
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is vital to make two points clear at the 
onset of this issue. Firstly, this article will 
deal primarily with pagan worship.1 Sec-
ondly, in this issue we will not be discuss-
ing our affiliation with non-Jews on a per-
sonal level. In an earlier article, we al-
ready discussed the requirement to help 
needy non-Jews, give charity to their 
poor, visit their sick, and bury their dead. 
The Torah requires one to be compas-
sionate to all mankind.2 The gemara 
quotes a number of sages who displayed 
acts of respect and extended a supporting 
hand towards gentiles.3  Additionally, the 
Gemara states that righteous gentiles have 
a share in the world to come.4 Chazal 
repeatedly single out virtuous non-Jews as 
exemplars of appropriate behavior.5 
Nonetheless, in protection of the very es-
sence of the Jewish religion, the Torah 
takes a strong stand to prevent any inter-
action with or benefit from other religious 
practices.6  

O ne of the basic tenets in Yiddish-
keit is for a person to distance 
himself entirely from any con-

nection to idolatry. Avodah Zarah is one 
of the three cardinal sins for which a per-
son is required to give up his or her life 
rather than transgress the sin.7 In fact, 
although the use of scornful or mocking 
language is generally not permitted, nev-

ertheless, when it relates to avodah zarah 
it is not only permitted but even advo-
cated. Any interest in pagan worship is 
deflected when the practices are described 
as ludicrous and bizarre. Consequently, 
throughout the generations, Yiddin have 
developed all sorts of derisive nicknames 
and comical descriptions to describe pa-
gan deities, their prophets, and their prac-
tices. 8 

Living in modern westernized coun-
tries in the 21st century, avodah zarah may 
seem to be quite an abstract concept, an 
archaic interest of the pre-medieval era or 
of ancient tribes, and a conduct per-
formed by uneducated peasants lacking a 
broad and more sophisticated outlook of 
life. However, this is not an accurate as-
sessment. 

In the next issue we will discuss at 
length some Hindu practices and the tre-
mendous practical impact they have in 
contemporary halacha, which affects items 
we use on an daily basis. Additionally, we 
will discuss below whether Christianity 
and Islam are categorized as Avodah 
Zarah. 

The Prohibition 
The prohibition against worshiping 

pagan deities is one of the  éðáã úåöî òá ù

çð - the seven mitzvos that all 
people (i.e. Jews and non-Jews 
alike) are required to keep.9 Non-
Jews are restricted under Torah 
law only from specific forms of 
worship.10 In addition to not wor-
shiping pagan deities, Yiddin 
have a much more expanded 

requirement of faith. Jews are prohibited 
from even acknowledging in their hearts 
that idols have any power. Yiddin have an 
active requirement of faith to believe that 
there was a preexisting existence that 
masterly created the world and founded 
all of creation. This is the definition of 
G-d. Yiddin are required to believe in 
Hashem’s uniformity which is unparal-
leled in any existence which we know. He 
is one in the fullest sense of the word. He 
does not possess a body like a human and 
is not comprised of numerous compo-
nents but is completely uniform, some-
thing which is beyond our comprehen-
sion. Non-Jews, on the other hand, are 
not required have this expansive faith. 
They are simply forbidden to worship 
other deities.11 Many poskim maintain that 
even if a non-Jew believes in Hashem but 
also worships another god, it is considered 
avodah zarah. We will discuss the rele-
vance of this last point below.12 

A. Christianity 
Christianity is considered a mono-

theistic religion. Still, a basic precept of 
Christianity is belief in the Trinity. The 
Trinity is the belief of three gods: The 
Creator, the son of the Creator, and The 
Holy Ghost. Although Christianity teaches 
that each one is a god, nevertheless, ac-
cording to their religious writings, they 
believe that they are all really part of one 
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god. The poskim consider this a  óåúéù - a 
joint partnership, so to speak, of a few 
gods, which as mentioned previously is 
considered avoda zarah according to 
many poskim, even for a non-Jew.13 

B. Islam 
Islam is also considered a monothe-

istic religion. In fact, it is more of a mono-
theistic religion than Christianity, since 
there is belief in one god without any sort 
of partnership. They do not believe Mo-
hammed to be a god but only a prophet. 
Although it is forbidden for any Yid to 
believe in a false prophet and to deviate 
even slightly from the teachings of the 
Torah and the prophecies of Moshe Rab-
bainu, no such requirement applies to 
non-Jews. The consensus of most poskim 
is that Islam is not considered avodah 
zarah for a non-Jew. 14 

Deriving Benefit From  
Idol Worship 

In addition to the Torah prohibition 
of worshiping idols, Yiddin are also forbid-
den to derive any benefit from the idols 
that are worshiped, as well as certain 
items of importance that were used as part 
of the service or to enhance the appear-
ance of the idol.15 Not every item used as 
part of a service or placed near an idol 
can become forbidden. Only those items 
that have a certain degree of importance 
or have undergone a very distinctive proc-
ess and meet certain precise guidelines 
can be forbidden. 

These items can be divided into four 
categories. 

1. äîöò äøæ äãåáò - The Actual Idol 
The actual idol or parts of it that 

have become separated from it on their 
own are forbidden to be benefited from.16 
Not every item, however, can become 
forbidden if worshiped. If one worships a 
natural object that was not made or af-
fected by the hand of man such as a 
mountain, hill, river, any of the heavenly 
bodies, any living animal, or even a tree 
that had been planted without idolatrous 
intent and was only subsequently wor-
shiped, they would not become forbid-
den.17 

2. äøæ äãåáò éåð - Ornamental 
Enhancers for the Idol 
Items that are placed on or near an 

idol which serve to either beautify its ap-
pearance or its surroundings are forbid-
den to be benefited from. Items included 

in this category are fancy clothing that 
dressed an idol, jewelry placed on an idol, 
or candles lit in front of an idol.18 

3.  äøæ äãåáò éùéîùú - Accessories 
Used in the Service of the Idol 
Accessories such as goblets, bowls, 

fire pans, etc. that are used as vessels in 
the service of an idol are forbidden to be 
benefited from. Utensils that are not used 
as part of the actual service for idols do 
not become forbidden. For example, a 
broom used to clean the area in front of 
an idol does not become forbidden.19 

4. äøæ äãåáò úåáåø÷ú - Sacrificial 
Offering to the Idol 
Deriving benefit from sacrificial offer-

ings brought before an idol are dealt with 
more stringently in halacha than even the 
actual idol itself.20 This will be discussed in 
further detail below. 21 Additionally, in 
order for something to become forbidden 
as äøæ äãåáò úåáåø÷ú, it has to undergo a 
very unique process whose guidelines are 
very precise but a bit complicated. Simply 
offering a type of food or item to an idol 
does not necessarily cause it to become 
forbidden, even if one intends to give it to 
the idol as a present and places it before 
the idol.22 

Although some of these guidelines 
are quite intricate and may initially seem 
irrelevant, we will demonstrate below how 
even the slightest detail can alter the hala-
cha and how it affects us on a practical 
level. 

Similarity to the  
Beis Hamikdash 

The basic rule is that for the item to 
become forbidden as äøæ äãåáò úåáåø÷ú, 
the sacrificial offering must parallel the 
offerings that were brought in the Beis 
Hamikdash in some distinctive way. The 
offering might consist of the same type of 
item that was offered on the mizbe’ach in 
the Beis Hamikdash (e.g. oil, wine, flour, 
meat, etc.), or an item that has undergone 
one of the avodas that were performed in 
the Beis Hamikdash for offerings sacrificed 
to Hashem (e.g. äèéçù - slaughtering, 
 ä÷éøæ - sprinkling, äøè÷ä - burning,  êåñéð - 
pouring). 23 

Items Offered in  
the Beis Hamikdash 

A type of item that was offered in the 
Beis Hamikdash which was placed in front 
of an idol as a sacrificial offering causes it 

to be considered äøæ äãåáò úåáåø÷ú from 
which deriving benefit is forbidden.24 

Items not Offered in  
the Beis Hamikdash 

An item that was not offered in the 
Beis Hamikdash can only become forbid-
den when offered to an idol if three crite-
ria are met. 

1. The item becomes forbidden only if 
one of the normal services from the 
Beis Hamikdash was performed to it. 
For example, the Shulchan Aruch 
states that if a living creature (i.e. 
even a creature that was not offered 
in the Beis Hamikdash such as a 
grasshopper) is slaughtered as a sacri-
fice to an idol, it becomes forbidden. 
Similarly, if one sprinkles any liquid 
in front of an idol as a means of wor-
ship, it becomes forbidden. Merely 
throwing an item (e.g. a stick) in front 
of the idol wouldn’t be enough of a 
replication of the service in the Beis 
Hamikdash to forbid it, since the act 
of throwing the blood in the Beis 
Hamikdash caused it to scatter.25 

Chazal state that even if the exact 
avodah from the Beis Hamikdash is 
not performed to the idol, but some-
thing suggestive and very similar to 
the avodah was performed, it can still 
transform the item into  äãåáò úåáåø÷ú
äøæ. For example, if one snaps a stick 
while worshiping an avodah zarah, 
the stick is considered  äãåáò úåáåø÷ú
äøæ. The act of breaking is considered 
similar to the avodah of shechitah in 
the Beis Hamikdash for it mimics the 
breaking and separation of an ani-
mal’s neck during shechitah.26 

In an instance where the act is only 
reminiscent of an avodah in the Beis 
Hamikdash but is not the same exact 
act, the only way for the item to be-
come forbidden is if the following two 
criteria are met. 

i. The same type of item is nor-
mally used in the worship of the 
idol (i.e. even if the idol is wor-
shiped with that item in a differ-
ent manner). For example, if an 
idol is not normally worshiped by 
breaking a stick, the stick would 
only become forbidden if the idol 
is normally worshiped by using a 
stick in some other manner (e.g. 
shaking a stick in front of it).  If 
the worship of an idol does not 
involve the use of a stick alto-
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gether, then even if the worship 
is performed by breaking a stick, 
it would not cause the stick to 
become forbidden.27 This is 
unlike slaughtering a creature for 
the idol, where even if that living 
creature is not normally used in 
the worship, it still becomes for-
bidden.28 

ii. According to almost all poskim, 
the act must be done in the pres-
ence of the idol. Consequently, 
in our case, the stick must be 
broken in front of the idol.29 This, 
too, is unlike slaughtering a crea-
ture for an idol, where the crea-

ture is forbidden as long as the 
act was performed with the inten-
tion of it being an offering to the 
idol, even if it was not slaugh-
tered in front of the idol.30 

2. In addition to being similar to an avo-
dah in the Beis Hamikdash, the act 
which is performed to the item used 
as a sacrificial offering to the avodah 
zarah must be in and of itself an act 
of worship for the avodah zarah. For 
example, the Gemara states that if 
one reaps fruit as an offering to an 
idol, the fruit become forbidden. The 
Rishonim point out that the Gemara 
is referring to a case where the reap-

ing itself is a form of worship. If, how-
ever, the act of reaping is merely a 
preparatory act that enables the fruit 
to be separated so that it can be used 
later in the act of worship to the idol, 
it would not become forbidden. As an 
aside, it is interesting to note that this 
Gemara is not mentioned in Shul-
chan Aruch. See the following foot-
note for a possible explanation of 
this. 31 

3. The one performing the act must in-
tend to be worshiping the idol with 
that act in order for the item to be-
come forbidden.32 
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îøä úòãá ïë øîåì øùôà"æ à" åéøáãîã ì
ãá"ð÷ ïîéñ ïî÷ì î"ùá àáåîä à" íù ê
÷ñ"ò êôéäì øàåáî æ"ù ,éòå ' äòéö÷å øåî

åàá"éñ ç 'ëø"óåúéùá äååöî çð ïá ïéàù ã ,
éòå ' áùéì äùãçä ñåôãá íù úåøòäá

ùîî äøéúñä"áòéä ë" íéøçà úåîå÷îá õ
ò"ùî ô"åùá ë"áòé úìéàù ú"ç õ"éñ à ' àî
ã"îôìå ä"æå úéçãð ù" óúùîä äîåãîë ì

 úåãçàä ãåáë çéðîù àåä øçà øáã
éøîâì åîå÷îá , úáñ ãçà ø÷éòá äãåîå

 êåøá ùåã÷ä íéëìîä  éëìî êìîî ìëä
âäðäá íééòöîà ñéðëîù àìà àåä ' êøåöì

 ïúìåæ äáøäå êàìî áëåëë ìôùä íìåòä
çâùää éçåìùî  'úéäìàä ,ãåáòá ïôúùîå '

 åéãáòì åãåáëî ÷åìçì êìî ïåöøù øåîàá
 åæ êìî êìî ãáòå åéðôì íéãîåòä åéúøùî

ò éãáåò  áåø úòã äúéä" íìåòî øùà æ
 øùàë úåéåùøä åáøä àì åìà ìëå òåãéë

 äîë íäéôá äîåãëå íéðùîä íéùåò
úåãøôð úåéåùøå úåìçúä , ïúåéä  íò

 åì åáæëé íðåùìáå úåãçàä ïäù íéøîåà
éùä íçåø ìò äìåòä ìëë"é åðøîùé ú" ì

  íéáøîäù éôì íéôúùî øãâá íðéàù
øúåéá íéòåøâ íéðéî íä íéø÷éòá , øçåáäù

ãçàî øúåé åì ,éôà 'åì ïéà ãçà ,éò"ù ,éòå '
 íâ ùøéô ïëù àéáäù íù ä÷ãö ìéòîá
 íäì øåñà àìù óåúéùä ãéîú úìåòä

ùîî åéìò å÷ìç àåäå"áîøä ë"ìä ùéø í '
åò"áîøä áúëå ùåðà øåã ïéðòá æ" íù í

ô ùéø"åò ø÷éò äæù á"ë ,éòå 'åù"çðî ú" à
ç"éñ à 'éàø àéáäì êéøàäù âð ' ïáì øåñàù

çð ,éòå"úçä úòã ïëù ù"åéá ñ"éñ ã 'ì÷"ã ,
éòå 'åù"åé øôåñ áúë ú"éñ ã 'ãô ,éòå 'åù" ú

ç úòã äåçé"éñ ã 'äæá êéøàäù äî ,éòå '
ðä úåøå÷î"íéøéúîä úåèéù àéáäù ì ,î" î

íéøñåàä äáåø äàøðë. 
13. éò 'ðä úåøå÷îá"ì , íéøîåà íäù óàå

ãçà íöòá àåä ùåìéùäù ,éò 'ùî ìéòì" ë
 úåãçàá òâåôù ìëã ä÷ãö ìéòîä íùá

úé àøåáä 'ìàøùé åîë øåñà , óà åúå
åéìò íé÷ìåçäì  ,é" áùçð äî úòéá÷ù ì

íäì àìå åðéîëçì øåñî úåéåùø äáøä ,éòå '
ùîá"áòé úìéàùá ë" ïúåéä  íò íù õ

 åì åáæëé íðåùìáå úåãçàä ïäù íéøîåà

éùä íçåø ìò äìåòä ìëë"é åðøîùé ú" ì
íéôúùî øãâá íðéàù ,éò"ù. 

14. éò 'áîø"ìä í 'ëàî"ô à"ä é"æ ,éò 'åù''åé ò'' ã
éñ 'ë÷''éòñ ã 'å ,'éòå 'åð''íù ë .éòå 'îø'' à

éñá 'î÷''éòñ å 'ä'. 
15. éò 'íéøáãä éèøôá åëéøàäù ïî÷ì ,éòå '

áîø"ç íéëåáð äøåî í"ìô â" íòèä æ
åòî äàðä äøåú äøñàù" øùôà äéä éë æ

 äáøéå åúøåçñ çéìöúù ãçà ùéàì äø÷éù
äáñì åäáùçéå íää íéîãä ïî åðåîî ,

 äîøâ  úøëîðä àéää äøåöä éîã úëøáùå
äá ïéîàéå äæ åì...  äîöòá äáñä àéä úàæì

 äãåáò úáåø÷úå ãáòð éåôö úàðä øåñàá
äéìëå äøæ ,àéää äáùçîä ïî ìöððù éðôî ,

éò"ù. 

16. éò 'áîø''ô í''ìäî æ 'åò''ä æ'' á" úãåáò
 ìëå äìù úáåø÷úå äéùîùîå íéáëåë

 àìå øîàðù äàðäá øåñà äìéáùá äùòðä
 ãçàá äðäðä ìëå êúéá ìà äáòåú àéáú

íéúù ä÷åì åìà ìëî , àìå íåùî úçà
àéáú , äîåàî êãéá ÷áãé àìå íåùî úçàå

íøçä ïî ,éòå 'îâ 'ò áë óã úåëî'' ä÷åìù á
íéúù .éòå 'ñåú  'áá''ò áò óã ÷'' äìéëàù á

äøåúä ïî øåñà ,ö äàðäå''ò .éòå 'áùø'' à
ñîá 'ò çð óã ïéùåãé÷''åéøáã àéáäù á .

 äéìàî äøáùðù íéðôá åðáúëù äîå
éò ïéøåñà 'åù''éñ ò 'î÷''éòñ å 'é''à. 

17. éò 'ñîá äðùî 'åò''ò äî óã æ''à ,éòå 'åù'' ò
éñ íù 'î÷''ä , íà íéðåùàø ú÷åìçî ùéå

åìà íéøáãì ãáåò íà äúéî áééç ,éò 'ùø'' é
ñåúå 'øå''îëàå íù éøéàîå ï''ì . ïéðòáå

 äéùéîùúå øäì áø÷ðù úåáåø÷úî äàðä
éò äîåãëå 'ñåú 'íù ,òå''ñåú ò 'ñîá ' ïéìåç

ò î óã''à ,ñåúå 'ñîá 'åò''ò áð óã æ''à. 

18. éò 'îâ 'åò''ò àð óã æ''á , ìù ÷åñôî ãîìðå
 áäæå óñë ãåîçú àì"íäéìò) " íéøáã

æ:äë( ,éòå 'åù''éñ íù ò 'ì÷''éòñ è 'â .éòå '
åù''éòñ íù ò 'è '– é''à. 

19. éò 'îâ 'åò''ò àð óã æ''á , ãáà ÷åñôî ãîìðå
 íù åãáò øùà úåîå÷îä ìë úà ïåãáàú

 íéåâä)áé íéøáã:á( , úåîå÷îì ïéðò åðéàã
íéìë ïéðòì åäðú øçà ÷åñôî ãîìðù ,éòå '

åù''éòñ íù ò 'à 'éòñå 'é''á. 

20. éò 'áîø''ìä í 'ëàî''éô à''ä à'' åøåñéàù à
 åîéçáæ áìç øùàî ÷åñôî ãîìð) íéøáã

áì:çì( ,ìäáå 'åò''ô æ''ä æ'' àåäù áúë á
 àéáú àì ÷åñôå êá êáãé àì ÷åñôî

äáàåú ,éòå 'çì''ìäá î 'ëàî'' íù à
 áìç øùà ìù ÷åñôä íà äæá êéøàäù

 éøåñéàä ììëá úáåø÷úù éåìéâ ÷ø åîéçáæ
÷áãé àìå ÷åñôî ãîìù äàðä ,éò''ù .òå'' ò

äñá''áîøäì î''áîøä úâùäáå í'' äåöîá ï
ö÷''ã ,îâáå 'ñîá àôåâ 'åò''ò èë óã æ'' á

 íéúî éçáæì ù÷éäî àåä åãåîéìù òîùî
÷ ÷øô íéìéäúá áéúëã'' ìòáì åãîöéå å
íéúî éçáæ åìëàéå øåòô , øåñà úî äîå

äàðäá øåñà éîð çáæ óà äàðäá ,éò''ù .
éòå 'ñåú 'ò áð óãá íù''æå à''ì :òàå'' â

úåîå÷î äàøî  
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 ãåã àúàã ãò ïä äìá÷ éøáãã
 ãåã àúàå äì éøéîâ àøîâ

éò àø÷à äéëîñàå''ù ,éòå ' ïåéìâá
ùä''÷òøâäì ñ''ò áé óãá à'' á

 øåñéàä áéúë àì àúééøåàãáù
äìá÷ éøáãã àø÷á ÷ø ììë ,

éòå''ñåú ìò äù÷äù ù ' ïéðòá íù
äìéëà êøãë àìù øåñéà ,éòå '

åæçá''áîøä ìò ÷úåòîä à'' í
ìäá 'åò'' äæ éåìéâ øçà ÷øù íù æ

 ÷áãé àì ÷åñôä ììëá äæù åðéàø
êá ,éòå 'ä÷á''ñî é 'åò''éñ æ 'å' .éòå '

éñ íéîëç éøáã ñøèðå÷ ãîç éãù '
ç àð'' ãåîò ä305äæá êéøàäù  ,

òå''åùá ò''ç éåìä èáù ú''éñ á 'ð'. 

21. éò ' ìåèéá äì ïéà úáåø÷úù ïî÷ì
úéîìåò ,òå''éåúá ò''ñîá è '

â ïéøéùëî: ç) ïåéìâá àáåî
ùøäî''éñ ùéø à 'ì÷''è ( íâù

 ìò ìéäàùë àîèéù ïéðòì øåîç
íãà ,éò''ù. 

22. éò 'ùø"â÷ úåîáéá é . úáåø÷úù
åòì ïåøåã éåä"æ ,î" ùåøéô ÷ø äæ î

íéøáãä ,éòå ' åðëøàäù ïî÷ì
 íéðô ïéòë àåäù äùòî êéøöù

åøñåàì ,éòå 'ñåú 'ñîá 'åò"ð æ: ,
ø ÷øô ùéø éëãøîäå ' ìàîùé

åò éðôì ïéðúåðù äåòù úåëéúçù" æ
éøù ïåøåãì ,éòå 'ñî 'åò"ãî æ :

åòì ùã÷ä ïéàù"æ ,éò"ù. 

23. éò 'îâ 'ò ñ óã ïéøãäðñ''îâå á '
åò''àð óãå ð óã æ ,éòå 'åù''éñ ò '
ì÷''éòñ è 'â ,'éòå 'áîøá''ìä í '
åò''ô æ''ä â''â ,òå''áîøá ò'' í

äôñá''ì úååöî î''ä äåöî ú '
öîå 'å 'ã ïéðòá êéøàäù 'úåãåáò. 

24. éò 'åù''éòñ íù ò 'â ' àöåéëù ìëù
ò áø÷ äá'' åçéðä íà çáæî â

ãéî øñàð úáåø÷ú íùì äéðôì ,
éòå 'ù''÷ñ íù ê''áîøäù â'' í

 àöîð íàù øáåñå éôè øéîçî
 åìéôà øåñà ìëä äúãåáò íå÷îá

ò áø÷ åðéà''úåøéð ïåâë çáæî â ,
éòå 'ù'' åì ùé ùôð ìòá ìëù ê

åæ äòãë øéîçäì ,åùäù óà'' àì ò
äéúååë ÷ñô ,éòå 'åæçá''ìä à 'åò'' æ

éñ 'ð''é úåà óåñ å'' ìò äîéúù à
îâä úåèùôî íâå äæ äèéù ' àì

ïë òîùî , íé÷ñåôä ìë ïëå
åàéáä àì íéðåøçà , àì ïëìå

íéðôá åæ äòã åðáúë. 

25. éò 'îâ 'åùå''åðå ò''íù ë. 

26. íù .éòå 'ùø''ò àð óãá é''ã à'' ä
åëå øáñ øî ' äøéáù àåäù ìëã

äçéáæ ïéòë àéåä êåúéçå ,éòå 'îâá '
 áùçð íéáðò úøéöá åìéôàù íù

äçéáæ ïéòë. 

27. éò 'ùø úèéù''åòá é''ò ð óã æ'' á
ã''øáù ä ,éòå 'åù''ïë ÷ñôù íù ò ,

éòå 'ù''ë íà íù ê'' øåñéà ïéðòì æ
àáåéç ïéðòì íâ åà ì÷î úàðä. 

28. éò ' áâç èçù íà ïéðòá íù øåè
äèéçùì éôè éîãã øñàðù , éî ïëå

î äæ íòè ìò ïé÷ìåçù'' òîùî î
ùîî äèéçù ïéðòì íéîéëñîù ,

éò ' èçù ïéãá íéðåøçàä åìôìéôá
áâç .ä÷éøæ ïéãá ïëå ,êåñéð ,

äøè÷äå ,äæ éàðú øëæåî àì ,
îëàå''ì. 

29. îâá ú÷åìçî àúéà êñð ïéé ïéðòá '
åò''ò èð óã æ'' à÷åã êéøö íà á

åéðôá ,î'' ìë äçéáæ ïéòë ïéðòì î
îâä àéáäù àîâåã 'ñîá 'åò'' óã æ

àð óãå ð ,áîøä ïëå''åùäå í'' íù ò
äéðôá äùòîä äùòù åøééöî , ïëå

éøâä ÷ã÷ã''èéìù áéùéìà ù'' à
ç úåáåùú õáå÷ åøôñá''ñ à 'æò ,

åùá àúéà ïëå"ç éåìä èáù ú" á
éñ 'ð 'ôàå ' àì ïéãä úåòéá÷áù

 úåéäì êéøöù íé÷ñåôä áúë
åéðôá à÷åã ,î'' çéëåäì ùé î

íàéáäù úåàîâåãäî ,éòå ' øôñá
øäåî ïåàâäì äãåáò úãåáò'' ù

 øâåì÷)íù úåáåùú õáå÷á àáåî (
ùîá å÷éôñ éåìúå äæá ÷ôúñðù'' ë

îâä 'ò àð óãá íù'' øöåá ïéðòì à
åòì íéáðò'' øåñà íéáðòäù æ

åò äéä íà ìôìôå''íøëä êåúá æ ,
éò''ù .äëìäìå , åðéðîæ é÷ñåô áåø

åéðôá äùò àì íà íéìé÷î , ìëìå
 åæ àøáñ íéôøèöî íä úåçôä

àøéúäì óéðñì. 

éò úîàáå 'áùøä éùåãéç"ñîì à '
áñ ïéøãäðñ .ã"úåøëë ïúåàå ä ,

 øñàðå äçéáæ ïéòë àåä äùéìù
òà äùéì úòùá ãéî" àìù ô

äéðôì àáåä ,éò"ù ,î"é î" ì
áùøäã" ìò âéìôã ìéæà åúèéùì à

ùø úèéù" íà ì÷î úøéáù ïéðòì é
 åúåà ïéãáåòùë à÷åã àåä

ì÷î ùå÷ù÷á ,ùø úèéùì ïëìå" é
 åðéà åîöò ãöî äøéáùäã øáåñù
 úåçëåä êéøöå äçéáæì ùîî äîåã

åòì êééù äæ äùòîù úåôñåð" æ
äéðôì íâ äùòéù êéøöù øåáñé ,

åùäå"ùøë ÷ñô  ò"é. 

éòå 'ðî"öî ç 'àù áúëù åë" ö
äéðôì à÷åã ,ìéå" äæ øáã éìåàù ò

ùî ìò ÷ø êìåä" äçéáæ ïéðòì ë
 ïéòë àåäù úåìåòô ìò àìå ùîî

äçéáæ. 
30. éò 'ñåú 'ò î óã ïéìåç''ã à'' éðôì ä

åò''ë ,éòå''îä éôì åìéôàù ù'' ã

 äéðôá äéäéù êñð ïééá êéøöîã
éò äèéçùá äãåî''ù .öå'' úö÷ ò

ùî'' äîãù íù úåáåùú õáå÷á ë
 ÷øå íéðô úãåáò øàùì êñð ïéé
íéðô ïéòë íäù úåãåáòá ÷ìéç. 

31. éò 'îâ 'åò''ò àð óã æ'' ïéðòá à
îâá àúéàù íéáðò éìéëøô '

êëì äìçúî ïøöáù ,éòå 'ùø'' é
 úãåáòì äãáò ïúåøéöááù íù

íéáëåë , é÷ñåô áåø åè÷ð ïëå
 åà êåúéçä äùòî íàù åðéðîæ

 àöîú éëéä ÷ø éåä äøéáù
 äðúîì øáãä úúì éãë øùëäå

åòì''øñàð åðéà æ , ìù øåéöáå
 àôåâ äøéáùä äéðôá ì÷î úøéáù

äãåáò éåä .øâäî éúòîùå'' é
èéìù é÷ñìòá''îâä úð÷ñîáù à '

 àöåøéúá é÷åçãì êéøö àì íù
 åøñà éøäù êëì äìéçúî ïøöáã
 äàáäá íéðôá íéàáåîä íéøáã

àîìòá , äæ øåéö åäåèéîùäù äîå
 íîòè äøåàëì íé÷ñåôä ìëá

 ììë àéåðéù éàäë àúëìä úéìã
 ìéàåä åúåà íéàéáî åéä êë åìéàã

÷ôðå''äùòîì åá î , íà óà åðééäã
 áø÷ðä øáãì äìåòô íåù äéá úéì

î åøáéçä øáãì àìà''øñàð î ,
îâä øåéöáå ' äìåòô äùò àì

óðòä ìòî íøéáòä àìà íéáðòì ,
àùî'' äùòð ì÷îä úøéáùá ë

ì÷îä óåâá äøéáù úìåòô . 
32. éò 'åéá''éñ ã 'ã 'éòñ 'â ' ìàøùéù

 åìéôà éåâ ìù åúîäá èçùù
åòì éåâä áùéç''äøùë æ , ìëäù

 äùòîä äùòù éî øçà êìåä
äãåáò .éòå ' íù úåáåùú õáå÷á

äæá êéøàäù. 
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In the Next Issue 

• May one enter the courtyard, park-
ing lot, or any other part of the 
building of a church if they will not 
be entering the actual sanctuary 
containing an avodah zarah? 

• May one enter the basement of a 
church to vote in an election? 

• May one visit the Vatican or other 
museums containing religious arti-
facts? 

• May one sell jewelry that contains a 
religious symbol (e.g. a cross) on it? 

• Is looking at a clock placed on the 
tower of a church considered deriv-
ing benefit from avodah zarah? 

• May the building of a church be 
converted into a shul? 

• What truly takes place at the Tirupati temple in southeast-
ern India? 

• What role does the act of tonsuring (shaving the heads of 
the pilgrims) have in the service at the Tirupati temple? 

• How does this affect practical halacha? 
• Does most of the hair exported from India come from the 

temple? 
• Is temple hair used in the manufacturing of our shaitels? 
• What is the difference between remy and non-remy hair?  
• Are there any halachic concerns with a synthetic hair 

shaitel that has strands of human Indian hair mixed into it? 
• What information surfaced that led to the recent hullabaloo 

regarding the kashrus of contemporary shaitels? Was the 
tumult based upon a change in an actual religious practice 
or was it based upon a new understanding of how the 
practice is performed? 

• Have there been any recent groundbreaking develop-
ments that may simplify this matter? 

The Halachos of Avodah Zarah –  
Contemporary Applications 

Special Section: The Shaitel Controversy 

Sponsorship  
Opportunities Available 

To have your dedication 
appear on over 7000 
printed issues on a desired 
week for only $180, please 
call (718) 851-5259. 
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