TIPA NVIY b b i S

n”a 'R 0"7)

Issue #35 A publication of K’hal Adath Jeshurun of Monsey SPED PN 1D3

(v mim) " 7T DS i s orRe Y AEpi e i i
“This they shall give, all those that pass through to be counted, a half Shekel of the Shekel Hakodesh...”

In the times when the Beis Hamikdosh still stood, this week commenced the beginning of the collection of Shekalim. Each
male adult in Klal Yisrael was required to donate a half Shekel towards the purchase of animals for Korbanos and other
public needs’. The Rishonim dispute if all adults from age 13 and on were obligated, or only from age 20 (see below).
Beginning from Rosh Chodesh Adar, emissaries would be sent all over to announce the collection of the Shekalim, which
would begin two weeks later on the 15" of Adar. From that day until Rosh Chodesh Nissan, booths were set up in all cities,
for the purpose of collecting the Shekalim. On Rosh Chodesh Nissan, all the Shekalim were brought to the Beis Hamikdosh
to a designated room. There the Shekalim were divided into separate containers, to be used for various public functions and
for the Korbanos®.

The Gemara in Megilla (a™) tells us, that the reason the Torah commanded to give Shekalim at this time, was in order to
preempt the “Shekalim of Haman” from affecting us. As Megillas Esther tells us, Haman bribed Achashveirosh with a huge
sum of money - 10,000 Kikar of silver (approximately 100 million dollars in today’s value®) to allow him to decree the
annihilation of Klal Yisrael. This effort was counteracted by the Mitzva of Shekalim which took place at the beginning of Adar”.

The reading of Parshas Shekalim on or right before Rosh Chodesh, corresponds with the messengers announcing the
collection on Rosh Chodesh Adar. According to almost all Rishonim, the reading of Parshas Shekalim is Midrabanan®.
According to Rashi, the reading of Parshas Shekalim took place even when the Beis Hamikdosh existed, and served as yet
another reminder of the impending Mitzva®. Other Rishonim state that only after the Beis Hamikdosh was destroyed, when
the messengers were no longer being sent, was the reading of Parshas Shekalim instituted’.

The nature of the “Half-Shekel” that was donated is also not unanimously agreed upon. The most well
known opinion is that of Rashi, that the half Shekel was a designated coin that was worth a half Shekel (ten
Geira)®. The Ramban records that upon arriving in Eretz Yisrael he was shown this coin. He describes how
it had the jug of Mon represented on one side, and the flowering staff of Aharon represented on the other side, and weighed
exactly ten Geira (approx. ten grams)®. The Ksav Sofer was in possession of such a coin that had been passed down to him
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as an heirloom'. Many such coins are still in existence today. According to the Akeidas Yitzchak the Machatzis Hashekel
was literally “a half of a Shekel” - a one Shekel coin cut in two parts, each part equaling a half Shekel. This was to symbolize
that each person is really only a part of the general entity of Klal Yisrael and insignificant in his own right'". Others say that no
specific coin was used at all, and the only requirement was that the value of half a Shekel (ten Geira) be donated?.

Nowadays, even though the Beis Hamikdosh is no longer standing and no Korbanos are being brought, we still give a half
Shekel, as a Zecher (remembrance) of the Mitzva of Machatzis Hashekel. According to some Poskim this may be more
stringent than a regular Minhag, bordering on an obligation'. There are many opinions as to when exactly the Machatzis
Hashekel should be given. According to the Rama, the Machatzis Hashekel should be given before Mincha on Erev Purim
(Taanis Esther). In this way, this Mitzva of Tzedaka can be combined with the atonement of the fast day'. This is the Minhag
in most communities. On years when Taanis Esther is pushed back to Thursday, the Machatzis Hashekel should be given
then'. Others have the custom to give it right before Maariv'®. The Magen Avrohom cites a Minhag to give it Purim morning
before reading the Megillah'’. Other Poskim point to even earlier dates: either Rosh Chodesh Adar'® or at least prior to
Parshas Zachor (the Shabbos before Purim)®.

As we already mentioned, the Rishonim dispute from what age is the requirement to give the Machatzis Hashekel. According
to the Chinuch, this obligation only begins from the age of twenty. As the Passuk clearly states "n'7yni miw nwy an" — “From
those twenty years old and older”®. The Rambam and others argue that this age requirement was only by the first collection,
since its purpose was to determine the amount of available troops over the age of twenty. By all other collections, which were
for financing the Beis Hamikdosh, all adult males were required, beginning from age thirteen®'. According to the Gr’a,
although the requirement age was 13, those who did not pay were only subject to seizure of a collateral from age 20%.

The Mishna in Shekalim states that women and children (under 13) are not obligated in Machatzis Hashekel®®. Interestingly,
the Alshich explains that women are exempted since they did not take part in the Sin of the Eigel. For this reason, only a half
Shekel is given since man’s “other half’ was not involved and does not need atonement®. If a father gave Machatzis
Hashekel voluntarily on behalf of his child and planned to do so on a yearly basis, the father is required to continue giving
each year until the child becomes an adult®®. If the father does not wish to obligate himself on a yearly basis, he should

preferably say so explicitly when giving®. Since the purpose of the Machatzis Hashekel is for atonement and protection, it is
a favorable Minhag to give for each member of the family including women and children (even unborn children)®’.
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Based on the above, R’ Akiva Eiger and others derive a seemingly unrelated Halacha; that women are not obligated to
Daven Mussaf. The explanation for this is as follows: Since the Machatzis Hashekel was used to purchase the Korbanos
Tzibbur, women who are not obligated to donate towards this collection, do not have a share in these Korbanos. Tefilas
Mussaf, which is instituted in place of the Korban Mussaf, is therefore only a requirement for those who were obligated to
take part in the original Korban. Women, who did not have a part in the Korban Mussaf, are exempted from Davening Tefilas
Mussaf as well®®. Some Acharonim extend this Chidush even further, stating that according to the Rishonim that boys under
20 are exempt from Machatzis Hashekel, boys under the age of twenty would also be exempt from Mussaf. Although the
Halacha is not like this opinion, it may be practically applicable regarding allowing young boys to serve as the Shliach Tzibbur
for Mussaf”®. Many Acharonim strongly disagree with the entire premise of this derivation, since everyone has a share in the
Korbanos, regardless of whether they contributed monetarily or not™®.

The Rama states that the Minhag is to give three coins for Machatzis Hashekel, and not just one. This is symbolic of the
three times the words "77wn n'xnn" are written in the Parsha. Some give four coins, the fourth one for Tzedaka®'. The coins
used should be the coin that is half the currency unit in that country. For example, in Switzerland one would use a Half Franc
coin, and in England a Half Pound. In the United States one uses a Half Dollar. In countries where there is no coin that
represents half the currency unit, two people may give a whole unit jointly*>. The total value of the coins does not have to be
worth the value of the original Machatzis Hashekel (a little less than $2.50), although some Sephardic Poskim require this*®.
Some Poskim say that even so, the coins should be worth at least a Perutah. In Eretz Yisrael, the Half Lirah was
questionable if it was worth a Perutah. The Steipler would use Half Dollars instead, to avoid this issue. According to the
Chazon Ish, American coins cannot be used in Eretz Yisrael*. Some Poskim say that there is a “Hidur” to use coins made of
silver®®. American Half Dollars were only made from silver until 1971 (with the exception of the bicentennial coins in 1976).

Since not always does everyone have sufficient Half Dollars, in many Shuls the Gabboim place Half Dollars in the plate, so
that people can “purchase” them and then give them as their Machatzis Hashekel. Some Poskim say that in this case, it is
unnecessary to “pay” the full value of the three Half Dollars ($1.50), and one can simply “rent” the use of them for a few
moments with a few cents, and use the coins for Machatzis Hashekel®®. Certainly it is preferable to give the full amount of
Tzedaka if one can. This leniency should only be used if one doesn’t have enough money on him to pay the full amount.

When giving the Machatzis Hashekel, one should refrain from stating that these coins are for “Machatzis Hashekel”, implying
that they are the original sacred coins. Rather he should say that they are a “Zecher L’'Machatzis Hashekel” — a
remembrance of the Machatzis Hashekel, or give them in silence® .

In Piyutim for Parshas Shekalim we plead: "xwai |12 N2 XWX 77w ,xw1 [ITR 11'72V 7119 X" — “The light of Your countenance,
Master, place upon us, and | shall then lift a Shekel in the fitting and exalted house”. The Acharonim explain that the reason
the Paytan chose to refer specifically to a Shekel, and not to the Half-Shekel, is since X2 Tny7? when the Beis Hamikdosh is
built we will donate a full Shekel instead of half. Since the half Shekel is to symbolize our lack of completion, at that time,
when we will attain inner completion the Shekalim will be full, naa n1nna.*®
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