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“All her pursuers overtook her between the straits...”

The Medrash explains this Passuk to refer to the three weeks between the Fast of the 17" of Tammuz and
Tishah B’av'. These 21 days are days of sadness and danger, as they have proven over the ages to be a
period of punishment and destruction. Although according to the Gemara, the actual customs of mourning
only begin from Rosh Chodesh Av?, many customs of mourning are observed throughout the three weeks. Some pious
people fast every day of the three weeks®. Chazal warn us, that during these weeks we should abstain from any dangerous
activities, since we are more prone to harm during this time. This is particularly true between the 4™ and 9" hour of the day,
when the T"w (a harmful spiritual being) called "n 2oy is most active. During the three weeks a person should not walk
around alone in an uninhabited area, especially during these hours. One should also avoid walking “between the sun and the
shade” — where the sun and shade meet, as this is an area occupied by n'1"vw.*

Dangerous
Activities

For this reason, Chazal also warn not to hit a child, even for disciplinary purposes, during nxnn 2. This applies even if the
force used is not at all possible to hurt the child. The Medrash tells us that R’ Avahu once saw a person about to lightly hit
another person during nnxnn 2. He quickly ran over to him and stopped him. He then informed him, that although he was
only going to use negligible force, behind him stood a 1"w poised with an iron club, ready to strike the other person along with
him®. Some Poskim say that this Halacha does not apply when the discipline takes place in a room protected with a Mezuza,
or the blow is not administered near any vital organs (i.e. only on the arms or legs)®. Others say that this would only apply
between the hours mentioned above, when the danger is the greatest’.

Unnecessary traveling or other activities that involve danger should be avoided during nxnn |'a, and certainly not during the
nine days. Air travel should also be avoided, since it is considered a risky venture®. (For this reason many Poskim say that
Hagomel should be recited after a flight, even though it is statistically quite safe, see notes®.) R” Shlomo Zalman Aurbach 7"xt
would permit people to travel to Eretz Yisrael, even for a visit, since even visiting is somewhat of a Mitzvah. He also permitted
Bochurim to fly home, if flying at another time would take away from their learning’. Some are lenient in this matter until the
actual week of Tishah B’av, (which this year does not exist at all, since Tishah B’av is on Sunday).

Birchas The Sefer Chasidim mentions the Minhag of pious individuals, not to recite the Bracha of n"nnw during the
1PNAY three weeks, with the exception of Shabbos''. Some do not say n"nnw even on Shabbos, for Kabbalistic

reasons'?. For this reason a person should not eat any new fruits or wear any new clothing that requires n'nnw.
If the fruit will not be available after Tishah B’av, he may make the Bracha even during nmxnn |':1.13 It is permitted to
purchase clothing until the nine days, and it is permitted to wear any new clothing as long as it doesn’t require n"nnw. One
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should also not purchase anything that would require n*nnw™. If the item is purchased only for business, then no n"nnw is
required™. If the item is on sale only during this time, one may purchase it. If possible, one should only order the item, and
postpone delivery until after Tishah B’av'®. The Bracha of a'unni a1on (which is recited when the new purchase will benefit
more than one person) may be recited during the three weeks. An item which will require a aronni 2100 and not a n*nnw may
be purchased until the nine days"".

The Bracha of n"nnw may be recited on a Mitzva performed during the three weeks, such as a Pidyon Haben'®. There is a
Machlokes Haposkim if a boy at his Bar Mitzva recites 11*'nnw when donning his Tefillin for the first time. The Mishne Brura
says that to alleviate all doubt, he should wear a new garment for the occasion, and have in mind both the garment and the
Tefillin when reciting n"nnw." During the three weeks, this should not be done, and no n"nnw should be recited®. Similarly,
regarding a person who authors a Sefer, there is a Machlokes if he should recite a n"nnw on its publication?'. The Acharonim
give the same advice as with Tefillin, that one should wear a new garment and make a Bracha. If the Sefer is published
during nmxnn |2, he should wait until afterwards to wear the new garment and make n"nnw.? The Steipler was careful not to
have his Seforim printed during the three weeks”. One may purchase Seforim during nxnn |2 even if this brings him joy*.

Zecher The Gemara in Bava Basra (2"v '0) comments, that in truth, following the devastation of the Beis Hamikdosh
L'Churban and Eretz Yisrael, we should descend into an all-encompassing state of mourning. We should no longer eat

meat, drink wine, or celebrate in any way, even marriage®. Realizing that this extreme state of bereavement
cannot be expected from everyone, Chazal decreed only a complete mourning for a small period of time, and during the rest
of the year only a limited amount of symbolism. For example, during the nine days, one may not renovate or paint his house
at all®®. During the rest of the year, one may build and renovate, as long as he leaves an Amah by an Amah of the wall
unpainted”. One may not plant a decorative garden during the three weeks, but it is permitted to tend to an existing garden?®.

Another example of these decrees is the prohibition to eat meat or drink wine. During the nine days, it is the Minhag of Klal
Yisrael to refrain completely. (According to the Gemara this only applies at the Seudah Hamafsekes, however, some are
even stringent throughout all three weeks®.) During the year one is permitted to eat meat and drink wine. Even so, when
serving a banquet, one should leave out one type of dish in a way that the deficiency will be noted by the guests, causing
them to reflect upon the Churban®. Marriages are also not celebrated at all during the three weeks. During the rest of the
year, it suffices to break a glass at the Chupah to remind us that our celebration is not complete®".

It is well known that during the three weeks it is the Minhag not to listen to music. Surprisingly, the Shulchan Aruch
makes no mention of this Halacha, neither in the Halachos of nxnin 2 nor in the Halachos of Aveilus. The
explanation for this omission is since according to the Rambam and Shulchan Aruch, it is forbidden to listen to music at any
time during the year®. The Gemara in Gittin (2"v '7) states that all music is forbidden year round after the Churban, even to
sing a song without instrumental accompaniment. Rashi explains that this prohibition only was said regarding music during a
wine banquet®. The Rambam agrees that singing by mouth was only forbidden with wine, however he argues that, music
with instruments is always forbidden®. The Shulchan Aruch paskens like the Rambam, that all music is forbidden, and even

Music

.n"po 2"ni "o K"K A"no X700 X"an ,n":14

2" 'ny 'n o A"iwn mwn nOin 'wpan yalp 'vi,9"0 2"n n"IR n"a'°

.X"P0 N"Nd 'viL,nnnY 7w n"Ina DA NN 2" 9N Dwa X"nywal nimi Takn 12T awnl TAT X0 2"n y'®

,N2M DIYA 71 10'RAT |1 1MNNY 702N T'NAT A"YUX NISNIYA N7 DX 17X DNAT NNRPE7 MNImT "1l At v 0an 'Re 1 ,y"y "ol "'po n"yu'’
.9"02"n N"IN n"axa 5"1 .2'wHR W'Man nwa 1™7 'ny ¥" i animi 0 'oa 0"l

X"n 17 non N"Iv 'vi N2 17 0T ox P1L(TU0R0 DTIN MMRN) 1YNNY Y7 ann? n"N2a " . ninT? XUt At e X" 'o Y'inni ™o ow vy
"7 '0o2"n )Tw ke N"iwi ,nma >"wn a"o

NYYIY DTIR [IYRIN DYD] NINY KX¥N1 ,NIXNA 12N 0TI DUYTN IR WTN |'7'9N N1I0Y7 annw 1987 ,'n NIk 0w 770 n'w 'oa 'vi .mag n"T121™ 'o A"z’
.NIXNN 7u1 NINNN 7Y DA 027 70 TRE,NINNA 17 DINA TRILNIXA 120 DIF TY ['7'9N0 17 NNz K7W 102 DY a0 nyy XN X"Twan ™y andi,xarn 1A
.N"yn 'my Tvim mYwa " xaini L7 st X'Twnan owa 1o 0" IMIRYNI |U,7n2°

72 772w 1and 1" NIX YN0 DI DY DDA TN W'Y N7 'RT R T DWA XN Dinx 0" 'o a"ni ow 'Nan NMiva pr ) and a1 ‘o n"yy?’
DY NN7Y NN 'YE.A0NNE 210N 27 whT a0 ‘o 2"ina y"awn 3"1,0"nn1on NdYa N 7T ANIY WMAnY ARl N 'Myny DIk N o
.0v TvIn '7wi 79 nyn

.0¥ Tvin mYwa Xain 0t 0alLX" 'ny nny 2Tyn?

A"NAnK TV [NN9Y7 K7W ArXt L0 ' 11190 7w niann yvan X'o1,2"p 'ny 2"n ninx>

.N"Yyw 'o X"N DM9X NI NIY 'YL MINIM NIXN Y9N IRY 72X, TA KINY |1 NI0OKRT 170 Y7 W'l 0w n"ar ,7"on 'ny X"Twnan Dwa Tvin myw?*
NID |'T,7"NNM 2N Dim X"M R ,RN LM [T 7901 L NNy K7w1 wa 70K K7W 7Rwn 'wino 120 ,"wa nran aanwd ' a'"v o 1M
W' 101,02 TRINTI NUR XYY KW VY AT RID P IDE DM N2 TIRYY 17131 112 2N OURK 112NN 7Y DT AT R RIR DI INXY Y imy

NUYP My 220 X7 10%1 'Y 0T 9201 TI'o1 nyaxe A" 'Y ,wnn INTTT? MY IRY 02090 00T 1Y 7w 1A ,nnny 7w 111a 'ovnn 2"o v yiw?®
.NT2 T'OPN7 NTN NN MITAL.AWYNYT D 20N 'R Nn? ¥"¥a 1In1n 2"n1 X"'nat,o0"pn 'o "Ik V"IV 0w 1"

17N X721 NOK N!0l 1T OW DMI9X NN 'WIE.ANNY 7w ny'od |'von 'R ,0Y yiw?®

TNA ™0 0roron W '0 KAEN NI V"WI0 ,3"07 0 D7WA DN AW VI Lt ANW' K7 IWA IR K7 2N 2w X" Y navn '

28T 10 "Man AT amw TR 205 'y All For The Boss 'o 'vi w1y 'R nn% XN Ann A 0ar,a"n 2" nayn '7a 0"ann 'vi 0w u"w 0w 2"
Y"ay' "0 'v ,n9' N7V AT 'RI XN7'M KINON K77 DIwn 11, NiI71ax oyon 7" 'K 0272 0Myv 2l . Tmna 1" D'l 'RUND 'RY AT 2"0 X"pn x'n?’
.0"pn 'o 2"n1 X"nar n"T,12 75 ,X"Y "7 Nid1A 'oIn AR L,NIMNA NIDT MAYYT anman w7 A" nik n"hor,n™ 'o 2'"n Ml

T n"9 nayn 70 0"ann 2"o nw v"w?

DIOK NIT7IN 0T W W RN ' KT AT R T o gy

.0V '02 ND7Na DAYIXn DWW 'oa N d"wn 'y 1" 'o 0"ann N"iv 'y 1A 722 10IK naIwna 07IX 0w o"an*

Not intended for use as nwyn7 ndn To subscribe by e-mail, please send a request to: KAIMO@optonline.net MY NMa 9 ©



verbal singing is forbidden during a banquet of wine, unless it is songs of praise to Hashem. The Rama brings the more
lenient approach of Tosfos that music is only forbidden if one listens to it consistently every day. Listening occasionally is
permitted®. R* Moshe Feinstein 7"yt writes that one should preferably follow the majority opinion of the Shulchan Aruch®.
Other Poskim say to follow the words of the Rama, who rules leniently in this matter®.

The Gemara mentions two exceptions to this Issur: “the songs sung by the plow drivers and the people who tow ships”. In
other words, if the purpose of the singing is not for plain enjoyment, rather it serves the purpose of aiding concentration on a
task, it is permitted. The Poskim derive from this, that one who is nervous or depressed, may use music to soothe him®, It is
also possible that playing music to help one stay awake driving is included in this category. The Minhag in Yerushalayim
today, is to only play drums by a wedding as musical accompaniment, without any other instruments. This was decreed in
1865 by many Rabbanim in Eretz Yisrael and in Europe, including the Imrei Binah, the Aruch Laner, R' Shmuel Salant, and
R’ Shimon Sofer. In that year a deadly epidemic struck Yerushalayim, after which it was revealed in a dream that this rule
should be instituted as an additional sign of mourning for the Churban®.

Even those who are lenient to listen to music and to sing during the rest of the year, should not do so during the three
weeks®. If someone is in an unavoidable situation, such as on a public bus or store where music is playing, he is not required
to close his ears*'. The same applies if one is on hold on the telephone and music is playing®. If one is listening to the radio
for news, some Poskim say that he does not have to turn it off when music is played in between sections®. One is permitted
to sing or play music in order to calm a baby, or to teach children in school*. It is also permitted to sing songs that bring
Hisorerus to Avodas Hashem or for a Seudas Mitzva®. If one teaches or plays music as a livelihood and will lose Parnasah
by abstaining during the three weeks, some Poskim are lenient until the nine days*°.

The prohibition to sing (without instrumentation) is only on the person singing, and not for anyone who listens. Based on this,
some producers market recordings of music that are only vocal, without any instruments (acapella), claiming that they are
“kosher” for the three weeks and the Sefirah. According to R’ Moshe Feinstein 2"x1, one may listen to such music*’. Other
Poskim argue that the tape player is considered a musical instrument and it is forbidden to listen to it*.

There are many other Halachos during nnxnn 2 which we have not mentioned, some which are well known. Particularly in
regard to the Halachos of showering and changing clothes during the nine days, many people search for leniencies, some
justified and others not. R* Shlomo Zalman Aurbach 7"x1 once observed, “Many people approach me looking for leniencies to
the Halachos of nxnn |2, but never did anyone approach me in this way regarding the laws of Aveilus for a parent y"7.”*°
We must realize our tremendous loss and view the Aveilus of the Beis Hamikdosh as though it is a personal mourning. Some
people tend to think that since many Jews have returned to Eretz Yisrael and the land has again become built up, that our
level of mourning should be somewhat lessened. The Chasam Sofer tells us that the exact opposite is the case. We say in
Selichos, "n'mnn 7Ikw Ty N79wmM DPI7R 1'WIL,NMA 27N 7Y Y D IR nminRl opiR ot — ‘I remember Hashem and |
sigh, when | see all cities built upon their hilltop, and the city of Hashem is degraded to the lowest depths”. He explains that,
“all cities” does not refer to other cities, rather it refers to Yerushalayim. True, the city of Yerushalayim is once again built up
physically, but the “city of Hashem” — the spiritual part of the city, that distinguishes Yerushalayim from anywhere else, is
degraded to abominable depths — in spiritual ruin. This is more of a reason to cry than if the city was only in physical ruins®.
May we soon be Zocheh to see the genuine rebuilding of Eretz Yisrael and Yerushalayim — n'7'n 7y 7'y nianu.
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