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“And you shall drive out [the inhabitants of] the land and dwell upon it...”

Eretz One of the precious gifts that Hashem gave us, His chosen nation, is the gift of Eretz Yisrael. Hashem had
Yisrael promised to Avraham, that this land would be the inheritance of his descendants, and it was to there that Moshe

yearned to enter, but was denied that merit. The Ramban tells us that in truth all the Mitzvos in the Torah were
intended to be fulfilled in Eretz Yisrael. For this reason, Chazal tell us that the Mitzva of living in Eretz Yisrael is equal to all
the Mitzvos combined’. The Gemara states that a person who lives outside Eretz Yisrael, “is compared to someone who
does not have a G-d”>. The Meforshim give several explanations to this strong statement: The Ramban explains, that only
Eretz Yisrael is directly under Hashem'’s jurisdiction. Other lands are administered through various Malachim®. Others explain
that this statement refers to the times before the Churban when Eretz Yisrael was under our control, since at these times,
only someone who lived in Chutz Laaretz was required to follow the laws of a non-religious government*.

The Ramban derives from the above Passuk, that there is a Mitzva D’oraysah to live in Eretz Yisrael’. Other Rishonim
explain that the Passuk is simply an assurance that Klal Yisrael would settle the land, and not a commandment to do so®. The
Rambam and others omit this Mitzva from their respective lists of the 613 Mitzvos, implying that this is only a Mitzva
Midrabanan or not a Mitzva at all’. The Megillas Esther (a commentary on the Rambam) explains that the Rambam agrees
that living in Eretz Yisrael is a Mitzva Min Hatorah, albeit only before the Golus began. Following our exile from Eretz Yisrael,
Hashem made us swear that we will not return to Eretz Yisrael on our own, before the Final Redemption®. (We will discuss
these Oaths in more detail below.) All these opinions agree that the many praiseworthy things said by Chazal of one who
lives in Eretz Yisrael still apply. Only the actual Mitzva cannot be accomplished.

Tosfos cites the opinion of Rabbeinu Chaim Kohen, that since in his time they could not keep all the Mitzvos pertaining to
Eretz Yisrael (i.e. the laws of produce etc.), it is preferable not to live there at all than to live there and transgress these laws?®.
According to this opinion (cited by several Rishonim'), nowadays it is not even a commendable act to live in Eretz Yisrael'.
(According to the Gra, the entire Mitzva of Yishuv Eretz Yisrael is only in order to keep these Mitzvos'.) The Maharit
vehemently opposed this opinion, and stated that it must have been recorded erroneously by a mistaken pupil, since R’
Chaim could not have said this™. In any case, in recent times when it is again possible to keep all the Halachos of the land
properly, this Din would not apply to someone who is scrupulous with all the Dinim'. (Obviously, those who are lenient and
careless in regard to these laws would be better off living somewhere else.)

Throughout the Golus most Gedolim never moved to Eretz Yisrael, due to the arduous journey involved'. The king of the
Khazars asked R’ Yehudah Halevi about this, and R’ Yehuda responded that it is indeed a fact to be ashamed of'°. Indeed
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some Gedolim did travel to Eretz Yisrael at the end of their lives, such as the Ramban'’. The Chofetz Chaim made all the
preparations to travel to Eretz Yisrael, but was Niftar prior to the fulfillment of his dream®

The Rishonim write that because Eretz Yisrael is the land of Hashem, it is to be compared to His palace. Hence, a Mitzva
that is done in Eretz Yisrael has more value, and an Aveirah 1"n is infinitely more stringent'®. The Gemara tells us that R’
Zeirah did not travel to Eretz Yisrael until he was shown sheaves of barley in his dream. Such a dream is interpreted to mean
that he was pure from all sin®®. The Sefer Chareidim severely chastises those who come to Eretz Yisrael and don’t pay
attention to the fact that they are in the palace of the King, and do not dedicate all of their time to Avodas Hashem?'. In the
times of the Beis Yosef, the Beis Din in Tzfas would expel a person who did Aveiros, from Eretz Yisrael completely?

The Three The Passuk in Shir Hashirim states: nx mIiyn oxi N'wn ox 2TYUN NI7'RA IX NINAY] D7WN' NI DDNX 'Myavn
Oaths yonnw Ty nanxn — “l have made you swear, the daughters of Yerushalayim, by the gazelles and the hinds of
the field, that you not awaken nor stir up the love, until it is desired.” The context of this Passuk is repeated
three times in Shir Hashirim®. The Gemara in Kesubos explains that these Pesukim refer to the Three Oaths that Hashem
adjured Kial Yisrael and the nations at the time of the Golus. The Three Oaths are: yawnw ,nnxi ;nniNd 7w 170 X7w ,NNR
NI YRIYI [N ITAYNY' K7W 00D TAIYN IR KN N2 WITED VAR  NNRIE D710 DIMIRA 1Tt K7W 78 IR NRID )N WITpn
'xTn — One, that Klal Yisrael should not go to Eretz Yisrael like a “Chomah” — a mass immigration. Two, that we should not
revolt against the rule of the nations. Third, that the nations should not oppress us exceedingly. The Gemara continues, that
the reason the Passuk mentions “by the gazelles and the hinds of the field”, is since Hashem also told us, that if we do not
adhere to these Oaths, He will “abandon our flesh like the gazelles of the field” which are free to be hunted by anyone 1"n.?*

Based on these Oaths, which forbid us from immigrating to Eretz Yisrael en masse, the Mitzva to go to Eretz Yisrael can only
be accomplished on an individual basis®. In 1917 the British government signed a document called the Balfour declaration,
which according to some interpretations, allowed for the establishment of an autonomous Jewish state in Palestine?. Some
Gedolim at the time felt that in such a case, since the nations themselves allowed the establishment of the state, the Oaths
would no longer apply?’. Others pointed out, that the Ramban himself writes, that when the Jews of Bavel were invited by
Koresh to return to Eretz Yisrael, they refused since they were fearful that this may constitute a violation of the Oaths®. The
Maharal writes, that even if the non-Jews are threatening us with death, we are not allowed to violate the Oaths®. Thirty
years later, when the formation of the state in actuality, required use of force, all Gedolim agreed that this was considered a
violation of the Oaths™®. (Aside from the fact, that the state was totally secular with the goal to eradicate all religion®'.)

As we mentioned, at the time of the Balfour Declaration, some Gedolim felt that this was indeed a good thing. The Ohr
Somayach stated that “the fear of the Oaths has lifted”**. The Chofetz Chaim is quoted as saying that it is possible for the
Final Geulah to sprout from this event, if the irreligious don’t destroy the chance®. Years later, R’ Elchonon Wasserman 47"xt
sadly observed that what people referred to as the “Aschalta D’Geula” — “Beginnings of the redemption”, was actually the
beginning of a new type of Galus — one that those faithful to the Torah are oppressed under Jewish rule instead of non-
Jewish*. This observation is echoed by Rav Schwab %"x7 in his writings®®
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Chovevei Arguably, the forbearer of the Zionist Movement was a group called the Chovevei Tzion — “Lovers of Zion”.
Tzion This group was led by many Rabbonim, including R’ Tzvi Hersch Kalischer, whose purpose was to purchase

land in Eretz Yisrael and bring as many Jews as possible to settle there, with the ultimate vision of bringing
through this the Final Redemption. Amongst the Rabbonim opposed to this group was R’ Samson Raphael Hirsch 7"x¥1. Rav
Hirsch was approached several times by R’ Kalischer to support this movement, and on each occasion he refused to do so®.
At one point Rav Hirsch even wrote, “that which they (R’ Kalischer) consider to be a Mitzva, | consider to be an Aveirah of no
small consequence™’. The objections of Rav Hirsch to this movement can be summed up in two points:

1) Throughout our Galus, there has never been an emphasis of “clearing the way for Moshiach” in any way other than
Teshuvah and correcting our Avodas Hashem. Only this can bring the Geulah, and any other plan is futile®. Rav Hirsch in
many of his writings explains, that the land is not a central point in Judaism, rather it is simply a means to accomplish the
Mitzvos of the Torah (see above). For this reason, the Torah was specifically given in the middle of the desert, to emphasize
that our nation’s survival is reliant on adherence to the Torah alone, and not to any physical sign of nationality®. Without the
adherence to the Mitzvos, we do not deserve a land, and the land “spits us out’*’. Rav Hirsch writes, that Yehudah was sent
into Galus because ‘it prized land and soil as the bulwark of its freedom and belittled the Torah. The Galus cannot, therefore,
end with the same delusion. We can really be delivered only when the centuries of the Galus shall have taught us their
lesson, which is that when we have assured our freedom and independence and recovered possession of the land which has
been waiting for us for thousands of years, we must use them purely in the service of G-d on the altar of the Torah™".

2) Many of the leaders of this organization were not religious, and some were even anti-religious. Rav Hirsch writes that it is
not possible that Hashem will choose such people as his messengers to bring about the Geulah*’. These objections did not in
any way preclude Rav Hirsch from sending money to support those already living in Eretz Yisrael®.

Leaving Chazal say that a person who lives in Eretz Yisrael and leaves, is as if he has served Avodah Zarah*.
Eretz Yisrael  Clearly, according to the Ramban, this sin of leaving Eretz Yisrael is because he is no longer fulfilling the
Mitzva of living there*. However, even those Rishonim who do not consider it a Mitzva nowadays to live
there, still agree that one who does may not leave®®. Some say that this is since even these opinions agree that at least
Midrabanan there is a Mitzvah to live in Eretz Yisrael*’. Others say that although there is no Mitzva even Midrabanan, the
holiness and dearness of the land still exists. From this holiness one is not permitted to leave®. Others explain that by leaving
Eretz Yisrael, he is abandoning the Mitzvos that only apply there*. The Meiri cites a novel approach, that in Eretz Yisrael it is
much easier to have Yiras Shomayim and realize the presence of the Shechinah, and therefore it is forbidden to leave®.

The Shulchan Aruch paskens, that it is forbidden for a resident of Eretz Yisrael to leave solely for pleasure. When the trip is
for a necessity or a Mitzva, such as for business or to visit a friend, it is permitted®'. In times of famine, one is only allowed to
leave if the price of produce has doubled. Even in such times, it is praiseworthy to remain in Eretz Yisrael. Machlon and
Kilyon (in Megilas Rus) were punished with death for leaving Eretz Yisrael at a time of famine®’. One is permitted to leave
Eretz Yisrael temporarily in order to get married® or to learn Torah®. To travel to Chutz La’aretz in order to Daven at Kevarim
of Tzaddikim, according to R’ Chaim Kanievsky x"vo"7w, is forbidden. Others say that this should be considered a Mitzva and
permitted®®. The Acharonim dispute if one may leave for the purpose of honoring his parents®.
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The Gemara states that the same way it is forbidden to leave Eretz Yisrael to go to another land, it is also forbidden to leave
Bavel (the Torah center of the time) to go somewhere else®. The Chazon Ish states that any Makom Torah — center of Torah
learning, is included in this prohibition®. As the Mishna in Pirkei Avos (0™ 1"9) states, “If you would give me all the silver,
gold, and precious stones in the world, | would only live in a place of Torah”. The Keli Yakar states that a Beis Medrash
anywhere in the world, is considered a part of Eretz Yisrael, since in the future all Batei Medrash will be relocated there®.

Yishuv Eretz  The Chasam Sofer says that living in Yerushalayim in particular, is an even greater Mitzva than living in other
Yisrael cities in Eretz Yisrael®. Some state that the city of Tzfas also has an advantage to other cities except

Yerushalayim®'. (This probably only applied during the period when Tzfas was the Torah center in Eretz
Yisrael — about 500 years ago.) The Acharonim argue if areas that were not captured by Ezra Hasofer are considered part of
Eretz Yisrael in regard to Mitzvas Yishuv Eretz Yisrael. One of the places disputed is the area of Azah (the present day
“Gaza Strip”)®®. The area across the Yarden, that was occupied by the tribes of Gad and Reuvein, was considered at that
time a part of Eretz Yisrael for all Halachos, including Yishuv Eretz Yisrael®.

The Magen Avraham cites two differing opinions regarding if one who travels to Eretz Yisrael to visit, without intending to stay
has fulfilled any Mitzva. According to one opinion it is a Mitzva, since even walking four Amos in Eretz Yisrael is a Mitzva®.
Some say that even according to this opinion, walking four Amos in Eretz Yisrael is not a fulfilment of the Mitzva of Yishuv
Eretz Yisrael, rather a Mitzva on its own®®. Some Poskim point out that Moshe Rabbeinu, who desired to enter Eretz Yisrael
to fulfill its Mitzvos, was granted his request by being allowed to view the land from a mountaintop. From this we see the
value of even being able to just see the land®.

In the past, many people would purchase land in Eretz Yisrael to have the Mitzvos of the land done for them, since they
themselves could not move there. One who wishes to purchase land in Eretz Yisrael from a non-Jew, may command a non-
Jew to write up the contract, even on Shabbos, an act not permitted for any other Mitzva®. The Ibn Ezra states that someone
who owns land in Eretz Yisrael, is as if he owns a portion in the World to Come®. One who did not merit to live in Eretz
Yisrael, can still benefit by being buried there after he has left this world®. The Zechus of Eretz Yisrael is so great that it can
change the lot of a childless couple’™, and can even cause a change of verdict for someone sentenced to death’’. Some
Poskim state that the full Mitzva of Yishuv Eretz Yisrael is only if he is financially supported from the local economy’.

Some Acharonim state that Kohanim and Leviyim who did not receive a portion in the land, are not included in the Mitzva of
Yishuv Eretz Yisrael. A similar question is raised regarding women’. During the times when Kilal Yisrael was dwelling in
Eretz Yisrael, it was even forbidden for a Kohen or Levi to purchase land. The Sifri states that during the times of Golus it is
permitted for them to purchase land’*. R’ Shlomo Zalman was Machmir that Kohanim should not leave Eretz Yisrael at all,
even in cases where it would normally be permitted, since all of Chutz Laaretz is Tamei Midrabanan’.
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