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“The angel that has redeemed me from all evil...”

This renowned blessing pronounced by Yaakov on Menashe and Efrayim, has been repeated from generation to generation
through the ages. In it Yaakov refers to the Malach (angel) that has accompanied him throughout his life, and asks that he bless
his descendants. This is not the first time Yaakov requested from an angel to give a blessing. In Parshas Vayishlach after
struggling with an angel for most of the night, the angel pleads with Yaakov to send him off. Yaakov stipulates nx » Jn7ux x?"
"nnd1a - the Malach must first bless him, and only then may he leave. Asking angels for blessings or other favors is something
seldom found in the Torah, and it is questionable if we may do so at all. (For an explanation of why Yaakov could do so, see
notes.")

Prayer to Angels: The Rambam in his commentary to Mishnayos?® lists thirteen basic precepts that are fundamental to our
Emunah. The fifth of them is: ma% '/ X7x ,1"/% D27 D'W¥NXR DNIFNY T ...0DK'M..7 AT IWY' K7W . 1TAY7 IRIN RID ANt RNy
"..nawnnn o' — “That He (Blessed is He) [alone] is appropriate to serve, and not to do so to angels etc, even if it is only so
they should act as a mediator [for our prayers], rather only to Hashem alone should our prayers be addressed.” The Yerushalmi®
illustrates this point as follows: If a subject has a favor to request of a human king, the proper way for him to do so, is to
approach one of the king’s ministers and ask him to intervene on his behalf. With Hashem the opposite is true - all of our Tefilos
must be directed to the King Himself and no other. To ask favors from any other creation may be observed as attributing them
with some independent power 1"n.* This being the case, many Poskim take issue with certain Tefillos (said in Selichos) that
plead with the Malachim to bring our Tefillos to Hashem, and other similar Tefillos. The Maharal forbade reciting these Selichos,
and many other Acharonim also discouraged them. The Chasam Sofer would omit those that are said silently, while those said
aloud he would say so as not to act contrary to the congregation®.

Many Rishonim mention these Tefillos, and explain various reasons why they are permitted. Some differentiate between asking
Malachim to simply bring our prayers before Hashem, which is their appointed job anyway, to asking them to do us a favor on
their own®. The Gaonim explain that certain actions are within the abilities of Malachim to perform on their own accord, and we
may request from them to perform these things’. Others explain that these Tefillos are actually not at all intended to Malachim,
rather they are asking the Tzadikim and leaders to Daven for us®. (Not all of these Tefillos can be explained in this manner.)
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Based on this, many Acharonim question the practice of davening at the gravesites of Tzadikim and asking them to daven for us.
This too seemingly contradicts the fifth precept mentioned by the Rambam. The Chasam Sofer explains, that all of Klal Yisrael is
one body, each individual being only a small part of one greater united entity. Hence, when a person asks a Tzaddik to beseech
Hashem on his behalf, it can be compared to a person’s foot asking his mouth to speak for him, all being part of one body. Only
to Malachim which are not a part of the entity of Klal Yisrael is it forbidden to ask from them to daven for us®. For this reason,
making requests from Eliyahu Hanavi (such as is done during the ceremony by a Bris Milah — 1m' 7y Ty nnan x'm "
"1o2n0Y) is permissible, since Eliyahu was originally a physical person'®.

On Friday night, in Shalom Aleichem we say: "ni7wn "X Di7w? 111" — asking the Malachim present to bless us upon their
departure. This would seemingly also be in violation of the above. The Yaavetz explains that this statement is not a request for a
blessing, rather it is asking the Malachim to bid us farewell, so to speak, which is usually expressed in the form of a blessing"".
Rav Schwab 7"t was careful even with this to say "ni7w7 112" instead of "ni7w7 1p>12", which then means that Hashem
should allow the Malachim to bless us, and is not said to the Malachim directly.

Tefillos in Aramaic: The Gemara in Shabbos (2"v 2™) states that one should not Daven in Aramaic, since the Malachim who
are in charge of accepting our Tefillos do not accept prayers in Aramaic. There are three basic approaches to interpreting this
statement. The Raavad explains that Malachim do not understand any language other than Lashon Hakodesh, and therefore
cannot relay Tefillos that are uttered in a foreign language'. This only applies to Tefillos that are said privately; those said
B’tzibbur are accepted in all languages'®. Others say that even an individual that is saying on his own the established Tefillos of
the Tzibbur may do so in any language'. Only private requests that are not part of the established text need to be said in
Lashon Hakodesh. Tefillos said by a Tzibbur are accepted in any language they are spoken, since Hashem himself listens to the
Tefillos of a Tzibbur without intermediaries'. The Rosh argues that the Gemara referred specifically to Aramaic and not to other
languages, as only Aramaic is rejected by the Malachim. All three opinions are brought successively in Shulchan Aruch™.

According to the Rosh it would be permitted to Daven in any language other than Aramaic. In fact, some say that if one does not
understand what he is saying in Lashon Hakodesh it would be preferable to Daven in his own language'’. However, the Poskim
say that since it is very difficult for us to translate the Tefillos fully and accurately into a different language, one should only
Daven in Lashon Hakodesh. Even if he does not understand the words he says, they are accepted with the intent Chazal had
when they authored the Tefillah, although it is certainly preferable that one learns the meaning of the Tefillos'®.

In practice, several of our Tefillos that are said B’tzibbur, are indeed in Aramaic, such as w17, |79 DI', and some portions of
nin'70. The Tur explains the reason w7 is in Aramaic was since that was the spoken language of the time, and Chazal wished
that everyone should understand the meaning of this important Tefillah™. Others explain that since the Malachim would become
jealous of this lofty Tefillah that we are permitted to say, we say it in a language not understood by them. There are other
Kabbalistic reasons as well*.

One who Davens in a Shul, even without a Tzibbur, can according to some Poskim Daven in Aramaic®'. Similarly, if the Tefillah
is said with intent concentration from a desperate situation, it is accepted even in Aramaic®. A tearful Tefillah is never rejected
as well®.
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Knowers of Thought?: In many Pesukim as well as many Tefillos**, Hashem is described as niawnn yTin ,nivs jni ,2% Wyin —
knowing our deepest and most private thoughts and intentions. Such descriptions are only attributed to Hashem himself, and it is
commonly assumed that no other being possesses such abilities. Tosfos in Shabbos (ow) tells us otherwise, that Malachim do
have the ability to read a person’s thoughts. Tosfos states this fact with absolute surety, without bringing any source for this
revelation. Some explain the source for this that in the same way as we find that Tzadikim utilizing Ruach Hakodesh can read
another’s thoughts, Malachim can read a person’s thoughts as well. For example, the Torah relates that Rivka warned Yaakov of
Eisav’s intent to murder him, even though Eisav never expressed these thoughts openly®. Many Poskim argue that the ability to
read thoughts is associated with Hashem only and no one else”. Others say that only specific Malachim have this capability?’.
There is a further Machlokes if Malachim can know future events or not®.

Mentioning their Names: The Arizal was extremely vigilant never to mention the names of Malachim. Even in a sermon or
while learning he would only mention them using two-letter initials. He explained that when a person mentions the name of a
Malach, that Malach is called to attention to determine what is needed from him. When the Malach sees that his name was
called for no reason he gets distraught and can bring accusations against this person®. This does not apply to names of
Malachim that are names of people as well, since that name does not refer exclusively to a Malach®. In modern Hebrew, the
word chosen for electricity is ‘mwn. This is the name of a Malach mentioned in Yechezkel*' and would seemingly be forbidden to
pronounce. R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbach writes that although originally this name was forbidden to say, now that it is accepted as
a word for electricity, it is equivalent to being the name of a person and is permitted to say®.

AN'm nwx: Another Halachic discussion involving Malachim is actually in regard to being married to one. This question comes
up in regard to the wives of certain individuals, who ascended to Heaven alive and became spiritual beings without ever dying.
This was the case regarding Eliyahu Hanavi, and R’ Yehoshua ben Levi**. The Rishonim say, that since the Torah only forbade
a woman as an v'x nuK if she is considered "Iny1 nwx", being that a Malach is not "inv2" she is permitted to marry someone
else*. The Acharonim discuss if this is indeed enough to permit such a woman, since normally it is necessary for the husband to
physically die or give a Get, for her to be permitted®.

The Mishna in Pirkei Avos (1"m 1"9) states: "nTan "5 nn%7 Nn1Mw DN NYTIA AN NaN ...0%7¥2 X1 DTN 21an" — “Mankind is
especially beloved to Hashem... Klal Yisrael has an added level of endearment, as they have received the “coveted vessel” (the
Torah).” The Maharal explains, that this added level of endearment is greater than that of Malachim®. As spiritual as Malachim

are, totally free from earthly existence, Mankind is yet greater. By following the Torah we can reach tremendous spiritual heights,
through the very fact that we are connected to earthly desires and evil inclinations. Malachim, who have no choice but to do
Hashem’s will*’, can never reach such levels. May we be Zocheh to realize this potential.
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