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“And you shall sanctify him (the Kohen), for he offers up the bread of your G-d...”

The Torah commands us to attribute an elevated status to the descendents of Aharon Hakohen — the Kohanim, treating them
with the status of sanctified objects. Treating them inappropriately is considered a form of Meilah — sacrilege, as they are the
elite servants of Hashem'. The Chinuch explains that by honoring the king’s ministers one has in essence given honor to the
king himself, since their honor is only an extension of the king’s. Similarly, when giving honor to Hashem’s ministers it is in
essence honoring Hashem himself*.

The Gemara in Nedarim (2"0) states: no* n1n 710"71 ,IlUXRY 271, IWRY NINSY ,NWITPAY 12T 757 — "MuTRI" (7xyne' 1 AT NN
JwxY — “The House of R’ Yishmael taught: "mmwTj1" — one must sanctify the Kohen in all matters of sanctity, 1) to “open” first,
2) to say the blessings first, and 3) to take the superior portion first.” The Rishonim explain these three items as follows: To
“open” first, according to the Ran, means that the first Aliyah of Krias Hatorah must be given to a Kohen. According to the
Rosh, it refers to the right of the Kohen to be the first speaker at any event of several speakers®. The second item is that a
Kohen has the right to lead the Zimun during Birchas Hamazon. The third right of the Kohanim, is to receive the first choice of
anything that is being divided. For example, if a tray of food is brought to a table, the Kohen should receive first choice, and
only afterwards should the tray be passed around. We will n"ya discuss the details of each of these rights below.

D’oraysah or D’rabanan: The Rambam and the Chinuch, as well as other Rishonim, count this Mitzva as one of the 613
Mitzvos D’oraysah®. The Acharonim question this opinion, since not always is a Kohen accorded this right. For example, if the
Kohen is unlearned and is in the presence of a Talmid Chochom, (with the exception of Krias Hatorah) the Talmid Chochom
is given the rights over the Kohen®. Furthermore, the Maharik paskens, that if a community has the Minhag on Shabbos
B’reishis to sell the first Aliyah to the highest bidder, if the winner is not a Kohen, the Kohen must step out of Shul and allow
the winner to take the first Aliyah®. This would seemingly point to the fact that the honor of a Kohen does not have the status
of a D'oraysah, and can thereby be waylaid by the Minhag of the Tzibbur or the honor of a Talmid Chochom.

The Emek Bracha explains, that in truth the Kohen has first rights Midoraysah. However, a Tzibbur of ten people is joined
with the presence of the Shechina. Hence, the honor of the Tzibbur by upholding its customs, is also the honor of the
Shechina that is present amongst them. Similarly, the honor of the Torah and a Talmid Chochom is also an extension of the
honor of Hashem. The commandment to favor a Kohen is not to preclude or 1I"n diminish the honor of Hashem. For this
reason, in these cases preference is diverted from the Kohen in deference of the Shechina’. Tosfos states that this Mitzva is
only Midrabanan®, and the Passuk is an xnonox (a mnemonic device used by Chazal; see notes”®).

Kohanim Nowadays: In the above Passuk, the reason for honoring the Kohen is since “he offers up the bread of Hashem”.
In other words, since the Kohanim are the ones chosen to bring the Korbanos, they are given superior status. Based on this,
some Rishonim say that nowadays, when there are no Korbanos being brought, this Halacha no longer applies'™. Another
issue is raised by the Magen Avraham. Kohanim nowadays no longer possess documents of their recorded lineage. The only
basis by which they may be considered true Kohanim, is the fact they have been acting as such uninterruptedly until now,
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and therefore have a Chazaka (assumed status) of being Kohanim. This, he says, may be the reason we are not so
scrupulous in honoring the Kohanim nowadays''. The Maharshal goes further to say that because of the tribulations of the
extended exile; even the Chazaka of Kohanim is questionable'®. Others say that a Kohen must return the money he receives
from Pidyon Haben, due to his questionable status™. The Chazon Ish points out that according to this reasoning, Kohanim
should not be permitted to recite the Bracha for Birchas Kohanim, since they are of questionable status. They conclude that
Kohanim nowadays are not of questionable status, but can only rely on their Chazaka as proof of their status™.

There are several practical differences whether a Kohen is a Kohen Meyuchas (one with recorded lineage) or a Kohen
Chazaka (only of assumed status). According to many Acharonim, Terumah (the Kohen’s portion of produce) and Challah
(the Kohen’s portion of kneaded dough), may only be given to a Kohen whose status is certain'. Furthermore, the Chazon
Ish explains that nowadays (according to the Rama, see below), a person is only believed to assert himself as a Kohen, to
recite Birchas Kohanim and perform other priestly functions, if he does not stand to gain from this monetarily'®. Hence, were
we to give our Kohanim from the priestly gifts of Terumah and Challah, we would then be unable to believe anyone who
declares himself a Kohen. For this reason we do not give our Kohanim Terumah'’. Other Acharonim disagree, and say that
Terumah and Challah even nowadays should be given to Kohanim'®. The Minhag is not to give Matanos Kehuna nowadays,
but for all other functions, they are treated as Kohanim of definitive status.

A person who comes to a city and declares himself a Kohen, according to the Shulchan Aruch, is not believed and may not
recite Birchas Kohanim or receive the first Aliyah. The Rama argues that he is believed for all Dinim. This is the prevalent
Minhag'. Some Acharonim stipulate, that a Kohen is only believed if he is coming from a known place where others can
verify his status. If he is coming from a country or place where no one can verify or contradict his status, he is not believed®.
This may practically apply to Jews who come from Russia and other places where they were not permitted to keep the Torah.

First Aliyah: As we have mentioned, one of the rights accorded to Kohanim, is receiving the first Aliyah of Krias Hatorah.
Although for other privileges a Kohen may waive his rights, he may not give away the first Aliyah to a non-Kohen. Chazal
instituted that a Kohen should always read first, followed by a Levi, to keep a set order to the Aliyos and prevent quarrels?'. If
the Kohen is in the middle of Davening at the beginning of Krias Hatorah and cannot interrupt, a non-Kohen should be called
up rather than keeping the congregation waiting®.

Zimun: A Kohen should be offered to lead the Zimun by Bentching. If the Kohen does not wish to lead the Zimun, he may
defer the honor to someone else. If a non-Kohen is leading, it is not sufficient for him to simply say, nan> niwa — “with the
permission of the Kohanim”, without actually obtaining their permission®. If a Talmid Chochom is present at the meal along
with an unlearned Kohen, one is required to bypass the Kohen and give the honor of leading to the Talmid Chochom. The
scholar may defer the honor to the Kohen, if he so wishes®. According to the Shulchan Aruch, one should never refuse the
offer to lead the Zimun as this can cause one’s life to be shortened 1"n. The Acharonim say that nowadays that everyone
Bentches on their own and doesn't just hear it from the leader, this dictum does not apply. Even so, one should not refuse
without a reasonable reason to do so®.

X"'N "9 2"oR 70 0"anan "1 ,npETR K7 DN 'RI0IN' ANd 119W 01007 'RT N7 'o Uk 0" TwNnn n"ival 0w w"ana 'yl a"o XM Yo X'

'XTI7 2N 0171 D1ND YT 7R L7102 WTIR YT 727am) X7w NP L172920) 0'wintal DNt nivan nidaR ann mnar” ,n"7 'o s p"a w'w'?
X"12n nyTT 2and X"o NN "N NI .172%my winG g RTE NIXAR IRY 7aK 1727202 X7 'RaT anow 1o n"IKk DM9X naa 'vi ey M A any
W'Y NPT 0D DI TYT 0D 0AT
n"o nwnaw X"itnar X" 'wITR w'wha KA P10 nIRC'D 9T Dnda nimmn MAaT 'y, T NIR RN [rre '7a y" e amroa i L,n"77 'o X'ny"aye nyre™
NNl 2" 0"o T'IM 70 vawl ,N"R 'o V'RR YXRI' MAT DY L, 0™EE N"RR 'o V"M N"IY Y"1 912 790 DIwn |IFTON 'MT 'TANY DN 01NdT A"Ro
n" 'o 1910 NN N"iwal X"¥1 'o T 0"NN N"iw 'y .ow W'nnya a1 i n'7*NT n"R 'o 0'nNa 'y ,0MNdN 'oIN' 7Y 790 K'XINT X'DINDD INIX DIINNK
17R NIYN2 wnnwn n'nw and 0"7 NIR "MK 71 niT2mnan 1" 'o 2"n T 0N AT n'iwal 0" NIk n"w ‘o T w'ninwn 2" y"ayn MaT? pwwin pRT
A" IR D 'vn N"Twa V"I AT Ind DM'YO Nivn |:'N'r ,nglu'rp 'w'nw?' m!|74'7

.A"po n"o nwaw X"ITn
[W7 NPTAN [1'oN0 X7 N7 NnNY 0w X™an 11k 'vi .2"po 2"nal ™1n ‘o a"noa 'vi L7"wninna pi 7"nnn owa tin n'ik X" an ,2a"w o T '1"2)15
1277 NN
X'mM1 2" 'R '
[N27 N7 21277 X" T RN "IN 'oa X' 07N, 7IR T K12 XKW nninn DIv D27 N0 'R 0'RN0 171D KITRAT (1T X"7wn 'o X'n T ' 'y
M0v 7ma7 IR g R XY |ué7

"MYT 'NOK 'NIOXT [I') [N'7 71X 'K N7ON7 DUIXY DI'RY DT IRYALLNY 12D INFONA NN '70'w n" D7 N7 71xi,0" e 'or n"s 'o X"'n o"nn’
NO'W D"pnl 1N2T AN A" 'o X' apy' niavw niva 'vi W'y D Nint and 3" ™ 'o aw uin NIV 'yi ,NKIN DIYYT DNIRY NI'REARALD DINT (1D
DINNXR TV XN 2" 'o T'1* DaIwN 'NNo 'vi 0" ‘o X'N V"N and ™Y1, NXI7NE "AY Y7 AMNN? 'R TT 02T A" ‘o YUhKa n"Twnnnn
AT YA nTY
N1 2"wn 'vi D0 "k 2" (DT 10'R W'Y) 09D NX'WA Y7 D2 DX NP 'o wn N"IN X"anal ow w'aar ' "o n"pn 'vi X"o 2"o y"nR X'nnl vy
2NN 21 R"MIN W T V"NRAN 2ANDI,0"WIA T IO W WTMN AT 71T 2Nd (V"NK12 Xam) X"P0 Apy' NvivALL,A"P0 DTN 'YV
.0"np 'o X"n V"MNN n"iw®

"V 2"5N13 71 I 1A A" DX 7oNon 2™70 0w X"Nywal T 370 07 '0 ¥"Iwa Wi 07w YT 190 P DM K'Y 0" 101 NN IR T KT
J1"op 'o X'n X"awnin n"w?
.n"ypo 2"nal a"7po "o 'o X"an>
NN NIYA 72 AN IRY (1D DY N 7100 7ar 1™ and 5" a™po X" 'oal ,NImn DX N nranT v'jro 2"ni o X"an 4
.T"070 2"n 'V Nd>12 DNoN YA X7 n"nl IR T'ATAT XV'WO NYTAI WORWLVIA K"K 1IN LD TR T'NTA DA DX 79N0n ¥"nywal ,3"o XM N"IR yiw®

a"own KR "3 Not intended for use as nwyn n>7n MY NMITT 93 ©
! To subscribe by e-mail, please send a request to: KAIMO@optonline.net



First Choice: Another privilege of the Kohanim is receiving the first choice of portions. If one has guests who are Kohanim or
is attending a Simcha and has Kohanim on his table, he must first offer a Kohen to take first. The same applies when cutting
up the Challah, one must give the first piece to a Kohen. If more than one Kohen is present, he does not have to give first to
all the Kohanim present. It suffices to offer first choice to one Kohen, since this is enough to distinguish the tribe of Kohanim
from others®. Here also a Kohen may waive this right. This Halacha only applies when the non-Kohen is not going to have
any monetary loss by giving the Kohen first choice. If for example, a Kohen and a non-Kohen are splitting a partnership, and
by allowing the Kohen to choose first he stands to lose, he is not required to give the Kohen first choice?. Possibly included
in this Din, is allowing a Kohen to go ahead when standing in line in a bank or store.

Using a Kohen: The Rama (n">j7 0"0) paskens that it is considered sacrilegious (n'7'vn) to ask a Kohen to perform any tasks
for a non-Kohen. Even nowadays when Kohanim no longer serve in the Beis Hamikdosh, they remain in this sacred state. If
the Kohen is “Mochel” (forgoes) on this, according to some Poskim, he may do any task asked of him. Other Poskim say, that
only if he stands to gain (monetarily or otherwise) from this is it permitted. Otherwise, if he is not receiving anything in return,
he may not do these tasks, even if he doesn’t mind. The Mishna Berura says that preferably one should be stringent and
follow the stricter view of these Poskim. If the task is demeaning in nature, he should not do it even if he is Mochel”®. Many
Acharonim stipulate that this stringency is only if one asks the Kohen to do something. If the Kohen voluntarily performs a
task for a non-Kohen, one may be more lenient®. A Kohen may accept a position as a nurse, even if this requires performing
certain demeaning tasks. R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbach 7"¥r paskens, that even though he is permitted to accept such a
position, it is preferable that a Kohen should choose a different means of employment™®.

Although some Poskim permit one Kohen to perform tasks for another Kohen, the K’sav Sofer states that even for another
Kohen he should not do work®. A Kohen that is a minor (below 13) and a Kohen that is a Baal Mum (has a blemish that
disqualifies him from serving in the Beis Hamikdosh), according to some Poskim, are not included in this Mitzva of imwTj1,
since they do not do the Avodah. Others argue that they are included®. A Kohen that does not keep the Mitzvos, according to
the Pri Megadim, is included in this Mitzva, since he is fit to perform the Avodah. All agree that if the Kohen is violating the
Mitzvos of Kehuna (e.g. he is married to a divorcee) that it is forbidden to honor him®.

The Gemara in Pesachim (uv"n) states that an unlearned person should not marry a Bas Kohen. Some Acharonim explain
that since it is nearly impossible that he won’t ask his wife to do things for him, he will end up transgressing this Mitzva of
mmwTpI. This would imply that ImwTj1 applies to a Bas Kohen as well, even though she is not fit to do the Avodah. The Poskim

explain this Gemara in other ways, and do not cite this opinion that requires honoring the daughters of Kohanim as well**.

Leviyim: Although the above Passuk is referring exclusively to Kohanim, we find several instances where Leviyim (who also
served in the Beis Hamikdosh) are given precedence to a regular Yisrael. The Mishna in Horayos (a") states that a Levi is
given Tzedaka before a Yisrael. The Tur paskens that a Levi does not take precedence over a Yisrael in leading the Zimun,
whereas the Bach argues that a Levi does take precedence®. Some Acharonim say that even though he may not have a
Halachic precedence, one who gives this honor to the Levi is rewarded with longevity®. If no Kohen is present during Krias
Hatorah, there is a Machlokes Rishonim whether a Levi should specifically not be given this Aliyah, or if it doesn’t matter and
either a Levi or a Yisrael may be called up®.
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