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“To observe them as days of feasting and rejoicing...”

Drinking on Purim: In the Gemara in Meseches Megilla (2"v 't), Rovoh states: X |2 vy K77 7Y X192 'ni0a7 wak a*nn"
"57In N7 mn — “A person is required to become intoxicated on Purim, until he does not know the difference between ~nx
[nn and DT N7, Immediately following this statement the Gemara relates the following story: Rabah and R’ Zeira were
eating together on Purim, and became intoxicated. In his drunken stupor, Rabah “killed” R’ Zeira, but the following morning
resuscitated him. The following year, R’ Zeira declined Rabah’s invitation to join him in the Purim festivities since “not always
do miracles occur’. The Maharsha explains that Rabah did not actually kill R* Zeira; rather, he inebriated him with alcohol
until R’ Zeira lost consciousness'. In any case, R’ Zeirah’s life was certainly endangered to some degree, prompting his
refusal to join the following year.

The Rishonim dispute what exactly is the outcome of this Gemara. Rabbeinu Efrayim and others state, that since the
statement of Rovoh requiring intoxication on Purim is immediately followed with the story of Rabah and R’ Zeirah, the intent is
to demonstrate that the Halacha is not like Rovoh, and one should not intoxicate himself on Purim®. Even these Rishonim
agree that one should still drink some alcoholic beverages on Purim, albeit in a more limited fashion®. The Rif and many other
Rishonim rule in accordance with Rovoh, that one is required to become fully intoxicated on Purim*.

The Tur and Shulchan Aruch rule like Rovoh who requires intoxication, whereas the Rama cites the opinion of other
Rishonim, that one should drink a little more than usual, and then take a nap. While sleeping he is unable to differentiate
between nn Anx and TN N2, and has thereby fulfilled this dictum®. The Rambam may be alluding to this opinion when he
states that “one should drink wine until he falls asleep from drunkenness™. Although the literal interpretation of 2 yT X771 Tv"
"51In M2 nn 2k is understood that one should be so completely disoriented and intoxicated that he cannot differentiate
between two simple, dissimilar statements’, many other alternate explanations are offered:

1) Some Rishonim explain that the numerical value of "nn "x" (502) is equivalent to the value of ">1In 7Ma". A person who
cannot calculate this due to his drunkenness has reached the level of intoxication required by Chazal®.

2) The Bach explains that the intent of Chazal was when a person reaches the level where he confuses the order and first
says "2Tm 7M" and then "jnn 7nx".° Other Rishonim explain similarly, that once one cannot recite the whole song of mwiw
aj7v' in the correct manner, he has reached the required level™.

3) R’ Yisrael Salanter explains that this level, is not a level of obligation; rather a level of exemption. In other words, a person
is required to drink continuously throughout Purim, unless he reaches this extreme level of drunkenness, at which point he is
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no longer obligated in the Mitzva''. Some point out that according to this approach, it is preferable to drink beverages with
lower alcohol content, since the Mitzva is to drink wine, without ever reaching a level of total intoxication'. Other Acharonim
explain in a similar fashion™.

4) Some Acharonim say that it refers to the deeper ideological understanding behind this statement. According to the Mishne
Berurah, this phrase refers to two distinct miracles that took place, the downfall of Haman, and Mordechai taking over his
former prestige and power'. One who has lost the deeper understanding of the phrase is sufficiently intoxicated.

It is interesting to point out, that according to one of the Rishonim, the purpose of drinking on Purim is not for his own
happiness per se, but is rather in order to gladden others. According to this opinion, the Mitzva is to give others by the meal
to drink, in order that he should be entertained by his lively guests'®.

Wine or Other Beverages: The Acharonim discuss if the Mitzva to drink on Purim applies specifically to wine, or includes
other alcoholic beverages as well. The Passuk in Tehillim (1"o 1"j) states "wiax 227 nnw' 1" — “and wine gladdens the heart
of man”, implying that wine specifically initiates gladness and rejoicing, as opposed to other drinks. Rashi explains'® that in
fact this refers to any intoxicating drink and not just to wine. Even so, many Rishonim mention that since the miracles of
Purim took place through wine (i.e. the feast of Achasverosh, the feasts of Esther), one should specifically drink wine on
Purim and not other beverages'”.

Women are not included in the obligation to drink on Purim'®. Some Gedolim would give the women a small amount of wine
on Purim'. Children and people whom drinking may adversely affect their health, are also not obligated in this Mitzvah®.

The Mitzvah to drink on Purim is an aspect of the Mitzva of “Seudah” on Purim®'. The Seudah of Purim is only by day and not
the night preceding it??. Hence, the Mitzva of drinking only applies by daytime as well. According to the Rama, one should
also make a Seudah on Shushan Purim and Purim Kattan, albeit in a reduced fashion. According to the Gr’a, Shushan Purim
is not a day for Seudah outside of Yerushalayim®.

Damaging on Purim: The Gemara in Succah (X"v n"n) relates, that upon the conclusion of the Yom Tov of Succos, people
would grab each other’s Esrogim from another and eat them as a way of displaying their joy in completing the Yom Tov.
Tosfos explains that anytime when the “stealing” or damage to another’s property is done as part of the celebration, the
damager is exempt from paying. The Rosh and other Rishonim disagree, and explain the Gemara that each person would
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eat his own Esrog and not somebody else’s. Stealing, even when done in the course of celebration is forbidden and the thief
is responsible*. The Rama paskens like Tosfos, and if the Minhag is to grab food or drinks without permission on Purim, one
who does so on Purim is not responsible to pay. Similarly, if one accidentally damages another person or his property on
Purim during the celebrations, according to most Poskim, he is not monetarily responsible®®. The Aruch Hashulchan states
that this Din does not apply nowadays®.

The Poskim decry those who imbibe alcohol and thereby transgress many Issurim. Someone who will miss any Brachos,
Netilas Yadayim, Bentching, or Tefillah due to his drinking, should not drink?’. The Mitzva of “Seudah” on Purim is fulfilled
even if one is not intoxicated®. Furthermore, as we mentioned, many Rishonim say that one should only drink a little more
than usual to fulfill this Mitzvah and then take a nap. On the flip side, those who do not intend to drink excessively, should still
be sure to fulfill the words of the Rama by drinking some wine and sleeping for a few minutes. It is questionable if this nap
can be taken at night after Purim, and should preferably be done during the course of the day®. This is a Mitzva just like all
the other Mitzvos of Purim, and requires allocating time for it, no less than the others®.

Davening While Intoxicated: When Chanah (wife of Elkana, mother of Shmuel) went to the Beis Hamikdosh to Daven for a
child, Eli, the Kohen Gadol at the time, assumed her to be drunk, and berated her for this. The Gemara in Berachos (x"v x"7)
learns from this, that it is forbidden for a drunk to Daven. The Meforshim explain that this prohibition applies even to one who
has drunk as little as a Reviis of wine, and not only to someone who is noticeably intoxicated®'. One who Davens in a state of
intoxication is likened to having served Avodah Zoroh*.

The Poskim explain that these Dinim are divided into two levels, one who only drank a little more than a Reviis, and one who
is unable to speak before a dignitary. One who drank more than a Reviis should preferably not begin Davening®. If he
already began, or the time for Davening will pass before the effects wear off, he may Daven in his present state*. The Rama
paskens that nowadays one may Daven after drinking a Reviis even Lechatchila®. If the person is so drunk that he is not 71>
7'mn 197 12717 — able to speak before a dignitary, he may not Daven at all, even if he already began, and even if the time for
Davening will pass®. One who accidentally missed Davening because he was drunk or Davened while he was 12717 71>' 1'%
1'mn 194, should make up what he missed by Davening two Shemonei Esrei’s at the next Tefilah when he is sober”’. Such a
person cannot be included in a Minyan, but may possibly be included in a Zimun®®.

The Gaon explains that the name of "\nox nan hints to its deeper meaning: "non n'72an" — “revealing the concealed”®. That
is to say, that the underlying message of Megillas Esther is, that encrusted and hidden in all natural events is Hashem’s
miraculous master plan. It is up to us to reveal this plan and uncover its secrets — anonn ni7a%. For this reason Hashem’s
name is not mentioned at all in the entire Megillah, since throughout the story His Hand is only subliminally present. Chazal
state Tio xx' | 0101 — the drinking of wine brings out a person’s inner self, his true self that is normally hidden beneath a
facade of outward actions (" and 110 have the same Gematria). For this reason, specifically on Purim we are commanded to
drink to the point of intoxication, to reveal our true self, and ultimately reveal the true miracles behind all of creation®.
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