(nn”’'Rn")

Ere ] $EETY 190

Issue #50 A publication of K’hal Adath Jeshurun of Monsey D5 DY P Y3

(a"22">12Tm) ”."BN-\Q”h ﬂU‘P NB'\ ,b“'ﬁ”b s NB "«

“For there is no enchantment in Yaakov, and no sorcery in Yisrael...”

The beginning of this week’s Parsha relates the story of Balak and Bilaam’s attempt to curse Klal Yisrael and thereby bring
about our downfall 1"n. Chazal tell us that Bilaam was no ordinary person. In fact the Sifri states, that although the Torah says
that no Navi ever existed like Moshe Rabbeinu, that is only in regard to Klal Yisrael. Amongst the non-Jews there was a Navi
like Moshe Rabbeinu, namely the wicked Bilaam'. Many Meforshim grapple to explain this baffling statement of Chazal. One
of the clearest explanations is that just as there are many levels that can be attained in Kedusha and closeness to Hashem,
there is also an equal amount of levels in Tumah that can be reached. Bilaam “excelled” in attaining the farthest levels of
Tumah, diametrically equaling the levels Moshe Rabeinu attained in Kedusha?.

The Kav Hayashar explains that Bilaam was a master at performing Kishuf — sorcery, having learnt from the Malachim — Aza
and Azael who were banished from Shomayim in Parshas Breishis (see Rashi)’. When Bilaam realized that his sorcery would
not be able to affect Klal Yisrael, he resorted to a different tactic. He suggested to Balak that he allow the women of Midyan
to cause Kilal Yisrael to sin. In this way they would lose their divine protection and could be affected by his powers. This
alternate plan was somewhat successful, and caused 24,000 people to be killed in an epidemic. In response, Klal Yisrael
attacked Midyan, wiping out the entire adult male population and taking the rest as captives. Bilaam, fearing for his own life,
used his powers of sorcery to fly up in the air, out of reach of the Jewish soldiers. Upon seeing this, Pinchas evoked the
Name of Hashem and thereby was able to fly up to Bilaam and slay him*.

The Torah forbids us from practicing sorcery or magic, since these powers are drawn from impure sources and from Avodah
Zarah®. The Gemara explains that some forms of sorcery are forbidden by the Torah, some only Midrabanan, and others are
permitted completely®. The sorcery that is forbidden Midoraysah is the form that uses these forces to create an object or
perform a supernatural feat. Midrabanan, even if in reality nothing was done and the feat was only thought to have been
performed by the observers, it is forbidden. This form of Kishuf is referred to as “Oichez Aynayim” - literally "grabbing the
eyes". The Poskim dispute if this level of magic is performed using actual Kishuf to create only the illusion of a supernatural
act, when in fact nothing has happened, or if it refers to a "hand quicker than the eye" trick in which the audience is led to
believe that the magician has indeed done something transcendental, when in fact he has not’.

Due to this, many Poskim are fiercely opposed to the performance of modern day "magic tricks", in which the "magician”
performs various “supernatural acts” by using sleight of hand, as this is included in the Issur of Me"onein®. However, R’
Moshe Feinstein 7"x1 and others say, that if the audience is made aware that in reality no real magic is taking place (as most
people nowadays do realize), then such performances are permissible. The only act that is forbidden, is one that the
audience believes they are witnessing true witchcraft, even if in reality nothing was done®. It is important to point out that in
truth all acts of Kishuf are to some degree a mere illusion. For this reason, an object created by Kishuf cannot exist for more
than 24 hours, and disappears when it contacts water. Only Hashem can truly create something from nothing - 'xn w."

There are several instances when the use of Kishuf (even the forbidden kind) is permitted. One of the qualifications of the
members of the Sanhedrin was that they had to be experts in performing sorcery''. The Rishonim give several reasons for
this qualification. One explanation is that only by being experts in the field can the Sanhedrin accurately determine if a person
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has indeed performed a form of Kishuf that is punishable with death'. Others explain that without the use of sorcery, it would
be extremely difficult to execute a sorcerer, since he would use his powers to protect himself. Hence the Sanhedrin were
permitted to use counter-measures of sorcery to subdue and execute sorcerers'. The Gemara mentions Amoraim who used
Kishuf to release themselves from damaging spells'. However, the Poskim state that, with the exception of a life-threatening
situation, one should preferably not resort to consulting sorcerers (even non-Jewish) to heal ailments. Only for ailments
induced by Kishuf itself can sorcery be used as an antidote®

The third type of supernatural act, that is permitted completely, are those that are done by using forces of Kedusha, such as
the Name of Hashem or with the use of Sefer Yetzirah. Rashi explains, that the difference between Kishuf and these
supernatural acts lies in the source of the powers. Kishuf is derived from evil sources, whereas a supernatural feat performed
using the Shem Hameforash is performed by Hashem himself. The person himself has done no more than cause Hashem to
perform this action. This is similar to the concept of "n"pn n"ani 1A 71" — “A Tzaddik decrees and Hashem fulfills™'.

The Sefer Yetzirah, according to most sources, was authored by Avraham Avinu'’. A person who learns it properly with a
high level of Kedusha, can use its content to perform supernatural feats. Chazal tell us that Betzalel (the builder of the
Mishkan) was well versed in these secrets'®. The Sefer Yetzirah can be used to create living animals, and even people (i.e. a
Golem). Some use this concept to explain the troubling chapter of Yosef and his brothers. The Torah tells us that Yosef
reported to Yaakov that his brothers were transgressing the prohibition of eating from a live animal. The Shlah explains that
in fact what transpired was that the Shevatim had created a calf using the Sefer Yetzirah. Such an animal does not need
Shechitah, and they were therefore eating from it without Shechting it. Yosef did not realize the origins of this animal and
suspected them of wrongdoing'®. According to the Raavad, Avraham Avinu himself used this ability to create people, and this
is the intent of the Passuk: nna 1wy ©wx woin — “The people he created in Charan”. Chazal tell us otherwise, that the intent of
the Passuk is regarding the people Avraham taught to serve Hashem, since this is tantamount to having created them?®

The Mishna in Avos (a™ 'X) states q7n xana wnnwnT — “One who utilizes the “crown” [for his own benefit] will pass away”.
The Avos DR’ Nosson explains that this refers to someone who utilizes the Name of Hashem for mundane or personal use.
Even for the right purposes, only someone at a very high level of purity can use it*". The Gemara in Sanhedrin (n"o) relates
that R’ Chanina and R’ Oshyah would use the Sefer Yetzirah to create a calf, every Erev Shabbos. Although this would seem
to be for personal use, some Meforshim explain that it was justified since the calf would be used in honor of Shabbos. The
Amora Shmuel was conceived by use of the Shem Hashem. His father was overseas when he was informed that on that
night he would have a child that would enlighten the world in Torah. Shmuel’s father immediately used a Shem to fly home,
and that night Shmuel was conceived®. When the Ger Tzedek of Vilna was being taken to be burnt at the stake, the Gra
offered to save him using the Sefer Yetzirah. He replied, “From the moment | became a Ger, | have been willing to give my
life for Kiddush Hashem. | do not wish that supernatural forces be used to prevent this”®. Other Tzaddikim did in fact use
these methods to save themselves from being executed, for example, the Rebbe of the Ramban®. The Chassam Sofer
(1762 — 1839) witnessed on several occasions his Rebbe, R’ Nosson Adler, use transcendental forces as well®.

Many folk tales and legends revolve around the subject of Golems, specifically of the one created by the Maharal (1525 -
1609). Although there is no reliable source that records whether or not the Maharal actually created a Golem?, many other
Gedolim are recorded as having done so. The Gemara tells us that Rava created a Golem using Sefer Yetzirah and sent it to
R’ Zeirah. When R’ Zeirah attempted to converse with it, it did not respond since a Golem cannot speak. (The ability to speak
originates from a person’s Neshama. A Golem does not possess a Neshama and hence cannot speak®’. Some Rishonim
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argue that the possibility exists to create a Golem that can also speak®.) Upon realizing that this “person” was a Golem, R’
Zeira recited the appropriate Names in reverse order, causing the Golem to disintegrate?®. In more recent times, the
Chacham Tzvi (1660 — 1718) testifies that his grandfather R’ Eliyahu of Chelm, created a Golem to protect the Jewish
populace. The Yaavetz (the son of the Chacham Tzvi) writes that this Golem served its purpose for a while, until it began to
grow in strength. At this point R’ Eliyahu feared that it may cause damage instead of protecting, and he destroyed it*. R’
Chaim of Volozhin writes that his Rebbe, the Vilna Gaon (1720 — 1797), told him that he had begun to create a Golem prior to
his Bar Mitzva. The Gaon stopped his creation after receiving a sign from heaven not to continue®".

We mentioned briefly in Parshas Korach the question of the Chacham Tzvi if a Golem qualifies as part of a Minyan. The
basis for his quandary is that although only a Jewish person can be counted for a Minyan, a Golem may have the status of
being Jewish, since the Torah considers the creation of a Tzaddik as if it is his offspring®. Several objections are mentioned
by the Poskim. The Yaavetz states that just as a Golem cannot speak (see above), it also cannot hear. A deaf-mute cannot
be counted as part of a Minyan®. Other Poskim state that a Golem does not have a Neshama and is considered an animal in
the form of a person®*. The Chazon Ish states that a Golem is certainly not considered Jewish, and also may not be
considered a person at all**. Some Acharonim point out, that this question can only be after the Golem is 13 years old - “Bar
Mitzva™®. (The Ben Ish Chai says that a Golem cannot last more than 24 hours, making this possibility moot®’.)

As we explained, the actions performed using the Shem Hashem, are not actually being done by the person, rather it is done
by Hashem. For this reason the Chasam Sofer states that one would be permitted to perform an action normally forbidden on
Shabbos, by using these Sheimos. Chazal tell us that on the final day of Moshe’s life he wrote 12 Sifrei Torah for each of the
Shevatim. The Chasam Sofer explains that although Moshe Rabbeinu was Niftar on Shabbos, when writing is forbidden,
Moshe used a Shem to cause these Sifrei Torah to be written on their own, which is permissible®. If one kills another person
using the Shem Hameforash, according to some Poskim he is accountable as if he killed him physically™.

There are several other Halachic questions concerning a creation by using the Sefer Yetzirah. Although such a creation was
not acquired in the regular method of acquisition, the Acharonim say that it becomes his property by virtue of the fact that he
is its creator. Hence, a Golem would have the legal status of a slave®. (The same reasoning would technically apply to one’s
children, if not for the fact that the Torah specifically states that a child is not the property of the parent*'.) An animal created
with the Sefer Yetzirah does not need Shechitah, and may be eaten with dairy, as it is not considered meat*. (The Ben Ish
Chai states that it does not provide any nutritional value either®.) It is questionable if such an animal can be used as a
Korban*. If one betroths a female Golem, it is questionable if she has the status of a married woman™.

The Torah tells us that a prophecy cannot be believed as authentic based on the miraculous wonders a prophet produces,
since such feats can be produced through both pure and impure channels*®. Only through a solid Mesorah can the true words
of Hashem, Toras Emes, be determined.

,Nav via YNNI 3" "0 y"avIn
70 170 NN
x"am 7"n'wo

‘Wi .w"y R"'NT 100w RN 70N 'WEnrT Da N ntnonoIr 7R AR ,noT K7W 7720 72Th nd 17 0 R7 X0 X012 X12aT ,n"0 TN07 n'nn 728
LYY wnn TN nd 0N [N ' "N "Y1 DI, (NNWI DNY 'RY) INKD D1 YIRN 'O 10NNl LW N IXN21w 0T " " 0" NN
w"y ,1NOYY7 ITIN NINKYT D'9N'YN MIRY YT 0 YT |129
W'Y LMD 7Y N0 nwy 7aKR N0l iNdn 2vw Dwn 701 2"wni 07150 2NN K79 R DN 7T Ak 2" 'o KN y"awr n'Rw 3"y o ¥"n°0
RNIYIXT X1907 KM "9 '117im n"an nrrrpn31
WU TR Ty nwpa R AN "R Y KINW 011 17TAY (1P NN 0X K7W PN, D" DY W DM 7Tan X X0T YUY IT? 17RO DIne P Tann o2
i | I
.2"wn 1902 N AYRY 050 NNY 112 DwA Ny '9a 2"wn 'vi,T"P0 ™ 'o 2"awna Xain ¥"Onn nj'ool
i i i

DY ["17021 NNWI 17N NYMUN WIN DAY "[ATIR TINYNYE MY DNAIRY" oW "N woay" 9"ny Y'Y DINA NATN 1MAT? 0o XN v o yray?
WNIL,NM 17N DY DR WIN DAY YyNwn DWn 7aX
.OY [TNI0 'V 'R 'oa X" T'Nn 2™ ,kn'7va nifn 70 N2 'R "o D7Iwn M AT i 1" 'o (vt ki) XMinn n"iv ,X"'na v X"wann®
.NTN 290 2"nN I N7 YN, 7800 1R DYDY 1KY 0™ 'y X'0MY n1tow 9MRan owa nnd a7 o ‘v R'po "o 'o T X'
.0'M'o 17 I'RY I DY A"7 TV 'MnnY? )Y DX Y"1 .w"Y ,X"Nn v ninana 1'o 'y n"n L(0"nnn Tn7n) 0N 2 1an 'lJ|,7'736
.0NNAX NN '0 Dwa AWl 'D N a 'oa 3™I 0w VTN 2 7
n " " " " ' " " 1 n " " " 38

n"o NN V"2 'wyn K71 [0 N"pn nwynw (77 Xamn) MTmoa e d"wnn ar? 'R nnixd ,n"wn nwa 1" 'o n"iv o1 1"'n o"nn n'iv
ninwy "y Nawa NN vl [TY N"op 'o 2"n 0N 27 N"iwa 'vi .mxya n"apn 1anow N0 NNl 7y 79797 K"K 'NTIAW X"0'7w 01 X"Mann mynwl .am

| | i i 1”91

X"70 ™1 '0 V"I 1"n nwn XA n"iva >"wn 'vi,0rwm? Puni7 122 2"y X' naw e 'S nik ' 'vn R1T'NNT 197 waT ' Dy 'Y pront wTipn
XNT MNINT DY "1TNI0Q IXIAN ,0712 ANN7 Y71 .1"n OxR ¥"¥1 990 rwyn 'k 7"10 M'wre’7 nnind7 axnd 1nT AN atnT LNy 'o 2"n nnop ninn o
Lo T n"TAn A" MY 'Y NIMTR NTA T7mMT oK n'nT 9w A" T A" ™ 10 Nd7na nativn 0w 'oa i "oy am” 7R ™
.N"1 NIX DM NN ‘o 'vi, ™ MTN0 7Y M7 0"win 1yt
W'Y LTy N piwn 29I, 1N N7 RN 2TNY K JN0XKRTA D112 DNINNYT7 700 1'RT N 0w 'nan 9"y ,nw‘“
PUN "I .NY 'on X121w 7ayn ' NI 0'R MY 0nNax 7oRN n"wni ™ nnna n"i 1o 'RT XY '9 0" i L'7 9T aw anoaw nnim n"yt?
.T"o X"9 '0 'M791 M1 ,1"9 'o T"I' NnYw
DAY 7127 K"M1N"M 179K 'R DK YN L.N7OR NKIN NTY 'R DAY W'Y DY TR0 VTN |:l43
"TNIR AWM '9 "TI9 'V, T2 1'RW 9"YR N1pn7 2wd Nt n"nl w'nmn X121 onnar 1R 1" "o niar 'vi 70 nna Yy

W'Y DY TM0 1IN
17U NINIX2 2AUNNAN 721 12 NN 'RIPY 'Y 'R 1INXYA NYY OKRIL,N9INENIX 1 '7X81Y 'R1T"Y Dwa xnnn ,7"h n'e "y n"anar,aa™ nMaT*®
N"72 12 [0 NnX XNy

" e 1 5 Not intended for use as nwyn? N>7n MY M1 95 ©
aTown Nnn T - R Iw 1713]?3 aro To subscribe by e-mail, please send a request to: KAIMO@optonline.net



