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Figure 2.2 Skull: Lateral View
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Appendix [
Drawing Keys
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THE STUDENT

! you will find two sets of lists of ana-
i for each illustration. The first set is
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Electric Shavers in Halacha
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Yitzchok Hisiger; English Editor) at Halacha
Berurah for giving us permission to publish this
material on our website. Permission is granted to
print and redistribute this material as long as the
credits in the article are included.

The permissibility of using an
electrical shaver fto remove one’s facial
hair has been debated amongst the
poskim of the previous generation and is
an ongoing issue of controversy amongst
contemporary Rabbonim. At the onset of
this chapter, it is very important fo firmly
emphasize that there is no intention fo
side with any particular view on this
fopic, but to merely discuss the halachic
Issues involved, and to clarify each side of
this machlokes equally. We respectfully
request from the reader to honor our
most earnest desire to do so and not
assume the contrary.

The Prohibition in the Torah

The 7orah forbids a man to round
(i.,e. remove) the hair on the corners of
his head (i.e. the area of one’s temple
and sideburns), and to destroy the
corners of his beard (i.e. the hair that
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grows from the lower part of one’s face;
the area referred to as the beard).1

The Reason for the Prohibition

Chazal view a beard as being an
important part of a man’s body. 2

Some Rishonim explain that a beard
was created to distinguish a man from a
woman.3

The Rambam writes that the reason
why the 7orah prohibits a man from
destroying his beard is because that was
the custom of the gentile priests. This
explanation fits well with the fact that the
Torah forbids the removal of one’s hair in
juxtaposition with all the mitzvos that are
forbidden because of n"byn mipin.4 It is
interesting to note that the Yiddish term
for priest is “galach’. This was derived
from the word “giluach’ - shaving, which,
as mentioned, was a visible characteristic
of a gentile priest. (Towards the end of
this article, we will discuss whether there
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is also a prohibition of P'7N X7 pa*NIEINAL
regarding removing one’s beard).

Although there are Gemaros
depicting R’ Yochanan’s unusual nnow
(i.e. his handsome  appearance),
nevertheless, Chazal do not list R’
Yochanan among the amoraim who
possessed the most  handsome
appearances in the world. This is because
R’ Yochanan was unable to grow a

beard.5

Many Yiddin throughout history put
their lives at risk so that their beards

would not be removed by goyim who
hated them.

Kabbalistic Issues

The Arizal is quoted as maintaining
that according to kabbalah, a man is
forbidden to remove even a small part of
his beard. This prohibits one from even
trimming his beard. Furthermore, he
maintained that it is forbidden for one to
pluck out even a single hair from his
beard. Moreover, as an added precaution,
mekubalim maintain that one should
refrain from touching his beard so that he
will not inadvertently remove a hair.6 (It
seems that some mekubalim disagreed at
least with the last point, since they
maintained that stroking one’s beard

2" "ot 11 5T M7 'on I Lipr - 039 NNTIT AP T MY 'on v .5
PTIY AN0W OW XIP™M2 XMWY JAR B Lame T 7w ava L a1
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while learning is a segulah to understand
a chiddush in a sugya.)’

As an aside, it is interesting to
mention that there is a discussion among
the poskim whether one is permitted to
put the hairs that fall out of one’s beard
into a sefer, as is common for some
people to do along the inside margin of
many seforim. The reason to prohibit
such an act is that it is improper to store
anything that is not kadosh in a sefer.8
Indeed, some poskim maintain that one
should not even place shaimos inside a
sefer.” With regard to placing hair inside
a sefer, some poskim draw a distinction
between those who follow the custom of
the Arizal and those who do not. Those
who don’t intentionally remove even one
single hair because it is viewed as being a
cheftza shel kedusha (an object of
holiness) in accordance with the opinion
of the Arizal, are permitted to place it
into a sefer, while those who do cut their
beards and thus treat it as ordinary hair,
are forbidden to place it inside a sefer.10
Some poskim maintain that if it is a
public sefer, one should refrain from
leaving things inside it in all
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circumstances, since this may annoy
others who will use the sefer.11

Some disagree with the
aforementioned quoted opinion of the
Arizal, and maintain that the Ariza/ only
forbade, according to kabbalah, removing
one’s beard entirely, since one is doing
away with all the symbols and signs that
are represented by a beard. Trimming,
however, would be permitted.12

The Chasam Sofer writes that he
does not understand the big commotion
that is made against those who cut off
their beards (i.e. in a permitted fashion).
He writes that nowadays we have no
connection to that which was forbidden
according to kabbalah, and we need not
be concerned for anything but the basic
halacha, and that which is openly
expounded upon by Chazal. Additionally,
he writes that it is reported that the
Remah MefFano, who lived in Iltaly and
was one of the greatest mekubalim,
removed his beard entirely. All the Yiddin
from ltaly who have removed their beards
rely upon this.13
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There are some shitos that draw a
distinction between Eretz Yisroel where
according to kabbalah one should grow a
beard, and chutz /a’‘aretz where this does
not apply. This can serve as a
reconciliation between the view of the
Arizal who lived in FEretz Yisroel and that
of the Remah MeFano who lived in Italy.
Indeed, some mekubalim maintained that
chutz laaretz is not worthy enough to
have people with beards living in it.14

The Chasam Sofer concludes by
saying that a person who acts stringently
is considered holy, but one who acts
leniently should not be criticized in any
way for his conduct.

Divrei Halack

There are four possible reasons as to
why some poskim prohibit shaving one’s
entire beard.

N DIj7T INOI , 27T NINS NN N'NYN XY
in'7a* - Destroying and Shaving One’s
Beard

The 7Torah, as mentioned above,
forbids one to remove his facial hair.
However, the 7Torah’s terminology
describing this prohibition is very vague.
The Torah does not mention how much
hair may not be removed, and does not
specify which instrument may not be
used. Chazal, however, interpret the
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posuk based on the phraseology that the
Torah uses.

The posuk that forbids the removal
of one’s beard uses the term n'nwn x7 —
do not ‘destroy.” A bit later on, the
Torah lists several prohibitions that apply
uniquely to kohanim, and the posuk
forbidding the removal of one’s facial hair
is listed once again amongst them. In this
reiteration of the prohibition, the 7orah
changes its terminology and states X%
In2a* - that one should not “shave” his
beard. Chazal explain that the 7orah did
not intend to add or broaden the
prohibition for kohanim, but to clarify the
parameters of the halacha as it pertains
to all Yidden. Chazaltherefore derive that
one is only prohibited to remove his facial
hair if his actions constitute both
“destroying” and “shaving.” If one of
these two criteria is not met, the
prohibition does not apply. Chaza/ clearly
defined such a twofold action as being
performed only by the use of a razor. The
Shulchan Aruch paskens that removing
one’s hair with scissors is permitted, since
it only achieves the criterion of shaving,
but not that of destroying. Tweezers may
be used as well, since it only achieves the
criterion of destroying, and not that of
shaving.15

Using Shaving Cream - no

Most poskim permit the use of
shaving cream to remove one’s beard.
Although it burns off all the facial hair to

X"9P 10 7" ¥ S RO AT Mon 'on My .15
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which it is applied, and it is considered to
be destroying the hair, nevertheless, its
fails to meet the guidelines of shaving. 16
Care should be taken when using shaving
cream, that one does not use a hard and
sharp item to assist in the removal of the
hair. This is because any hair that has not
vet been totally burned off by the cream,
wil be cut with the sharp item.
Consequently, one would be performing
an act of shaving and destroying, which is
forbidden.17

Defining the Terms: “Destroying” and
[} Shavin g”

Scissors may be used to remove
facial hair since they do not achieve
destruction. Scissors use two blades to cut
(i.e. a top and bottom blade). The item is
cut in between the top and bottom blade.
Therefore, when using scissors to cut
facial hair, stubble equal to the thickness
of the bottom blade of the scissors
remains. Scissors therefore do not
achieve total destruction. Some poskim
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maintain that destroying a hair is only
possible if the hair is cut off completely at
skin level, and there is not even the
smallest stubble of hair visible on the
face.1® Others maintain that the
prohibition of destroying facial hair is
violated even if the hair is not cut off
completely at skin level, and as long as it
is cut very close to the skin it is a
violation. They maintain that any hair
that is cut so short that it cannot be lifted
slightly by placing one’s fingernail under
it — omox nxynp, is considered to be
destroyed, even though it has not been
cut off completely at skin level.1?

Tweezers may be used as well, since
it only achieves the criterion of
destroying, and not that of shaving.
Tweezers pluck out the hair as opposed
to cutting it. Addionally, some maintain
that the act of shaving is performed only
if one uses a cutting instrument that is
normally used for shaving.?0
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As mentioned above, Chazal tell us
that a razor is the only instrument that
fulfills both criteria, and is thus forbidden.

Electric Shavers: Instruments of
Destruction?

The Chofetz Chaim discussed the
new mechanical clippers of his time. He
writes as follows: “[They] function like a
razor and remove the hair entirely, to the
extent that nothing remains. ## would
seem that one who shaves his beard with
them violates the prohibition.” He adds
that one who watches over his soul,
should stay far away from those
mechanical clippers. The Chofetz Chaim
bases this ruling on the fact that the
Gemara, as expained by some Rishonim,
implies that any cutting instrument that is
normally used for shaving and destroys
the hair as well, is prohibited. He held
that mechanical clippers meet both
criteria, and therefore, should not be used
on a beard.?1

It is important to note that in the
Chofetz Chaim’s description of how a
mechanical clipper works, he writes that
it has the ability to remove the hair in its
entirety and that nothing remains. Some
poskim maintain that contemporary
electric shavers are so much more

advanced, and are definitely forbidden.22
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Shavers have a separation (e.g. the
screen), albeit a very thin one, between
the blade and the skin, and as a result, do
not completely obliterate the hair at skin
level but leave over small stubble. The
Chofetz Chaim maintained that even the
mechanical clippers remove the hair
entirely, even though they tend to leave
over stubble. It is apparent that the
Chofetz Chaim who prohibited the use of
mechanical clippers, maintained that the
stubble that remains is not significant
enough for it to make a difference.

However, Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin
during his time, as well several other
poskim, permitted the use of ordinary
electric shavers based on the fact that
there is a thin separation of a screen
between the blade and the skin, and it
therefore cannot achieve total destruction
like a razor.23

It is quite possible that the difference
of opinion mentioned above is dependent
on two different ways of defining nnnwn
— destruction. Perhaps, the Chofetz
Chaim maintained that once a hair is cut
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shorter than that which can be gripped by
a fingernail, it is too small to be
considered a piece of hair, and is
therefore considered to be destroyed (i.e.,
removed entirely). Therefore, he prohibits
shavers, since the way they function fits
this definition of destruction, (in addition
to the fact that they are normally used for
shaving). Those who permit shavers due
to the separation of the screen, maintain
that destruction is only achieved if it cuts
the hair off entirely at skin level, just as a
razor does. Therefore, since there is a
minor separation, it does not constitute
nnnwn. If a person were to use a razor
after using a shaver, it would still have
what to cut, so to speak, and would offer
a cleaner and closer shave. 24

Alternatively, it is possible that the
Chofetz Chaim’s opinion was in
accordance with the more lenient view of
‘destruction’, but he maintained that as
long as the hair cannot be felt when
touching one’s face, the hair is
considered destroyed. On the other hand,
those who permit shavers maintain that
since some hair (i.e. stubble) does remain
even after shaving, it is significant enough
to preclude it from being considering
nnnwn. 25

There are some poskim who do not
wish to rely on the lenient opion, even if
we consider destruction to be achieved

0"NM YU PRRAw A" ™ v B0 3"n 3pyr npbn n™w "y .24
Lwaywa 1 03 a1 IR ™Y 00X nER2 Yon annwn www
.o™n yona

MWIR DX YN 2% 02 KW 2wDR wNID DAWN Yap v .25
STWRY T DD W Y vnewi



For more information on this topic, please visit us online at: www. koshershaver.org

only if the hair is cut off completely at
skin level. This is because the stubble that
remains after a shave is so minuscule, and
it is quite possible that although many
hairs are slightly visible, others may have
been pulled into the shaver and cut off
completely at skin level.26  This
precaution is solely dependent on
determining how an electric shaver
actually works, and whether it is proven
that a shaver can cut the hair off
completely at skin level.

Is Destruction Measured by the Hair Size
or by the Instrument That is Used?

Up until this point, we interpreted
the Gemara’s criterion of achieving
NNNW as referring to the size of the hair
that is left. This would imply that if a
person was able to maneuver a pair of
scissors to achieve a closer cut in a way
that it cuts off the hair completely at skin
level, it would be forbidden. It was based
on this understanding that the
aforementioned dispute of the
permissibility of using electric shavers was
based on.

However, there are a number of
indications from several Rishonim and
earlier poskim, that the violation of this
Torah prohibition is not determined by
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the size of the hair that is left, but by the
instrument used.27

Rav Moshe Feinstein understood the
aforementioned sugyah in accordance
with this latter approach. According to
this approach, when the Gemara rules
that an item which both destroys and
shaves is prohibited, and defined this item
as being a razor, it did not merely
mention a razor as an example of an item
that achieves both of these requirements,
but mentioned it in order to define which
instrument is forbidden by the 7orah to
use. The Gemara explains that when the
Torah forbade destroying and shaving
one’s beard, the 7orah was referring to a
razor which achieves both of these
functions, and not to other instruments
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which are categorically permissible. It
follows that even if one manipulates
scissors to enable it to achieve nnnwn, it
is still permitted, since the 7orah did not
forbid the end result, but forbade the use
of a specific instrument to achieve this
result. What categorizes an item as
scissors, which is permitted, or as a razor,
which is forbidden, is the fact that a razor
cuts using one blade, whereas scissors use
two blades to cut.

Based on this thesis, Rav Moshe
permitted the use of shavers since they
function as scissors, utilizing two blades to
cut. The inner blade does not cut by itself,
and must be assisted by the outer screen
of the shaver. The screen traps a hair
within it, and as the inner blade
approaches it, the hair rubs along the
side of the screen and they both cut the
hair simultaneously.28

Although this was Rav Moshe’s
primary heter to permit the use of
shavers, he had an additional approach
that followed a similar line of reasoning.
He maintained that the only type of
instrument that is prohibited, is one that
most people use when they wish to
achieve a close shave; all other
instruments are permitted. Since most
non-Jews use razors when they desire a
close shave, all other instruments are
therefore permitted. However, if for
arguments sake, the general custom
would change and people would only use

TOOWITD T LR 0w P07y NI IR MY MYaw 70 .28
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shavers even if they desired a very close
cut, razors would be permitted and
shavers would be forbidden.29

The Conclusion on Using Ordinary
Electric Shavers

In conclusion, the Chazon Ish, the
Steipler Gaon, and many other poskim
prohibited the use of all electric shavers.
Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin, Rav Moshe
Feinstein, and other poskim permitted
the use of ordinary electric shavers albeit
for two different reasons. 30

Problematic Electric Shavers

There are basically two types of
electric shavers that might pose a
halachic problem even according to the
more lenient opinion discussed above that
permits the use of ordinary electric
shavers.

Lift and Cut Shavers

The entire preceding discussion
applies to ordinary shavers. However, the
so-called “lift and cut” shavers are
problematic. According to the company
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that manufactures them, a lift and cut
shaver operates as follows. First, it lifts up
the hair and pulls it into the machine.
Once the hair is in the machine, the inner
blade cuts it by itself closely to the skin,
cutting it off completely at skin level,
achieving a very close shave. This
presents two problems. Firstly, according
to the first opinion, mentioned above,
that permits ordinary shavers (i.e. the
opinion of Rav Yosef Eliyahu Henkin and
several other poskim), the heter is based
on the fact that they do not cut off the
hair completely at skin level, since the
screen acts as a separation. With regard
to the lift and cut shaver, however, it is
quite possible that it does indeed remove
the hair completely at skin level.
Additionally, Rav Moshe Feinstein’s Aeter
was based on the fact that a shaver
operates just as scissors do; using two
blades to cut the hair (i.e. the inner blade
and the outer screen). The lift and cut
shaver, according to the company, uses
only one blade (i.e. the inner blade).
Thus, it functions like a razor, which
according to Rav Moshe, would be
forbidden even if it does not cut off the
hair entirely at skin level.

{Source: Norelco Inc.)

Bfade cuts hair which
then drops befow
skin level

Hair enters chamber Lifter raises hair

Figure 1. The “Lift-and-Cut” System
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It is important to mention that Rav
Moshe Feinstein was very skeptical about
permitting the use of a lift and cut shaver
when it was first shown to him in his later
years. One should bear in mind that the
widespread Aeferto use electric shavers is
primarily because Rav Moshe, being the
posek hador of the past generation,
permitted their use. Most poskim in Eretz
Yisroel on the other hand, forbade their
use. Consequently, it is questionable how
a person who relies on Rav Moshe’s
shitah with regard to shaving, can go
ahead and use a lift and cut shaver which
Rav Moshe himself was skeptical about.31

It should be noted that it is fairly
simple to remove the lifting mechanism
from a lift and cut shaver, thereby
correcting the problem. Once it is
removed, the shaver functions as an
ordinary shaver. For our step by step do-
ityourself illustrated guide on how to
remove Norelco Lift and Cut ’lifters’ on
your own in 10 minutes or less, visit us
online at:

www.koshershaver.org/howto.htm.

Using Micro-Screen Foil Shavers

The Terumas Hadeshen, quoted by
the Rema, maintains that when shaving
with scissors, a person should be
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extremely careful to either hold the
bottom blade still, using only the top
blade to cut his hair, or to use scissors
where the bottom blade is incapable of
cutting by itself. The reason for this is
because extra precaution should be taken
to prevent mistakenly shaving solely with
the bottom blade, even a minute amount,
since this is equivalent to using a razor.32

There is a possibility that in micro-
screen foil shavers, the micro-screen foil
itself has cutting edges that can cut by
themselves. This screen is comparable to
the bottom blade of scissors, since it
touches one’s skin. This might be
problematic according to the 7erumas
Hadeshen’s chumrah, requiring one to
take the necessary precautions to be
certain that there is no possibility that the
blade touching one’s face will cut by
itself.33

In fact, the company that
manufactures the micro-screen foil
shavers claims that the foil itself has the
ability to cut. The shaver is marketed as
having cutting edges which are
approximately twenty times thinner than
a razor, and are very sharp. Their claim is
that it is actually the outer screen that
does the cutting by itself at skin level, and
the inner mechanism just grinds the hair
once it is already detached and inside the
shaver. If this is indeed the case, such a
shaver would be no different than a razor,
since it uses one blade to cut the hair

1IN R2AW YD R"op DA XD Y .32
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flush against the skin. Therefore, one
must ascertain that his shaver has a

screen that is incapable of cutting by
itself.34

Trimmers

Those who wish to be stringent in
deference to the opinion of the many
poskim who maintained that shavers are
prohibited since they achieve both
destruction and shaving, which we
discussed above, may use an ordinary
trimmer. Most trimmers leave over
stubble that is minuscule, but can be
gripped with a fingernail. Therefore,
destrucion is not achieved even
according to the most stringent opinion
mentioned above.3?

A trimmer also contains two blades
that are used to cut. One blade is further
out and is stationary, while the other is
set back a bit and moves. This increased
separation of the cutting mechanism is
what causes the stubble to form. If the
trimmer is turned upside down and held
on a slant, the blade that moves would be
closer to one’s skin, and would produce a
closer cut. In most instances, even if one
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were to turn and slant the trimmer in this
manner, it would still leave over
significant stubble that could be gripped
by a fingernail. Thus, it would not be
problematic even according to the stricter
definition of destrucion mentioned
above.36

It is important to mention that prior
to using the trimmer in such a manner,
one should first check to see whether the
moving blade is so sharp that it is capable
of cutting the hair by itself. This is
because according to the first opinion
mentioned above that permits ordinary
shavers, the hefer is based on the fact
that they do not cut off the hair
completely at skin level, since the screen
acts as a separation. If one were to slant
the trimmer in such a way that the
moving blade is touching one’s face and
is capable of cutting the hair by itself
without the assistance of the stationary
blade, it may be problematic according to
the 7Terumas Hadeshen mentioned
above.37

Additionally, if the moving blade is
capable of cutting by itself, using such a
trimmer in any manner might pose a
problem according to Rav Moshe
Feinstein’s heter. This is because
according to Rav Moshe, in order for an
electric shaver to be permitted, it has to
function like scissors which use two
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blades to cut, and not like a razor, which
uses one blade to cut.38

The Two-Step Shave

There were some earlier poskim
who permitted the removal of facial hair
by first using scissors to cut it and then
using a razor to destroy it. Their rationale
was that when scissors are used, the
criterion of shaving — ni'7a is fulfilled, but
the criterion of destroying — annwn is
not. When using the razor afterwards,
destruction — nnnwn is achieved, but the
criterion of shaving — ni''a is not. (For the
reasoning behind this, see footnote.) 3°

The Chasam Sofer and the Nodah
B’Yehudah both rejected this approach.
The Chasam Sofer is of the opinion that
achieving destruction is dependent on
whether the hair can be lifted with a
fingernail (i.e. the more stringent opinion
mentioned above). He therefore writes
that no matter which instrument was used
first, the person would be liable. If when
using scissors first, the person cut past
the permitted point, the prohibition has
aleady been transgressed with the
scissors. If the scissors did not cut below
that point, then it is the subsequent
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cutting of the razor that achieves both
ni?a and nnnwi for which one is liable.
The Nodah B’Yehudah is of the opinion
that destruction is not achieved until the
hair is obliterated completely (i.e. the
more lenient opinion mentioned above).
He contends with the earlier poskim
based upon the fact that the scissors did
not achieve destruction as long as there is
still something left for the razor to cut.
Therefore, although the hair was
shortened by the scissors, using a razor
afterwards would transgress the issur, for
the razor would actually be destroying the
hair.40

Shaving every Day

We disccused earlier that there are
poskim who rely on the Nodah
B’Yehudah and those who follow the
lenient definition of destruction (i.e.
destruction is only achieved if the hair is
removed entirely at skin level) and permit
the use of ordinary shavers (since there is
the separation of a screen and the hair is
not destroyed completely).

However, what is relevant to our
discussion is as follows. According to the
Chasam Sofer and those who follow the
stricter definition of destruction (i.e.
destruction is achieved once the hair
cannot be lifted even slightly by placing a
fingernail under it — 9y nynp) if the
hair is shorter than that amount prior to
shaving, it no longer meets the criterion

T3P B0 MR 0NN N ,'s B0 n"Tan 1" " n"w By 40

Page 12

of destroying or shaving since the hair is
so short that it is not classified as hair to
begin with. This may be a solution for a
person who wants to use an electric
shaver, but still wishes to adhere to the
stricter opinions. If a person were to
shave every day before his hair has a
chance to grow and reach the
aforementioned length, then even
according to the more stringent opinion,
there is no prohibition to shave with an
electric shaver, since the hair that one is
shaving is not classified as hair.

However, this would not resolve the
initial problem, because the first time that
one shaves, he would be destroying and
shaving hair that meets the prescribed
measurement. This, too, can be avoided
if one uses shaving cream the first time,
thus permissibly destroying the hair. He
may then continue to shave every day. By
shaving every day, he ensures that the
hair never reaches the prescribed length,
in which case he would have to start this
process once again (e.g. after sefirah, the
three weeks, and perhaps even after a
two-day Yom Tou.

It is important to mention that those
who are interested in adhering to the
stricter opinion and follow this method,
must be careful when shaving every day
not to miss any hair. If a hair is missed,
then when one shaves the next day, the
missed hair would reach the prescribed
amount and will be destroyed by shaving.
Additionally, one would have to shave
every single day, for otherwise it would
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defeat the entire purpose, and there
would be no adherence to the more
stringent opinion. The entire preceeding
discussion should only be taken into
account for those who have been
following the lenient view that permits
electric shavers, and wish to continue
doing so, but at the same time want to be
machmir in accordance with the stringent
opinion. Those who are accustomed to
refrain from wusing electric shavers
altogether, should not rely on this option,
since he may inadvertantly overlook a
hair or miss a day. 41

Additional Possible Prohibitions To
Remove One’s Beard

R YY 399 Xw oyum ,'s "0 A™Tan 1M " n"w by 41

217 PR PRI IOR" ANow YT YN Tnnwn OR PO 1T oY
R MNP 102 v wni 89 ot w2 v ompon bw

5% Yawm "M 0w Ar By 3 RS a0 onvab 9100 wnaw 1ot wna
279 Dpn we 2"KY L8N R AW UR0T A mvn puw wvp
wwn PR OX) 2'NR 172 U WRAw 10 MY A0 M nog anw
12WAW AR, 071D MW TN 3P 0 TR Mmn a"onn

RV WD DEPw "R 0 [™MIK 0NN NMW BYY L(MIREAT AT PR Mo
®2 2R "N ow "3 R nwew By 299% aw anow ann 1

7R WK K %D TMDNA PIIPY 2T IRW? PTIV M 00w XOVID
X 12°5R XK ,WN NIAVAR 2"AR 27nw 1w J"R 0 20 powa M
3,727 2W IRWI KN MR P IR DTwn2 MOYw Naw
0% WK R VWD XA TNDR NP 170 WD WINY 120 1IIRHY
TPOX 77 19IN2 NP7 0000 DIVIW Yown 5oy 191N DWW O"nR N
MBY 9D PINKOW DAY oW N0 P M ANon2 W' wna
O°179% NYMP 43 7R K"I3 11,0787 YA 0% Nenw ORI, wen
YN2n MY 0N NNRNR DYWA DRI AR, TR0 ora
2"%37 ,R"*5w "poa 2"xT 0°00a P (XY AT A maYYn )
NWN §H02 2"wn 9"y WD W 0" 9" PUwTIRR A AT
PWa TV §TIB0MA QNP DAY AYIA 10U AT vw ow oM

2"7IR K27 DPOWwHT DD YV 22010 2w 0K 17T 72 MY 9
YN ROW MWW NXP RW? O3 3 0701 0D D2 0w MY IRDM
'Y MORY A2 YN AWM 050N W

Page 13

NYN N'Mw 122 wa'r X7 - Doing an Act
that Results in a Resemblance to the
Appearance of a Woman

There are some poskim who prohibit
the removal of one’s entire beard in any
fashion. They maintain that since one of
the distinguishing characteristics between
a man and a woman is the beard, its
removal is a violation of the 7orah
prohibition forbidding a man to do an
action that causes him to resemble the
appearance of a woman. (As an aside,
please note that the reverse is also
prohibited).42

However, many poskim maintain
that a man who removes his facial hair
does not violate this prohibition. This is
because an act that is very common
among men and women alike is not
prohibited. Therefore, since shaving is a
very common practice amongst men, it is
not forbidden because of "2 wa'r ny.43
Additionally, Rav Moshe Feinstein
explains that this prohibition only applies
in an instance where women perform a
certain action to beautify their
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appearance (i.e. something that is only
done by women). However, where it is
natural for a woman to appear in a
certain way, requiring no action to
achieve that result, a man is not
forbidden to perform an action with the
intention of achieving that desired result.
It follows, that since it is natural for a
woman to be lacking in facial hair, a man
does not transgress this prohibition by
removing his facial hair.44

DTN X7 on'niginan — Adapting Govishe
Customs

It was mentioned above, that the
Rambam maintained that the reason why
the 7orah forbade the removal of one’s
beard is because this was the custom of
many gentile priests. The 7az explains
that in instances where there are hefeirim
with regard to chukos ho'akum,
according to the Rambam it would be
permitted. The Minchas  Chinuch
questions this rationale, for if this were
the case, it should become permitted
entirely (i.e. even with a razor) if the
practice of gentile priests would change
and they would start to grow beards.4°
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Many poskim disagree with the
Minchas Chinuch's assumption of the
Taz’s logic, and maintain that even
according to the 7az’s understanding of
the Rambam, it would still be prohibited
to remove one’s beard (i.e. in a
prohibited manner), irrespective of the
local custom. This is because once the
Torah prohibited a certain action, we do
not have the authority to determine the
reason for the prohibition and do away
with the prohibition entirely, based on the
fact that the reason no longer exists.46

It is interesting to note that the
Chasam Sofer traces the present day
custom of being clean-shaven, back to
the eleventh century when there was a
Polish king who was incapable of growing
a beard. In order to make his deficiency
less noticeable, he decreed that all his
subjects remove their beards. Once this
occurred, many gentiles followed suit.
Indeed, it was during that era that many
Jews also removed their beards to protect
themselves from the crusaders. For
generations prior to this historical turning
point, (J ws and non-Jews alike grew
beards.é

There are some poskim who
maintain that the removal of one’s beard
is also a violation of the prohibition of
PN X7 ontnipinal. However, in light of
what was just explained, the Chasam
Sofer maintains that one does not violate
this additional prohibition nowadays.
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Since shaving has become a common
practice among all people, it no longer
serves as a distinction between Yiddin
and goyim.48

X NN wivn '8 — Deviating From the
Mesorah of Yiddishkeit

Some poskim maintain that shaving
violates that which is written not to
deviate from the mesorah of Yiddishkeit.
However, together with what was
previously stated, one might suggest that
one is not considered to have deviated
from the mesorah of Yiddishkeit by
shaving, since for generations many

Yiddin have been accustomed to remove
their beards.49

YUKIN NIND

The 7orah forbids one to round the
corners of his head.

This prohibition forbids a man to
remove the hair that is found by his
temple.

The exact starting point of the nixo
wxXn is found by drawing an imaginary
diagonal line connecting the hairline
above the forehead (see diagram 'N

below), and the hairline behind the
ears.’0 Some people have a raised
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hairline above their forehead (see diagram
"1 below). Some poskim maintain that all
people should be stringent and treat the
area illustrated in diagram 1 as nIx®
WX, even if one’s actual hairline is a bit
lower.51 The diagonal line extends to the
hairline behind the ears. Many poskim
maintain that it extends to the highest
point of the hairline, which is above the
center of the ear before it begins to slope
downwards.52 Some have an added
stringency to draw the imaginary line
depicting the starting point of the nixo
WX in a curved manner (see diagram 'a
below), thus extending the wxIn nixo
upwards a bit.>3 All hair above this line is
not considered wxn nino, while the hair
below this line /s considered nNIxo
wxn. 4

{Source: ¥ 9T X"n 1WATN 1OWY 100)

Y I T PRRESA O4S
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Figure 2. This picture is intended to demonstrate the
starting point of XN nIN'9 and not until where it
extends downwards.
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When the 7orah prohibits removing
the hair on the corners of one’s head, it
uses the terminology, “Do not round.”
This is because the wxIn nixo, as
identified by the imaginary line
mentioned above, curves around the
head.5>

The wrn nik9 extends downwards,
up until the area where the jprn nino
begins. The Shulchan Aruch rules that all
hair growing above the lower jawbone
should be treated aswx n nixo. 56 There
is a discussion among the poskim as to
exactly where this point is. Some poskim
explain that if one were to open his
mouth very wide, he would feel a bone
protruding from his face, towards the
lower part of his ear. The entire area
above this point should be treated as nixo
wX .57 Some poskim are more stringent
and extend the shiur downward a bit, up
until the earlobe (the soft piece of skin
that is on the bottom of the ear). Care
should be taken not to remove the
sideburns that grow within the area
defined as wx1n Nixo.58
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Although we mentioned above that it
is forbidden to cut off one’s beard closely
to the skin in many different manners,
this does not equally apply to the removal
of the wan nix9.59 It is only permitted
to trim the wxIn nixo at a bit of a
distance from the skin. Some poskim
maintain that the length of each hair
should not be shorter than 1wxa qpY% 1
Nay7 — the amount that enables a person
to fold the hair over to its root.60 Others
are more lenient and maintain that the
shiur is a bit shorter, and that the
remaining hair must be long enough to
be gripped by one’s fingers.61 If an
electric hair remover is being used, one
should not cut the hair closer than the #2
blade permits, so that he can adhere to
even the stringent measurement
mentioned above.62

Many barbers attempt to cut the hair
growing on top of the ear either with
scissors or with a very close trimmer, and
shave that area against the ear. This
should not be done, since the is being cut
very closely to the skin, which is
forbidden for the area that is considered
WXIN NIND. 63
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For more information on this topic, please visit us online at: www.koshershaver.org

It is forbidden to pluck out the hair
from the wxn nixo, whether by means
of a tweezers or with one’s fingers. (See
footnotes for differing opinions among
the Rishonim concerning the amount of
hairs to which this halacha applies.)®4
Some poskim suggest that combing the
UNIN  NIN® may be halachically
problematic. This is because there is a
strong possibility that hairs will be plucked
out in the process.6> However, many
poskim disagree and maintain that
although plucking the hair is forbidden,
nevertheless, combing the wxn nixo is
permitted.66
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Here is the current list (As of July 2004) of Shavers which ARE permitted for
use 'out-of-the-box' according to Rabbi Avrohom Blumenkrantz Shlita:

Remington MicroFlex™ Rotary Shavers (Models: R-835, R-842, R-845, R-850,
R-856, R-860, R-870, R-872, R-875, R-890) Remington MicroFlex™ Ultra TCT
Rotary Shavers (Models: R-9100, R-9200, R-9300, R-9350) Remington Titanium
Shavers (Smart System Shaver Model: R-9500 Titanium MicroFlex Ultra
Models: R-9270 & R-9170 Titanium MicroFlex Models: R-960 & R-950) Please
make sure it is NOT the Remington Micro Screen—this is NOT good at all.
Conair Brand Shavers (but NOT the microscreen);, Windermere Brand Shavers
(they are out of business,; there may be some shavers left); Panasonic Rotary
Triple Head (but NOT the microscreen). Please ask your Rov about buying or
using other make/model shavers.



Electric Shavers

David H. Schwartz

"Shaves as close as a blade or your money back."! In an
increasingly competitive and lucrative market,? electric
shavers over the last few decades have become
technologically sophisticated to the point that their
advertisements actually make such promises.

Given that the Torah prohibits shaving with a razor
blade, however, the permissibility of using electric shavers
depends upon their halachic dissimilarity to the very razors
whose effects they are designed to duplicate. Which — and
even whether any - electric shavers are indeed sufficiently
distinct from razors is the subject of much dispute. This
article will discuss the prohibition of shaving with a razor,
"hashchatat pe’ot hazakan,” and examine the criteria that
determine whether shaving with certain electric shavers
may also constitute a violation.

1. Slogan appearing in popular advertisements for Remington
electric shavers in the early 1990s. This already dated promise is
currently mocked in a recent ad for Norelco shavers: "If it shaves
like a blade, we'll give you your money back.”

2. The men's electric shaver market has an estimated $400 million
in annual sales, up from $335 million in 1992. Chain Drug Review,
Jan. 20, 1997, p. 43; Home Furnishing Network newsletter, Mar. 20,
1995, p. 52.

Smicha Student, Rabbi Isaac Elchanon
Theological Seminary

ELECTRIC SHAVERS

I. Biblical Prohibition

The Torah actually contains two prohibitions that
directly relate to the removal of men’s’ facial hair: hakafat
pe’ot harosh, and hashchatat pe'ot hazakan (the subject
of this article). The first, "Do not round (Lo takifu) the
corner of your head,"* forbids the removal’ of hair from
one's sideburns and temple area (the pe’ot harosh %. The
Shulchan Aruch rules that this prohibition applies
regardless of whether a razor or other mechanism (e.g., an
electric shaver) is used;’ the parameters of this
commandment are therefore beyond the scope of this
article.®

3. Women are not included in the prohibitions relating to shaving
and may remove facial hair in any manner. Shulchan Aruch Y.D.
181:12 (based on Kiddushin 35b). Nevertheless, the prohibitions
may still enjoin women from shaving men's facial hair (in a manner
that would be prohibited were the man shaving himself). See ibid.,
181:6. Regardless, when one person shaves another, both violate
the prohibitions; therefore, a man certainly could not circumvent
the prohibitions by arranging to be shaved by a woman, or, for that
matter, by a non-Jew. See ibid., 181:4.

4. Vayikra 19:27.

5. Removal of this hair is referred to as "rounding” because its
usual effect is that the remaining hair surrounding the head forms
a circle. See Rashi, ibid. While the prohibited action is described
in the context of one who is "rounding” his remaining hair, the actual
prohibition applies equally to one who shaves off his pe’ot harosh
along with all the rest of his hair. Shulchan AruchY.D. 181:2.

6. These are popularly referred to as "payos." Among other
reasons, the widespread practice among Hasidim of growing long
sidelocks stems from what they consider an enhanced observance of
this mitzva.

7. See ibid. at 181:3.
8. For a comprehensive treatment of hakafat pe’ot harosh
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The second prohibition, hashchatat pe’ot hazakan
(destroying the corners of the beard), is our focus herein.
This prohibition is formulated twice in the Torah. In the
same verse as the above prohibition of hakafat pe’ot harosh,
the Torah adds, ". . . and do not destroy (lo tashchit) the
corner of your beard.”’ Later, in the context of various
laws which mvv_% uniquely to kohanim, this prohibition is
reformulated: "They should not mrm<m (lo yegaleichu) the
corner of their beards."® The Sifra™ informs us that these
are simply two formulations of the same prohibition; the
Hmmmznon and change of wording (from "destroy" to
"shave") serve not to add a new @Ho_ﬂgsos for kohanim®
but to clarify the type of action that is prohibited to all
Jewish men. The parameters of this action, as well as the
definitions of the terms "hashchata" (destroying),
"giluach" (shaving), and "corners of the beard” will be
discussed below. Specifics temporarily aside, shaving one's
entire beard area with a regular razor blade certainly
constitutes a prototypical biblical violation.

(including a discussion of their exact location), see Rabbi Ya'akov
Haber, Beit Yitzchak 5752 (1992), p. 168.

9. Vayikra 19:27.
10. Ibid., 21:5.
11. Ibid.

12. Neither Smag, Rambam, nor Sefer ha’Chinuch count the verse
referring to kohanim as an independent prohibition. Behag, however,
does. See also Meshech Chochma and B'chor Shor to Vayikra 21:5
(explaining that the prohibition is repeated in the context of laws
relating to kohanim in order t¢ teach that a kohen who violated it
is not fit to participate in the avoda); Bechorot 45b; Shulchan Aruch
O.H. 128:40 (regarding possible ramifications for birkat kohanim and
receiving the first aliyah); Haketav Ve'Hakabala to Vayikra 21:5. There
is nevertheless a heightened requirement for kohanim to refrain
from hashchatat pe’ot hazakan, manifested in the positive

*_a

ELECTRIC SHAVERS

I1. Ta’'am Hamitzva: The Rationale for the Mitzva

The Torah supplies no reason for the prohibition of
hashchatat pe’ot hazakan, and, as an unqualified biblical
mandate, it certainly applies in every generation and every
social context. Nevertheless, many commentators have
suggested possible reasons for the prohibition.

Although no reason is overtly stated in the Torah, the
verses themselves may provide some indication. The first
formulation of the prohibition ("lo tashchit...") is both
preceded and followed by several oﬁrma prohibitions that
proscribe certain practices of idolators.”® Therefore, context
suggests that one reason hashchatat pe’ot hazakan _m
prohibited is because it was a common idolatrous practice.*
Indeed, this is the reason offered by Rambam® and Sefer
mng:zznw\s who note that such was the prevalent custom

commandment, "K'doshim yih'yu le'lokaychem” (Vayikra 21:6). See
Rashi, s.v. "Yachol,” Nazir 58a.

13. These include "You shall not eat anything with the blood";
"You shall not use enchantment” (lo tenachashu); "You shall not
observe times" (lo te’onenu); "You shall not make any cuttings in
your flesh for the dead”; and "You shall not print any marks upon
you."

14. See Beit Yoseph,Y.D. 181:1. Note also the opening to the parsha
(in the sense of parshiot p’tuchot and stumot) in which these verses
appear: "And when you come to the land [of Israel], " Upon
entering Israel and coming into contact with its idolatrous
inhabitants, B'nei Yisrael are forewarned from following these
people’s idolatrous practices.

15. Sefer HaMitzvot, Negative Commandment 44; Mishneh Torah,
Laws of Idolatry 12:7; Moreh Nevuchim 3:37. While Rambam often
provides reasons for mitzvot in other contexts, it is unusual for him
to do so in his code of halacha, the Mishneh Torah. Regarding
Rambam'’s departure from this practice when discussing hashchatat
pe’ot hazakan,see Tur,Y.D. 181:1; Beit Yoseph, ibid.; Darchei Moshe,
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among pagan priests.” In a similar vein, Ibn Ezra explains
that the objective is to distinguish and separate us from
the Gentiles.”

Another explanation given is that the beard is one of
the features that distinguish men from women, and those
who were created as men should not reject such a feature.”
Rabbeinu Bachya thus compares hashchatat pe’ot hazakan
to violating the prohibition of kilayim: both acts constitute
a negation of the intentional manner in which Hashem
created the natural world in all of its species and genders.?

Rabbeinu Bachya also suggests a mwgwozn reason for
the prohibition. The five pe’ot hazakan“ represent the five
senses, and just as we could not survive were we to totally
deny to our senses that which is permitted them, so too
we are commanded not to obliterate our pe’ot.Z.

Finally, several sources suggest that the prohibition
stems from the fact that there is some intrinsic, positive

ibid.; Taz, ibid.; Haber, supra note 8, at 169.
16. Positive commandment 252.

17. This would also explain the placement of the second
formulation of the prohibition amongst the various mitzvot
pertaining to the kohanim.

In the Sefer HaMizvot, Rambam also compares this practice to
that of the Catholic priests of his day. Indeed, it is not coincidental
that the Hebrew nickname for Christian priest, " galach,” comes from
the same root as the word for shaving, "giluach."

18. Vayikra 19:27. Ibn Ezra brings an additional opinion that the
prohibition is thematically linked to the verse that follows; making
“cuttings in the flesh” and shdving were both idolatrous modes of
mourning for the dead. Compare Iyov 1:20.

19. See Rabbeinu Bachya and Abarbanel to Vayikra 19:27.
20. Ibid.
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value to having a beard. In an aggadic passage, the Gemara
states that "the beard is the glory of the face,"® and Sforno
quotes this phrase as the basis for the prohibition.*
Similarly, Ibn Ezra maintains that the beard was "created
for [man's] splendor” and therefore should not be removed.?

What is perhaps most striking about all these reasons
for the prohibition is that they do not address the method
whereby the pe’ot hazakan are removed and seem to apply
equally to any method of removing them. Yet, as discussed
below, we know that the prohibition does not ban all
methods of shaving. Although it may seem surprising that
the reason for the prohibition seems to advocate a broader
scope for the prohibition than the actual halacha does, we
must bear in mind - just as when we are faced with the
opposite situation, where the reason for a prohibition does
not seem relevant to all cases in which the halacha applies
it — that ultimately the manner of our compliance with the
halacha is not dictated by our understanding of its
objectives. Nevertheless, the fact that the prohibition of
hashchatat pe’ot hazakan applies only to certain methods
of shaving may support the view of the Prisha:® that it is
actually a chok — a commandment which, at least to our
understanding, does not have a reason.

It should be noted that apart from the prohibition of
hashchatat pe’ot hazakan (and even where it does not

21. See infra Section III.
22. Ibid. See also the fascinating kabbalistic reason brought there.
23. Shabbat 152a.

24. Sforno, Vayikra 19:27. He proceeds to group the beard and the
pe’ot harosh with the brit milah as sacred "signs" on one's flesh.

25. Ibn Ezra, ibid. Note also B’chor Shor's surprising formulation:
"It would be unbefitting of the subjects of the King to look so



apply), there may well be other reasons why growing a
beard would be religiously desirable. Besides the aggadic
passage quoted above, there are several kabbalistic sources
that attribute great importance to beards. It is widely
reported that the Ari z”al was so careful never to remove
any hairs from his beard that he would never even touch
it.” However, the mystical issues that may be involved are
both beyond the comprehension of this author and beyond
the scope of this article, whose focus is the specific
halachot regarding hashchatat pe’ot hazakan®

II1. Pe’ot Hazakan

The Torah prohibition of hashchatat pe’ot hazakan
does not apply to all facial hair but only to those sections
of hair referred to as the "pe‘ot hazakan," the "corners" or
"edges"” of the beard. Yet whereas the meaning of the word
“pe’ot" in the context of the prohibition of hakafat pe’ot
harosh is manifest - sideburns are conspicuous
protrusions which are understandably described as the
‘edges” of a head of hair - the same word is much more
vague in the context of hashchatat pe’ot hazakan. What
are the "edges" of a beard?

repulsive.”
26. Y.D. 181:1.

27. See Be'er Heitev, Y.D. 181:5; Beit Lechem Yehuda to 181:3; Birkei
Yoseph to 181:10. But see Be’er Eshek 70, cited in Gilyon Maharsha to
181:10 (suggesting that beards may be kabbalistically desirable only
in Israel but not in chutz la’aretz and reporting that several students
of the Ari zal would shave' their beards (with scissors)); Iggerot
Moshe, O.C. 4:111 (noting that the Ari zal’s practice was
unprecedented in the rishonim).

28. See Chatam Sofer, O.C. 159 (refusing to ascribe halachic
significance to the kabbalistic sources favoring beards and naming
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The Mishnah recounts an oral tradition that there are
five pe’ot hazakan, two on each side of the mmn.m and one in
the middle "below."® These represent five discrete units,
even warranting five different sets of lashes for one who
shaves all of them.® As to their location, the Gemara
provides two clues. We are told that ﬁrm edges of the beard
in some way resemble an ear of grain mzm that they are
located between the "sections” of the beard.”™ These cryptic
phrases have led to several opinions among commentators
as to the exact location of the five pe’ot.

There are at least five different opinions regarding ﬁ:.w
location of the two pe’ot on each side of the face. Rashi
describes two corners on the upper, broad part of each
cheek, near the temples.* Rivan™ places one on the .mrmnv
part of the jawbone under each ear and one on each side of

several prominent kabbalists who went beardless).
29. See Rashi, Shavuot 2b (in the context of pe‘ot harosh).

30. Makkot 20a.

31. Mishnah, ibid.

1 " Ibi ies dispute

32. "Shibbolet zekano." Ibid, 20b. ..H.r\m commentaries disp
whether this analogy refers to all five pe’ot (Rashi n.:mm by Ritva,
Makkot 20b) or only to the fifth, central pe’ah (Rabbeinu Chananel,
ibid.; Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Laws of Idol Worship12:7). See
also Mishnah Nega'im 4:9. The image is generally understood to
represent a protruding area. See, e.g., Ritva, ibid.

33. "Bein pirkei d'dikna.” Ibid, 21a.

34. Vayikra 19:27; Shavuot 3a. Rosh on Makkot 2la also quotes
such an opinion. Ritva, ibid., sides with this view, and explains
that these two "edges" are simply the two ends of the upper jawbone,
the first where the upper jawbone connects with the lower jawbone,
and the second where the upper jawbone connects with the temples.
As noted by Prisha, Yoreh De’ah 181:11, Rashi's view seems to allow
much overlap between the pe’ot hazakan and the pe’ot harosh.
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the chin. Me'iri ® seems to place one on the sharp part of
the jawbone under each ear and one adjacent to each ear.
Rabbeinu Chananel” locates one on each side of the face
where the jaw connects with the temples and one on each
side of the mustache.® Finally, Rambam seems to include
the entire span of the beard from the ear to the chin as
comprising these pe’ot.®

While there is almost complete consensus that the fifth,
central pe’ah is on the center of the chin, Rosh injects
some uncertainty even here. Citing a Mishnah which
delineates the halachic boundaries of the beard in a
different context,? Rosh suggests that the area of the neck
corresponding to the cartilage on top of the trachea (the

35. R Yehuda b. R. Natan (Rashi’s son-in-law), Makkot 21a.
36. Makkot 13a.
37. Cited in Rosh, Makkot 21a.

38. This is also the opinion of Rashbam in his commentary on Rif,
ibid.

39. See Commentary to the Mishnah, ibid., 20a; Sefer HaMitzvot,
Negative Precept 44; Mishneh Torah, Laws of Idol Worship 12:7;
see also Ritva, Makkot 21a. Rambam thus excludes from the
prohibition only the mustache and the tuft of hair between the lower
lip and the chin (and then cites a custom to refrain from shaving
even these). Mishneh Torah, ibid. This is also the opinion of the
Sefer HaChinuch, Mitzva 252.

40. "What is [meant by] beard? From the [upper] joint of the jawbone
[at the ears] to the protruding ball of the trachea.” Nega'im 10:9.
To constitute a leprous scall (netek), a discoloration of the minimum
halachic size ~ a gris — must appear entirely on either the head
area or the beard area (or on other delineated parts of the body); a
half-gris on the beard area may not combine with an adjacent half-
gris on the head area. While Rosh implies that this Mishnah's
definition of the beard area for the laws of leprosy may be applicable
to the laws of hashchatat pe’ot hazakan as well, note that at least
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"Adam's apple") may be the fifth pe’ah. Due to this
possibility, as well as to our uncertainty regarding the
location of the other four pe’ot (as manifested in the
multitude of opinions cited above), Rosh recommends that
one should refrain from shaving with a razor on any part
of the beard.® This recommendation has been codified in
the Shulchan Aruch.® Thus, prohibited methods of shaving
are effectively forbidden on all facial hair.

IV. Methods and Implements

A."Giluach" and "Hashchata" Defined

The accepted ruling in the Mishnah is that one is not
liable for hashchatat pe’ot hazakan unless he shaves with
arazor.® However, the Torah makes no reference to razors
nor to any other shaving implements. What is the basis
for this major limitation?

In the two verses which describe the prohibited action,
two different words are used: hashchata (destroying) mbmw
giluach (shaving). The Sifra* quoted by the Gemara,

the Tosefta is clear in its distinction between the two spheres. See
Nega'im 4:9.

41. Commentary to Makkot 21a, also cited in Tur, Yoreh De’ah 181.
See also Ritva, ibid.; Rambam, Laws of Idol Worship 12:7, as
explained by Beit Yoseph, Yoreh De’ah 181. Me'iri, Makkot 21a, quotes
an opinion offering a different reason for the same recommendation,
based on the prohibition of beged isha.

42. 181:11. This includes the throat area, Ramo, ibid., and the
mustache, Taz, ibid. While there is no opinion that considers the
center of the mustache to be part of the pe’ot hazakan - even Rabbeinu
Chananel referred only to the edges of the mustache - our practice
is to refrain from shaving even there, lest one inadvertently shave
the edges of the mustache as well. Beit Yoseph, ibid.
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understands these as complementary terms, the
combination of which provide the basis to derive that only
a razor is prohibited:

"They should not shave (lo yegaleichu) the corner
of their beards." You might think that even if he
shaved with a scissors, he would be liable; therefore,
[the other verse] teaches, "Do not destroy (lo
tashchit)." And if the Torah had stated only "Do
not destroy (lo tashchit),” you might think that even
if he removed it with a malket or a rehit'ni [certain
other types of implements] he would be liable;
therefore, [the original verse] teaches, "They should
not shave (lo yegaleichu)."” How can this be? [The
verses together refer to] shaving that constitutes
destruction (giluach sheyesh bo hashchata); say,
then, that this means [with] a razor.

This short but critical passage provides us with much
of the information that is at the heart of the shaving
controversy. First, the passage limits the prohibition to
shaving with a razor, which achieves both "giluach" and
"hashchata." Second, by implying that shaving with
scissors would constitute giluach but not hashchata, and
that shaving with a "malket" or "rehit'ni" would constitute
hashchata but not giluach, the passage indirectly provides
us with definitions for the terms "giluach" and "hashchata."
Let us first present these definitions.

1. Giluach and Depilatory Powder

The Sifra informs us that unlike a razor or scissors, a
malket and a rehit’ni do not render a giluach and are
therefore permitted. "Malket" and "rehit’ni" are variously

43. Makkot 20a.

ELECTRIC SHAVERS

defined by the commentaries as either types of tweezers®
or types of planes haphazardly utilized as shaving
implements.? It is agreed, however, that their relevant
characteristic in this context is that they are not usually
used for shaving. Thus, "giluach" is apparently defined as
a standard, usual method of shaving;® the term therefore
serves to exclude the malket and rehit'ni from the
prohibition because they fail to satisfy this requirement.

Until the advent of electric shavers,” the only
permissible method of obtaining a clean shave also relied
on this requirement of giluach. As recently as forty years
ago, men would commonly buy depilatory powder - cans
were even sold in Jewish book stores on the Lower East
Side — which they would mix with water and spread on
their faces in order to burn off their facial hair, taking
care to scrape off the foul-smelling mixture before it
proceeded to burn off the skin as well. This method of
avoiding the prohibition goes back at least to the
fourteenth century, when Ritva® adduced a similar type

44. Vayikra 19:27.
45. Makkot 21a; Kiddushin 35b; Nazir 40b, 58b.

46. Rambam, Commentary to the Mishnah, Makkot 20a; Nemukei
Yosef, ibid.; Me'iri, Kiddushin 35b.

47. Rashi, Kiddushin 35b (tools used to smooth and fashion parts
of swords and shields); Rashi, Shabbat 97a.

48. See Rivan, Makkot 21a; Rashi, Kiddushin 35b; Tosafot, Nazir
40b, s.v. "iy." Those commentators who define "malket" and "rehit 'ni"
as tweezers do not happen to articulate their exact definition for
"giluach." It is conceivable that for them, "giluach" means not just
any standard method of shaving but specifically the method that
is employed by razors and scissors: removing the hair by cutting.
This may be the implication of Me'iri, Kiddushin 35b.

49. The first electric shavers, invented in 1928 by Jacob Schick, a
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of ointment as an example of a shave which is permitted
because, as an unusual method of shaving, it does not
constitute giluach.”

Unlike both depilatory powder and the malket fehit'ni,
however, an electric shaver is certainly not an atypical
shaving implement. On the contrary, it is designed and
used solely for shaving. Thus, the requirement of giluach
provides no basis upon which to permit electric shavers.

2.Hashchata

From the Sifra's implication that cutting off one's beard
with scissors would generally not constitute hashchata,
the commentaries infer the definition of hashchata: a
method of removing hair which, unlike cutting with
scissors but like shaving with a razor, removes the hair at
or near its root.® Thus, even assuming that scissors are a
common, typical shaving implement (thereby satisfying
the giluach requirement), their failure to remove the
whisker near its root (hashchata) excludes them from the
prohibition.

If electric shavers were classified as not achieving
hashchata, they would similarly be excluded from the

retired U.S. army colonel, were sold in 1931. "A Brief History of
Shaving," Los Angeles Times (June 20, 1992), D1.

50. Makkot 20a, s.v. "veha."

51. See also Rav Ovadia Yosef, Or Torah (Tevet 5749); Gilyon
Maharsha to Y.D. 181; Noda B'Yehuda, Y.D. 2,81 (cited in Pitchei
T’shuva, Y.D. 181:5) (responsum authored by Rav Shmuel, the son of
the Noda B'Yehuda, permitting the use of a depilatory ointment,
provided that one does not use a sharp instrument to scrape the
ointment off the face); Birkei Yosefto Y.D. 181 (citing and disagreeing
with an opinion prohibiting the use of such an ointment).

52. See Rivan, Makkot 21a; Tosafot, Nazir 40b s.v. "detanya"; Rosh,
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prohibition. Indeed, when electric shavers were first
introduced, some halachic authorities permitted them based
on their failure to give a smooth shave - i.e., to achieve
hashchata.® However, now that shavers have become much
more sophisticated and are able to provide a close, smooth
shave, it is harder to permit them on this basis.* While
electric shavers still may not provide quite as close a shave
as razors do® ~ shavers generally cut above the skin line,
whereas razors may take off a layer of dead skin along
with the facial hair — the difference is so small that many
authorities do not consider it sufficient to take electric
shavers out of the category of hashchata® The shavers
certainly do provide a clean shave by cutting the hair near
its root, and as that is the widely accepted definition of
hashchata, it may be "splitting hairs” to permit them due

ibid.; Rabbeinu Bachya to-Vayikra 19:2; Panim Yafot to Vayikra 19:27.
See also Nemukei Yosef, Makkot 20a (defining hashchata as removing
the hair "so that no discernible whisker remains").

53. See Rabbi Moshe Heinemann, "Electric Shavers," Kashrus
Kurrents (Va'ad Hakashrut of Baltimore).

54. Ibid.
55. But see supra note 1 and accompanying text.

56. Rabbi Avrohom Blumenkrantz, however, is of the opinion that
because the outside screen on most electric shavers blocks the skin
from reaching the inside blade, this interruption between the blade
and the skin (as thin as the screen may be) prevents any cutting at
the roots —i.e., hashchata. (This may not apply, however, to Norelco's
"Lift and Cut" models, which purportedly compensate for the
thickness of the screen by lifting the hair before cutting it.) Rabbi
Blumenkrantz nevertheless prohibits several electric shavers, based
on the ruling of the Terumat HaDeshen cited by Ramo, infra Section
IV.C. Oral communication (August, 1997); Rabbi Mendel Kolodny,
"Halacho: The Use of Shavers,” Kollel Anshei Chemed newsletter
(summary of shiur delivered by Rabbi Blumenkrantz). Rabbi
Blumenkrantz bases his opinion on that of Rabbi Moshe Feinstein,
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to the slight superiority of a razor-blade shave.”

B. Razors and Giluach Sheyesh Bo Hash'chata

1.The Sifra Re-Examined

Thus far, we have established that electric shavers
certainly satisfy the giluach requirement of the prohibition
and quite possibly satisfy the hashchata requirement as
well. It would appear, then, that electric shavers should be

thereby presenting a different version of Reb Moshe’s view from
that cited in Section IV.B.4 below.

57. Rabbi Shabtai Rappaport departs slightly from the
aforementioned definition of hashchata and consequently permits
electric shavers that fail to achieve hashchata under his definition.
According to Rabbi Rappaport, a cutting system performs hashchata
only if it both cuts the hair near the root — which electric shavers
may do - and removes many hairs simultaneously — which only a
razor does. "The Use of Electric Shavers," 13 Techumin 200 (1993).
This is based on Rav Ya’akov Tzvi Mecklenburg's commentary to
the Torah, which defines "hashchata" as the feature, particular to
shaving with a razor, whereby one motion across the face can remove
a large part of the beard (unlike cutting with scissors, which are
limited to the area between the two blades). HaK’tav VeHakabala
to Vayikra 19:27, cited in Melamed L’'Ho’il Y.D. 64. Because many
electric shavers cut with a scissors motion, Rabbi Rappaport argues,
they never cut more than a few hairs at any given moment, and
therefore do not achieve hashchata.

While this definition may provide a basis for permitting electric
shavers, the simple reading of the rishonim seems to be that
hashchata is achieved as long as the hair is removed at or near its
root. See supra note 52. Furthermore, under this definition it is not
clear why the Sifra deems removing hair with tweezers (i.e., malket
and rehit’ni, according to most rishonim; see supra Section IV.A.1) to
constitute hashchata. Finally, Aharon Frazer notes that the
application of the K'tav VeHakabala's principle to electric shavers
is questionable, since shavers, however designed, may be comparable
to razors and not scissors in the speed, ease, and, efficiency with

—
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prohibited, having fully met the Sifra's criteria.
Nevertheless, the Sifra may still be interpreted in a way
that permits many electric shavers.

Using the exegetical analysis described above, the Sifra
derived that although the admonitions in the Torah make
no mention of a razor, they serve jointly to limit the scope
of the prohibition to shaving with a razor as opposed to
with scissors or with a malket fehit'ni. That is, of the
various implements described in the Sifra, only a razor -
which performs both giluachand hashchata(in the words
of the Gemara, "giluach sheyesh bo hashchata"™) - is
prohibited.” However, this conclusion leaves room for two
subtly but vitally different interpretations. On one Tm«a\
the Sifra may be solely presenting the normative
definitions of the terms giluach and hashchata; the
subsequent conclusion that only a razor is proscribed is
simply a natural result of the fact that razors satisfy these
criteria. On the other hand, the entire passage quoted may
constitute one extended exegesis whose result is the
derivation of the razor as the unmentioned referent of the
verses. Are we to understand that the verses prohibit
shaving with a razor simply because a razor satisfies the

which they remove hair. See Frazer's "Pe’at Hazakan," available
at www2.cybernex.net/ ~afraz/beitaharon/imshefer.html.

58. "A shaving that constitutes destruction.”

59. Although this is the simple understanding of the passage,
Sefer HaChinuch,252,and Mirkevet HaMishneh, Laws of Idol Worship
12:7, claim that Rambam, Mishneh Torah, ibid., understood the
passage as limiting only the administration of the punishment of
lashes to violators who shaved with a razor; shaving with scissors
or malket/rehit'ni would nevertheless constitute a violation, albeit
an unpunished one. However, Minchat Chinuch, 252 s.v. "vekatav,"
argues convincingly that this is a misreading of Rambam, and Rav
Yosef Karo in his commentary on the Mishneh Torah, Kesef Mishneh
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derived requirement of giluach sheyesh bo hashchata — but
if another implement were to satisfy this requirement it
would fall equally within the purview of the prohibition®
— or are we to understand that the Sifra is conveying to us
that the traditional interpretation of the verses is that
they refer specifically (and exclusively) to shaving with a

(ibid.); in Beit Yoseph 181; and in Shulchan Aruch, 181:10,
authoritatively rules against this interpretation.

60. Support for this understanding may perhaps be gleaned from
an analysis of the (rejected) opinion of Rebbi Eliezer in the Mishnah.
Rebbi Eliezer agrees that scissors are excluded from the prohibition,
but disputes the exclusion of the malket and rehit'ni. The Gemara
explains that although Rebbi Eliezer subscribes to the Sifra's
requirement of giluach sheyesh bo hashchata, he believes that using
a malket or rehit'ni satisfies this requirement, as it does constitute
giluach, i.e., malket and rehit'ni are sufficiently normal, typical
shaving implements to be included in the prohibition. Rivan, Makkot
2la. While this view is rejected — the accepted opinion in the
Mishnah rules that using these implements is not giluach, as
presented above - it is noteworthy in that it clearly does not
understand the requirements of giluach and hashchata as merely
exegetical clues which reveal that the prohibition applies only to
razors but rather as practical criteria for determining whether any”
given implement is prohibited. Rebbi Eliezer certainly believes
that any implement that effects giluach sheyesh bo hashchata is
included in the prohibition. Although it is possible that the accepted
opinion in the Mishnah rejects this premise of Rebbi Eliezer as well,
there is no indication that the dispute with Rebbi Eliezer hinges on
anything besides whether malket and rehit 'ni perform giluach.

Similarly, the fact that Ritva permits the use of depilatory
ointment only because it does not constitute giluach (see supra note
50) suggests that Ritva is of the opinion that any implement that
does satisfy the criterion of giluach sheyesh bo hashchata is included
in the prohibition. Note, however, that this comment of Ritva
appears in the context of his discussion of Rebbi Eliezer's view; it is
thus conceivable that Ritva would agree that according to the
accepted opinion in the Mishnah, use of such ointment would be
permitted even if it did constitute giluach. However, Ritva never
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razor?®

This question is critical in assessing the halachic status
of electric shavers. It is clear that before the advent of
electric shavers, scissors would not generally achieve
hashchata, since cutting a hair manually with a pair of
scissors inevitably leaves a whisker at least as long as the
thickness of the scissors' edge. However, even if today's
electric shavers cut with a scissors motion, they arguably
do achieve hashchata, as discussed above.® Therefore, if
scissors were excluded by the Sifra simply insofar as they
fail to meet the requirement of hashchata, then electric
shavers which arguably do satisfy this requirement S.o:_.a
be prohibited no less than razors. But if the Sifra's
conclusion is that scissors are absolutely excluded from
the prohibition because the exegesis of the verses derives
that only a razor is prohibited, ® then those electric shavers
that cut with a scissors motion may fall outside the
prohibition, even if they do achieve hashchata® Thus,

mentions such a possibility.

61. Note the Aramaic translation for "lo tash’chit" in HE‘WNS
Yonatan ben Uziel: "lo taglevun," which Yonatan notes mmmnoécmmnw:
of the word "galav" — Aramaic for "razor"! See also Ba'al I.E:JB
to Vayikra 21:5, who notes that the gematria of m.ﬂm words "upe ﬁ
zekanam" ("and the corners of their _ummnmm..v.E that verse is
equivalent to that of the phrase "zu beta’ar" ("This [refers to] with
a razor."). (This gematria is actually off by one.)

62. See supra Section IV.A.2.

63. See Ba'al Haturim on "ve'lo tashchit,” who notes Emn the
gematria of those words matches that of the phrase "zehu ta’ar velo
misparayim" ("this is a razor and not scissors"). This one works out
exactly.

64. According to this understanding of the Sifra, a shaving
implement may theoretically achieve the same exact effect as a
razor and would nevertheless be permitted. While this result may
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the halachic status of electric shavers may depend on which
of these two interpretations of the Sifra is accepted by
the halacha.

2. Misparayim Ke'eyn Ta’ar

If the halacha adopts the interpretation that the Sifra
excludes scissors absolutely from the prohibition, then
even scissors that could somehow match the effects of a
razor would theoretically be permitted. This question may
have been addressed directly by the Shulchan Aruch.

Quoting the Mishnah based on the Sifra, the Tur rules
that one violates the prohibition only by shaving with a
razor.® Rav Yosef Karo in his gloss ® to Tur notes that this
implies that there is no prohibition against shaving with
"misparayim ke’eyn ta’ar" ("scissors similar to a razor"),
and he adopts this ruling in the Shulchan Aruch.” Thus,
not only are the scissors referred to in the Mishnah -
which certainly fail to achieve hashchata— permitted, but
"scissors similar to a razor" are permitted as well. However,
the exact meaning of misparayim ke’eyn ta’ar is unclear. If
the term is taken literally to refer even to cutting with

scissors in a way that attains virtually the same effect as a -

razor, then we can infer that the Shulchan Aruch has adopted
the interpretation that the Sifra absolutely excludes
scissors from the prohibition, and only a razor is prohibited.

seem counterintuitive, recall that even according to the alternative
understanding of the Sifra — that any implement which accomplishes
both giluach and hashchata is prohibited — the permissibility of a
shaving implement does not depend solely on the result it effects
but also on the manner in which it shaves, since the requirement of
giluach addresses method, not effect. Thus, there is no interpretation
of the Sifra that assesses shaving implements solely on the basis of
their effects.
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As a result, any electric shaver that cuts with a scissors
motion would be permitted regardless of how close it
shaved. Alternatively, perhaps misparayim ke'eyn ta'ar
means simply cutting with scissors near the skin in order
to obtain as close a shave as scissors are capable of providing
- but one which certainly falls short of shaving with a
razor and which is ultimately permitted only because it
still falls short of hashchata. So defined, "misparayim
ke'eyn ta’ar” would not include electric shavers if the
shavers do achieve hashchata; the Shulchan Aruch, then,
would not be discernibly endorsing either interpretation
of the Sifra and would provide no basis upon which to
permit such electric shavers.

Thus, whether or not the Shulchan Aruch permits
electric shavers even if they achieve hashchata (but
provided that they cut with a scissors motion) depends
on what the Shulchan Aruch means by the term "misparayim
ke’eyn ta’ar" — specifically, whether or not misparayim
ke’eyn ta’ar achieve hashchata. Fortunately, this term was
not invented by the Shulchan Aruch. In other contexts,
the term "misparayim ke'eyn ta’ar” appears several times
in the Gemara. Almost always, it is explained by the
commentaries as referring to a cutting that essentially
matches the effect of a razor and, as such, apparently does
achieve hashchata.® Moreover, several early halachic

65. Y.D. 181.

66. Beit Yoseph, ibid.

67. Ibid, 181:10. Ritva on Makkot 21a also rules that misparayim
ke'eyn ta'ar are permitted.

68. See Tosafot, Nazir 40a, s.v. "u’'veta’ar,” and 39a, s.v. "nazir"
(explaining that "ke’eyn ta‘ar" implies removal of the hair from its
root and thus hashchata); Tosafot Rosh, ibid. ("ke’eyn ta’ar" means
removing the entire hair); Rashi, Nazir 40a, s.v. "e'la" (defining
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authorities equate the effects of misparayim ke’eyn ta’ar
and actual razors.® Therefore, assuming that the Shulchan
Aruch uses the term in the same way as it is generally
understood in other contexts and by other halachic
authorities, the authoritative interpretation of the S ifra—
that is, the interpretation endorsed by the Shulchan Aruch
— appears to be that scissors are absolutely excluded from
the prohibition of hashchatat pe’ot hazakan® A shaver

the "scissors that are ke’eyn ta’ar" prohibited to be used on a nazir's
head as an implement which "removes the hair near its root");
Rambam, Laws of Nezirut 5:11 (scissors "ke’eyn ta’ar" cut the hair
from its root) (but see Lechem Mishneh, ibid.). See also Keren Orah
to Nazir 41a, who wonders how the Sifra an hashchatat pe’ot hazakan
could have excluded all scissors from that prohibition for failing to
satisfy the requirement of hashchata, if indeed misparayim ke’eyn
ta‘ar are scissors which were known to achieve hashchata. This
question appears compelling only according to one of our two
aforementioned interpretations of the Sifra; given the fact that
scissors generally do fail to achieve hashchata, the Sifra presents no
difficulty if read as one long exegesis deriving that razors are the
unmentioned referents of the scriptural admonitions.

The term "misparayim ke‘eyn ta‘ar" also appears in the context of
the prohibition of beged isha (cross- dressing), where the Gemara
rules that, in certain contexts, this prohibition forbids men from
copying the feminine practice of shaving certain body hair with a
razor, yet does not prohibit the same act with misparayim ke’eyn
ta’ar. Nazir 58b. Rashi there defines "ke’eyn ta’ar" as "shearing
with scissors close to the skin as with a razor.”

69. See Prisha, Y.D. 181:1, who describes using misparayim ke’eyn
ta’ar as "shaving the entire hair off until [the skin] is smooth as if
shaved with a razor"; Chochmat Adam, Y.D. 181, who similarly
describes "shaving close to the skin so that nothing remains from
the hair near the skin"; Shach, Y.D. 181:2, who quotes the definition
above from Rashi in Nazir 58b, supra note 68. These comments actually
refer to the rulings of the Tur and Shulchan Aruch regarding the
prohibition of hakafat pe’ot harosh, not hashchatat pe’ot hazakan.
Whereas misparayim ke'eyn ta’ar are permitted on the pe’ot hazakan,
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that cuts with a scissors motion would accordingly be
permitted whatever its effect. Nevertheless, this issue
remains the subject of much controversy, further discussed
below.

3. The Chatam Sofer's Rejection of the Two-Step Shave

An interesting, but universally rejected, method of
obtaining a clean shave and yet avoiding the prohibition
of hashchatat pe’ot hazakan is suggested by the Besamim
Rosh,” based on a Mishnah in Masechet Nidda® The
Mishnah presents a rule that in any context where the
-halacha depends on the existence of two hairs (for example,
two black hairs disqualify a para aduma), there is a minimum
length required in order for the hairs to be halachically
recognized. The Mishnah proceeds to list a variety of
opinions as to this minimum length, the last of which is
“"that which can be cut with a pair of scissors” (Rabbi Akiva's
opinion). After assuming both that the halacha follows
Rabbi Akiva's opinion and that the rule of this Mishnah
is applicable to the context of hashchatat pe’ot hazakan,
the Besamim Rosh suggests that one can circumvent the
prohibition by following a two-step process: first cutting
the beard with scissors as closely as possible and then
proceeding to shave the remaining whiskers — whose
existence should not be halachically recognized — with a
razor.

This suggestion is discussed at length by both Noda

as discussed here, they are prohibited on the pe’ot harosh. Shulchan
Aruch, Y.D. 181:3. Presumably, however, these definitions of the
term apply equally to its usage in the (adjoining) context of hashchatat
pe’ot hazakan.

70. This also appears to be the opinion of Bach, Y.D. 181:9, who

implies that misparayim ke’eyn ta’ar achieve hashchata. See also
Charh 1817
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B'Yehuda® and Chatam Sofer,” who thoroughly reject it
on a number of grounds challenging the aforementioned
assumptions upon which it is predicated. One of Chatam
Sofer's arguments in this regard is particularly noteworthy
and relevant to our discussion. If the whisker remaining
after the "scissors stage" were halachically insignificant,
Chatam Sofer reasons, then the scissors stage must have
already achieved hashchata; and if scissors achieved
hashchata, they would satisfy the requirement of giluach
sheyesh bo hashchata and would thus be included in the
prohibition. From the fact that scissors are not prohibited,
then, we can deduce that the whiskers that remain after
cutting with scissors are halachically recognized, for
purposes of this prohibition. Therefore, a subsequent
shave with a razor would be prohibited, contrary to the
claim of the Besamim Rosh.

It is clear from this argument — which includes the
suggestion that even scissors could be prohibited if they
achieve hashchata — that Chatam Sofer is of the view that
razors are not necessarily the sole means of violating the
prohibition of hashchatat pe’ot hazakan; rather, any
implement that performs giluach sheyesh bo hashchatais
included in the prohibition. That is, Chatam Sofer
apparently understands the Sifra as merely establishing
the criteria of giluach sheyesh bo hashchata, not limiting
the prohibition only to razors. Similarly, the Shulchan
Aruch must permit misparayim ke’eyn ta’ar, according to
Chatam Sofer, only because they fail to achieve hashchata.

As explained above, the ramifications of this view for
electric shavers are severe, and, indeed, many prominent

71. Siman 17.
72. 52b.
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poskim have prohibited electric shavers on this basis. The
Chafetz Chaim/” referring to a mechanical precursor of
the electric shaver which was the latest technology at that
time, implies that any method of obtaining a clean shave
is included in the prohibition.” It is also reported that
both Chazon Ish” and Rabbi Aharon Kotler® prohibited

73. Y.D. 2,80. This t'shuva is cited in Pitchei T'shuva, Y.D. 181:4.
74. O.H. 154.

75. Rav Yisrael Meir Kagan (1838-1933), author of the Mishnah
Berurah.

76. Likutei Halachot to Makkot 21a ("The new machines used for
shaving . . . which shave just like a razor and remove the hair
entirely and nothing remains, one who shaves his beard with them,
it would seem, violates [the prohibition], and one who cares for his
soul should stay far away from them.").

77. See Minchat Yitzchak 4:113 (Rav Yitzchak Ya'akov Weiss, Av
Beit Din of Yerushalayim), where Rav Weiss reports that Chazon
Ish, after concluding that the electric shavers of his day achieved
hashchata, categorically prohibited them. Chazon Ish reportedly
reached this conclusion after experimenting with various electric
shavers by smearing ink on his hand and applying the shaver where
the ink dried. Because the shavers would remove some of the ink,
he determined that they cut at skin level and are therefore
halachically equivalent to razors. Ibid.

Rav Weiss's own ruling is that he is inclined to prohibit all electric
shavers and urges those who continue to use them at least to seek
out older models and those that cut furthest away from the skin.
See also Rav Ovadia Yosef, Or Torah (Tevet 5749), who issues a
blessing to those who refrain from using any electric shavers and
prohibits using them to obtain a clean shave; rather, one may only
gently move the shaver across the face without pressing against
the skin (which would guarantee hashchata). This is based on a
ruling of Rav Tzvi Pesach Frank, cited in Chelkat Ya'akov 2:133.

78. See Minchat Yitzchak, reporting that Rav Kotler at least
"questioned the permissibility” of electric shavers. See also Rabbi
Moshe Wiener's volume, Hadrat Panim - Zakan (1977), a 700-page

105
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electric shavers based on their view that any method of
obtaining giluach sheyesh bo hashchata is prohibited no
less than shaving with a regular razor.

4. Rabbi Moshe Feinstein

It was Rabbi Moshe Feinstein who most prominently
endorsed the more lenient understanding of the Sifra and
Shulchan Aruch.”® Rabbi Feinstein espoused the
interpretation that the exegesis of the Sifra simply derives
that razors are the sole referent of the verses prohibiting
shaving. All other methods of shaving, even if they could
achieve giluach sheyesh bo hashchata, are permitted. Thus,
scissors are absolutely excluded from the prohibition.
Electric shavers which operate based on a scissors
mechanism and do not contain a razor blade (or its
equivalent) would therefore be permitted.

To be sure, this ruling of Rabbi Feinstein far from
automatically permits all electric shavers. Only those
shavers whose structure and operation clearly warrant
halachic categorization as scissors rather than razors would
be permitted even according to Rabbi Feinstein. Indeed,

several contemporary poskim follow Reb Moshe's opinion -

treatise presenting and vigorously defending every conceivable basis
upon which to prohibit shaving by any method and particularly
via electric shaver. Among the letters of approbation printed at
the beginning of the volume are one from Rabbi E.M.M. Shach
prohibiting all electric shavers based on the opinions of Chafetz
Chaim and Chazon Ish, and one from Rabbi Chaim Kanievski
attesting that his father, Rabbi Ya'akov Yisrael Kanievski (the
"Steipler Gaon"), refused td permit using electric shavers and had
been inclined to prohibit them, based upon the opinion of Chafetz
Chaim.

79. Rabbj Moshe Heinemann, "Electric Shavers," Kashrus Kurrents
(Va'ad Hakashrut of Baltimore); Rabbi Mordecai Tendler (Oral
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and nevertheless each arrive at a different conclusion
regarding which specific models of electric shavers are
permitted.® However, only by espousing Reb Moshe's
understanding of the Sifra could one permit modern electric
shavers without engaging in the difficult exercise of
proving that the shavers fail to achieve hashchata, as

discussed above.

C. The Terumat HaDeshen

We have seen that the Shulchan Aruch permits shaving
with scissors and that, according to Reb Moshe Feinstein,
this heter applies even if the scissors are able to duplicate
the effect of shaving with a razor. However, the Ramo®
adds an important restriction to shaving with scissors,
based on the opinion of the Terumat HaDeshen, which may
affect the halachic status of certain electric shavers.

The Terumat HaDeshen® raises the concern that
although shaving with scissors is theoretically permitted,
in practice there is a risk that one edge or blade of the
scissors might cut the hair against the face without
assistance from the other edge, thereby effectively acting
as a razor and causing a biblical violation. The Terumat
HaDeshen cites this concern from the Gilyon HaTosafot,®
who recommends therefore that one who shaves with
scissors should hold the lower blade of the scissors (the

communication, April 1998). Reb Moshe never published this ruling,
but, while its ramifications as to specific electric shavers is the
subject of much controversy, the essential ruling permitting electric
shavers in principle is well known. See also supra note 56.

80. These include Rabbi Dovid Feinstein; Rabbi Moshe Dovid
Tendler and Rabbi Mordecai Tendler; Rabbi Yisroel Belsky; Rabbi
Moshe Heinemann.

81. 181:10.
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blade touching the face) absolutely motionless and make
sure that only the upper blade moves. This method, which
ensures that all the hair is cut with a two-edged scissors
motion as required, is quoted (and mandated) by the Ramo.
The Terumat HaDeshen himself acknowledges this
solution, but out of concern with its feasibility (it is
extremely difficult consistently to cut with scissors while
moving only one of the two blades), he recommends an
alternative solution: simply refraining from using very
sharp scissors. If the blades of the scissors are not sharp
enough to cut on their own, there is no question that all
the hair will be cut with a scissors motion.

Because electric shavers are permitted even according
to Rav Feinstein only insofar as they operate like scissors,
this concern of the Terumat HaDeshen and Ramo would
obviously apply to electric shavers as well. Therefore, to
be permitted, an electric shaver must either contain no
blade that is sharp enough to cut the hair on its own
(corresponding to the solution recommended by the
Terumat HaDeshen)* or operate in such a way that there is

82. Siman 295.

83. Shavuot 3a; see also Rabbeinu Ya'akov MeKutzi cited by Ritva,
Makkot 20a; Piskei Tosafot, Makkot, Siman 28.

84. This was, by many accounts, Reb Moshe's sole criterion for
evaluating electric shavers that were brought before him. Rabbi J.
David Bleich reports witnessing an episode in which Reb Moshe
opened up a shaver in order to expose the inner surface, rubbed the
surface against his hand to verify that it was not razor-sharp, and
on this basis permitted the shaver. (Oral communication, August
1997). Rabbi Moshe Heinemann similarly describes how Reb Moshe
would follow a procedure reminiscent of a shochet demonstrating the
sharpness of his slaughtering knife: he would hold a hair in his
hand and test whether the shaver blade would cut the hair (with
minimal pressure) when the hair was pulled taut. Kashrus Kurrents,
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no possibility of a blade cutting hair on its own, without
assistance from the screen (corresponding to the
suggestion of the Gilyon HaTosafot).

V. Conclusion

Which specific models of electric shavers meet the
criteria described in this article is a very complex question
which truly demands the technical acumen of a mechanical
engineer and the authority of a posek. Moreover, the
technology of electric shavers is constantly changing and
improving, so that a brand that is "kosher" today
conceivably may not be tomorrow. Therefore, a competent
posek should be consulted to assess the permissibility of
each new model of electric shaver as it is developed.

supra note 53. Rabbi Mordecai Tendler describes the same procedure
but with the hair dangling, not pulled taut. Using this and similar
procedures, Reb Moshe never found a blade that he considered sharp
enough to warrant prohibiting a shaver, according to Rabbi Tendler.
(Oral Communication, August 1997 and March 1998). Finally, Dr.
Josh Ladelle of Jerusalem, a former principal research scientist at
North American Philips Laboratories (the parent company of
Norelco), recalls demonstrating to Reb Moshe Feinstein the
difference in sharpness between the blade of a Norelco shaver and
a regular razor blade. Reb Moshe subsequently permitted the shaver,
which was a "Rototrac” model, containing the same essential cutting
mechanism that is now commercially described by Norelco as the
"Lift and Cut" system, according to Dr. Ladelle. (Oral
Communication, April 1998). Of course, because many small changes
may have been made to the design of Norelco shavers in recent years,
no definitive conclusion about the permissibility of the current
Norelco shavers may necessarily be reached solely on the basis of
this episode.
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Electric Shavers

Rabbi Moshe Heinemann, Star-K Rabbinic Administrator

Since the Star-K often receives questions regarding the use of electric shavers, this article
will address the Halachic concerns of removing one's facial hair. The Torah states, Do not
round the corners of one's head and do not destroy the corner of one's beard. The Torah
continues and the corner of one's beard they shall not shave.

What are the actions of forbidden facial hair removal? The Mishna in Machos discusses
which methods of removing facial hair are forbidden. hakafa, "rounding" refers to the
complete removal of hair from the temple area. Where as the terms geluach, "shaving" and ,
hishchisa"destroying"” refer to forbidden forms of removing one's beard.

The Mishna does not offer a practical explanation of these actions. Do these terms refer to
the cutting of hair using different types of shaving implements, or do these actions refer to
different degrees of hair removal using the same shaving implement? There is much
discussion about these concepts amongst Halachic authorities, yet, the consensus of opinion
is that these forbidden violations of hakafa,geluach and hishchisa” are achieved by using
shaving implements that have different cutting abilities to cut one's facial hair.

The shaving implements that are discussed in Shulchan Orech are:

1.scissors, a dual edged cutting instrument whose blades work in unison to remove hair
growth. Scissors generally do not have the ability to cut the hair close to the skin.

2 taar the razor sharp straight-edged blade that is an extremely efficient means of hair
removal.

3. a scissor or scissor-like instrument that delivers a closer cut, which is similar to but not as
effective as a peyos.

As was mentioned earlier, there are varied opinions amongst the Poskim which shaving
instruments are permitted to be used to cut a particular area of hair growth. Putting the merits
of having or keeping long peyos aside, regarding the shaving of the temple area, Halachic
authorities are generally in agreement that scissors, because they do not give a close cut,
would be permissible to be used for the peyos area and would not qualify for a violation of
hakofos harosh. Cutting one's peyos with a razor is forbidden. Therefore, taking a razor-cut
haircut in thepeyos area would constitute a violation of hakafa. misparayim kein tahar, for
example, a pair of clippers, is questionable. The Shulchan Aruch says we should take a
stringent rather than lenient position with scissor-like instruments. Therefore, scissors would
be the only permissible shaving instrument to trim the temple area.
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The issue of shaving the beard area is more involved since we have two actions working in
concert, giluach and hashchasa. What is meant by the termhashchasa, destroying the hair?
According to the Chochmas Odam, hashchasa is defined as the process of removing the
entire facial hair below the skin. Obviously, plucking out a hair removes the hair below the
skin. Can "below the skin" hair removal be achieved with a straight-edge razor blade? The
hair shaft grows under the skin as well as above the skin. When one shaves with a razor, the
skin is pulled taut actually exposing the hair growing below the skin. The razor runs against
the hair grain in the opposite direction of the pulled skin lopping off the exposed hair. When
the taut skin relaxes, the hair is actually cut below the skin. That is the definition of
hashchasa. Giluach is simply any normal method of shaving.

Alternative effective methods of beard removal e.g. electrolysis, depilatory, or tweezers
would definitely qualify for haschasa but would not qualify for a means of shaving, geluach,
therefore they would be Halachically permissible. On the other hand, scissors qualify as a
normal means of shaving. Since, when using this method you can only cut a beard to a
stubble, the other criteria of hashchasa would not be fulfilled. Scissors, therefore, would be a
Halachically permissible method to "shave” one's beard, providing that the blade nearer to
the skin, is not sharp enough to cut by itseif.

Based on the above, the razor blade, is the classic example of a shaving instrument that the
Torah forbids. The Gemora definitively states this position clearly; the Gemora says that
shaving is forbidden with a davar shehu mashchis zehu tahar. The razor according to all
Halachic authorities fulfills both prohibitions of geluach and haschasa and is forbidden to be
used.

Seemingly, any shaving implement that effectively cuts hair below the skin would also be
categorized as a fahar, regardless if the shaving implement is single or double edged. As
long as the hair is cut below the skin you would violate both actions of hashchasa and
geluach. Any shaving instrument giving a less effective cut, where the hair is not cut below
the skin but even with the skin, would be categorized as a mispareinm kein tahar, cut.

In summary the three levels of geluach are:

1.misparayim - that cuts above the skin, a shaving process that does not qualify for geluach
of the beard.

2.misparayim kein tahar - that cut at skin level, which would also not qualify for hashchasa.
3.tahar that cuts below the skin creating geluach and hashchasa, the Torah's forbidden
combination of hair removal.

How would the electric shaver fare in the Kosher shaving arena? The electric shaveris a
relatively recent introduction to the shaving scene. Prior to the shaver, the only practical
method of Kosher beard removal was the use of shaving powder. The powder was mixed
with water and made a very offensive smelling paste that was spread on one's face and ate
away the person's facial hair. One had to be careful to remove the paste in haste so that only
facial hair and not facial skin would be removed.

The electric shaver seemed to be a welcome technical Halachic introduction, although
shaving in general has not been without controversy. However, those Halachic authorities
that permitted shaving with electric shavers did so because it seemed to fulfill all Halachic
requirements. The shaver was made up of a vibrating head and screen, the beard hair
passed between the cutting edges of the screen and the vibrating head, and was cut off in a
scissor-like cutting fashion between head and screen. The shave was closer than manual
scissors since the shaver cut the beard close to the skin yet it never effectively gave a
smooth shave because they were not as powerful as they are today.

As shavers got more sophisticated they became more Halachically challenging. With some
models the stronger motors made the head vibrate faster and cut the beard closer. The lift
and cut shaving systems that evolved from the older Norelco Triplehead system claimed that
they could shave as close as a razor. As the skin was held taut the shaver alleged to cut
thebeard below the skin like a fahar. Although shaving professionals will admit that the
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closeness of one's shave depends upon a person’s beard conditions and texture, realistically,
the system works better in theory than in practice.

Hagaon R’ Moshe Feinstein Z"L was of the opinion that the gemaras statement eizahu
geluach sheyaish bo hashchasa hevei omer ze tahar is teaching us that only the tahar , the
straight-edged razor, is the Torah's forbidden form of hashchasa and gejuach. Any other
method of hashchasa and geluach would be permitted. Based on this fundamental
understanding of the gemara, electric shavers would be permitted even if the shaver
removed facial hair beneath the skin, since the shaver works in a scissor-like and not razor-
like action.

However, due fo the increased sharpness of the blades of the rotating heads it is conceivable
that the blades could cut the beard hairs off before the combined cutting of blade and screen.
Therefore, even according to the Poskim that permit electric shavers this shaver would be
problematic, because it would be cutting like a fahar which is forbidden. Can one practically
determine whether the shaver in question is a Kosher model?

Hagaon R’ Moshe Feinstein z"l, who permitted the use of electric shavers used a criteria
similar to the shochet who would demonstrate how sharp his chalaf (shechita knife) was. To
show the sharp edge of his knife, a shochet would take a hair from his beard; holding the hair
in one hand the shochet would see whether the chalaf cut the dangling hair. If the hair was
severed, the shochet's steel passed the test.

So too, in a similar manner, R' Moshe would often test the sharpness of an electric shaver's
blades. He would take a beard hair and test the blades! The shaver would be acceptable if
the hair was held taut and was not split in half.

The only practical suggestion that can be given to one whose shaver failed this test is to dull
the blades. This can be done by taking a key or some other hard, flat instrument and running
it along the sharp edge of the blade. Obviously, this shaver will not work as well, but,
nevertheless, it is still effective and will transform a previously questionable shaver into one
that is acceptable by the Poskim who permit the use of shavers.

Back | Contact Us | Kosher Glossary | Comments & Questions | Star-K Online Application
Copyright © 2004 Star-K Kosher Certification. All rights reserved.

http://www star-k.com/kashrus/kk-mitzvos-shavers. htm 2/8/2004



