
 
 
 

I n the previous issue we discussed the basic obligation of 
maaser, and how to determine one’s annual income with 
regard to maaser.  We also discussed how to deduct ex-

penses, the halachos regarding a dowry, presents, and money 
that was inherited, as well as the importance of keeping a re-
cord of one’s dealings. In this issue, we will discuss various 
additional applications of the halachos of maaser money.   

Mitzvos That May Be  
Performed with Maaser Money 

There is a machlokes haposkim regarding the proper 
way to spend maaser money. Some poskim maintain that one 
should give maaser money to the poor or needy. Others 
maintain that one is permitted to use maaser money to fulfill 
mitzvos that are not obligatory. If one stipulates prior to sepa-
rating maaser that he intends to utilize this option and use the 
money for general non-obligatory mitzvos, then according to 
all opinions he may do so, even if he was accustomed in the 
past to giving maaser to the needy and had done so for three 
consecutive years.1 

As we mentioned, maaser money may only be used to 
fulfill non-obligatory mitzvos. One may not purchase a lulav, 
esrog, tefilin, or shofar with maaser money.2  

One is permitted to sponsor the building of a shul or 
mikvah, the printing costs of seforim, etc., even they do not 
help the poor directly, but the community as a whole. Money 
that is voluntarily donated to a shul (e.g. to help pay for the 
expense of the building), may be paid with maaser money. 
However, if all the members of the shul are required to pay a 
certain amount of money to the shul, one is not permitted to 
use maaser money to pay that fee. Similarly, the purchase of 
seats in a shul may not be paid with maaser money, if paying 
this fee is mandatory for all the congregants.3 Some poskim 
maintain that even in a situation where one is technically per-
mitted to use maaser money to contribute towards a shul’s 

fundraising campaign, neverthe-
less, if one benefits from the 
shul and does not contribute 

any other money to the shul, one should not take the entire 
payment from maaser money. This is because one derives 
benefit from the shul, and that benefit should be paid for from 
his own money.4  

One is permitted to purchase an aliyah in shul, even 
for oneself, using maaser money. Some poskim maintain that 
the amount of maaser money that one may spend is limited 
to the sum of money that one is contributing towards the ali-
yah that exceeds the next highest bid. This is because the shul 
is only directly benefiting from the amount of money that he 
is giving more than his fellow bidder, for the shul would have 
received the amount of money offered by the lower bidder. In 
any event, these mitzvos are only considered non-obligatory if 
at the time that one pledged the money, one intended to use 
maaser money. If one intended to use his personal funds, he 
would not be permitted to use maaser money since he is now 
obligated to pay for this mitzvah.5 

One may use maaser money for a non-obligatory mitz-
vah even if one personally benefits from it. However, this is 
only permitted if one does not have sufficient funds and 
would not perform this mitzvah otherwise. One is permitted to 
use maaser money to purchase seforim, if the seforim would 
not have been purchased otherwise. In addition, the seforim 
must be made available to the general public, and one must 
inscribe in the front of each sefer that the sefer was purchased 
with maaser funds. This is done so that in the future, one’s 
descendants will not acquire this sefer as part of their inheri-
tance, since it belongs to tzedakah. The seforim should either 
be placed in a public area (e.g. a shul or yeshiva), or in one’s 
house, provided that a sign is posted making it clear that the 
seforim are available for the use of the general public. One is 
permitted to function as the public administrator when dealing 
with these seforim (e.g. one may establish fixed borrowing 
hours or demand a deposit, etc.).6 

One may not use maaser money for the mitzvos of 
machatzis hashekel, mishloach manos, or to purchase mat-
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zos.7 Similarly, one may not use maaser money for matanos 
la’evyonim on Purim. However, this only applies to the basic 
requirement of matanos laevyonim (i.e. supplying two people 
with sufficient food for one meal). Money that is distributed to 
other people after one has already given matanos la’evyonim 
to two people may be given from maaser.8 Similarly, one may 
not use maaser money for the minimum amount of ma’os 
chitim (money given to the poor before Pesach) that one is 
obligated to contribute. Any money that is contributed after 
the minimum amount was given may be taken from maaser 
money.9 

Money that is donated at a yeshiva dinner or melava 
malkah may be taken from maaser money.10 

Using Maaser Money for Tuition Payments 

 The consensus of the poskim is that one may not use 
maaser money to pay for one’s tuition costs. The Chofetz 
Chaim explains that since a parent has the obligation to either 
teach his son Torah himself or hire a teacher to do so, one 
may not use maaser money for this expense, since it is an 
obligatory mitzvah.11 This, however, only applies to boys and 
not to girls, since a parent does not have an obligation to 
teach his daughter Torah. Rav Moshe Feinstein suggests that 
in the United States it would be forbidden for one to use 
one’s maaser money for the tuition payments of a Bais Yaa-
kov. He explains that since the government requires that all 
girls attend school, they would be required to attend a public 
school if they were not sent to a frum Bais Yaakov. Conse-
quently, one may not pay the Bais Yaakov tuition with 
maaser money, since it is a Torah obligation to insure that 
one’s daughter receives a proper chinuch. If one were to send 
her to public school, it would clearly jeopardize her úåãäé, 
and one has a Torah obligation to prevent that from happen-
ing.12 It would seem that one is permitted to use maaser 
money for one’s daughter’s seminary education. However, 
some poskim maintain that if the seminary is out of town, 
then one is required to deduct the amount of money that is 
saved by not having to provide room and board for their 
daughter, and pay that money out of their own pocket.13 

One exception to the above halacha regarding paying 
a son’s tuition with maaser money, is that one who pays more 
than the standard tuition, may pay that additional amount of 
money from maaser money. The reason for this is because 
the increased tuition that one is paying is used to help subsi-
dize the tuition of those children who cannot afford to pay the 
standard tuition or cannot pay at all.14 

Another leniency is that one may use maaser money 
for the tuition payments of older sons. This is because once a 
child grows older, the parent has fulfilled his obligation to 
teach his son Torah. A child has reached this age once he can 
learn by himself, without assistance (approximately once he 
has reached his beis medrash years).15 

It is noteworthy to mention that there are some people 
who make an arrangement with the yeshiva as follows. At the 
beginning of the year, they pay even less than the minimum 
amount of tuition, and they supplement the rest at the yeshiva 
dinner or melava malkah where it is considered a donation. 
The donation is paid with maaser (in addition to being taken 

into account for a tax deduction). However, this does not nec-
essarily solve the problem. If one is required to pay the mini-
mum amount and intends to pay it, one may not circumvent 
the system so that it should be permitted to pay it from 
maaser. As stated above, the consensus of the poskim is that 
one may only use maaser money to pay for the amount that 
exceeds the minimum tuition.16 

In any case where one is permitted to use maaser 
money for tuition payments, one must stipulate before giving 
any money that the payments will be made using maaser 
money.17 

Supporting Unmarried Children 

There is a machlokes among the earlier poskim 
whether one is permitted to use maaser money to pay for ex-
penses incurred while raising children. Rav Moshe Feinstein 
held that this machlokes is not relevant nowadays. He main-
tains that since child labor is illegal, one is required to support 
all his children that live with their mother, while he is married 
to her. This is part of his requirement under the terms of their 
kesubah.18  

Some poskim offer an extreme leniency and maintain 
that one is permitted to use maaser money to insure that his 
child has good friends. Therefore, one who invites some other 
children to their house to be friends with one’s own child may 
use maaser money to pay for any expenses that result.19 How-
ever, this leniency should not be relied upon unless it is an 
extenuating circumstance. Furthermore, even if one has no 
choice but to rely on this leniency, nevertheless, care should 
be taken that one does not overdo it (i.e. only use enough 
money to insure that they remain friends).20 

Supporting Married Children 

 One is permitted to support one’s own children learn-
ing in kollel by using maaser money, if the children do not 
have sufficient means of supporting themselves. However, 
one should stipulate initially, that any money that is given to 
assist the children will be from maaser money. One who 
makes a commitment to pay a sum of money without any 
prior stipulation may not use maaser money, since it would 
be considered as if he is paying off a debt with maaser 
money. Nevertheless, one should not use all his maaser 
money to support his married children, since this may cause a 
chillul hashem for those who observe that he never gives any 
money to support other institutions.21 We mentioned in the 
previous issue that some poskim maintain that married chil-
dren who are continuously supported by their parents, do not 
have to give maaser from the money that they receive from 
their parents. However, this is only applicable if the parents 
are supporting their children using their own funds. If the par-
ents are using their maaser money to support their married 
children, the children are required to separate maaser upon 
receiving the money.22 

Performing Services for a  
Tzedakah Organization 

One who performed services for a tzedakah organiza-
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tion free of charge, and would have otherwise charged for 
that work, may take this amount of money from his maaser 
money. However, this must be a service that most people 
would not voluntarily perform for the tzedakah organization.23 

Purchasing Goods from  
a Tzedakah Organization  

One who purchases wine before Pesach or rents flow-
ers for a wedding from a gemach or a tzedakah organization, 
may not pay for the full expense with maaser money. The 
reason for this is because one would have purchased these 
items regardless. However, if one overpaid by making the 
purchase from a tzedakah organization, he may use maaser 
money to cover the amount that he overpaid. Similarly, one 
who hires a poor worker to do work for him may not use 
maaser money to pay his wages, unless his wages are more 
than those of other people, and one only hired him because 
he needs the money.24 

Lending Money Using Maaser Money  

One who lent money with the intention of taking that 
amount of money from maaser in the event that the borrower 
does not pay up the loan (e.g. the borrower legitimately de-
clared bankruptcy), may do so even without the awareness of 
the borrower, if the loan is eventually not paid.25  

One who did not make this stipulation when he lent 
the money may not take the money from maaser. However, if 
one would technically be able to recover this money from the 
borrower, but it would put a tremendous financial strain on 
the borrower, he is permitted to spare the borrower this agony 
and use his own maaser money to repay the loan. Obviously, 
he may only take the amount of maaser money that he would 
have given him (i.e. as tzedakah) had he not originally lent 
him any money. Additionally, the lender may set up a charity 
fund and collect the amount of the loan from others. This may 
be done even without notifying the borrower. However, one 
may not disclose the borrower’s name to those who donate 
money, without first receiving permission from the borrower.26 

Purchasing Raffle Tickets  
From a Tzedakah Organization 

One may use maaser money to purchase a raffle ticket 
from a tzedakah organization (e.g. a Chinese auction), only if 
the entire sum is benefiting the tzedakah. For example, if 
there is a specific amount of tickets that must be sold in order 
for one to win a prize, one may not use maaser money, since 
those amount of tickets are going to be sold anyway, and 
one’s contribution is not considered an additional benefit to 
the tzedakah. However, if there is an unlimited amount of 
tickets sold (e.g. split the pot), where each ticket bought in-
creases the amount of money the tzedakah will receive, one 
may use maaser money to purchase the ticket. Some poskim 
maintain that if one did not contribute any of their own 
money towards the event, then even in a situation where one 
is technically permitted to use maaser money to purchase the 
desired tickets, one should not deduct the entire fee from 
maaser money, because one enjoys themselves at the event 

and should pay for that pleasure.27 One who purchased a 
ticket and won a prize should preferably give to tzedakah the 
amount of money that it cost to purchase a ticket, in addition 
to separating maaser on the value of the item that was won.28  

 
  

1. éò 'îø"éñá à 'îø"éòñ è 'à ,'éøäî àåä åøå÷îå"ìäá ì 'ø" øùòîù íîòèå ä
íééðòì êééù ,éòå 'åù"áãøä ú"ç æ"éñ â 'îú" úåøéùò ìù äìåâñ ìëù à

íééðòì øùòîä åðúé íà ÷ø äøîàð ,éò ïëà 'øäî úáåùú"ìùá àáåî î" ä
øùòîå ä÷ãö ïéðòá ,èá àáåî íâå"ùå æ"íù ê ,éòå ' ïéàã íù äìåâä øàá

ú÷åìçî ïàë , ÷ø àåä åà úåùòì úåáåéçî àåä äåöîä íà éåìú ïéãäå
úéîåé÷ äåöî ,éò ïëà 'åù"úç ú"åéá ñ"éñ ã 'ìø"à ,äàáäù øáñ àåäå" â

äæá äâù ,éòå"åë ïëì íãå÷ äðúä íàã ù"éøùã äãåî ò ,éòå ' äáåùú éçúô
åùá"íù ò. 

2. éò 'äàá"íù â ,åùå"úç ú"íù ñ ,éòå 'äåøò"éñ ù 'îø"éòñ è 'é'. 
3. éò 'å ÷øô èôùîå ä÷ãö ,'éòå 'çá äøåúä éèôùî"à. 
4. øâäî éúòîù êë"èéìù é÷ñìòá é"à. 
5. éò 'è"åùá æ"íù ò ,éòå 'äåøò"íù ù ,éòå '÷òø"ùî íù úåäâäá à" íùá ë

ìùä"øùòî úåòîî ïúéì øúåî åøéáçî øúåé óéñåäù äî ÷øù ä ,éò ïëà '
à"éñá ø 'ð÷"ìùä éøáã úåçãì ùéù áúëù å"ä. 

6. éò 'è"ùå æ"íù ê ,éòå 'íù äáåùú éçúô ,éòå 'éñ äòáù úìçðá 'ç ,'éòå '
åù"úç ú"éñ ñ 'ìø"á ,éòå 'å ÷øô èôùîå ä÷ãö 'éòñ 'è ,éòå 'åù" áéùî ú

ç øáã"éñ á 'ò"ä ,éòå 'åù"éñ òáù øàá ú 'î"à ,éòå 'ùî" óåñá íù ë
äáåùúä ,éòå 'ç øæòéìà õéö"éñ è 'à 'ô"á ,éòå 'ëç"î÷ ììë à"éòñ ã 'é"à ,

éò ïëà 'äåøò"åéá ù"éñ ã 'îø"è ,éøâä íùá éúòîùå"èéìù áùéìà ù" à
 äîåã åðéàù øùòî úåòîá íéøôñ úåð÷ì ïéà àöîðá íéøôñù äæä ïîæáù

ë äéä àìù íéðåîã÷ä úåøåãì" íà øùòî úåòîá úåð÷ì åøúäå íéøôñ ë
íéøçàì ïìéàùä. 

7. éò 'ôá èôùîå ä÷ãö"å. 
8. éò 'åù"éøäî ú"éñ ì 'ð"ã ,éòå 'î"éñ á 'öøú"÷ñ ã"â. 
9. øâäî éúòîù êë"èéìù é÷ñìòá é"à ,éòå 'åù"åà ò"éñ ç 'ëú"îøá è" à

äæì ïúéì êéøöù ,éòå 'î"÷ñ íù á"äæì äæ úåôëì øéòä éðá íéìåëéù â ,éò '
î"éñ á 'øú"÷ñ ä"ùî å"úåøôë òâåðá íéðåøçàä íùá ë. 

10. éò 'âà"åç î"ç î"éñ á 'ð"ç ,éòå" äéäù äî úåëðì êéøö íù ìëà íàù ù
åúéáá ìåëàì êéøö äéä íà íìùì êéøö. 

11. éò 'éô ãñç úáäà"éòñ è 'á ,'éòå 'åù"ç ÷çöé éøô ú"éñ á 'ë"æ ,éòå 'åù" ú
éñ òáù øàá 'î"à. 

12. éò 'âà"åé î"ç ã"éñ á 'é÷"â. 
13. éò 'ô èôùîå ä÷ãö"ì äøòä å"ä ,âàá åðéöî äæ ïéòëå"åç î"ç î"éñ á 'ð"ç. 
14. éò 'âà"åé î"ç ã"éñ á 'é÷"â. 
15. éò 'åù"ìä áøä ò 'ú"ô ú"éòñ à 'æ'. 
16. øâäî éúòîù êë"èéìù é÷ñìòá é"à. 
17. éò 'åù"úç ú"åé ñ"éñ ã 'ìø"à. 
18. éò 'åù"ðø ò"éòñ à 'â 'ùå"íù ê ,éòå 'ù"éñá ê 'îø"÷ñ è" úáåùú íùá à

øäî"âøåáðèåøî î ,éò ïëà 'ñ íù óñåé éëøá"é ÷''ç ,éòå 'âà"åé î"ç ã"éñ à '
î÷"â ,éòå 'ô äðåîà êøã"òä æ 'ñ"åæçä íùá â"à. 

19. éò 'åù"ç ÷çöé úçðî ú"éñ ç 'ä '÷ñ"â. 
20. øâäî éúòîù êë"èéìù é÷ñìòá é"à. 
21. éò 'åù"úç ú"åé ñ"éñ ã 'ìø"à ,éòå 'âà"åé î"ç ã"éñ à 'î÷"ã. 
22. øâäî éúòîù êë"èéìù é÷ñìòá é"à. 
23. éò ' óã íéôñë øùòî øôñ130ùøâä íùá "÷åöæ êáøòéåà æ"ì , éúòîù êëå

øâäî"èéìù é÷ñìòá é"à. 
24. éò 'ô èôùîå ä÷ãö"ô äøòä à"ã ,éòå 'çá äøåúä éèôùî"à. 
25. éò 'îø"åùá à"åé ò"éñ ã 'ðø"éòñ æ 'ä ,'éòå 'ù"íù ê. 
26. éò 'åù"åð ú"åãäî á"éñ ú 'ö÷"è ,éò ïëà 'ù"åéá ê"íù ã ,éòå 'âà"åé î"ç ã" à

éñ 'ð÷"â ,øâäî éúòîùå"åðä ïéá ú÷åìçîäù é÷ñìòá é"ùäå á" íà ÷ø àåä ê
òáäå åì ùé íà ìáà òåøôì äîá íåìë éðòì ïéà" éùå÷á åàéöåäì ìåëé ç

 éðòì øîàé àìù áåèå åìù øùòî úåòîî åîöòì íìùì äæ íå÷îá øúåî
åùééáì àìù éãë äæ øáã äùòù ,ùøâä ìù äáåùúá éúàöî ïëå" æ

÷åöæ êáøòéåà"íéôñë øùòî øôñ óåñáù ì. 
27. éò 'âà"åà î"ç ç"éñ ã 'åò:á ,éòå 'ô èôùîå ä÷ãö"ô äøòä à"ä . éúòîùå

øâäî"èéìù é÷ñìòá é"íù äðäðù äî úåëðì ùéù à. 
28. éò 'âà"íù î ,íù èôùîå ä÷ãöå. 

Halacha Berurah � Vol. 7 Issue 2 Email Edition Page 3 of 4 

                 �ö�ö�� õñ��



•  Is there a mitzvah in the Torah to familiarize oneself with the halachos pertaining to the identification of kosher animals? 

•  Is one required to identify both of the two kosher 
signs prior to consuming an animal? 

•  Is there a difference in halacha between domesticated 
and non-domesticated animals? 

•  Is there a requirement for a mesorah – a tradition, in 
order to permit the consumption of an animal? 

•  Buffalo vs. Bison: What is their kosher status, and 
do they have a mesorah? 

•  Beefalo: Are crossbreeds between kosher and non-
kosher animals kosher?   

•  Is deer meat kosher? 

•  Is it true that giraffes are kosher, but that they are 
not eaten due to the fact that they have long necks 
and there is an uncertainty as to what the correct 
location is for shechitah?  
Is there a possibility that 
t h e  g i r a f f e ,  o n c e 
restrained, is actually from 
the easiest animals to 
shecht? 
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