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“These are the words that Moshe spoke to all of Yisrael...”

Moshe’s On the last day of Moshe Rabbeinu’s life, he gathered all of Klal Yisrael together, to reprimand them for their
Rebuke previous actions, and to warn them of future consequences if they are repeated. Rashi explains that the

descriptions in this Passuk: "ant 1 ninxni %1 7970 a1 QX9 2 910 7 N21va 12N [T 1ava” - “beyond the
Jordan; in the wilderness, in the Aravah, opposite to Suf, between Paran and Tofel, and Lavan, and Chatzeros, and Di-
Zahav”, are not just a precise description of location, rather each place is a reference to one of the shameful events during
the 40 years in the Midbar'. We find in several places that rebuke was given specifically right before death, most notably by
Yaakov Avinu. Rashi explains, that the reason the propitious time chosen to give rebuke was on the deathbed, is so that he
will not need to “give rebuke again and again”. The Ksav Sofer elaborates on this point, that the rebuke is more tangible
when the speaker is before them in a state of pain and suffering®. R’ Elya Svei x"uv"7w explains differently, that when one is
on his deathbed no one can claim that the speaker has any ulterior motives for giving the rebuke other than for the good of
the recipient. For this reason both Moshe and Yaakov gave their rebuke immediately prior to their deaths®.

The Mitzva Not only are leaders and people in positions of influence required to rebuke others for their misdeeds. The
of Tochacha Torah requires each and every person to give Tochacha — rebuke, when he sees another person doing the

wrong thing. The word "nnain" is explained by some to originate from the word "n>n" — opposite, since by
giving Tochacha one has clarified the misdeed and placed it clearly before the sinner’s eyes®. The Tochacha should be given
in a soft-spoken manner that will clarify the person’s error without embarrassing him. This is one explanation for the
conclusion of the Passuk: "xon "7y xwn X721 A0y nx nIm ndin" — “You shall surely rebuke your fellow, and not bear on him
a sin”. This last phrase is stating that the rebuke should be in a way that you are not causing him embarrassment and thereby
transgressing the sin of shaming a fellow Jew®. One who cannot do so is exempt from the Mitzva entirely’.

The Gemara tells us that the only proper way to give rebuke is if one is not in any way guilty of the same sin®. Only in this
way will his words be taken to heart. Often the saying of “Chazal” is quoted: "1%7n 78 0'0131 270 n o'Rxi'n 021" — “Words that
come from the heart, penetrate the heart”. This adage is not found anywhere in the words of Chazal’. What Chazal do say is:
"D'ynwa 1MT 0y DR D w'w DR 7" — “A person who possesses fear of Heaven, his words are accepted”. A person must
be pure himself, in order for his words of reprimand to be accepted and heeded to™.

Even if the sin being transgressed is not an Issur D’oraysah, and is merely an action that is “improper”, one is required to give
Tochacha''. The Pri Megadim discusses if indeed there is a requirement to give Tochacha to someone who neglects a
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positive commandment, such as not wearing Tzitzis, or only to someone who transgresses a prohibition'>. The Sefer
Chasidim states clearly that even for a positive commandment one is required to give Tochacha'.

The Amoraim give three differing opinions regarding the “Shiur” of Tochacha. According to R’ Eliezer, one is required to give
Tochacha until it reaches a point of confrontation that involves physical blows. R’ Yehoshua states that one is only required
until he is cursed. Ben Azai states that he is only required until he is verbally abused (n9'11). The Rishonim disagree if these
limits are meant as a maximum point that should not be reached, or that only once this level has been reached should one
desist™. The Rishonim also disagree on the final Halacha'®. The Mishne Berura states that in a case where it is not clear if
the sin is worthy of Tochacha, it suffices to give Tochacha only until the minimum level — verbal abuse. Otherwise one should
continue giving Tochacha until the maximum level, at which point he is exempt'®. The Acharonim dispute if physical force
may be used to coerce someone to fulfill a Mitzva'’.

The above limits are in regard to reprimanding an individual. When giving Tochacha to a Tzibbur one is only required to do so
once. If they do not listen then, since each person sees the others ignoring the Tochacha, we can assume that they will
continue to disregard it repeatedly'®. Some contemporary Poskim state that giving Tochacha via a letter or even on the phone
is not enough to discharge his requirement to reprimand in person'®. The Steipler argues that even via a letter is sufficient®.

The Rama states in several places that nowadays it is sometimes not possible to sufficiently rebuke a transgressor, since we
are concerned that he may seek revenge®'. One is not required to place himself in danger for the Mitzva of Tochacha®. If the
action is done in public, and a lack of response will cause a Chilul Hashem, one is required to speak, even if he will be placed
in danger®. According to the Maharshal, one is even required to give up his life rather than expressly approve of something
contrary to the Torah, since this is considered heresy®*. One is not required to spend money for the Mitzva of Tochacha®.

When one person harms or insults another, there is an added reason to require Tochacha. The Passuk states: nx xawn X7
nMy DX NI N2IN 2272 'k — “Do not hate your fellow in your heart; rather surely rebuke your brother”. The Rishonim
explain that the intent of the Torah is to tell us that instead of storing up resentment to another person for that which he has
wronged us, we should confront him directly and tell him of our grievances. In this way the other person has a chance to
explain his actions or apologize for them, ultimately (hopefully) resolving the disagreement®. If one does not wish to
approach the individual, or he cannot do so, it is righteous and proper to forgive him and then he no longer needs to give the
Tochacha®. One should realize that when another person is punished for hurting someone else, it affects the victim’s
Neshama as well®. According to the Yereim, after the victim has approached the antagonist, and explained his grievances,
he is no longer included in the prohibition against hating him?.

Chanufa If one neglects to give Tochacha, one may also be transgressing another Aveirah of Chanufa — flattering

wrongdoers. According to Rabbeinu Yonah, whenever one does not give Tochacha he transgresses this
prohibition®. In some cases (where his silence will be construed as an approval), one is even required to endanger oneself to
state his objection. The Gemara tells us that Klal Yisrael was decreed to be destroyed 1"n for comforting King Agrippas, by
telling him that his rule was legitimate®'. (Agrippas was a descendant of Geirim and was unfit to be a Jewish King.) Chazal
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describe many terrible punishments for one who flatters evildoers, such as: Chanufa brings Heavenly anger to the world, the
flatterers prayers are not accepted, he is cursed, he will fall into Gehinnom, he will fall into the hands of the one he flattered,
he is abominable, he will be exiled, he will not greet the face of the Shechinah, etc®.

If the people will certainly not listen to his rebuke, he may refrain from saying anything if two conditions are met: 1) the people
are transgressing the Aveirah inadvertently. In this case we apply the rule of o™ 1'n* 781 DAY I'n'w 2VIn — it is preferable
that they do it inadvertently than on purpose®. If it is possible that at least one person will refrain from doing the Aveirah after
his rebuke, he is required to give the Tochacha even if the others will continue on purpose®. This rule does not apply to
Mitzvos that are clearly stated in the Torah®. 2) Only if an entire Tzibbur is doing this Aveirah, do we apply the rule of 1vm
naaw . If only some individuals are doing so, one must reprimand them, so that others will not learn from their actions®.
Many of the irreligious Jews nowadays, are such because of their upbringing. For such people, if they will not listen to the
Tochacha, we may apply the rule of o't 1'n' 7x1 p2aw 'a'w 2vin. The same would apply to any group that follows a ruling
of a Rabbi that is incorrect. Since they will not accept the Tochacha it is preferable to keep silent®.

Even in cases that one is not required to give Tochacha, one is still not allowed to praise or otherwise approve of the actions.
Even if one stands to gain financially or otherwise from this person, he is forbidden to praise him*. This Halacha can vary,
depending on what is being said and regarding whom. Hence, each situation requires an individual Psak if one may honor a
sinner for the sake of financial or political gain. This question is often raised regarding the honorees at fundraising events.

Some Acharonim say that although an individual can discharge his obligation of Tochacha to a Tzibbur with a one-time
reprimand, the Rav, whose job is to care for the spiritual condition of his congregation, is required to repeatedly give
Tochacha until the issue is rectified®. Even in cases where the Tochacha will not help and one may be Halachically exempt,
there is still a benefit to making a Machaah — protest. The Brisker Rav once explained, that just like when a person is hurt
physically, he cries out in pain, even though his crying won’t help in any way. So too, when an Aveirah is being done, one
should cry out in pain, even if it will not help at all*. From a different angle, R’ Elyashiv x"u*7w writes, that the reason we must
make “Hafganos” — protests against Chilul Shabbos in Eretz Yisrael, even when the obligation of Tochacha does not require
it, since if everyone would exempt himself from Tochacha, the Chilul Shabbos would spread more and more*'.

Arvus  When Kial Yisrael stood on Har Grizim and Har Eival, one of the things they accepted on themselves was to be

naw — guarantors on each others actions*. In other words, from that point on, any action of any member of Kial
Yisrael was the responsibility of everyone else as well. For this reason, anyone who could give Tochacha for a sin and did
not, is faulted for that sin as if he did it himself**. According to some opinions, women and even Kohanim and Leviyim are not

included in this Arvus to some degree*. Even so, the Poskim say that the Mitzva of Tochacha still applies to these people®.

Chazal tell us that the Beis Hamikdosh was destroyed since people did not rebuke one another®. ma wTpnn na N KW '
12NN 17'80 — One who does not witness the rebuilding of the Beis Hamikdosh in his lifetime is as if he destroyed it, since he
has not rectified the sins that caused its destruction*’. May we soon be Zocheh to experience the final nnna, and celebrate
the day of Tisha Bav as a Yom Tov instead of mourning, x"12.

,Nav v
70 170 NN
x"am 7"n'wo

LT 7911 910 - N1ANY? 920NN 73 ...01N1A2 7911 - N9IN 1A W'Y DTR 7D ... IR |'77M nX 'Ynaw DAty 17'9X - N90N 12 U'y 0TX 72 (XN ,A"Y nw*?
A" 0712 9107 - 19NN N2 W'Y ATV 7D ...NTID NOIRN - N9IN N2 W'Y TV 7D .02 |2 T2 7911 - 1112 T2 7911 1'K DRI L12 T2 791 - 172 7911 1'R DXI
V1N [IW7 MD0n NdILDMPY NdILD'DIN NdILDYY ND 1N 119 NI7AEA 'K NINMD YR ,KAX 12 Y

VNI 'Y 12T 017 K79 DT 7V AIXD ) ,UNWIN 12T 01 0TR 7Y DIYAY Dw3,A"Y N0 NN L[TTTA A YR AAY 1w Ao X"y 7 nya®

.T0N7 'R 7R, YN 'R 790 wr DX TR TTIDN7 20N ,n"Ma NIvpEnn 2 047'05n D'WARY 2"naT 1" 'o 2"n NIk n"ax %

"1'0 N"IX 0"Nd N"IV 'vi .T"0W '0 N"IN D72 'V ,NNINA WII9NN 1T X171 DAY 70 OXII0'WA DWA 'R D1,0W n¥a |"135
.n" N ‘o v w'ndn niman 'y
'n "N v"o nivwn 'wewn '0°’
X'0"w 2121w 9"nMal 'PoaMpr N™Man owa 136 'y 19NN X7 Md 17 'o 'y 110K "3 1ITadN1 1NN 71 0Nl L7"1d1 VIYS 1I0'K 11T? DDoNY |E)IN138
2210 ' NIXY 197 70011000 DI1'Y DIpna 9N1,0MMN 1Y oY 7Y N9 NNMIY 0'11NT 2 NIK N 'y n"Twr, 1™ 'o NIk 0"nd n"v v
.(2"y X" nv1o 'v) ny1o nxva pnuw v wava Ak nn% nm "1, 77 'y 2"nra"y m' X"n 702 na? nanani nimaiy®
RN NN NYRY Y NIKIPE RN 9T 19101 2"0 '0 T'n V"AK n"ax 'V 710" DU DR 210" n¥nn 73 K7 DK .1 'o niiwn yaip®!
"7 nuiol 2"n MTNI0 'Y DT N2 171D1,'N 07PN WA 'Y R N 172071 .01 DT DR 70w T LINK v UK L0 niviawn 2"y |"rrmo4
17210 071Vn 7 7V 0911 - 171D D71V 700, 'WAR 7V 097 - N 'WAN LINM 'WAR 7V 09N - NN K71 N 'WAR? NiNn7 YwoRw m D 2"y M my*
X7W DTN W'RN DR ,NAIWNA YWD TN O"NNIE L [IIY DNIRQ 09N1T N1y N2Iya NN X7¥ 'ma 79001 (0w n"Twa Xain) 'v winT (*ax'79) 27 »Dwn 'oal
DY XN N"TYA D7IX .RP1'D WU PWIRD D" L17 190MT D 12 TYn "9 N1 NIoX NIWATA 0"Mnnnl W'Y X7 IR DT 7W Imaivna juynn 7nn1 noin
X7 RONN 17 19N 'RIL,NDIN K71 YYUOY DIYA |1V 09N KIN KNT ,'NIAN X7 '"AxY7 IRWII .IN¥YN NAIYN NIwy? 1IxT 7"01 Ty p2Inw waT nnyan
WUNELYMI9T INIR 12V KNT AUNT ROU'WO MINDTT L7710 "2 ¥™M9YT IXT "W DU 7ON0IW N2 Nw ANIMLL.YUN 7Y INAIYNA NDIN
'> N1>12 N"7¥2 1MAT 9" ;N 7701 n'wa PRT D 20 DY WK1 NI Dyun NIdN1A KRNI RY'Y 9"YRT 7K' TV n"T0 0w 'oimal n'"n nidpa Yy
N 7Y 1Ty X7 [I'DT DYLN IRMAIL7701 DI'R D171 DN D'RT ANd N"7¥al N Ny 7991 0wl pan y'va wURAn MaT "ow X"w 'o NIk K"y 'l K'Y
WYL "I R KR MnRwd n'n 7w nnan nen X7w nivn Kin 0t oyoni 17ap X7 0'ra
A"7'o 1"on R™MY 'y A"y XM D12 9T 7Y 97 'oa XA L, |NTaY wMan 111 12y 3"wni,n"n ‘o 1"n 0"wann n"iv ,9"n n"Tw 'y
W'y ,0n 'R DNIYY D" 0WITR M9 'WIL,0IN NKIY 72w DY RN 'O XAML.A712 9107 D910 12 W'Y MY nVIoa DY wAion DI, A"y oMy nw*
.MIYN NWY R7W 197 XYL 'R LIANNN 178D 17V 275N ' D121 1P T 20w 1T, 177 inm o'f7an wrm?

T

Not intended for use as nwyn7 ndn To subscribe by e-mail, please send a request to: KAIMO@optonline.net MY NMa 9 ©



