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“And the lads grew up...”

Multitudes of writing and Seforim have been dedicated to the topic of Chinuch Habanim and its many facets. Certainly
for the aspects of Chinuch that are Hashkafa related, there is no lack of material. In the following pages we will try to
only give a brief synopsis of this topic, as seen through the eyes of Halacha. In no way should this article be
considered complete or authoritative, and as always a Rav should be consulted for all practical related issues.

[. It is common knowledge that a minor is not obligated in any of the Mitzvos in the Torah. This is mentioned in the
Mishna in Avos, and repeated in several places in the Gemara®. However, the Acharonim discuss if indeed a minor is
completely absolved from performing Mitzvos or just that he is simply not punished if he does not®. Many cite this issue
as a Machlokes between Rashi and Tosfos®. In any case, the Rama paskens, that even one who did Aveiros as a
minor, it is proper for him to do Teshuva for his actions®. However, even if a child is not at all obligated in Mitzvos, it is
still forbidden for an adult to give a child non-kosher food, or to tell a child to transgress the Shabbos (even an infant).
Such actions are forbidden Min Hatorah from the Passuk of "ni7?oxn 7", which forbids causing a child to perform any
Issurim®. (Note: In regard to the father of the child, in addition to these problems and those of Chinuch described
below, a father is forbidden from allowing his child to transgress Shabbos for his sake, even if the child does so on his
own, in the same manner as he may not allow his animal to work for him on Shabbos’.)

II. Twice daily when reciting Krias Shema we mention the commandment to teach one’s children Torah. As the Passuk
says "D1 1277 0> nX onik on?I" — “And you shall teach them to your children to speak them (the words of the
Torah)”®. In addition, the Mishna in Kiddushin (x"v v">) mentions another four or five items that a father must do or
teach to his sons. Aside from all this, a father is also required Midrabanan® in the Mitzva of “Chinuch”. Chinuch is the
practical training of a child to perform Mitzvos, so that when he becomes of age he will perform them properly.

There is a question in the Poskim regarding who exactly is obligated in this Mitzva of Chinuch. Certainly the father of
the child is obligated; however, regarding the mother this matter is disputed. Many cite the Gemara at the beginning of
Sukkah (2"v 1) which describes how Hilni Hamalka (the mother of King Munbaz, one of the very benevolent kings of
Klal Yisrael, a descendant of the Chashmonaim'®) built a Sukkah for her children to sit in, even though they were all
minors, and as such, only required to do so for the purpose of Chinuch. However, the Shulchan Aruch implies, and
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many Poskim concur, that only the father is required in the Mitzva of Chinuch. They explain that Hilni Hamalka only
built the Sukkah voluntarily, and technically she was not obligated to do so'". On the other hand, the Aruch Hashulchan
and others pasken, that the mother is obligated in Chinuch. Furthermore, the mother is often a great deal more
available to teach the children than the father and is accordingly more responsible for their Chinuch. As Shlomo
Hamelech states in Mishlei'?: qnx nin wion 2x — “Do not forsake the teachings of your mother”. Certainly all agree
that training one’s child to go in the ways of the Torah is an act of indescribable greatness; this discussion is only in
regard to the obligation of Chinuch.

The Poskim do not seem to mention if the grandfather of the child is responsible for his Chinuch or not. However, in
regard to teaching Torah, the Gemara in Kiddushin (.7) states that not only is a father obligated to teach his son Torah,
but so is his grandfather. Since the Mitzva D’rabanan of Chinuch is really an extension of the Torah’s obligation to
teach Torah, it is plausible that the grandfather would be included as well™. In the absence of the parents, some
Poskim mention that the local Beis Din would assume control of the Chinuch of the child". However, anyone aside
from those mentioned are not obligated in the Chinuch of the child, and do not even have the obligation of Chinuch.

lll. The age for Chinuch is greatly dependant on the abilities of the child. Therefore, each Mitzva requires an individual
assessment if the child is able to accomplish that specific Mitzva properly. Similarly, when a child is of an age that he
can understand that a specific action or item is forbidden, the father is obligated to teach him so. From this age on,
according to the Rama, anyone who sees a child transgressing a prohibition is required to stop him. However, the later
Poskim stipulate, that only for prohibitions that are D’oraysoh must a stranger do so, for other prohibitions, although for
adults there is an obligation of rebuking another, here only the father is required to preclude the actions of his child™.
As mentioned, to give a prohibited item directly to a child of any age or to ask him to do something forbidden, is always
forbidden.

Although the Rama only mentions Chinuch in regard to Mitzvos D’oraysah, the Mishne Berurah explains that the intent
is to also include those that are D’rabanan'®. On the other hand, Mitzvos that are not obligatory and/or the child will not
necessarily have opportunity to fulfill them, are not included in Chinuch'’. Some suggest this as the reason that
children do not observe the laws of Aveilus if they lose a relative "7, since these Dinim may not be applicable for them
later in life'®. According to this reasoning, a child that will become Bar Mitzva during the Shiva would be required to
observe Aveilus, for the purpose of Chinuch. However other reasons are cited for their exemption as well, regardless
of this reason™.

IV. The Mishna in Sukkah (.an) states: “A child that is able to shake the Lulav (in all six directions), his father must
purchase him a Lulav”. From here we see a pivotal principle in Chinuch: Although the shaking of the Lulav is not an
indispensable part of the Mitzva, as one can fulfill the Mitzva by simply holding the Lulav, even so, unless the child can
accomplish the Mitzva in the complete and proper manner, there is no obligation to teach him®. For example:
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1) Giving a child a lemon to shake instead of an Esrog, is not Chinuch.

2) A child who knows how to wear Tzitzis properly and to hold them during Krias Shema, should begin wearing
Tzitzis. When training a child in the Mitzva of Tzitzis, the Tzitzis must be kosher. Due to the play habits of
children, Tzitzis strings tend to get torn etc. and may become Passul®".

3) Most children say Krias Shema in Yeshiva during class. The problem is that often this takes place long after
ynw nxj 1 qio has already past. Once a child is of age to understand that Krias Shema is a Mitzva that
must be recited in the morning, the parents should preferably make sure that he does so before the Zman®.
This issue is often overlooked.

There are some exceptions to the above rule. The first is for Dinim which are classified as Hidur Mitzva. For example,
lighting more than one candle on each night of Chanuka is only a Hidur Mitzva. Since even the father is not really
obligated to light more than one candle each night, he is not required to train his children to light additional candles®.
The second exception is when the only factor invalidating the performance of the Mitzva is one that is as a result of the
minor himself. For example, a minor may not make Tzitzis for an adult; however, for himself he may, since the only
invalidation is from his own status®.

V. A final question that is discussed regarding a minor is his obligation to recite Birchas Hagomel. This Bracha is said
as a thanksgiving to Hashem following being spared from danger. The Bracha reads as follows: nra"n7 'mnin n"x '"xa
210 75 17w nniv — “Blessed .... Who graces those who are guilty with goodness, that He has graced me with all
goodness”. The Magen Avraham comments, that since the wording refers to the guilt of the speaker, a minor, to whom
such a statement would not apply, is exempt from reciting this Bracha, even for Chinuch. However, following this logic,
we should not only exempt children from this Bracha, but even all people under twenty years old as well. Since until
the age of twenty, a person is not punished from Heaven for his actions, it should be inappropriate to recite this Bracha
until one has reached this age. The Pri Megadim answers as follows: The Gemara® says that although Beis Din no
longer administers capital punishment, someone who is liable for such punishment, can receive a similar form of
retribution from Heavenly sources. Therefore, one who performs a sin that is technically worthy of capital punishment
administered by Beis Din (whom may punish from the age of Bar Mitzva on), may receive a form of that retribution
from Heaven. Only for actions that are not punishable by Beis Din, is there no retribution until age twenty. Therefore
from Bar Mitzva and on, one may recite Birchas Hagomel®®.

VI. Dovid Hamelech writes in Tehillim: onmivia o'71an 001> 1121 Ywx — “Our children are likened to saplings, grown
in their youth”. In this Passuk a valuable lesson is being taught. The days of a person’s youth are like a young sapling.
At that tender stage the tree can be straightened to grow properly very easily. At the later stages of a tree’s life, it is
nearly impossible to straighten the trunk at all. People are very much the same. All that is taught to a child becomes
ingrained as lifelong habit — for good or for bad. At a young age every word, every impression can affect the child for a
lifetime.

Good Shabbos.
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VI. When a boy reaches the age of 13, and a girl at age 12, they become obligated in all Mitzvos like adults. The
custom in Klal Yisrael is to make a festive Seuda when a boy becomes Bar Mitzva, to celebrate the fact that he now
can fulfill Mitzvos out of obligation to do so, and not voluntarily. However, for girls, the Minhag has always been (until
the 1800’s, when the Reform Movement altered this custom, with much outrage from the Gedolim of that time), to mark
the occasion of her becoming obligated in Mitzvos very modestly. This Minhag is at first glance rather strange, since
the same reason for celebration applies to both. R’ Moshe Feinstein 7"vr was asked this question, and replied that
since the boy performs his Mitzvos more publicly (i.e. he now can join a Minyan, get Aliyos etc.), a more public
celebration is in place?. Others explain that the celebration is not for all Mitzvos, but rather for the specific Mitzva of
learning Torah. Just as on the Yom Tov of Shavuos we celebrate the giving of the Torah, similarly, at a Bar Mitzva we
celebrate the boy’s personal Mattan Torah. Since women are not obligated to learn Torah, there is no reason for a
Seuda at such a time®®. In any case, there is certainly ample reason for a girl to feel joy on her own upon becoming
obligated to keep the Mitzvos of the Torah, even without hosting a public ceremony?.
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