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bread baked by a goy, and bishul akum, which is food

cooked by a goy, in order to limit social interaction between
Yiddin and goyim. These laws apply even where all the ingredients are
kosher in and of themselves.

C hazal enacted a set of laws concerning pas akum, which is

Chazal were concerned that if Yiddin engage in eating certain
foods prepared by a goy, this may cause an increased social relation-
ship which may ultimately lead to intermarriage.l Regarding bishul
akum, Rashi adds a second reason that perhaps, the non-Jew will feed
the Yid non-kosher food.2

There is a discussion among the poskim whether food items
prepared by all goyim (e.g. Yishmaelim) are included in this prohibi-
tion or only food prepared by those who worship avodah zara. The
consensus of the poskim is that the food of all goyim is included in this
prohibition since the reason of intermarriage is still applicable.3 The
poskim maintain that this prohibition applies even to non-Jews who
do not have children, such as priests who have taken a vow of celi-
bacy, even though the fear of intermarriage is not applicable.4

The poskim discuss the status of bread baked by a Jew who is
a mumar, an apostate. Some say that since the prohibition of inter-
marriage does not apply, we are lenient in this regard.> Others write
that since Chazal equate a mumar to a goy (e.g. regarding wine), the
bread of a mumar has the same status as the bread of a goy, even
though there is no prohibition of intermarriage.6 Regarding bishul, a
mumar’s food would most certainly be considered bishul akum for
although there is no prohibition of intermarriage, the fear that he will
feed the Yid non-kosher food is still applicable.”

It should be pointed out that nowadays it is difficult to find a
person who is an authentic mumar. Many assimilated Jews are not
apostates, and instead fall into the category of tenokos shenishbu.8

Although one may not consume pas and bishul akum, one is
permitted to derive benefit from pas and bishul akum (e.g. it may be
bought, sold, given as a gift etc.).®

Pas Akum — o"oy nb
It is worthwhile to briefly explain various terms relevant to the
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issue of pas akum. Pas ba’al habayis
|| is bread that was baked® by an
akum for personal consumption,
even if produced in a commercial
manner. Pas palter is bread that was baked by an akum for commer-
cial purposes, even if produced privately.1! Pas Yisroel is bread that
was baked by a Yid, either for his own use or for commercial pur-
poses.

The Mechaber writes that people in certain communities are
lenient and purchase pas palter, where pas Yisroel is not available.12
Being that the bread was produced for commercial purposes, the fear
of friendship and socialization between the Yid and the goy doesn’t
arise, since the goy is selling the bread for business and not to promote
any friendship.

Ordinarily, there is a concept in halacha of lo plug, which
means that once Chazal forbade something, items that fall into that
category are forbidden regardless of whether the reason for the enact-
ment applies to them or not. Only if the item is different in nature
would it then be excluded from the enactment. Since commercially
produced bread is similar in nature to household bread, it should be
forbidden according to this principle despite the fact that the reason
(i.e. socialization) may not be applicable. The poskim differ as to why
commercial bread is treated more leniently. Some explain that since
bread is a necessary food item, Chazal permitted commercially pro-
duced bread.3 (In addition, the throwing of a splinter into the fire by a
Yid suffices to render the bread pas Yisroel.14 Regarding bishul akum,
however, this leniency is not applicable according to the Mechaber, as
we will discuss in the next issue.) According to this explanation, only
pas palter is permitted, and only in cases of necessity (i.e. when there
is no pas Yisroel available).t> Others write that Chazal didn’t relax the
restriction of pas akum, but that when Chazal initially prohibited bread
baked by a goy, adherence to this prohibition was not widespread due
to the fact that bread is a basic necessity for many people. According
to this explanation, pas palter is permitted even if pas Yisroel is avail-
able, because there was never any restriction on pas palter.16 Indeed,
this is the ruling of the Rama.l” There is a machlokes Rishonim
whether according to this line of reasoning even pas ba’al habayis is
permitted where pas Yisroel is available. The consensus of almost all
poskim is that pas ba’al habayis is forbidden when pas Yisroel or even
pas palter is available.18 However, in instances where no bread other
than pas ba’al habayis is available, the Mechaber and Rama do permit
its consumption.19

Please Note: Due to the intricacy of the material discussed in each issue, and the brevity of its treatment, a Rov should be consulted for a final psak halacha. In addi-
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other preeminent poskim. Please send all questions and comments to 1341 E. 23rd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11210 or email to halachaberurah@thekosher.net




( In summary, according to the opinion of the Mechaber, both
pas palter and pas ba’al habayis are permitted in cases of necessity.
The Rama permits pas palter in all circumstances, and pas ba’al ha-
bayis only in cases of necessity. The consensus of almost all poskim is
that pas ba’al habayis is forbidden when pas Yisroel or even pas palter
is available. The reason for this is because such a case is the sole rea-
son for this prohibition: to restrict socialization between Yiddin and
goyim.

Even according to the Mechaber, one who generally purchases
pas palter only when there is no pas Yisroel available, may purchase
pas palter if pas Yisroel of comparable quality is not available, or if the
pas is of a different kind that is not available as pas Yisroel.20

Since pas palter was only permitted due to the fact that bread
is considered a necessary food item, those who are medakdek be’mitz-
vos do not buy pas palter at all.2l Nowadays, many people have ac-
cepted upon themselves to abstain from eating pas palter.

It should be noted that the heter of pas palter only applies
where a goy baked bread belonging to a goy for commercial purposes.
If the bread belongs to a Yid and the goy bakes it for commercial pur-
poses, it is forbidden even for those who are lenient with regard to
purchasing pas palter.22 This may be a problem with respect to a bak-
ery that is owned by a Yid who employs goyishe workers, where there
is no hashgacha to ensure that the fires are being lit by a Yid. Since
the bread belongs to a Yid, there is no heter of pas palter. Rav Moshe
Feinstein explains that since pas palter was only permitted due to the
difficulty in obtaining pas Yisroel, in an instance where the owner of
the bakery is a Yid and he can easily light the fire in the oven, the
bread is forbidden.23 However, if the owner is a mumar, and he can-
not be convinced to have a Yid light the fire in the oven, the bread is
permitted.24

The Mishnah Berurah maintains that even those who eat pas
palter during the week, should only eat pas Yisroel during the seudos
on Shabbos and Yom Tov.25 During the Aseres Yimei Teshuvah, even
those who eat pas palter all year round, should only consume pas
Yisroel.26

The permissibility to purchase from a non-Jewish bakery does
not necessarily apply nowadays when bakers use various shortenings
and dough conditioners (mono and diglycerides). In addition, the
oven floors may be smeared with various oils, which could likewise be
a problem. One must ascertain that all ingredients are kosher and
there is no possibility of mixing pans and ovens where non-kosher
products are baked.2” A strong hashgacha is needed.

What is Considered Pas?

In order for an item to be considered ‘pas’ and thereby fall into
the category of pas akum (as opposed to bishul akum) when baked by
a goy, it must have all of the following characteristics: 1. It must be a
baked item, 2. It must be made from one of the ‘five grains’ - wheat,
barley, oats, spelt, or rye,28 and 3. It must be a product on which one
recites hamotzie, either normally, or where one is koveah seudah (a
full meal is eaten).29 One example of food that bears all three charac-
teristics is a group of products known a pas haboh bikisnin. Some
examples of pas haboh bikisnin are cakes, cookies, crackers, and pret-
zels.

Ways to Be Considered Pas Yisroel
Bread can be considered pas Yisroel even if the Yid did not
actually bake the bread, by one of the following three ways: 1. The
Yid places the bread into a hot oven .2 .The Yid lights the fire in the
oven. 3. The Yid stirs the coals or raises the fire.30 (Raising the fire

would suffice on most stoves and ovens. Where there is a thermostat
on the stove or oven (as is found on electric ovens), it might not be
sufficient for a Yid to merely raise the thermostat. Raising the thermo-
stat lengthens the time that the fire will remain lit, but does not inten-
sify the fire. The Yid should first lower the thermostat so that the elec-
tric element goes off, and then raise it.3!

It should be clearly understood that for bread to be considered
pas Yisroel, a Yid must have some involvement in the process. Re-
cently, there were those who wished to claim that since the fire in the
oven is only brought about through the flip of an electrical switch, it is
not considered as if the goy created the fire, and the bread should
therefore be permitted. Aside from the fact that most poskim deem the
flipping of a switch as actually igniting the fire, the bread would be
forbidden nonetheless, because even if the goy did not bake the
bread, there still was no involvement of a Yid at all in the preparation
of the bread. This principle applies to bishul akum as well, which will
be discussed in the next issue.32

If a Yid throws a splinter of wood into the fire of the oven, it
suffices to render the bread in the oven pas Yisroel.33 Alternatively, if
a goy lit the fire from another fire that was originally ignited by a Yid,
there is no problem of pas akum.34 The Rama writes that if the Yid
fired up the oven, then all the items baked in the oven afterwards
(even after the fire has gone out) are considered pas Yisroel, as long
as a period of 24 hours didn’t pass without the oven being fired up,3®
(i.e. even if a goy is providing the subsequent fuel for the fire). That is,
the original firing up of the oven by the Yid permits all subsequent
baking as long as the oven stays hot.3¢ The Aruch Hashulchan,
however, writes that this should be not relied upon except in extreme
circumstances, and that lechatchila, one of the three methods men-
tioned above should be used to render bread pas Yisroel.37

The previous heter of the Rama (that an oven may be used
within 24 hours of being fired up by a Yid) may not be applicable to
many of our contemporary ovens, since they cool off very quickly.
Many bakeries stop baking in the afternoon, and don’t continue bak-
ing until the night when the ovens are already completely cold.38

If bread was baked by an akum without the involvement of a
Yid, then as long as the bread still requires further baking and will
become better with the additional baking, the Yid may raise the fire
and thereby render the bread pas Yisroel. Some say that even if the
bread was already removed from the oven, nevertheless, if it will be
improved with additional baking, the Yid can return it to the oven and
thereby render it pas Yisroel.39

Some suggest that if a Yid places the pas akum in a toaster
and toasts it, it is now considered pas Yisroel. However, most poskim
disagree because prior to placing the bread in the toaster, it was al-
ready completely baked and was therefore considered pas akum. The
Shulchan Aruch clearly states that this whole heter applies only if the
bread still requires further baking.40

Utensils
Although with regard to bishul akum the poskim dispute
whether the utensils require kashering, regarding pas there is no such
concern and utensils that were used to prepare pas akum need not be
kashered. In fact, one who is makpid not to eat pas akum may eat his
bread from the same plate as someone else who is not makpid on pas
akum, even though the ta’am of the pas akum enters his own pas.4!

Bagels
When bagels are made, the dough is first cooked partially and
then baked. The poskim write that there is certainly no problem of
bishul akum regarding bagels, because it is barely edible after the
cooking. The baking that is done afterwards classifies it as pas, and it
is therefore subject to the laws of pas akum.42

Donuts

As was stated before, in order for something to be considered
pas it has to have been baked. Most donuts are boiled in oil and are
not baked at all, and therefore are not considered pas, and one would
not recite hamotzie on them even where one is koveah seudah. There-
fore, donuts are not included in the category of pas akum when made
by a goy, but are included in the category of bishul akum and are
subject to the applicable halachos which will be discussed in the next




@ue.43 Some commercial donuts are baked in an oven and not
boiled in oil, and those donuts are therefore considered pas and are
subject to the halachos of pas akum.

Breakfast Cereals

In the production of cereals, small doughy pellets are first
cooked, and are then placed into a hot oven for a short period of time.
The companies call this last step a drying process, for its purpose is to
dry out any moisture from the pellet. If this drying process would not
halachically be considered baking, the cereals would be governed by
the halachos of bishul akum. Since cereals fall into the category of
aino oleh al shulchan melachim (i.e. they are not fit to be served at a
royal table, which we will discuss regarding bishul akum), they would
be permitted. However, it could very well be that this ‘drying process’
may actually be considered baking, and cereals would be governed by
the halachos of pas. However, many cereals are not made of any of
the five grains, and would therefore not be included in the category of
pas (e.g. corn flakes). Additionally, one of the requirements mentioned
by some poskim for an item to be considered pas is that it must have
to’ar lechem. This term is loosely translated as the ‘appearance of
bread’. Some maintain that to’ar lechem means the texture of bread.
It is questionable whether cereals possess to’ar lechem. Even if one
would say that cereals do have to’ar lechem, the leniency of pas palter
would still be applicable. Since there are several doubts regarding the
status of cereals, even one who generally refrains from consuming pas
palter, may be lenient and eat cereals that are made from the five
grains (e.g. cheerios).44
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We Need
Your
Support!

For the funding to continue our
Harbotzas Torah, we rely heavily
on our readers. Your help in
defraying the substantial ex-
penses involved in this project
will surely be a tremendous
zechus for you and your family.

To dedicate an issue
please call Rabbi Meier
Saslow at (718) 851 -
5259.  This dedication can be
made individually — "5 a
relative, in honor of someone,
T35 a Bar Mitzvah, Chasuna,
Bris, etc. The dedication will
appear on all printed issues for
that week. If you cannot dedicate
an issue, your contribution, in any
amount, will be greatly beneficial
and appreciated. Donations are
tax deductible and should be made
payable to Halacha Berurah. Mail
to: 1341 East 23rd street, Brook-
lyn, NY 11210.

This Project is
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We are proud
to announce
that n™wnrya
our national
distribution
has expanded
to over 300
shuls across
the United
States and
Canada

Halacha Berurah
is now distributed
to the following
cities:

Arizona
Tucson

California
Beverly Hills
Los Angeles

Colorado
Denver

Florida
Boca Raton
Jacksonville
Miami

Georgia
Atlanta
Savannah

lllinois
Chicago

Indiana
Soutthbend

Maryland
Baltimore

Massachusetts
Brighton

Michigan
Detroit

Minnesota
Minneapolis

Missouri
St. Louis

New Jersey
Deal
Edison
Elderon
Elizabeth
Englewood
Highland Park
Lakewood
Passaic
Teaneck

New York
Bayswater
Belle Harbor
Brooklyn
Cedarhurst
Far Rockaway
Flushing
Forest Hills
Great Neck
Hewlett
Hillcrest
Kew Gardens
Kew Garden Hills
Lawrence
Long Beach
Manhattan
Monsey
Suffern
Staten Island
Woodmere

Ohio
Cincinnati
Cleveland

Pennsylvania
Philadelphia
Pittsburgh
Scranton

Washington
Seattle

Canada
Toronto
Montreal

Edmund Irani
For Partaking in the Great Act of
msn 30 By Sponsoring 20 Shuls
TEVEX 13 0N YW OTImX
BRS8N 939195
TIX IO

Halaché Berurah Would Like fo Thank
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