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 ויקח מן הבא בידו מנחה לעשו אחיו

“And he took from that which he had, as a present for his brother Eisav” 
 

At the start of this week’s Parsha, Yaakov sends a large and generous gift as an appeasement, to thwart the immin
onslaught of Eisav and his army. This was one of three independent courses of action taken by Yaakov at this time. Wh
Yaakov finally comes face to face with his brother, he exclaims, “The very sight of your face is as the vision of the face
Hashem”, an overstatement to say the least. Although in such dire circumstances such as this, it is certainly necessary
give flattery and gifts to the wicked; under normal conditions this may not be permitted as we shall soon see.  
 
At this point it is vital to make clear, that the entire discussion that follows does not in any way preclude doing kindness
non-Jews, giving charity, helping their sick etc. In fact the Gemara clearly states that we must do all these things with no
Jews just as with our fellow Jews1. We are commanded in the Torah to emulate Hashem, whose compassion extends
every one of his creations ) ורחמיו על כל מעשיו( . However, in order that we should not learn from other religious practices a
beliefs, the Torah strongly prevents social interaction that exceeds the basic demands of kindness towards non-Jews. F
this reason, the Torah decreed the prohibitions discussed below2. 
 
I. Towards the end of Parshas Vaeschanan3, the Torah commands us to have no compassion for the inhabitants of Canaa
Do not establish with them treaties nor show them favor”. The Torah warns that if we will all“ – לא תכרות להם ברית ולא תחנם
them to remain, they will eventually lead us astray to follow their sinful path. The Gemara in Avodah Zarah ) 'כ(  learns thr
distinct prohibitions from the words ולא תחנם – “Do not show them favor”. All three are learned from the root of this word נם
The first prohibition is to sell land in Eretz Yisrael to a non-Jew. In this way, the Torah prevents pagans from settl .חן -
amongst us and influencing their neighbors. According to the Ramban this applies outside of Eretz Yisrael as well, and 
are forbidden to sell any land to non-Jews, however, most Rishonim disagree4. In this context the word תחנם is understood
mean “allowing to settle”, a derivation of the word חנייה. Chazal extended this prohibition to include renting to them as well5
 
A Ger Toshav (one who has accepted upon himself the seven Noachide laws6), is not included in the above prohibiti
However, the Rishonim dispute the status of a non-Jew who does not worship idols, for example, a Muslim7. The Meiri a
others state that since this prohibition is to prevent friendly and social contact between us and idol-worshippers so that we 
not be led astray, a non-Jew who is civilized and does not serve idols would not be included8. However, the Chazon Ish a
others say that to a non-Jew who is not a Ger Toshav, even if he does not worship idols, it would still be prohibited to s
land, since they still may influence their neighbors with foreign beliefs9. This question of selling land to Muslims is a gr
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source of dispute in many of the contemporary Poskim, regarding the sale of land to Arabs, in order to exempt the produce 
from the laws of Shemittah10.  
 
In regard to Christians the matter is further complicated, since according to the Rambam11, they have a status of pagans. 
(Christians are not true monotheists since they believe in a partnership, so to speak, of three gods ) שיתוף( .) Furthermore, 
even from those Rishonim who disagree and maintain that nowadays, Christians are not considered pagans, many state that 
it is better to assume the more stringent view of the Rambam12. Therefore, in regard to Christians this prohibition is quite 
applicable.  
 
II. The second prohibition is derived from the explanation of the word תחנם to mean “giving something for free”. In this 
context, the Torah forbids us from giving a non-Jew a free gift (when it is not for charity), since this will further our friendship 
and social contact with them. Included in this prohibition is to extend interest-free loans to non-Jews (in some cases)13.  
 
There are several exceptions to this rule. Firstly, this commandment only forbids giving gifts to a non-Jew when he is unlikely 
to reciprocate. However, if one gives to his neighbor or acquaintance a gift, since the non-Jew will probably repay him in 
some form, it is not considered a gift but rather a minor business deal14. Furthermore, if the purpose of the gift is to improve 
business relations etc, or to prevent resentment or hatred from non-Jews, it is also permitted15. However, an example where 
these leniencies do not apply, is the common scenario where one pays $20 for an item that costs $19.50, and tells the 
storekeeper, “Keep the change”, instead of accepting the 50 cents. In a case where the change has some minimal value (a 
penny is not a problem), this may be forbidden, since there is no reciprocation expected from this gift. 
 
If the purpose of giving the gift is to provide significant benefit to the Jew, for example, if one gives a small piece of land to a 
non-Jew in order to allow him to acquire Chametz for Pesach, according to many Acharonim it is permitted16. Another 
scenario could be if one did not Toivel his dishes before Shabbos (and is forbidden to do so on Shabbos), he may give them 
to a non-Jew (whose vessels do not need to be Toiveled) and thereby use them on Shabbos17. (As discussed in Parshas 
Matos.) However, the Acharonim stipulate that preferably a neighbor or acquaintance should be used for this purpose (as 
explained), only if no such person is available may a stranger be used18. 
 
A frequent Shailoh that comes up is in regard to giving tips to waiters, bellboys, or cab drivers. Since technically one does not 
need to pay these types of workers for their services, it can be said that a tip is a gift, which is forbidden to give to non-Jews. 
(Obviously, in an establishment where tips are required this Shailoh would not apply.) The Poskim mention several ways in 
which tipping would be permitted. First of all, even if it is not a requirement but is expected as common courtesy, the tip can 
be considered payment for services rendered. Furthermore, if one often frequents that establishment, and he can expect to 
receive preferential service in the future if he tips, it is also permitted19. In addition, some Poskim say that in regard to taxis, if 
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the neighborhood is Jewish, since if one does not tip it will cause the drivers to stop picking up Orthodox Jews, it is 
permitted20. The same would be true if a Chilul Hashem will be created.  
 
However, if it is not expected for one to tip, and/or one gives a more generous tip than is expected, and none of the above 
conditions apply, according to these Poskim it would be forbidden to tip. However, the Ktzos and the Aruch Laner both say, 
that if one owns a non-Jewish slave (and is therefore forbidden to needlessly free him due to לא תחנם), may free him if the 
slave has done the master a special favor. They explain that since the slave has gone beyond the call of duty, the master is 
somewhat indebted to him, and therefore may free him as a payment. The same may apply in regard to tips as well21. For 
practical Shailos a Rav should be asked. 
 
Another important point that must be made in regard to gift-giving is that there is an individual prohibition against giving gifts 
to non-Jews on pagan holidays22. Therefore, as we discussed, one may not give gifts to a Christian on their holidays, even in 
cases where it would otherwise be permitted (such as for business). On the days prior to their holiday, according to the 
Shulchan Aruch, one may give them gifts, provided the above conditions are met. However, some Poskim say that even in 
regard to Muslims, although they are not considered pagans or idol-worshippers, it is still not in the spirit of Yidishkeit to lend 
credence to their religious beliefs23. 
 
III. The third prohibition learned from the above Passuk is to compliment a non-Jews appearance, actions or 
accomplishments24. By praising non-Jews, one risks giving importance and credibility to their religious views as well, a very 
dangerous action. However, if the purpose is to praise Hashem, for example to recite the Bracha – ברוך שככה לו בעולמו, it is 
permitted25. Furthermore, some Acharonim cite the Gemara in Berachos, where R’ Akiva lists several traits of non-Jews that 
are worthwhile to learn from, as a proof that in order to learn from their good actions one may praise them26. One is also 
permitted to recommend a non-Jewish worker to someone else by complimenting his handiwork, since this is in order to 
benefit another Jew27.  
 
Some Poskim discuss if this prohibition applies when speaking about a non-Jew who is no longer alive. The consensus is 
that it is always forbidden28. Furthermore, although in regard to gifts one is permitted to give to his acquaintance (see above), 
regarding compliments there are no exceptions29. 
 
According to the Yerushalmi, one may not work as a hairdresser for non-Jews, since one is improving their appearance30. 
This concept is not mentioned in the Poskim. The Rambam mentions, that it is forbidden to give good advice to a non-Jew, 
even to advise him to do a good deed31. However, it is also forbidden to knowingly give them bad advice as this would 
comprise לפני עור (which applies even by a non-Jew (as discussed in Parshas Ki Savo). Therefore, one should try to avoid 
giving any sort of advice, by feigning lack of knowledge in the subject etc. 
 
IV. As we have seen, the Torah goes to great lengths to prevent social contact between us and other nations. Furthermore 
Chazal added additional restrictions to further distance us, such as forbidding their bread and wine32. The Torah is well aware 
of the disparaging effects friendship with non-Jews can have. Sadly, in our generation we are witnessing this, with the 
alarming rate of intermarriage amongst our brethren (more than 50%) ל"רח . Only by heeding the call of the Torah and Chazal 
in adhering to these Halachos can we change this trend, any other plan is doomed to fail from the start. 
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