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“And they shall be prepared for the third day ...”

Yom Tov Sheini: In the times when Beis Din determined Rosh Chodesh based on witnesses of the new moon, and not on a
fixed calendar (as we do today), each month would sometimes consist of 29 days and at other times have thirty. In order to
inform everyone of the exact day of Rosh Chodesh (in order to determine the correct day of Yomim Tovim), messengers
were sent all over Eretz Yisrael and the Diaspora announcing the day Rosh Chodesh was declared. Since Pesach occurs on
the 15™ of Nissan, the messengers had to reach their destination within the first 14 days of the month to inform the people
which day is Pesach. The places that were unreachable within this time span, would observe two days of Yom Tov since they
could not know which day was correct. During the month of Tishrei (to determine the date for Succos) this time span was
even shorter, since the messengers could not travel on Rosh Hashana or Yom Kippur, and therefore could not reach places
that were a full 13 or 14 days travel away. Hence, certain cities could not be informed at all, whereas others could only be
informed during Nissan but not during Tishrei. Chazal decreed that even those cities which can be informed of the correct
date for Pesach but not for Succos, must observe two days for both Pesach and Succos, regardless of their knowledge. In
other words, each location either observed one day for both Yomim Tovim, or two days. No one was permitted to observe
one day Pesach and two days Succos’. Nowadays, although our calendar is fixed and known to all, those who live outside of
Eretz Yisrael are required to continue observing this ancient Minhag of keeping two days of Yom Tov?.

The date for the Yom Tov of Shavuos is not determined by the day of the month, rather it is fixed 50 days after the first day of
Pesach. Hence, Shavuos never posed a problem for the messengers, since the correct day was easily determined based on
Pesach. As we explained, Chazal decreed that no location should observe two days of one Yom Tov and only one of a
different Yom Tov. Therefore, even though everyone knew the proper day for Shavuos, the places that two days were
observed for Pesach were required to observe two days Shavuos as well’.

The Acharonim point out that although we observe Shavuos on the 50" day of the Omer, Matan Torah actually took place on
the 51% day. Some Acharonim explain that this phenomenon was meant to allude to the future institution of “Yom Tov Sheini
Shel Galuyos” — the second day of Yom Tov observed in the Diaspora®. The reason Shavuos was chosen specifically to hint
the inevitability of Yom Tov Sheini, is since Shavuos is the only Yom Tov which is observed as two days out of surety, not out
of doubt. As we explained, Pesach and Succos have two days, since the exact date was unknown. Shavuos has two days,
because Chazal decreed so, even though there is no doubt regarding the correct date®.

The Chasam Sofer points out that it is seemingly inappropriate for the concept of Yom Tov Sheini, which applies to Klal
Yisrael when they are in Golus, to be alluded to at the time of Matan Torah a time of celebration as a one united nation. He
explains that in fact, the concept of Yom Tov Sheini is not only applicable during the times of Golus, as it will also apply after
the coming of Moshiach. In the future, Eretz Yisrael will include many islands in the Mediterranean Sea, which will not be
accessible by the messengers quickly. These places will need to observe Yom Tov Sheini even after the final Geulah, and it
is to this time that the Torah alluded®. R Elyashiv commented, that with the development of numerous means of
communication after the times of the Chasam Sofer (the invention of the telegraph is first mentioned in the Poskim of the
generation following the Chasam Sofer’), Yom Tov Sheini will not need to be observed anymore, even in remote islands®.

Tikkun Leil Shavuos: The Zohar tells us that the Minhag of righteous people is to stay awake the entire Shavuos night
learning Torah®. The Magen Avraham explains the reason for this Minhag is based on the Medrash that Klal Yisrael slept late
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on the morning of Matan Torah. To rectify our “oversleeping”, we remain awake every year on the eve of the anniversary of
Matan Torah™. This explanation is seemingly inadequate, since if we are trying to rectify oversleeping, it would be more
appropriate to wake up early than to stay awake the whole night. Indeed the Ibn Ezra states that Klal Yisrael was supposed
to stay up the entire night of Matan Torah'". According to this opinion, staying up the whole night is the proper remedy. R’
Chaim Kanievsky x"u"7w explains that (based on a Gemara in Yoma) it is simply easier to stay up all night than to wake up
early in the morning. Hence, the Minhag is to stay up instead of trying to arise early'. In fact, some Rishonim cite the Minhag
of the Terumas Hadeshen to wake up early Shavuos morning to learn with his son, and not to stay up the entire night™.

One well known source for this Minhag to stay up Shavuos night, is the letter written by R’ Shlomo Alkabetz (author of Lecha
Dodi) describing how he, along with other Talmidim of the Arizal, stayed awake both nights of Shavuos to learn. On the
second night they merited to hear a Heavenly Voice praising their great deeds and the tremendous value their learning has to
Hashem™. Beginning from the time that this letter was publicized, the Minhag to stay up became more and more widespread.
No longer would only the devout and learned people stay up, even the simple people would stay awake as well'®. The Arizal
proclaimed that anyone who stays awake the entire Shavuos night learning is assured that he will complete the year
unharmed'®. He (the Arizal) also organized the Tikkun — the specific Pesukim and Mishnayos that should be said"’.

The saying of the Tikkun Leil Shavuos is encouraged by many Poskim (see note #15). The Chida writes that the Minhag to
stay up all night and the Minhag to say the Tikkun are one inseparable Minhag, and it is not possible to just stay up and not
recite the Tikkun'®. Other Acharonim say that the entire institution of the Tikkun was only for the simple people who could not
learn on their own'®, or it is only meant for the extremely devout and pious to say®. According to these opinions, a person
who wishes to learn something else may do so. Many Gedolim would say the Tikkun, and in many communities (including
Washington Heights) the Tikkun was recited together out loud, with everyone’s participation. R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbach 7"xt
would say the Tikkun and x"vn7a' R’ Chaim Kanievsky x"u"7w (following the Minhag of his father the Steipler) and R’ Aharon
Leib Shteinman x"v7w both say the Tikkun on Shavuos night?'.

Women do not need to say the Tikkun. Some Poskim say that if they counted the Omer that they should say the Tikkun. The
Minhag is that women do not stay up Shavuos night to learn??. However, in our Kehilla the Minhag was that the women would
stay up to help serve refreshments during the course of the night. In this way, they also could have a share in the learning of
Shavuos night®.

When reciting the part of the Tikkun that includes Mishnayos, one should preferably try to at least understand the basic
meaning of the Mishna he is saying. Although in regard to Pesukim of the Torah it is considered Limud Hatorah even if one
does not understand the meaning of the words, with Torah Shebaal Peh (Mishnayos) it is only considered learning if the
basic explanation is understood**. Nowadays, with the proliferation of innumerable study aids for understanding Mishnayos, it
is not too difficult to find out the explanation of a Mishna. If one is unable to understand the Mishnayos, it is still beneficial to
recite the words?®.
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Flowers in Shul: The Rama mentions that there is a custom to spread plants and trees throughout the Shul on Shavuos, to
remind us of the beautiful flora that decorated Har Sinai during Matan Torah®*. The Magen Avraham explains that the trees
are to remind us that on Shavuos, the world is judged regarding the fruit of the trees”. The Vilna Gaon discontinued this
Minhag, since the Christians adopted a custom of using trees during their holiday. So as not to appear to be imitating their
custom, the Gaon forbade decorating the Shul with trees®. Other Acharonim defend the Minhag, even though the Christians
have a similar custom®. The Poskim point out, that this problem only applies regarding trees and not to regular flowers and
plants. (With the exception of branches from fir trees etc, which are also used by the Christians.) The Chazon Ish did not
allow any floral decoration in his Shul at all*’. R’ Elyashiv x"o*7w paskens, that in Eretz Yisrael (where most of the non-Jews

are Muslim and this Christian custom is nearly non-existent) one may certainly decorate the Shul, especially if it is only with
flowers and not with trees®'. Some Poskim say that use of synthetic flowers is not a proper fulfillment of this Minhag®.

Eating Dairy: Another widespread Minhag on Shavuos is to eat dairy foods. Many reasons are given for this Minhag: 1) The
Rama explains that by eating dairy foods followed by meat, one will have to have two separate loaves of bread, one for dairy
and one for meat. This is to remind us of the two loaves of bread that were brought on Shavuos in the Beis Hamikdosh®.
According to this explanation, it is clear that a meat meal must also be eaten following the dairy meal, and is not replaced by
it. 2) The Mishne Berura cites another reason, that following Matan Torah and having received the commandments of
Shechita and Kashering, they did not have Kosher meat and dishes available to eat the Yom Tov meal. The only food that
they could eat was dairy food, since these foods were Kosher from before Matan Torah®. According to this reason, it is
possible that the dairy meal on Shavuos should replace the meat meal entirely, (see below). 3) The Kol Bo explains that
since the Torah is compared to milk, we eat milk products in honor of the Torah®. 4) The Beis Halevi explains this Minhag
based on the famous Medrash, that the Malachim protested the giving of the Torah to Klal Yisrael, since they felt that they
were more worthy of being its recipients. Hashem replied to them, that they themselves did not follow the basic laws of meat
and milk, when they ate meat and milk together when visiting Avraham Avinu. The Malachim, having no defense to this
argument, conceded the Torah to us. Since we merited to receive the Torah through the Mitzva of separating meat and milk,
we demonstrate this by eating milk and meat separately®. At least eight other reasons are given for this Minhag, see notes®.

The Gemara in Pesachim (0"p) states that when the Beis Hamikdosh stood, the Mitzva of rejoicing on Yom Tov was by
eating the meat of the Korban Shelamim. Nowadays that we do not have the Korban Shelamim, the Mitzva to rejoice on Yom
Tov is accomplished by drinking wine. The Rambam rules that even nowadays the Mitzva of Simchas Yom Tov is performed
by both eating meat and drinking wine®. The Acharonim discuss if this Mitzva to eat meat nowadays is Min Hatorah or only
Midrabanan®. Furthermore, according to the Shaagas Aryeh the Mitzva of Simchas Yom Tov only applies to the Seudah by
day and not by night*’. For this reason many have the custom to eat an entirely dairy meal on Shavuos night. This was the
Minhag of the Steipler*’. Other Poskim argue that one should eat a meat meal by night as well, and should eat the dairy meal
beforehand, or just as a snack®.

The Yom Tov of Shavuos is more than just the anniversary of Matan Torah. If one merits, he can experience his own
personal Matan Torah on Shavuos. Chazal tell us that for this reason the Simcha of Shavuos is greater than any other Yom
Tov*®. May we be Zocheh to receive the Torah properly. 7'nnn nix7o1 nvani '
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nonvun

A man who is still within the first year of marriage, should not come to the Beis Medrash to learn on Shavuos night. Even in
regard to a Mitzva, such as sleeping in the Succah, the Poskim debate if during niiwxn naw he may leave home. Shavuos
night, which is only a Minhag, he must certainly remain at home*.
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