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“And Moshe was very angered, and he said to Hashem: Do not accept their offerings...”

At the height of Korach'’s rebellion, Moshe challenges Korach and his supporters to the ultimate test. He commands that all
those who challenged Aharon’s legitimacy should bring an offering of Katores on the following day. At this point Moshe turns
to Hashem and pleads, “Please do not accept the Tefilos and the Korbanos of Korach”'. These words of Moshe Rabbeinu
are seemingly quite inappropriate. Korach and his cohorts have just challenged the basic tenets of the entire Torah — the
authenticity of Moshe’s divine instructions. Clearly, Hashem would show to Klal Yisrael once and for all that all of Moshe
words are true and divinely initiated. Why then would Moshe need to beseech Hashem not to accept the Tefilos of Korach,
when they clearly cannot and will not be accepted?

The Maasas Hamelech explains that, unbelievable as it may be, the power of a Tefilah is something that is ingrained in
nature. A person who utters a Tefilah with the right concentration can have an affect, even in the most impossible
circumstances®. We find in several places that through Tefilah, Hashem is 71>2> compelled to respond, even when the
individual is unworthy. In Parshas Vaeschanan, Moshe relates to Klal Yisrael how Hashem commanded him to cease from
asking further to be allowed into Eretz Yisrael, lest He 71515 be forced to concede®. Similarly, the Kohen Gadol on Yom
Kippur had to Daven that the Tefilos of the travelers (who pray that it should not rain) not be accepted, since even a prayer
that is detrimental for everyone except for the individual praying, can have an affect’.

Tefilah B’tzibbur: Chazal tell us that a person’s Tefilah is more readily accepted when uttered together with a quorum
(B’tzibbur). In many other places Chazal elaborate on the greatness of Davening with a Minyan®. The Mabit gives three
reasons for this: 1) The presence of a Minyan allows for the recitation of nwiTpaw 02T such as Kaddish and Barchu. The
Gemara tells us that only when ten men stand together in prayer is the Shechinah present, listening to their Tefilos®. 2) Any
Mitzva that is performed as a group is more valuable than the sum of its parts. This can be compared to the phenomenon,
that several people carrying an object can collectively carry more weight than the total individual strength of each person. By
Tefilah as well, the power of a group Davening well exceeds that of several individuals’. 3) A Tefilah without concentration is
not accepted. When the same Tefilah is uttered together with a Tzibbur it is more likely to be accepted as a part of the
group®. The nTiavn wwi Tio' states that even the Tefilah of a complete Tzaddik uttered in total concentration, does not equal
that of a 212'¥a n'7'on. (Other Acharonim disagree, see notes)®.

The Shlah asks: How can Chazal assure us that the Tefilah of a Tzibbur is never rejected. For thousands of years Kilal
Yisrael has davened three times every day for the hastening of the redemption, without any response? He offers two
answers: 1) Hashem fulfills every Tefilah in some form, albeit not in its full manner. Our Tefilos for redemption help for the
small redemptions and miracles we witness on a daily basis. 2) Chazal did not mean that the Tefilah's request will
necessarily be fulfilled. The intent of Chazal is that a W1a'¥a n'7'on is not rejected, and receives recognition as a Tefilah. The
reward for Davening is held for the person Davening, although his request may not be fulfilled. The Kaf Hachaim explains
differently, that every Tefilah is indeed accepted and will be fulfilled when the proper time comes. A Tefilah B'tzibur is always
fulfilled, just not necessarily at the moment it is uttered'®. This can be compared to a parent who instead of refusing his child’s
request, responds, “Yes, but not at the moment”.
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According to the Rambam, we are required to Daven every day Min Hatorah''. Even so, the Mitzva to Daven B’tzibbur is only
Midrabanan'. Some Acharonim state that the entire institution of 112'¥a n'7'on started in the era following the Churban Beis
Hamikdosh. At the time when the Beis Hamikdosh stood and the Shechinah was always present in Klal Yisrael's midst, each
individual would Daven in his own words in private. Only following the Churban did the n'ziman no1 'wax institute a specific
text for Davening, and that Davening should take place B’tzibbur™.

The Shulchan Aruch when mentioning the Halacha requiring n1a'¥a n'2'on, uses the word "7Thw'" — “one should try” to Daven
with a Minyan™. R’ Moshe Feinstein %"yt states that the intent of the Shulchan Aruch is not to imply that this Mitzva is optional
at all. The intent with using this wording was to refer to the Halacha that one is not required to travel more than 18 minutes
out of his way to find a Minyan™ (see below). The Poskim state clearly that this Mitzva is obligatory™. In fact, according to
some of the Rishonim, if one missed Davening B’tzibbur and later found a Minyan, he is required to Daven again B'tzibbur'’.

Defining “B’tzibbur”: In defining precisely what is considered Davening B’tzibbur, there are several different levels, each of
which have varying degrees of preference. We will list these levels in descending order. The Chayei Adam defines Davening
B’tzibbur as ten people starting Shemoneh Esrei together. According to the Mishna Berurah, preferably all ten people should
start Shemoneh Esrei at the same moment to be considered a complete q12'¥a n''on." Others state that as long as a person
starts while the Tzibbur is saying the first Bracha of Shemoneh Esrei, it is considered a q1a'va n'7'on." Even according to
these opinions, one who came late should try to begin Davening while the Tzibbur is still Davening, as this is considered
B’tzibbur to some degree. R* Moshe Feinstein 7"x1 argues that it is not necessary to start at the exact same time as the
Tzibbur, as long as they are Davening at the same time, since anyway all ten cannot possibly Daven word for word
together®. If one missed Davening together with the Tzibbur, it is still somewhat considered q12'¥a n'7'on to start Davening as
long as at least one other person is still Davening. According to some Poskim, one may skip parts of Pesukei D’zimrah to
catch up and Daven Shemoneh Esrei, even if only together with one person®’.

The Chasam Sofer rules that one who missed Davening together with the Tzibbur can still fulfill niarxa n%7'on by Davening
word for word with the Chazzan as he recites the Chazaras Hashatz®?. R’ Moshe Feinstein 7"yt argues that this cannot
possibly be considered 112'¥a n'7'on since the Tzibbur is no longer Davening. The Chazon Ish states that although Davening
with the Chazzan is not a true 11a'¥a n'7'on, it does have some of its qualities®. The Chofetz Chaim would often be unable to
keep up with the Tzibbur due to his intense concentration. He would therefore often end up Davening together with the
Chazaras Hashatz*. If a person missed Davening with the Chazaras Hashatz, according to some Acharonim, there is still
benefit for him to Daven Shemonei Esrei while the Tzibbur is saying Ashrei and |I'¥7 xa1.%°

If a full Minyan of ten people that have not yet Davened is not present, Kaddish and Barchu may be recited in the presence of
four people that have davened and six who have not. R’ Shlomo Zalman Aurbach 7"xt1 states that such a Minyan is not
considered having Davened B’tzibbur®. Others state that it is indeed considered 1a'xa n%'on.?” The Chazon Ish explained,
that the quiet Shemoneh Esrei of six people is certainly not ni1a'xa n'7'on. However, the Chazaras Hashatz that is recited with
the presence of the additional four people is considered N1ar¥a n'7'on. Hence, only by Shacharis and Mincha, when Chazaras
Hashatz is recited, can people who have already Davened be included to consider this a 71a'xa n'2'on. By Maariv where there
is no Chazaras Hashatz, it cannot be considered 11a'¥a n%on at all®. R’ Mordechai Bennett 7"x1 states that although it is not
a 11a'xa n'7'on with less than ten people in a Minyan, even two people who Daven together have some of the advantages of a
112'¥2 n'7'on that is not rejected by Hashem?.
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Separate rooms: The Poskim discuss how close together the ten people must be to be considered one Minyan. The
Shulchan Aruch states that if some of the Minyan is in a separate room, even if there is an open doorway between the rooms,
the two groups cannot be combined to form one Minyan. If the two groups can see each other from the separate rooms (for
example, if some people are standing in the Ezras Nashim), they may be combined to form a Minyan. If there already is a
Minyan in the first room, it is questionable if a person standing in the other room is considered to be Davening B’tzibbur. The
Mishne Berurah says that for this reason, a person should preferably not Daven in a separate room or in the Ezras Nashim®.

Traveling: Many Acharonim say that one should not travel to a place where he will not have a Minyan to Daven with, unless
it is for business, health or a Mitzva®'. If someone finds himself in a place without a Minyan, he is not required to travel more
than 18 minutes (or a total of 36 minutes back and forth) out of his way to find a Minyan®. A person is also not required to
spend money in order to obtain a Minyan. If one will not sustain a loss, and will only be losing out on profit by Davening
B'tzibbur, he is required to do so®. Spending money on gasoline to drive to Minyan is not considered a loss, if one drives
whenever he wants to go somewhere®. The Ksav Sofer assures anyone who is scrupulous in 112'¥a n'7'on that he will not
lose out financially at all because of it*.

Often when flying on long flights, one is forced to Daven on the airplane. Many Halachic Shailos arise in this scenario®. In
regard to n1a'¥a n'7'on, the Acharonim say that the backs of the seats are not considered a division and even if seats are
between people they can be combined for a Minyan®’. Even so, some Gedolim suggest not to Daven with these Minyanim,
since one cannot concentrate properly while being pushed and shaken around in the crowded aisles. Instead a person
should stay in his seat and Daven with Kavanah®.

Women cannot be included in a Minyan and are not required to Daven with one. Even so, it is praiseworthy for a woman to
go to Shul to Daven with the Tzibbur®. A minor (under Bar Mitzva) cannot be counted for a Minyan either. In a case where no
other men are available, such as when traveling, some Poskim permit counting a child older than six as part of the Minyan.
Some say that the child should hold a Chumash in his hand during the Davening®.

The Chacham Tzvi discusses if a person that was created using the “Sefer Yetzirah” — commonly called a “Golem”, can be
considered part of a Minyan*'. The Acharonim give many reasons why he cannot be part of a Minyan*. Furthermore, some
say that the Golem would have to wait 13 years in order to be considered “Bar Mitzva” and be included in a Minyan®.
Interestingly, the Mishna Berurah brings this Halacha from the Chacham Tzvi, even though it is not a very practical question.
The Chofetz Chaim’s son asked his father why he would mention this obscure and hypothetical question in a practical sefer
like the Mishna Berurah. The Chofetz Chaim explained that he purposely included this Halacha in order to teach us that we
must realize that even in our generation it is possible to reach tremendous spiritual heights, and be able to perform
supernatural feats such as creating a Golem. We should never despair from reaching such lofty levels**.
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