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“This is the Torah, a person who dies in a tent...”

Chazal explain this Passuk, which begins the discussion of the Tumah of a corpse, to also metaphorically refer to the Mitzva
of learning Torah. In the Gemara in Shabbos (:29), R’ Yonasan learns from here, that even up to the moment of one’s death
he should constantly be learning Torah. Reish Lakish states, that from here we see that Torah can only be properly learnt by
someone who “kills” himself over it, in a figurative sense. The Rambam paskens, “Every man in Klal Yisrael is obligated to
learn Torah, whether he is poor or rich, healthy or sick, young or old and frail... Until when is one obligated to learn Torah -
until the day of his death, as it says, “Lest the Torah leave your heart all the days of your life”". Learning Torah is not only a
means to an end, a gathering of knowledge for practical application, it is also an end onto itself, to be learned even at the
moment of death, when no practical application is possible.

Although every person is required to dedicate some time, by day and by night, to learning Torah, one who cannot dedicate all
his time to learning, has another option which is comparable®. This is commonly referred to as a “Yisachar Zevulun”
arrangement. The Medrash tells us, that Zevulun would travel overseas on business and would thereby support Yissachar
financially, enabling Yissachar to dedicate all his time to learning Torah. In Moshe Rabbeinu’s Bracha to the Shevatim,
Zevulun is mentioned before Yissachar, since Yissachar's learning is only due to Zevulun’s support’. The Mishna mentions
Tannaim who had similar arrangements to this, even mentioning the Halacha of the Tanna together with the name of his
supporter, to show that his learning is due to him*. Although it is never possible to purchase a Mitzva from another person
since the reward for a Mitzva can only be given to the one who performed it, this arrangement is not a purchase. In a
purchase, the Mitzva has already been performed. In our case, by providing support beforehand in order to enable Yissachar
to learn, Zevulun receives reward, since he is the cause for the learning®.

The Rama states that in a “Yissachar Zevulun” deal, the two parties divide the reward for the learning. This would seem to
imply that Yissachar loses part of his reward to Zevulun, in exchange for Zevulun’s support®. Many Acharonim state clearly
that this is not the case, and although Zevulun receives reward for his portion in the learning, nothing is deducted from the
reward coming to Yissachar’. Not only does Zevulun “split” the reward of the learning, but he will receive that knowledge as if
he has learned the Torah himself. In Shomayim this person will be able to sit in the Yeshiva Shel Maaloh and understand the
learning that he never learnt, since the learning was through his support®. The Gemara refers to a man named Tudus as a
man of great stature, although he himself was not a Talmid Chacham and only supported Talmidei Chachamim?®.

According to R’ Moshe Feinstein 7"x1, in order for Zevulun to have an equal share in the learning, he must arrange to divide
his profits equally with Yissachar, as true business partners. The Chofetz Chaim states, that it is sufficient for Zevulun to
provide Yissachar with his needs so that he can learn without worry, and they do not have to divide equally’. R* Moshe
Feinstein also states that it is preferable to support a younger student to assist him in becoming an accomplished scholar,
than to support an already accomplished Talmid Chacham, although both are certainly good. Other sources state that it is
preferable to support a Talmid Chacham who teaches others''. When Dayan Yisrael Yaakov Fischer 7"x1 (later to become
the T"axn of Yerushalayim) was still a Bachur, he had a “Yissachar Zevulun” agreement for the years leading up to his
marriage and the first five years afterwards. The contract was signed by R’ Isser Zalman Meltzer 7"x1. R’ Isser Zalman
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himself, states that those who helped him publish his Sefer 71xn jax, have a portion in it like Zevulun'. Although the benefits
of supporting Torah are enormous, and are nearly as good as learning Torah itself, supporting Torah does not exempt a
person from dedicating part of his day and night to learning Torah™.

There are several people who are specifically commanded to support others in their learning. A father is required to teach his
children Torah and (if he cannot do so himself) to pay for their tuition towards a proper Torah education. Chazal state that the
money a father spends on supporting his children in learning Torah is not deducted from the set amount of income allocated
to him on Rosh Hashana'

Women: The Gemara in Berachos (1) questions, how can women, who are not commanded to learn Torah, merit reward in
the Olam Haba? The Gemara answers, that by bringing their children to school and waiting at home for their husbands to
return from learning, they merit a share in Talmud Torah. The Chazon Ish once admonished a Kollel Yungerman, “You made
a “Yissachar Zevulun” deal with your wife when you married her. If you don’t learn to the fullest, you are cheating the
partnership”’®. Chazal tell us that the assurance given to women regarding Olam Haba is greater than the assurance given to
men'®. The Netziv explains this concept as follows: Women accomplish their requirement of Talmud Torah purely by
supporting their husbands and children in their learning. The husband can only receive reward for the actual learning that he
does, and will be punished for wasting time not learning. The wife cannot be punished for the times her husband did not
learn, since she performed her duty to support and help him to the fullest. Hence, the women can be more assured of their
reward in Olam Haba'. The Shulchan Aruch Harav points out, that a woman who learns Torah on her own, will only receive
a minimal reward, since she is not commanded in this Mitzva. However, if she helps her husband in his learning she receives
a portion in her husbands learning, a Mitzva that he is commanded to perform, whose rewards are tremendously greater'®

The Mishna in Sotah (:x>) cites a Machlokes if women are obligated in the Mitzva to learn Torah. R’ Eliezer states that they
are not obligated, and teaching a girl Torah is likened to teaching her “Tiflus” (often translated as foolishness, see notes)'
The Rambam and the Shulchan Aruch pasken in accordance with R’ Eliezer, that women are not obligated to learn and it is
forbidden to teach them. (The Rambam states clearly that it is forbidden and not just inadvisable)®®. They explain that,
although both an>aw naim and no 7vaw nin (the Written and Oral Law) are forbidden to teach, it is only considered teaching
“Tiflus” in regard to no 7vaw nim and not an>aw nain. Other Poskim permit teaching an>aw nnin even L'chatchila, and only
forbid no Ywaw nn®'. The Rama points out that this does not apply to the Halachos that apply to women, since they are
required to know these applicable laws®. Girls may not learn Mishanayos or Gemara since this is n® Ywaw nn, however
they may learn a small part of Gemara for reference purposes®. Some Poskim disapprove of learning Meforshim on
Chumash other than Rashi, such as Ramban®. The Satmar Rav maintains that even learning Rashi’s explanation on
Chumash is forbidden to learn, since it includes Midrashim that are beyond the basic understanding of the Pesukim?®

The Prishah explains that this prohibition only applies to teaching Torah. If the girl decides on her own to learn Torah in spite
of her being exempt and having not been taught, she has thereby shown herself to be an exception to the rule of Chazal, and
is permitted”®. (Nowadays, when 1"niva it has become in some circles a social norm and even fashionable for girls to learn
Gemara, the empirical evidence of such a girl being an exception may not apply). In fact, many women in the past were quite
learned. The Prishah’s own wife is the source of some Halachos regarding Hadlokas Neiros®’. Rashi’s daughter would help
her father write when he was too weak to do so himself”®. The Maharshal describes how his grandmother would give a Shiur
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to Bachurim from behind an enclosure®. Perhaps the most well known is the story of Bruriah, the wife of R* Meir, whose
opinion is cited in the Tosefta disputing with other Tannaim. The final ruling in this case is with her opinion®.

The concept of a “Bais Yaakov” school for girls began in Poland after World War I. During that time, the effects of the
“Enlightenment” had begun to erode the spiritual walls of the Jewish home. Outside influences that had never been felt
before, were suddenly beginning to take hold and ensnare many Jewish girls. The Jewish education that had always been
provided by the home environment was no longer an effective way of educating Jewish girls. The concept was originally met
with resistance by some Rabbonim. Until the Chofetz Chaim paskened that the times require that a formal education
including Tanach, Pirkei Avos and Mussar be provided for girls, lest they be affected by the negative effects of the outside
world®'. With the support of the Chofetz Chaim, R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzensky and R’ Meir Shapiro 7"xt,* the concept took hold,
eventually growing to be the standard “Bais Yaakov” system of today.

Chazal often mention various actions and foods that are “Kosheh L’Shikcha” — cause one to forget his learning. Since women
are not required to learn Torah, they are not prohibited to do these things. R’ Chaim Kanievsky x"u"7w writes, that even a
young boy who has not started learning yet should refrain from these things, since it may affect him in the future®.

Non-Jews: The Gemara in Sanhedrin (0") states that a non-Jew that learns Torah is liable to capital punishment*. The
Gemara explains that although this is not one of the seven Mitzvos commanded to non-Jews, it is included in the prohibition
to steal, since the Torah is considered the possession of Klal Yisrael. A Goy is only permitted to learn the Halachos of the
Seven Noachide laws, since they apply to him*. Some Acharonim say that a Goy is only prohibited to learn Torah on his
own. If a Jew teaches him it is permitted, since it is as if the owner has given him permission to take his possession®. Most
Poskim disagree and forbid teaching a Goy any part of Torah. Some even forbid teaching a Goy the Hebrew alphabet® .
Others say that it is comparable to women, and the Written Torah is permitted, whereas no 7vaw n1in is not™®.

In recent times the Shailoh has cropped up regarding teaching Torah on the radio, and through other means of
communication. Since anyone, including non-Jews, can listen to the Torah being taught, this may be a problem of teaching
Torah to Goyim. R’ Elyashiv x"u"w states that only Halachos that pertain to them as well (such as monetary laws and nip%n
nianyn) can be taught via a medium where a non-Jew is likely to listen such as the radio®. Related to this question, is the
controversy regarding the translations of the Gemara and other texts to English, since this makes these texts readily
available to non-Jews. Chazal tell us that when the Greek king Talmai (Ptolemy) decreed that the Torah should be translated
to Greek, the world was plunged into darkness for three consecutive days*’. R’ Elyashiv, in his letter of approbation to the
Artscroll translation of the Gemara, explains that the reason in today’s day and age it is necessary to produce such a
translation, is due to the fact that there are anyway several translations of the Gemara (in Hebrew and English) available to
the public that are (at best) inaccurate and sometimes worse. To fix this problem a project such as Artscroll is a necessity*'.

The Magen Avraham tells us that today (Erev Shabbos) is a fast day for Tzaddikim (when it isn't Rosh Chodesh), since in the
year 1242, on Erev Shabbos of Parshas Chukas, 20 wagonloads of Seforim were burnt in the city of Paris. Although usually
fast days are set by their calendar date and not by the day of the week, with this event the Gedolim saw a correlation
between the tragedy and our Parsha. In the first Passuk of the Parsha "naimn njzn nxt", Onkelos translates: "knix na'ma 71"
— which can be understood as: “This is the decree against the Torah™?. This Shabbos is especially important for us to
strengthen our Limud Hatorah, to defeat those who wish to attack us and the Torah.
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