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The beracha rishona recited on water is a shehakol,
 and the beracha achrona is a borei nefoshos.
 This beracha is only recited if one is thirsty for water.
 If one is not thirsty, then one does not recite a beracha rishona or a beracha achrona.
 The reason is because water in itself has no taste, and if one is not drinking it in order to quench his thirst, then he is not having any enjoyment from the water.
 An example, of the aforementioned, would be if one has a food particle stuck in his throat, and he wants to clear his throat, since he is not drinking the water for enjoyment, he would not recite a beracha.
 

Other Beverages/Seltzer/Mineral and Spring Water 
When one drinks any other beverage, besides water, that has a taste, a beracha is recited.
 Therefore, if one drinks orange juice, etc. when he is taking a pill (even without being thirsty) a beracha would be recited since the orange juice has a taste. There is a certain amount of uncertainty if the seltzer bubbles can be considered a taste, and would give it the same status as other beverages, and not water.
 (This is referring to a situation when one is not thirsty for the seltzer). Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita says, that one should take food that is a shehakol, and recite a beracha on that food, and have in mind to exempt the beracha on the seltzer.
 Mineral Water and Spring Water taste the same as water, and therefore they have the same halachos as water.
 Flavored seltzer has the same status as other beverages. 

Thirsty The Whole Reviis 

Some poskim question if one is thirsty when drinking the first half of a reviis of water, but when drinking the second half he is not thirsty anymore, would that require a beracha achrona or not?
 If one is not thirsty the entire reviis, then it would seem that one would not recite a beracha achrona,
 however, the custom does not seem to be like this.

Drinking Before A Fast 
Many times before a fast, one drinks a lot of water in order that he should not be thirsty during the fast. Many poskim say in this situation, since he is not drinking the water because he is thirsty, one would not recite a beracha.
 Others maintain that a beracha would be recited in the above scenario.
 Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita suggests that in the above situation, one recites a shehakol on something else and have in mind to exempt the water.
Drinking Water In Order Not To Be Hungry

If one is drinking water in order to fill himself up and not be hungry later on, no beracha is recited on this water.
 One who feels that he is about to dehydrate, and drinks water, is required to recite a beracha on the water.

Drinking Water For Medical Purposes 

When one is taking a pill that does not taste good and he wants to drink water to mask the bad taste, no beracha is recited on the water.
 The same is true if one is taking a pill and is not thirsty.
 Before a woman goes for an ultra sound/sonogram she is asked to drink water. No beracha is recited on the water.
 It would seem that a nursing woman, who needs to drink a lot of water, would not recite a beracha on the water if she is not thirsty.
 However, others maintain that she should take food whose beracha is shehakol and exempt the beracha on the water.
 Many times, after one brushes his teeth or rinses with mouthwash, he drinks water to rinse out his mouth, one does not recite a beracha on the water.
 If one has a sore throat and he drinks water to clear his throat, it would seem that a beracha is not recited.
 (In all the above situations, if one is thirsty, a beracha is recited).

Cold Water During The Summer 
There is an uncertainty, in the poskim, if one drinks cold water in the summer months when he is not thirsty, if he is required to recite a beracha. On one hand maybe one should recite a beracha because he has enjoyment since his body is being cooled. On the other hand, he is not thirsty at the time.
 Some poskim suggest that one recite a beracha on a shehakol food and exempt the beracha on the water.
 While others maintain that a beracha on the water itself may be recited.
 One could go in accordance with the second opinion.
Drinking Water While Dieting 
If a diet calls for drinking plenty of water, or a doctor tells you to drink a lot of water, no beracha is recited on the water.

Hot Water 
There is an opinion in the poskim who maintain that when one drinks hot water, even when he is not thirsty, a beracha would be recited. The reason is because hot water is enjoyable to the body, and therefore, one recites a beracha on that enjoyment.
 

Counted Towards A Zimon/Sofek Beracha 
In a situation where one is drinking the water to be counted towards a zimon (according to those opinions that hold water helps for this purpose),
 or if one is not sure if he had the correct shiur to make a beracha achrona, and he is drinking water to remove the doubt, one would not be required to recite a beracha on the water.
  →

Food Lodged In Throat 
One who has food lodged in his throat, and takes a drink of water to help the food go down, does not recite a beracha.
 However, if one is drinking water to soak the food so that it will go down easier, he is required to recite a beracha. 

A Dry Mouth

There is an uncertainty in the poskim whether one has to make a beracha on the water he drinks prior to making a speech (if his mouth might be dry).
 It would seem that one should recite a beracha in this situation. 

Drinking Sherayim From A Rebbe
If one gets the leftover water from a Rebbe, and he has no enjoyment from it, rather it is a ruchniyasdika enjoyment, no beracha is recited.
 

Pouring Off Water Prior To Drinking 
The Gemorah in Chullin
 states, “when one drinks water he should pour a little off first out of concern for Sheidim.”
 However, this concern is no longer relevant; therefore it is not necessary for one to pour off water before he drinks.
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� Mishnah Berochos 44a, Gemorah 44b-45a, Tosfas “d’chankusei,” Rosh 6:43, Rif page 32a, Tur 204, Shulchan Aruch 204:7, Levush 7, Lekutei Halachas 2:282:283, Chai Adom 49:9, Ben Ish Chai Matos 1:12, Aruch Ha’shulchan 18, Halichos Olom 1:page 350. R’ Tarfon says the berocho rishona is a borei befoshos, however, the halacha  is not like him. If one recited a borei nefoshos as a beracha rishona on water he was yotzei b’dieved (Kaf Ha’chaim 37, Rivevos Ephriam 2:77).


� Refer to Footnote 1, Gemorah ibid 45a, Tosfas ibid, Rashi “maiy.” 


� Refer to Rashba Berochos 45a:page 40 (old). The Mishnah Berurah 40 says even if one is not thirsty however if his body has enjoyment from the water and a beracha is recited. The Tama D’kra (page 209 haftora to Parshas Noach) explains this Gemorah in aggadic terms. Water is comparable to torah if one is not thirsty for torah then he cannot acquire torah. 


4 Rosh Berochos 6:43, Rabbeinu Yona Berochos page 64, Rambam Hilchos Berochos 8:1, Tur, Shulchan Aruch 204:7, Be’er Heitiv 13, Ben Ish Chai Mattos 1:12, Kaf Ha’chaim 44,46, Yufei Leleiv 204:10. The Butchatch is of the opinion that even though one might not recite a beracha rishona on water when he is not thirsty, one does recite a beracha achrona. The poskim disagree with this ruling. (Shevet Ha’Levi 9:42, Piskei Teshuvos 204:footnote 61, Yabea Omer 5:18). The Vezos Ha’beracha page 311:3 says when one is drinking water, other than to quench his thirst it is not called drinking, and therefore a beracha is not recited. 


� Tosfas ibid, Magen Avraham 18, Be’er Heitiv 13, Machtzis Ha’shekel, Levush 7, Chai Adom 49:9, Biur Halacha “hashosei,” Shar Ha’tzyion 34, Aruch  Ha’shulchan 18, Kaf Ha’chaim 45. 


� Gemorah ibid, Tosfas ibid, Shulchan Aruch ibid, Levush ibid, Shulchan Aruch Harav 13, Chai Adom ibid, Biur Halacha “d’chankusei,” Aruch Ha’shulchan ibid.


� Tosfas ibid, Shiltei Geborim Berochos 6:5, Tur, Magen Avraham 18, Machtzis Ha’shekel, Be’er Heitiv 13, Gra 22, Levush 8, Shulchan Aruch Harav 13, Ben Ish Chai Mattos 1:12, Mishnah Berurah 42, Aruch Ha’shulchan 18, Pischei Halacha Berochos 4:10. If the drink has a shem mashka then one would recite a beracha on it. (Vezos Ha’beracha page 114:16). Petel is a drink which is found mainly in Eretz Yisroel and is mostly water, but has a flavor to it therefore one would recite a beracha on it even if one is not thirsty (see Eishel Avraham Butchatch, Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 75).


� Binyan Tzion 1:10, see Shalmei Nissin 89:4:10, Chut Shuni ribbis page 136, Sefer Beracha Achrona  page 197:6. Chlorinated water has the same halachic status as regular water. Therefore, if one swallowed some water at the pool no beracha was necessary on the water. 


� Refer to Tzitz Eliezer 8:15:15:7, Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 298:page 91, Vezos Ha’beracha page 114:5 quoting the opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita. 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Binyan Tzion ibid, Yad Ha’Levi 1:35, Avnei Chefetz 36, Shar Ha’tzyion 36, Tehilla L’Dovid 204:7, Pnei Ha’shulchan pages 147-148 in depth, Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 75. Some say Saratoga Water taste differently than regular water, and the halacha would be like other liquids (Horav Leibel Wulliger Shlita).


� Refer to Pnei Ha’shulchan page 145, Oz Nedberu 11:5:3, Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 74, Shevet Ha’kehusi 1:96:5.


� Refer to Pnei Ha’shulchan ibid.


� Kovetz Bais Aaron V’Yisroel 91:page 39. Refer to Meor HaShabbos 2:pages 590-591:footnote 143.


� Da’as Torah 204:7, Kovetz Bais Aaron V’Yisroel 93:pages 119-120, Vezos Ha’beracha page 114:12 quoting the opinion of Horav Elyashiv Shlita, Halichos Olom 1:page 351, V’ein Lumo Michshal 5:page 70.  Refer to Kovetz Bais Aaron V’Yisroel 91:pages 95-99 in depth. 


� Opinion of Horav Shmuel Wosner Shlita quoted in Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 77, see Devar Hamishpat 1:4:2: page 9, Chut Shuni ribbis page 136 says in Eretz Yisroel most people are thirsty because it is hot and a beracha would be recited. 


� Refer to Pishcei Halacha Berochos page 66:footnote 29, Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 73, Rivevos Ephraim 6:76, Chai Moshe 3:page 24. Horav Shmuel Wosner Shlita is of the opinion that a beracha is recited. (Sharei Ha’beracha ibid). Refer to Mishnah Berurah 204:42 and Kovetz Bais Aaron V’Yisroel 93:pages 90-92 in depth if one wants to drink water in the morning to get his system moving whether or not a beracha is required. 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita, see Vezos Ha’beracha page 114:13, Darchei Halacha beurim 13, Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 77, Sefer Beracha Achrona page 190:5 if one is drinking the water in order not to dehydrate later. i.e. before one plays ball on a hot day and he wants to drink some water but he is not thirsty. 


� Aruch Ha’shulchan 18, Pnei Ha’shulchan page 146, Piskei Teshuvos 204:footnote 64, Binyan Sholom (old print) page 96. Refer to Sheilas Rav 2:18:5. If one places water in liquid medicine to make it taste better no beracha is recited on the water (Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 76). If one needs to drink water for medical purposes and he is not thirsty he should recite a beracha on something else and have in mind to exempt the water from a beracha (Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita). 


� Ben Ish Chai Mattos 1:12, Aruch Ha’shulchan 204:18, Miyum Ha’halacha 22, Rivevos Ephraim 6:76, Pishcei Halacha Berochos 4:8, Oz Nedberu 10:22. Horav Shlomo Zalman Aurbach zt”l maintains one may drink more water than needed for a pill and a beracha would not be required on that water either (Veyalu Lo Yuvol 1:page 111). 


� Refer to Yufe Leleiv 204:10, Sdei Chemed Berochos 33:page 260, Meam Loez Yisro 247:page 580, Pnei Ha’shulchan page 146, Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 76. 


� Refer to Toras Hayoledes 62:3, Sefer Beracha Achrona page 196:5.


� Toras Hayoledes ibid. 


� Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 76.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita


� Refer to Pulos Tzaddik 1:82, Pishcei Halacha Berochos page 66:footnote 29, Sheilas Rav 2:18:6, Sefer Beracha Achrona pages 196-197, see Halichos Olom 1:page 351.


� Chai Ha’Levi 3:14:7-8.


� Horav Belsky Shlita, see Shevet Ha’kehusi 6:124.


� Shevet Ha’Levi 10:42:12, Rivevos Ephraim 7:64,75, V’sein Beracha 1:page 202, Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 73, Shalmei Nissin 89:4:12. 


� Iglei Tal ofeh 19:12, see Rivevos Ephraim 2:77, 3:111, Nezer Ha’chaim 180:56. If one enjoys sucking on ice cubes a beracha is recited on them even if he is not thirsty. 


� Magen Avraham 197:6, Shulchan Aruch Harav 2, Chai Adom 48:13, Shulchan Aruch Hatohar 5, see Shulchan Aruch 197:2, Mishnah Berurah 12, Aruch Ha’shulchan 5 who argue. Seltzer is like water in this regard (Ketzad Mezamim 9:29:footnote 32). In regard to tea or coffee, see Kovetz Teshuvos 1:22, Vezos Ha’beracha 14:3:page 130, Ohr L’tzyion 2:46:32, Teshuvos V’hanhugos 1:183. Lemonade is like water in this regard (Vezos Ha’beracha 14:3:page 130).


� Biur Halacha “hashoseh.” Pischei Teshuvos 204:15. 


� Biur Halacha “d’chankusei.”


� Biur Halacha “hashoseh,” Be’er Moshe 4:102.


� Refer to Pischei Halacha Berochos page 66:footnote 29, Chai Moshe 3:page 24, Shevet Ha’kehusi 1:96:6, Piskei Teshuvos 204:footnote 64, Shalmei Nissin 89:4:9.


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. See Sharei Ha’beracha 18:footnote 73.


� Sheilas Rav 2:18:4.


� 105b.


� Refer to Sefer Chassidim 111, Elya Rabbah 170:34, Darchei Teshuva Y.D. 116:72,  Mishnah Berurah 206:12, Kaf Ha’chaim O.C. 170:82, Y.D. 116:10, Shemiras Haguf V’hanefesh 64. The Darchei Chaim V’Sholom 288 poured off a little before drinking any liquid. 


� Horav Yisroel Belsky Shlita. Refer to Pischei Teshuvos 206:footnote 40.
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