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“And these are the names of the children of Israel...”

The Rishonim point out that the first letters of the first words of our Parsha stand for: TnxI xajpn Duw ,nw19n X7 oTR 2'NI"
"nian — “A person is required to read [each week] the Parsha, twice from the Torah and once from the Targum [Onkelos]”".
This is referring to the decree of Chazal (herein referred to as n"mw), that each person should do so, in order to be
sufficiently familiar with the Parsha being read that Shabbos prior to it being read, and ultimately being familiar with the entire
Torah®. The Gemara in Berachos (.n) states that one who is careful in this Takana of Chazal will be blessed with n'n' nip".

Tremendous value is attributed to this Mitzva in Kabbalistic sources as well®.

Time Frame: The obligation to read n"mw begins after Mincha on the previous Shabbos, since at that time the new Parsha is
first read®. According to the Gemara, from that point on, until the Seudah on the following Shabbos day, is the primary time to
read n"Inw.’ The Acharonim say that it is even more preferable to read the n"mw on Friday, either before or after Chatzos®. If
one did not do so before Shabbos, it is still preferable to read n"mw before Shacharis on Shabbos, since this is still before
Krias Hatorah in Shul’. If one missed all of these times, he may still do so until Mincha of Shabbos, when we lein the
following week’s portion, and thereby begin anew the obligation to read the Parsha of the following week, concluding that of
the previous week®.

If one missed reading n"nw one week, according to some Rishonim, he may still make it up until the following Tuesday night.
This is similar to the Din of Havdala, where one who missed saying Havdala on Motzei Shabbos, can still make Havdala until
Tuesday night®. If one did not do it then, it is still possible to make it up until Simchas Torah, when the Torah cycle
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concludes™. This option is only available to someone who accidentally missed reading n"mw during the proper time.
Someone who did so on purpose has no option to compensate'’. The same rule applies regarding Tefillah, where one who
missed a Mincha has the opportunity to make it up at Maariv, only if his neglect was accidental™.

Some cite a Minhag to make up missed Parshiyos during the naiwn ' nwy, since the Zechus of this Mitzva is o' nipnx.™
One should not do so on Erev Yom Kippur, since on this day there is a Mitzva to eat. The Gemara (nw) tells of R’ Bibi who
wanted to make up n"mw on Erev Yom Kippur. R’ Chiya reprimanded him, that on that day it is inappropriate, since one must
concentrate on eating and drinking. “One who eats and drinks on Erev Yom Kippur, is considered to have fasted both that
day and Yom Kippur’. Others say that Shavuos is a preferable time to make up what one has missed™.

Targum: Occasionally, a Passuk does not have Targum on it. Since the Targum generally only translates the Hebrew to
Aramaic, on some Pesukim, such as those with names of people and places, the translation is identical to the original text.
The Rishonim dispute what to do in such instances. According to Rashi, in these cases one must repeat the Hebrew text a
third time in place of an Aramaic translation'. Tosfos argues that instead one should read the Targum Yerushalmi on these
Pesukim, which often adds additional explanation not found in Onkelos. If there is no Yerushalmi either, (such as in the
second, third and fourth Pesukim of this week’s Parsha), then one only needs to read the Hebrew twice'. In order to fulfill
both opinions, on Pesukim with Yerushalmi, one should read the Passuk three times and then the Yerushalmi'’.

Although often the Targum of Onkelos is merely a word for word translation of the Passuk, many times a measure of
explanation is inserted. For this reason, no other translation is sufficient for the obligation of n"mw, since these small but vital
explanations are omitted'®. Additionally, Targum Onkelos is not any ordinary translation. Rather, it was transmitted directly to
Moshe on Har Sinai along with the rest of the Torah. Nan o772k merely reinstated and recorded this Heavenly transmitted
translation®.

Rashi: The Rishonim discuss the possibility of fulfilling n"inw by learning the commentary of Rashi, instead of the Targum.
The Bais Yosef advocated this idea, since Rashi is more widely understood than the Targum in Aramaic. (This would
obviously only apply to Pesukim which have commentary on them, see above.) Others argue that Targum is still favored,
since only Targum was given at Sinai. The Shulchan Aruch paskens that one who is G-d fearing should perform complete
both requirements, by reading both Rashi and Targum. One who is unable to do so, should first read the Targum®.

A certain individual once complained to the Bais Halevi that he was consistently stringent in all his Halachic decisions. He
responded that in fact he has several leniencies that he publicizes. Amongst them is the above Halacha, in which the
Shulchan Aruch states that one who is G-d fearing should read Rashi in addition to the Targum. The Beis Halevi explained,
“Here | am lenient, and allow even one who is not so G-d fearing to read Rashi as well.”

Methods: When reading n"Inw, there are several methods, all of which are valid®'. The first method is to read each individual
Passuk twice followed by its Targum?. Alternatively, one may read each paragraph (divided by a blank space in the Torah or
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a letter "0" or "o" in Chumashim) twice, followed by the Targum?. It is important to note, that the breaks of Sheini, Shlishi etc.
and certainly the breaks for “Perakim”, do not have any basis and are not considered a valid stopping point®*. A third method
is to read the entire Parsha from beginning to end twice, and then the Targum®. In any case one should repeat the final
Passuk in Hebrew after completion, in order to end off with the words of the Torah?®. R’ Yaakov Kaminetsky 47"yt suggested
as a compromise, to read the first time the whole paragraph and then go Passuk by Passuk on the second round, each
Passuk with the Targum. In this way one would accomplish both methods and their advantages®’.

If one recites n"Inw using the second method (paragraph by paragraph), he should stop at each break, even those that are in
the middle of a Passuk®. The only exception to this is in regard to the Aseres Hadibros, where the last two Pesukim
respectively, are read unbroken, even though they are divided by several paragraph breaks®. Some go even further to say
that the entire Aseres Hadibros should be read together®.

The Poskim say that one should not read the Targum until he has recited the Passuk twice®'. If one said the Targum after
only saying the Passuk once, he has discharged his obligation B’dieved according to some Poskim®2. If one read the Targum
before reading the Passuk even once, he must repeat the Targum again®. The Chazon Ish disagreed with the above, and
would read the Passuk once, then the Targum, and then the Passuk again. He explained that after he has read the Targum,
he can then read the Passuk again with a better understanding®.

One should preferably recite n"imw with the “Trup” (the notes used for Krias Hatorah), since these are an essential part of the
Pesukim and were also included in their transmission to Moshe®. If one is knowledgeable in the Trup by heart, some say it is
preferable for him to read n"mw directly from a Sefer Torah®. Others say that this is unnecessary use of a Sefer Torah and
should be avoided®. The Targum should not be read with the Trup used for the Pesukim®.

It is of great importance not to interrupt while reciting n"inw. If one needs to interrupt, he should do so between paragraphs.
The Aruch Hashulchan argues that there is no basis for this prohibition of interruption. Certainly for matters of ftrivial
importance it is forbidden to interrupt, as this is no less than interrupting while learning Torah®.

One is not required to read n"inw for the Parshiyos that are leined on special occasions, such as Yom Tov. One is also not
required to lein the Haftara, although some have a Minhag to do so®. If one is unsure if he has read that week’s n"mw he

must recite it again*'. A Baal Koreh, who has practiced the leining more than twice during the previous week, does not need
to read xj7n n1aw, and can just recite the Targum®?. Women are not required to say n"mw, but should preferably hear the
leining in Shul if possible*®. May we be Zocheh to fulfill this Mitzva properly.
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