri Megadim Eishel Avraham 9:6, Sefer Matamim ibid, Taamei Haminhagim page 10:15, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 9:35, Minhag Yisroel Torah 6:page 179.


� Page 71:6 (new print). 


� Refer to Sefer Matamim page 70 (new), Mishnah Berurah 17:10, Yechaveh Da’as 4:2. Refer to the Bnei Yissochor mameray tishrei 13:2 2:page 5 (new) for an additional reason why single men do not wear a tallis gadol for davening.  See Rivevos Ephraim 4:13.


� Devarim 22:12


� Devarim 22:13.


� Elya Rabbah 17:3, Be’er Heitiv 17:4, Taamei Haminhagim page 410, Mishnah Berurah 17:10, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8:18. 


� Refer to  Rama 25:2, Yaskil Avdi 8:page 190:5, 8:hashmutos 24:1-6, Yechaveh D’aas 4:2, see Chai Adom 11:1, Mishnah Berurah 24:3, Mor V’kitzia 8:page 16-17, Levushei Mordechai 2:2, Masef Lechul Hamachanus 8: 18, Tzitz Eliezer 20:8:2.


� Refer to Mishnah Berurah 24:3. 


� Refer to Ha’ Mesivta 5753 pages 289-294, see Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 37:page 26.
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