| 92702 NYI9 I

(nn”’'Rn")

Issue #44 A publication of K’hal Adath Jeshurun of Monsey OO V3E V3

(2™ 'anama) ”...‘n""‘FDi‘! "“7 il
“And the Leviyim shall be Mine...”

In this week’s Parsha the Torah describes the procedure by which the role of the Bechorim (firstborns) was replaced by the
Leviyim. Until the sin of the Eigel (the Golden Calf) and the erection of the Mishkan, the firstborns served the function of the
Kohanim in performing the Avodah. Since the Bechorim were involved in the sin of the Eigel and the Leviyim were not, the
privilege of Kehuna was transferred to the tribe of Levi, with the Kohanim performing the Avodah and the Leviyim performing
other functions'. At this time, Moshe is commanded to count all the Bechorim and the Leviyim, so that each Bechor can be
replaced with a Levi. The Bechorim that exceeded the number of available Leviyim, were redeemed with money instead,
similar to the procedure of Pidyon Haben.

Future Status: The Ohr Hachaim, quoting Chazal, comments, that the demotion of the Bechorim from performing the
Avodah was only temporary. In the future, with the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdosh, the status of Kehuna will be returned
once again to the Bechorim, and both the Kohanim and the Bechorim will perform the Avodah side by side. The Meforshim
grapple to find the source for this revelation of the Ohr Hachaim, since it is not found anywhere in Chazal as quoted®. The
Brisker Rav disagreed with this concept and said that it is unlikely that the Bechorim will ever be returned to their posts®.

It is well known, that the Arizal stated that the words of the Passuk n1o' ann> pr1x end with the name of Korach, to teach us
that in the future Korach will serve as the Kohen Gadol instead of Aharon®. The full explanation of this concept, and if it
should be understood literally or not, is not the purpose of our discussion at this time. However, one obvious question that
can be posed, is that Korach who was a Levi, is not fit at all to serve as a Kohen Gadol who must be a Kohen? One possible
explanation is that Korach was a Bechor and in the future will serve as a Kohen. Interestingly, the Arizal states, that in the
future, the Kohanim and the Leviyim will switch roles completely, and the Leviyim will perform the functions of the Kohanim
and the Kohanim those of the Leviyim®.

Washing Hands: At the time when the Beis Hamikdosh stood, the Leviyim were divided into two groups. One group was
responsible for the locking of the gates to the Beis Hamikdosh, and the other group would sing and play musical instruments
to accompany the offering of the Korbanos. These duties were fixed, and it was forbidden for a Levi to change his role from
one group to the other. A Levi who would perform a function that he was not assigned to was punishable with death®. The
Leviyim would not personally serve the Kohanim, and would only perform these and other side functions that were not
directly involved with the Avodas Hakorbanos’'.

A Kohen prior to performing the Avodah was required to wash his hands and feet with water from the Kiyor. This washing
was considered a part of the Avodah, and had to be done by the Kohen himself without assistance from others. The Leviyim
were never involved in washing the hands of the Kohanim®. Nowadays, prior to Birchas Kohanim the Kohanim are also
required to wash their hands. The Shulchan Aruch states that preferably a Levi should wash the hands of the Kohanim. The
source for this Halacha is from the Zohar, which explains that by the Levi pouring on the hands of the Kohen, he “adds
Kedusha to the Kedusha of the Kohen™. The Zohar adds that the Levi must first wash his own hands prior to washing the
hands of the Kohen. The Mechaber brings this Halacha as well, whereas the Rama states that the Leviyim may rely on the
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washing of their hands in the morning, and do not need to wash specifically for this'®. The Acharonim stipulate that the Levi
may only rely on the washing from the morning if he consciously kept his hands pure from the morning until then. If he did not
consciously do so, he should preferably wash his hands again prior to washing the Kohanim'".

The Beis Yosef cites a Minhag in some places that the Leviyim would also wash the feet of the Kohanim, reminiscent of the
washing in the Beis Hamikdosh. Both he and the Rama agree that this is not the Minhag that we follow'. In some
communities (such as ours) the washing takes place inside the shul at a designated washing basin. Other communities had a
Minhag that the Levi would come over to the Kohen’s place in shul with a basin and wash his hands at his seat'. One
possible reason for this Minhag is so that the Leviyim and Kohanim do not have to miss Chazaras Hashatz while they are
washing. In most communities nowadays, the washing takes place outside the shul. If a Levi will miss out on answering
Amen to the Chazaras Hashatz by leaving the shul, some Poskim say that he should go out anyway. According to R’ Moshe
Shternbuch x"u"7w he should only go out if no other Leviyim have gone. Others say that even if no other Leviyim go out, he is
permitted to remain inside to answer Amen'*.

If in order to exit his seat to wash the Kohanim, the Levi must pass in front of someone who is Davening Shemoneh Esrei, he
should remain in his seat and not go out™. If a Kohen is stuck in a similar situation, he may exit in front of the person
Davening, if no other route is available'. In Eretz Yisrael (where Birchas Kohanim takes place every morning), this Minhag
for Leviyim to wash the Kohanim is often neglected. R° Moshe Feinstein 7"yt writes that there is no basis for the
abandonment of this Minhag, and even in Eretz Yisrael the Leviyim should try to wash the hands of the Kohanim'’. According
to R’ Elyashiv x"u"7v, it is preferable that only one Levi should pour on the hands of each Kohen. In many communities the
Minhag is that many Leviyim pour together'®.

If the Levi is a Talmid Chochom and the only Kohen present is an Am Haaretz (an unlearned person), there is a Machlokes
Acharonim if the Levi is required to wash his hands, since this will cause disgrace to the honor of the Torah. According to the
Magen Avraham, if other Kohanim are available that are learned, the Levi must wash all of their hands including the
unlearned Kohen, so as not to embarrass him by singling him out. According to the Pri Chadash, even in such a case the
Levi may not degrade his Torah stature by washing the unlearned Kohen'®. The Psak of the Mishne Berurah is that the Levi
should always wash the hands of the Kohen, even if he is an Am Haaretz®. It is important to note that this Halacha may
anyway not apply at all nowadays, since according to some Acharonim we do not have any Talmidei Chachamim or Amei
Haaretz at the levels that Chazal had in mind with these Halachos?'.

If no Levi is available to wash, a Bechor (firstborn) of his mother may wash instead. A firstborn of his father does not have
any Kedusha and should not wash. Some Poskim state that only Leviyim should wash and not Bechorim®. If no Levi or
Bechor is available, the Kohen should wash himself, and should not be washed by a Yisrael. One Kohen should also not
wash the hands of another Kohen®. A Levi who is younger than Bar Mitzvah should not wash on his own, but may wash
together with other Leviyim. This is similar to the young Leviyim in the Beis Hamikdosh, who were allowed to sing along with
the others, but could not perform any tasks on their own.

Birchas Hamazon: The Gemara in Berachos (2"v ") discusses if women are required Min Hatorah to recite Birchas
Hamazon. The basis for the question, according to Rashi, is that the Passuk that obligates us in Birchas Hamazon states,
77 N2 WK NAI0N YIRD 72V YRI7R ' IR N0 nvawl N'7R1E— “You shall eat, be satiated, and bless Hashem for the good land
that he has given you”. Women, who did not receive a portion in the land, may not be included in this obligation Min Hatorah.
One practical difference whether their obligation is Min Hatorah or Midrabanan is whether they can be Motzi a man by
reciting Birchas Hamazon for him. Leviyim and Kohanim, who also did not receive a portion of the land, should technically
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also be excluded from reciting Birchas Hamazon Min Hatorah. For this reason, some Rishonim explain that the question of
the Gemara regarding women was never based on receiving a portion in the land to begin with®. Others explain that the
Leviyim did indeed receive some cities and the land surrounding them, and can therefore be included in having received a
portion of the land®. According to the Shiltei Giborim, Kohanim and Leviyim are not obligated Min Hatorah to recite Birchas
Hamazon and cannot be Motzi others?’.

Regarding leading the Zimun, according to the Tur, a Levi does not take precedence over a Yisrael, since there is no Mitzva
of InwTI to honor a Levi. The Bach argues that a Levi does take precedence®®. Some Acharonim say that even though he
may not have a Halachic precedence, one who gives this honor to the Levi is rewarded with longevity®. If no Kohen is
present during Krias Hatorah, there is a Machlokes Rishonim whether a Levi should specifically not be given this Aliyah, or if
it doesn’t matter and either a Levi or a Yisrael may be called up®.

Pidyon Haben: As we mentioned in the beginning, following the erection of the Mishkan, the Leviyim took over the role of the
Bechorim. Each Levi “redeemed” one Bechor, and the remaining Bechorim were required to redeem themselves with money,
which was given to the Kohanim. The Mishna in Bechoros (2"v 'a) states that Kohanim and Leviyim are exempt from the
Mitzva of Pidyon Haben — redeeming their firstborn child, since they themselves were the ones to redeem the Bechorim in
the Midbar. Furthermore, since the obligation of Pidyon Haben is from the mother (the firstborn of the father is not obligated),
even if only the mother is a Kohen or a Levi and the father is a Yisrael, the firstborn child is exempt. If only the grandmother
of the child is a Kohen or Levi the child must have a Pidyon Haben®'.

As we discussed a few weeks ago (#41), our Kohanim and Leviyim lack written pedigrees and are only considered as such
on the basis of Chazaka (assumed status). The Maharshal goes further to say that because of the tribulations of the
extended exile; even the Chazaka of Kohanim and Leviyim is questionable®’. Hence, some Acharonim suggest that
nowadays a Kohen or Levi cannot be positively exempted from Pidyon Haben. According to the Yaavetz, they should
preferably perform Pidyon Haben in order to alleviate all doubt®. Other Acharonim vehemently oppose placing any doubt on
the status of our Kohanim and Leviyim, and certainly do not require Pidyon Haben*.

The Rambam explains, that the reason Shevet Levi did not receive a portion in Eretz Yisrael is “since they are separated to
serve Hashem and to teach His virtuous ways and His righteous laws to the public. For this reason they were removed from
the ways of the world... [insomuch] as they are the soldiers of Hashem... and He provides for them all that they need.” The
Rambam continues, “Not only Shevet Levi alone [is given this status], rather any person from any way of life that dedicates
his heart and realizes to devote himself to stand before Hashem to serve Him, to go in the virtuous ways as Hashem
intended, and to throw off the yoke of the mundane world, such a person has become holiest of the holy. [For this person]
Hashem will be his “portion and inheritance” forever, and He will provide for him in this world enough for what he needs, just
as Hashem provided for the Kohanim and the Leviyim.**
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