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Before discussing this week’s topic, a fundamental introduction is appropriate. In this week’s Parsha, the Torah tells us about
two Neviim (prophets) named Eldad and Meidad. Targum Yonasan explains, that Eldad and Meidad were actually Moshe’s
half-brothers. When Kial Yisrael was still in Mitzrayim (prior to the birth of Moshe), Amram, the future father of Moshe (who
was the leader of the generation at the time), decreed that all married couples should divorce, since all male offspring were
being killed by Pharoh. Yocheved (Amram’s wife), after being divorced from Amram, went and married Eltzafan Ben Parnach
and had two sons — Eldad and Meidad. Shortly thereafter, Amram revoked the original decree and remarried Yocheved. A
few months later, Moshe Rabbeinu was born to them'.

A basic question must be asked of the above story. How could it be that Yocheved would blatantly disregard the decree of
her husband, the leader of the entire generation, and go marry someone else in front of him? Is it possible that Yocheved
could have such gall to disobey the explicit instructions of the Gadol Hador?

| have heard several times the following explanation from 1"in R’ Elya Svei x"u"7w: Yocheved was the daughter of Levi the
son of Yaakov Avinu. Amram, her husband, was the grandson of Levi, her nephew. Hence, although Amram was the greatest
figure of his generation, Yocheved (who was also of tremendous stature) was still one generation closer to the Avos,
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. Being one generation closer to the teachings of the Avos, put Yocheved on a completely
different plane than Amram, who was a generation removed. On her level of understanding, she could not be bound by the
ruling of someone of a lower generation, even Amram, since her understanding was immeasurably deeper and superior. The
knowledge and comprehension of a previous generation cannot be compared to that of a later one.

The Gemara in Shabbos (2"y) states, a1 7w MmMN> X71,0MIMND X - D'WIR "2 DIIWKRY DXTL,D'WIN "2 1K - D'DR70 '] DIIWRY DR
.DNINN XYY X7X R 2 01D 11 7wl XoiT [ X1an — “If the early generations are to be compared to angels, we can be
considered people. And if the early generations are to be compared to ordinary people, we are considered donkeys, and not
like the donkeys of R’ Chanina Ben Dosa and R’ Pinchas Ben Yair (who were scrupulous in the Torah like their masters),
rather like ordinary donkeys.” R Shlomo Wolbe 7"x1 explains, that the Gemara did not say that “if the previous generations
were great, we are very small”, rather the Gemara tells us that we are a completely different species, beyond comparison.
Just as a human being is not just a lowly angel and a donkey is not just a lowly human, rather they are totally divergent
creations incomparable one to another, so too, the difference between the earlier generations and a later one is beyond
comparison, a completely different level in which we cannot grasp®.

When approaching a story such as the story of Miriam speaking Lashon Hora about Moshe Rabbeinu, it is incumbent upon
us to realize our total inability to truly comprehend the miniscule deviation from the Torah that occurred. oy TR n"apn
nywn vind 1o — Hashem is fastidious with those who surround Him (Tzaddikim) like the thickness of a hair. The
expectations demanded of our forbearers are beyond our grasp, and their misdeeds are indiscernible to us. However, the
stories in the Torah are meant to teach us valuable lessons which we can comprehend, and which often many Halachos can
be derived. This is especially true regarding the story of Miriam, since many laws of Lashon Hora can be learned from it°.

The Story of Miriam: At the end of this week’s Parsha, the Torah relates the following story: nITIX 2y nwna pnxl bn 12T
DON'Y D' DX MAT X VAW AN L3V TYa N T LD YRt aaT D2 DA K70 N 2T nwna R 70 NRRY GNP TWR DTYIDN WRD
X7 YITnl ,0'2' 'n NINNIENITNA X710 NXIAL 12 QTR N9 78 N9 ,NIN AXK] M2 701 nwn 'Tay D X7 ,12 127X D170 YTINR 9% AN '
JIWIIXN NI DN 2R DR (91 ...02 "N R N .AwNa TTava 1aT? DY - “And Miriam and Aharon® spoke regarding the Kushite®
wife that Moshe took [and had now separated from her]... and they said, “Did Hashem only speak with Moshe, surely he
spoke with us as well [and we did not separate from our spouses?].” And Hashem heard. And Hashem came in a pillar
cloud... and said, “Hear My words, if you shall have a G-dly prophecy, in an unclear vision you will be informed, in a dream |
will appear. Not so with My servant Moshe, in all My House he is trusted. Mouth to mouth | speak with him, in a clear vision
without riddles, and on the image of G-d he has gazed — why have you not feared to speak about My servant Moshe”. And
Hashem’s anger burned at them... and Aharon turned to Miriam and she was afflicted with Tzaraas...” This story is
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commonly referred to as “The story of Miriam”, one of the basic events in our history, that we are required to constantly
remember. From this story the Torah shows us the magnitude of the sin of Lashon Hora, and care one must take to avoid it°.

There are differing opinions in the Midrashim if Miriam’s intent when speaking with Aharon was for a “Toeles” — constructive
purpose, or not. According to Avos DR’ Nosson, Miriam complained that Moshe was acting in a haughty manner considering
himself superior to them. Her intent was not to reunite Moshe with his wife’. Other Rishonim explain in a similar manner, that
Miriam did not speak her words with constructive intent®. Had she spoken with the intent to reunite husband and wife, her
words would have been permitted. Other Midrashim explain that Miriam intent was for a constructive purpose. Since her
assumptions were wrong it is considered Motzi Shem Rah — slander, even though her intentions were good®. Some
Acharonim say that this scenario is considered Lashon Hora and not Motzi Shem Ra, since almost always Lashon Hora
refers to false gossip, not in the facts themselves but in their presentation and the conclusion surmised'. Only when the
actual facts are also false, it is called Motzi Shem Rah instead of Loshon Hora.

The Chofetz Chaim explains similarly that Miriam having heard that Moshe had separated from his wife Tzipporah, wrongly
assumed that Moshe had decided to do so without Hashem’s approval. She therefore told Aharon that Moshe assumes
himself to be greater than all other Neviim, since no other Navi, including the Avos, separated from their wives. In truth,
Moshe was right for doing so, as it was necessary for him to remain in a constant state of purity since Hashem spoke to him
on a regular basis. According to this explanation, Miriam intended to correct a wrong situation, and had her assumption been
true it would have been permitted to discuss the matter with Aharon. However, being that her assumption was wrong, she
transgressed the Mitzva to judge another person favorably, and her words were considered Lashon Hora'".

Prior to Matan Torah all of Klal Yisrael was required to separate from their wives for three days. After Matan Torah, Hashem
commanded Klal Yisrael to return to their normal lives, with the exception of Moshe who should remain separated. Tosfos
explains that in fact, Moshe had already decided to separate from Tzipporah on his own accord. The Torah’s commandment
at this time was only confirming Hashem’s approval of his actions. They explain that Miriam’s complaint was that had Moshe
not decided to separate from Tzipporah on his own, Hashem would never have commanded him to do so. Only after Moshe’s
independent decision did Hashem approve his actions'?.

Another point disputed in the Midrashim is if Moshe was present during the conversation of Miriam with Aharon. According to
one opinion Moshe was indeed present, and chose to accept the rebuke in silence'. According to other Midrashim, Moshe
was not present, and Miriam spoke with only Aharon present'. The Sifri learns from here that even if no one else is present
to spread the gossip further, it is still considered Lashon Hora.

The Chofetz Chaim tells us, that even if the Lashon Hora being spoken will not cause any shame or damage to the anyone, it
is still forbidden, since the Torah warns against ever speaking disparagingly of a fellow Jew, regardless of the results. This
was clearly illustrated here, where the Lashon Hora was spoken only with Aharon, and no further disgrace was brought on
Moshe. Even so, the very fact that derogatory words were spoken constitutes Lashon Hora'®.
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In light of this, the question arises regarding if one may speak Lashon Hora about someone who permits the Lashon Hora to
be spoken about him. The Chofetz Chaim omitted this case from his Sefer entirely. The reason for this omission, he said,
was since he was not completely convinced of its permissibility, although it almost certainly is permitted'®. Other Poskim,
including R’ Elyashiv X"u";w, pasken that in this case Lashon Hora is permitted, since this is no different than allowing
someone to steal from you'’. (See issue #39 for further discussion.) For this reason some Meforshim say that Miriam did not
really speak Lashon Hora at all, since Moshe was not bothered by her words'®.

The Acharonim ask: how could it be that Miriam did not realize that Moshe was greater than all Neviim. One of the thirteen
tenets of the Torah is that Moshe is the greatest of all Neviim, of both those preceding him and those following him? R’
Elchonon Wasserman 1"n answers that in fact this tenet was only taught at this point. In Hashem’s admonition of Miriam,
Hashem explains that Moshe’s level of prophecy exceeds that of all Neviim. This fact had not been known until then™.

Remembering Maaseh Miriam: In Parshas Ki Seitzei the Torah states: bmn% 'n nwy "wx nx DT — “Remember that which
Hashem did to Miriam”. The Chofetz Chaim states that whenever a person speaks Lashon Hora aside from other
transgressions, he also transgresses this commandment, since by speaking Lashon Hora he is clearly not recalling the
lesson learned from Miriam®.

This is not the only place where we are commanded to remember a specific event in our history. In no less than ten places
are we commanded to remember a certain event or concept. They are: 1) Yetzias Mitzrayim, 2) Matan Torah, 3) Amaleik, 4)
the story of Miriam, 5) the Mitzva of Shabbos?', 6) the Eigel, 7) that Hashem is the one who gives us strength, 8) the Mon in
the Midbar, 9) the story of Bilaam trying to curse Klal Yisrael, 10) Yerushalayim. In many Siddurim only the first six of them
are printed after Davening, however the Yaavetz lists all ten?”. The Magen Avraham states that the first six are hinted to in
the ending of the Bracha of Ahava Raba and Krias Shema, and one should have them in mind while saying this Bracha®.
The Mishne Brura omits this Halacha, possibly since one is required to speak them out specifically and not just hint to them?.
According to the Aruch Hashulchan, nowadays we are not required to mention these nin't, each for its own reason®.

Only one of these nn'>1 — remembering to eradicate Amaleik, is given its own special leining. The Magen Avraham explains
that the reason for this is since Shabbos and Matan Torah have a specific reading on Shavuos. The Eigel and the story of
Miriam are not given a special leining since they are shameful events?®. Another possible explanation is that only eradicating
Amaleik is required to be leined in public, since it is meant to gather together everyone to fight Amaleik, which is not the
purpose of the other nn1.%’

The Ramban explains, that the Torah commanded us to constantly remember the story of Miriam, since it will serve to
strengthen our vigilance in speaking Lashon Hora®®. Lashon Hora is a sin that almost everyone stumbles into, and it therefore
requires a constant reminder, by learning the Sefer Chofetz Chaim and constantly reviewing its laws.
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