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ne is forbidden Mideoraisa to per-

form melacha on Yom Touv. What

is considered melacha on Yom
Tov? That which is considered a melacha on
Shabbos is considered a melacha on Yom
Tov. However, a fundamental difference
between Yom Tov observance and Shabbos
observance is that the Torah does permit
melachos of ochel nefesh - food preparation
on Yom Tov. The exact parameters of these
halachos are beyond the scope of this issue.!

When a non-melacha activity is per-
formed on Yom Tov in preparation for the
next day (e.g. washing dishes with cold wa-
ter) only the issur Derabonon of hachono is
involved.? However, regarding activities that
are considered melachos, including mela-
chos of ochel nefesh, the halacha is more
severe, as one is dealing with a Torah prohi-
bition. Although the Torah permitted these
melachos to be performed when they are
being done for that day, the Torah never
permitted them to be done in preparation
for a later day.®

Consequently, one is forbidden to
prepare food on one day of Yom Tov for a
second day of Yom Touv or for after Yom
Tov.* This presents a problem when the
second day of Yom Tov falls out on Shab-
bos or when Shabbos follows a two-day
Yom Tov.

This article will primarily discuss the
issue of making preparations on Yom Tov
for Shabbos in such instances.
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Part One

Baking or Cooking On
Yom Tov for a Weekday

The Gemara in Pesachim cites a
machlokes regarding one who baked delib-
erately on Yom Tov for a weekday. In the
course of its discussion, the Gemara ex-
pounds upon a number of halachic princi-
ples that are vital to hilchos Yom Touv in
general and particularly to the discussion at
hand.

The Gemara quotes Rav Chisda who
maintains that one who deliberately baked
on Yom Tov for a weekday incurs malkos
for transgressing a Torah prohibition. Rab-
bah on the other hand, disagrees and main-
tains that one does not incur malkos.®

A. The Principle of 5*x11—"Since”
The Gemara discusses a novel princi-
ple that was introduced by Rabbah. Rabbah
maintains that it is not sufficient to analyze a
current situation to determine whether a
certain halacha is applicable. One must also
take into account the possibility that the
situation might be affected by a change of
events, even though no change is presently
anticipated. Applying this principle to our
case, Rabbah maintains that although one
baked this food for a weekday, a person
never knows how much food they may need
on Yom Tov, and there is always the possi-
bility that unexpected guests may arrive on
Yom Tov. “Since” the food is fit for guests if
they were to arrive on Yom Tov and the
cooking of the food would then be viewed
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as having been done for Yom Tov,
one is permitted to cook even if his
intention is to cook for Shabbos.
|| This logic, on which Rabbah bases
the permit, is referred to as the prin-
ciple of “9"xi1”.6

It is important to note that in situations
where the cooking is being done shortly
before sunset on Yom Tov and the food will
not be ready until after sunset, Rabbah’s
principle will obviously not apply, because
even if guests would arrive, the food would
not be ready for them to eat on Yom Tov.”

Rav Chisda disagrees with the principle
of ‘ox1v’, and maintains that in all cases
one incurs lashes if he baked on Yom Touv
for use on a weekday.®

It is important to mention that even
Rabbah would agree that Miderabonon one
is forbidden to bake or cook for a weekday.
The issue at hand is whether such an act is
forbidden Mideoraisa.’

B. The Principle of pwys naw »ony

2w ora—Needs of Shabbos May

be Performed On Yom Tov

Rav Chisda maintains that Mideoraisa
those things that are needed for Shabbos
may be prepared on Yom Touv. Rashi ex-
plains that since both Yom Tov and Shab-
bos are frequently referred to in the Torah as
“Shabbos”, they share the same type of
sanctity. Accordingly, the permission given
by the Torah to cook on Yom Tov applies
not only for use on Yom Tov, but also for
use on Shabbos the following day.!°

Nevertheless, Rav Chisda maintains
that Miderabonon it is still forbidden to
make preparations on Yom Touv for Shab-
bos, lest one draw the erroneous conclusion
that just as one is permitted to bake and
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éok for Shabbos, one is likewise permitted
to do so for a weekday.!!

Baking or Cooking on
Yom Tov for Shabbos

Rabbah’s principle of ‘9»x11” applies to
one who cooks on Yom Tov whether it is
being done for a weekday or for Shabbos.
Therefore, according to his opinion, one
who cooks on Yom Tov for Shabbos does
not violate a Torah prohibition in situations
where the food is fit to be served to guests if
they were to arrive on Yom Tov.'?

The Gemara mentions that according
to Rav Chisda, one transgresses a Torah
prohibition only if he cooks on Yom Tov for
a weekday. However, if one cooks on Yom
Tov for Shabbos, no Torah prohibition ex-
ists.’®

One practical difference between the
Rabbah’s opinion and Rav Chisda’s opinion
is in a case where, for whatever reason,
there is no possibility of a guest eating the
food. Below we will cite examples of this.

The Halacha

Most Rishonim rule in accordance with
Rabbah’s principle that cooking and baking
on Yom Tov, whether it is for a weekday or
Shabbos, is not a violation of a Torah prohi-
bition if the food is fit to be served to guests
if they were to arrive on Yom Touv. Some
Rishonim also maintain that we accept Rav
Chisda’s opinion in halacha, and in all situa-
tions Shabbos needs may be performed on
Yom Tov Mideoraisa. Still, as mentioned
previously, preparations on Yom Touv are
forbidden Miderabonon in all circumstances
unless an eruv tavshilin is made.*

The Concept of
Eruv Tavshilin

Despite the fact that there is no Torah
prohibition against cooking on Yom Tov for
the following Shabbos day, both Rabbah
and Rav Chisdah agree that it is forbidden
Miderabonon unless one performs an eruv
tavshilin on Erev Yom Touv.'® The term eruv
tavshilin is translated literally as ‘mingling of
cooked foods’ .16

Eruv Tavshilin is a practice instituted
by the Rabonon in which one makes minor
preparations for Shabbos on Erev Yom Touv
by setting aside some cooked food for Shab-
bos. In this way, the preparation of the
Shabbos meal has already begun before
Yom Tov and all that is required on Yom
Tov is its completion.’
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The cooked food, typically an egg or
piece of meat, that one sets aside on Erev
Yom Touv, permits one to cook and bake on
Yom Tov for Shabbos. Some shitos main-
tain that if one intends to bake on Yom Tov
for Shabbos, one should set aside bread as
well .18

The Gemara in Pesachim that we
mentioned is very relevant to the underlying
mechanics of eruv tavshilin. Being that eruv
tavshilin is a Rabbinic concept, it would not
permit one to cook on Yom Touv for Shab-
bos if doing so would violate a Torah prohi-
bition. It is only due to the principles we
discussed earlier that no Torah violation
exists, and the Rabonon were able to insti-
tute the concept of eruv tavshilin.'® Below
we will discuss certain situations that may
involve issurei deoraisa where an eruv
tavshilin might not remedy the situation.

The Reason for the Enact-
ment of Eruv Tavshilin

The Gemara mentions two reasons as
to why the Rabonon enacted the concept of
eruv tavshilin.

Some maintain that eruv tavshilin was
instituted in order to preserve the honor of
Shabbos. It honors Shabbos by focusing
one’s mind already on Erev Yom Touv on the
needs of Shabbos, which might otherwise
not be attended to in the shadow of Yom
Tov.?

Others maintain that eruv tavshilin was
instituted in order to preserve the honor of
Yom Tov. It honors Yom Tou, because peo-
ple who see that it is forbidden Mider-
abonon to cook on Yom Tov even for Shab-
bos without an eruv tavshilin, will surely not
disgrace Yom Touv by cooking on Yom Tov
for a weekday.?!

Preparing the
Eruv Tavshilin

On Erev Yom Tov, one should set
aside a baked item such as bread or matzoh,
and a cooked item that is normally eaten
together with bread (such as meat, fish,
eggs, or potatoes). It is considered a hiddur
for the loaf of bread or matzah set aside for
the eruv tavshilin to be whole. The mini-
mum size for the bread and the cooked item
is one kezayis. Preferably, the bread should
be the size of a kebeitzah.?

If the eruv tavshilin was made only
with a cooked dish and without bread, it
qualifies as a valid eruv b’dieved. If one
does not intend to bake on Yom Tov, one
need only prepare a cooked food. However,
the common practice is to prepare bread as
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part of the eruv tauvshilin in all circum-
stances. If only bread was prepared for the
eruv tavshilin, the eruv is invalid.?

Preferably, the food being used for the
eruv tavshilin should be cooked on Erev
Yom Tou specifically for the use of the eruv
tavshilin or at least for use on Shabbos. This
is because, as we explained, the rationale
behind the eruv tavshilin is that one is com-
mencing the Shabbos preparations before
Yom Touv. However, even if one did not
cook the item specifically for Shabbos, the
eruv tavshilin is still valid since it is now des-
ignated for Shabbos use.?*

The Proper Time to Make the
Eruv Tavshilin

The eruv tavshilin should be prepared
on Erev Yom Tov. When the first and last
days of Succos or Pesach occur on Erev
Shabbos, one should make a separate eruv
tavshilin before the first days of Yom Tov
and the last days of Yom Tov.?

The eruv tavshilin should be made
before one begins davening maariv on the
eve of Yom Tov. One who first remembered
to make an eruv tavshilin after sunset during
the period of bein hashmashos, may still
make the eruv tavshilin with a brocha as
long as he did not daven maariv.?®

One who went to shul and then re-
membered that no eruv tavshilin was made
should try to contact someone in his house-
hold or send a messenger to his home to
make an eruv tavshilin.?” If this is not possi-
ble and he knows someone who lives near
the shul or some cooked food can be gotten
in the shul, the eruv tavshilin may be made
in shul. In such a case, the eruv tavshilin
should be taken home after davening to
prevent it from getting lost?®, and preferably,
one should eat part of the eruv tauvshilin
upon returning home. Care should be taken
to leave over at least a kezayis of food from
the eruv tavshilin, for otherwise, the eruv
would be invalid.?

If these options are not possible, one
should return home and make the eruv
tavshilin. If returning home would cause one
to miss the proper time to daven mincha, he
should not go home, but should follow one
of the methods recommended for one who
did not make an eruv tavshilin before Yom
Tov.*®®

Making the Eruv Tavshilin

The one making the eruv tavshilin
recites the brocha of "Baruch...Al Mitzvas
Eruv" and a proclamation (i.e. xamy y™113),
which can both be found in a siddur or
machzor. The proclamation states that the
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Goked and baked items of the eruv tavshilin
should permit baking, cooking, insulating,
lighting a flame from an existing fire and all
the necessary preparations on Yom Tov for

Shabbos.?!

In an instance where a person set
aside food for the eruv tavshilin but forgot to
say the proclamation, the eruv tavshilin may
only be relied upon in an extenuating cir-
cumstance. However, if one did not set
aside food for the eruv tavshilin, then even if
he began preparing food for Shabbos before
Yom Tov began (which in essence is what
an eruv tauvshilin is), the prepared food may
not be relied upon as an eruv tavshilin.
Preferably, even in a case where one did set
aside food for the eruv tavshilin but forgot to
say the proclamation, one should follow one
of the procedures outlined below for one
who forgot to make an eruv tavshilin.>

Who Is Required to
Make an Eruv Tavshilin?

Any person who intends to cook on
Yom Touv for Shabbos is required to make
an eruv tavshilin.>®* One who only intends to
light neiros on Yom Touv for Shabbos and
has no intentions to cook, should make an
eruv tavshilin according to many poskim,
but no brocha should be recited.>* Some
poskim even recommend that an eruv
tavshilin always be made (i.e. without a bro-
cha), even if one does not intend to perform
any melochos on Yom Touv for Shabbos.?®
Even when making an eruv tavshilin without
reciting a brocha, the proclamation should
still be said.

Only the head of the household is
required to make an eruv tavshilin, and all
members of the household are included in
the eruv tavshilin.®’ If one has married chil-
dren or guests staying by them for Yom Tov,
it is questionable whether they are included
in the eruv tavshilin made by the head of the
household and whether or not they may rely
on it. If we do not consider them to be in-
cluded in the eruv tavshilin, they would not
be permitted to help out with any of the
cooking being done on Yom Tov for Shab-
bos. The general custom is to be lenient and
consider them to be included in the eruv
tavshilin.3® If the guests are sleeping else-
where and are lighting neiros in the place
where they are sleeping, they should pref-
erably make an eruv tavshilin at that loca-
tion without reciting a brocha. Although
there are grounds to say that even in such
an instance the guests are included in their
host’s eruv tavshilin, still, as mentioned, it is
preferable that they make an eruv tavshilin
at the location where they are sleeping. Al-
ternatively, their host can include them in his
own eruv tavshilin. For the proper proce-

dure of including others, see the discussion
below concerning A Rov’s Eruv).®

Maintaining the
Eruv Tavshilin

In order to permit cooking on Yom
Tov for Shabbos, the cooked food used for
the eruv tavshilin must remain intact. If the
food was eaten or lost before one began
cooking in preparation for Shabbos, one
may not cook for Shabbos. Even if part of
the eruv tavshilin was eaten, it is still valid as
long as a piece of food the size of a kezayis
remains. If the cooked food is an item that
can spoil easily, it must be refrigerated and
kept under desirable conditions, so that it
remains edible.*

It is therefore very important to place
the eruv in a secure place where it is out of
the reach of children and people who may
mistakenly eat it or discard it.*!

If the eruv tavshilin was lost after one
already began cooking a dish for Shabbos,
one is permitted to finish cooking that dish,
but additional dishes may not be prepared
for Shabbos.*

The following scenario raises an inter-
esting question. A person cooked an entire
meal for Yom Touv while the eruv tavshilin
was still intact, but the eruv was eaten or lost
before the preparations were made for the
Shabbos meal. In such an instance, the
poskim permit all the food cooked for Yom
Tov to be set aside for the Shabbos meal,
and one may then begin cooking anew for
Yom Tov.

However, if the eruv tavshilin was lost
before the Yom Tov meal was prepared,
one may not set aside that food for Shabbos
and begin cooking for Yom Tou. Such an
act is considered outright deception, so to
speak, since food for Yom Tov had already
been prepared for Yom Tov, and in this case
the food cannot simply be put aside to allow
preparation of food for Shabbos. It is only in
a case where the eruv tavshilin was intact
when the cooking began that the Rabonon
permit the food to be set aside for Shabbos
and additional cooking be done for Yom
Tov. In such an instance, since the original
food could have initially been set aside for
Shabbos because the eruv tauvshilin was
intact while the food was being prepared, we
allow this designation to be made even after
the food was prepared.®

Consuming the Eruv
Tavshilin on Shabbos

In the previous section we men-
tioned that one must save the eruv tavshilin

until the food for Shabbos is cooked. There
is no requirement to hold on to the eruv
tavshilin past that time. Still, the poskim
strongly encourage using the bread of the
eruv tavshilin (if it is a complete loaf or chal-
lah) for lechem mishnah on Shabbos. Since
one mitzvah has been performed with the
bread, it should be used to perform another
mitzvah.** The cooked food of the eruv
tavshilin should also be eaten during one of
the Shabbos meals.*
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