
Cheeseburgers at OU restaurants
 

            Under what condition can an OU meat restaurant serve “cheeseburgers” made with pareve cheese?  One who eats meat with pareve milk is required to make a noticeable heker that the milk is pareve (Rema 87:3).  If the restaurant would print “cheeseburger made with pareve cheese”, all in the same sized font, on their menu, would that satisfy this requirement?  Seemingly, this would serve as a heker for (a) the people who order a cheeseburger in the restaurant, but wouldn’t cover (b) other people in the restaurant who see this person eating the cheeseburger, (c) people who order over the phone (and who may not even see the menu), and (d) people at a “party” who are served a meal ordered from the OU restaurant.  Is this type of heker sufficient? 

 

            Rav Belsky said that the restaurant could serve the cheeseburgers if the menu and receipts would have the above statement, since that would be a heker for many people (cases “a” and “c” above).  He explained that the heker of putting almonds on the table (Rema ibid.) is quite subtle and many people who see the almonds won’t make the inference that the milk is pareve.  This shows that the heker only has to give some indication but doesn’t have to be infallible.  We can extend that to say that even if some people (cases “b” and “d” above) won’t see the heker, it is still an acceptable heker.  As such, it is acceptable for the restaurant to sell the cheeseburgers if they indicate on the menu and on the receipts that the cheese is pareve.  

כן הוא.  י"א אדר תשס"ד
ישראל הלוי בעלסקי
 
עיינתי כעת בדרכי תשובה (סימן פ"ז ס"ק מ"ה) ומצאתי שהביא נדון זה ממש מתשובות פאת השדה סימן ל"ו, שצריכים להניח קליפת ביצה שמה, ולכאורה נראים דברי הגרי"ב שליט"א דסגי במה שיצהירו בב' המקומות הנ"ל שהכל פארעווע.
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