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 פרשת דברים
 

 אם אשכחך ירושלים תשכח ימיני
" If I shall forget you Yerushalayim, let my right arm be forgotten." 

 
We are fast approaching the day of Tisha B'av, the day which commemorates the destruction of the 
Hamikdash, and the advent of the long, agonizing exile in which we still remain.  This day, throughou
generations, has been marked with decrees, expulsions, massacres and suffering for our people. However
destruction of the Bais Hamikdosh was not just a physical destruction, but was also a devastation to our spi
stature, and our closeness with Hashem. No longer would we have Neviim to convey to us D'var Hashem1

would we have a Kohen Gadol with an Urim V'tumim. No longer can we bring Korbanos to repair that whic
have done wrong, or see the divine revelations that were a daily routine2. 
 
R' Yehoshua (who witnessed the Churban) told the people of his generation, that in truth, the loss of the 
Hamikdosh should compel one into an all-encompassing state of mourning. "How can one eat meat - which
no longer be brought to the Mizbayach? How can one drink wine - which can no longer be poured
Nesachim? Bread? - was used for Menachos. Fruit? - for Bikkurim. Water? - was used for Nisuch Hama
The appropriate level of mourning would have required us to cease the use of all these. However, Ch
understood the great difficulty such a level of mourning would entail, and therefore only decreed a s
measure of symbolism to commemorate the Churban3. 
 
I. The first Din that Chazal mention is that one must leave a small portion of his house unpainted. M
specifically, this refers to leaving an area of one Amah (approx. between 18 and 22 in.) by one Amah squ
opposite the front door of his house, that should be left unfinished4. Some Poskim say that the Amah shou
above the door - not opposite it, while others permit the placement on the left of the door5. Furthermore, m
are Machmir to leave an Amah in every room of the house, not just by the main entrance6. Similarly, some
that if one added rooms to his house one would be required to place an Amah in those rooms as well7.  
 
These Dinim apply to all types of wall decorating, including wallpaper etc8. 
 
The Amah should be left completely unpainted. One should not paint there pictures of the Kosel, or Psu
such as אם אשכחך ירושלים etc9. Some Poskim however, permit painting the Amah with black paint, provided
it is obviously a Zecher L'churban10. Even those who forbid painting the Amah black, stipulate, that if one w
on the black the words זכר לחורבן it is permitted11. 
 
Furthermore, one should not obstruct the visibility of the Amah with a picture frame or bookcase, since the
purpose of the Amah is to cause one to reflect on the Churban when one gazes upon it12. 
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A person is only required to leave an Amah, if he is building the house from scratch. If one purchased the house 
already painted, one does not need to remove a section of the paint13. However, this is only if the house was 
purchased from an Akum. If the house was purchased from a Yid, who did not leave a Zecher L'churban, the 
buyer must scrape off an Amah by an Amah of paint, since when the house was built it was not exempt. Some 
make an exception to this rule, when the Yid built the house only in prospect of selling it14. 
 
When one rents a house (from a Yid) that does not have an "Amah by Amah", according to R' Moshe Feinstein 
ZT"L, he does not have to scrape off the paint. Not only this, but the landlord is also exempt from this obligation, 
provided the owner never planned on living there himself and only planned to rent it to others. Many other 
Poskim do require the tenant to scrape off paint, however, he may need to obtain permission from the owner 
first15. Certainly if the responsibility to paint the house is left to the tenant, the tenant is required to leave an 
Amah unfinished16. 
 
The Mishne Brura and others say that although this minhag was not prevalent in their time, there is no 
explanation why one should be exempt17. Today B"h, this is not the case, as it has become widespread to be 
careful in this decree of Chazal in the correct manner. It is noteworthy, that this Din is of such great import, that 
one of the Acharonim assured anyone who adheres to it, that their household will have a continuation forever18. 
 
2) The second example given in the Gemara is, that one must leave a portion of one's banquet unserved. In 
other words, one should prepare an entire meal with all the courses, but should not serve one part, thereby 
showing the lack of completion in the occasion.  This applies even at a Seudas Mitzva, except on Shabbos19. 
The Gemara explains, that this can be even one type of dish, and does not need to be an entire course, since 
the purpose is simply to show deficiency in the festivities20. 
 
The Rambam21 adds that aside from this, one should also leave an empty place on the table, for the absent 
dish. In this way, attention will be drawn to the lack of the dish, and those present will reflect on the Churban. 
Otherwise the guests may come to assume that it was simply not served. Other Poskim mention another way to 
highlight the deficiency, by not covering the entire table with a tablecloth, leaving a small portion bare22. 
However, if it is clear that a standard dish that is expected is not served, no other form of acknowledgement is 
necessary23. Of note, is that in the book "All For The Boss", the author relates how R' Y. Y. Herman ZT"L, at the 
wedding of his daughter, placed placards on all the tables stating: "In remembrance of the destruction of our 
Holy Temple, the pudding and special dessert will not be served.", thereby clearly emphasizing the Churban at 
his Simcha. The author further relates that he paid in full for these delicacies without serving them. (pg. 205) 
 
Unfortunately, although R' Y. Y. Herman ZT"L fulfilled this Din B'hidur, most people nowadays do not. Some 
wish to attribute this to the lack of an accepted standard menu at our meals. In other words, since the purpose 
of not serving a portion of the meal is so that those who are present will notice, this will only be accomplished if 
there is an assumed standard menu. Only then will the lack of something that is expected be noticed. Therefore 
they say, nowadays, when this is not the case,and people serve whatever they desire, it is impossible to 
accomplish this. However, they conclude, that even so one should try to show the lack of completion in a way 
that he can24. 
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III.  Another Takana of Chazal (שם), was that a woman should not adorn herself completely. There is a 
Machlokes Rishonim as to precisely what this refers to. The Tur ( ס"תק ) writes that this is refering to refraining 
from using a certain type of makeup on the face. The Ran25 says that it refers to the braiding of the front portion 
of her hair. The Rambam (שם) and the Shulchan Aruch (שם) write, that the deficiency should be in the amount of 
jewelry a woman wears. However, as long as she does not wear all of her jewelry, it is considered to be lacking. 
Even the absence of one piece would be considered Zecher L'churban. 
 
This Din applies even on Shabbos26. 
 
The Rishonim state, that this Din applies to men as well. Men also should not wear excessively opulent clothing 
or dress in an otherwise ostentatious manner27. 
 
IV. A fourth example of Zecher L'churban mentioned in the Gemara, is that a Chosson should place ashes upon 
his head (in the area of the Tefillin) during the time of his Chuppa28. At the time that the ashes are placed on his 
head, the Chosson recites the Passuk - אם אשכחך ירושלים תשכח ימיני, to remind him of the purpose of this ritual29. 
Even those that do not have this minhag today, have a similar minhag that is meant to accomplish the intent of 
the former. This is the minhag to break a glass cup at the conclusion of the Chuppa. In addition, many have a 
minhag to break a plate at the T'noim as well30. 
 
In many German Kehillos there was another minhag in addition to placing ashes on the head of the Chosson. In 
these Kehillos the Chosson would wear a certain type of turban, which was ordinarily worn by mourners. This 
too was to signify the mourning for the Bais Hamikdosh31. 
 
The Acharonim32 comment, that sadly, in recent times this ritual of breaking the glass at the end of the Chuppa, 
has transformed into a cue to begin the revelry and joyous celebration, when in fact it is meant to impart a 
feeling of sadness for the Churban Bayis. They emphasize that it is incumbent upon the guests to understand 
the true significance of this rite33. 
 
It is interesting to note, that the minhag in Yerushalayim today, is that all chasunos only have drums as musical 
accompaniment. No other instruments are permitted. This was a Takana in 1865 by many Rabbanim in Eretz 
Yisrael and in Europe, including the Imrei Binah, the Aruch Laner, R' Shmuel Salant, R’ Shimon Sofer and R' 
Yosef Chaim Zonnenfeld. It was instituted following a deadly epidemic in Yerushalayim, after which it was 
revealed in a dream that this rule should be instituted as an additional sign of mourning for the Churban34. 
 
There are another six items that were introduced as a Zecher L'churban. We will IY"H discuss them in the 
coming issue.   

 
א"בב, וכל המתאבל על ירושלים זוכה ורואה בשמחתה  

 
Good Shabbos. 
 
 מאיר הלוי הלמן
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