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“Since you did not serve Hashem out of joy and goodness of heart, from abundance of all...”

Mitzva to The Ramban in Sefer Hamitzvos cites this Passuk as the source for the Mitzva to recite Hallel on the festivals
Rejoice commemorating our salvations. He explains that this Passuk is the source for the Shirah - song sung by the

Leviyim in the Beis Hamikdosh when sacrifices are brought. The purpose behind this Shirah is so that the
Avodah of offering the Korbanos will be performed “out of joy and goodness of heart”. On all Yomim Tovim, we are also
commanded to be joyous, and hence Hallel, the thankful expression of our joy, is included in this Mitzva'.

This opinion of the Ramban, that the recitation of Hallel on Yomim Tovim is a Mitzva D’oraysoh, is shared by several other
Rishonim®. The Rambam disagrees, and states that Hallel is only a Mitzva D’rabanan, whereas the Raavad argues that at
least sometimes it is D’oraysah®. The main Practical difference involved with this question, pertains to one who is in doubt if
he recited Hallel. According to the Ramban that it is a Mitzva D’oraysoh, one would be required to repeat it again. If Hallel is
only D’rabanan, he would not*. The Acharonim raise several objections to the Ramban’s opinion. For example, women are
included in the Mitzva to rejoice on Yom Tov°. Even so, the Gemara states that a woman cannot recite Hallel for a man, since
they are not obligated in the Mitzva of reciting Hallel. According to the Ramban, Hallel is part of the general Mitzva of
rejoicing on Yom Tov, and women should be included in it°. Other Acharonim point out that according to the Ramban, the
complete Hallel should be recited on all the days of Pesach, and not just the first day’.

Rosh The above discussion only pertains to the recitation of Hallel on Yom Tov. There are several additional times
Chodesh during the year when Hallel is recited, sometimes completely and at other times with the omission of two

paragraphs, referred to as Hallel B’dilug. On Rosh Chodesh, the partial version of Hallel is recited. The
Gemara tells us that this is a Minhag which originally was not observed by all communities®. According to some Rishonim,
since this is only a Minhag, a Bracha should not be said for Hallel on Rosh Chodesh®. Tosfos argues, that even for a Minhag,
a Bracha may be recited’. Others differentiate between an individual reciting Hallel and a Tzibbur'. All three of these
opinions are brought in Shulchan Aruch. The Rama paskens that a Bracha is always recited, regardless if recited in solitude
or with a Minyan. However, since there is a Machlokes in this regard, one should try to recite Hallel with a Tzibbur'. For this
reason, even if a person is in the middle of Pesukei D’zimra when the Tzibbur begins Hallel on Rosh Chodesh, he should
interrupt his Davening and recite Hallel with them, without reciting the Bracha prior to Hallel or the Bracha afterwards. On
Yom Tov when there is no question regarding the Bracha, one should not interrupt his Davening to join the Tzibbur®.

Several reasons are given why Hallel is recited on Rosh Chodesh. The Shlah explains that since all the Yomim Tovim are
scheduled based on the declaration of Rosh Chodesh, Hallel is recited on Rosh Chodesh as well'*. The Aruch Hashulchan
explains differently, that the phases of the moon are compared to Klal Yisrael, and the rebirth of the new moon represents
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Klal Yisrael as we emerge from dark times. For this reason, we celebrate on Rosh Chodesh and thank Hashem for the many
salvations that we have experienced'®.

The Passuk states, "n nw 7721nn xian v wnw namn" — “From the easterly sun (dawn) until it sets, praise the name of
Hashem”. From here we see that Hallel may only be recited by day'®. The Acharonim say that preferably Hallel should only
be recited after sunrise, even if one must Daven before that time'’. Hallel may not be recited at night'®. The Chasam Sofer
points out, that although Hallel is recited on Pesach at night during the Haggada; this is an exception, since the night of the
Seder is considered as if we are personally re-experiencing the miracle of Yetzias Mitzrayim. At the time of the miraculous
event itself, Hallel may be recited even at night'®. Others explain that the exception of Seder night is for Kabbalistic reasons®.

According to some Acharonim, Hallel is considered part of Tefilah, and should be recited immediately following Shemoneh
Esrei without any interruption, except for necessary interruptions such as making the Bracha on the Lulav?'. R Moshe
Feinstein 7"yt argues that this is not the case®. Hallel should be recited standing, and not leaning or sitting®.

There is a well known “Vort” said in the name of R’ Chaim Soloveitchik 7"¥1.>* We say in Kedushah "nnx* yna onniyy?" —
“Opposite them, [the angels] respond, “Blessed...”. This is generally explained to mean that one set of Malachim responds to
the others: “Blessed is the Glory of Hashem..” R’ Chaim explains differently, that in actuality the Malachim are not responding
to one another, rather they are responding to the Kedushah of Klal Yisrael. Chazal tell us that the Malachim cannot recite
Kedushah in Shomayim, until we have recited Kedushah here on earth?®. The reason for this, he explains, is that Kedushah
requires a quorum of ten men to be recited. Since Malachim cannot qualify as a quorum, they can only respond to the
Kedushah of ten men, and cannot recite it on their own. Also for this reason, following the splitting of the Yam Suf, the
women responded to the song of the men, and did not recite the Shirah on their own. Since the Shirah was considered
“Hallel”, a quorum of men was required. Hence, only by joining with the men were the women permitted to sing Shirah.

Rav Mordechai Gifter 7"x1 writes in a letter, that he does not believe that this Vort was ever said by R’ Chaim. Among other
objections, he mentions, that there is no source to say that Hallel requires a quorum of ten to be recited. Clearly such is not
the case, since the Hallel in the Haggada is rarely recited with a Minyan, and no Posek ever mentioned such a requirement.

Personal The Gemara in Pesachim (x"v 1) states: 72 w1 ,i7191 79 73 72v INIXk DNIN IN'Y 78w 0NY D' |01 0'R2)
Salvations [N7INA 7V INIX DNIXR P7820W071 9w D'y XN X7w nnxl oy — “The prophets amongst them instituted that

they should recite [Hallel] at set times, and on any hardship that befalls Klal Yisrael and they are redeemed,
they should recite it upon their redemption.” According to the Meiri, this statement of Chazal permits a person to recite Hallel
(without a Bracha) on the anniversary of his own personal redemption, unrelated to the set times delineated by Chazal®.
Based on this, certain communities at different times in history wished to institute the recitation of Hallel on the anniversary of
a miraculous salvation of their community?®. The Acharonim point out that the Halacha is not in accordance with the Meiri, for
several reasons:

1) Hallel may only be recited for a miracle that is performed for all of Klal Yisrael. A miracle performed for an individual
does not warrant the recitation of Hallel*.

2) Hallel is only recited on miraculous events that are clearly supernatural. A salvation that is veiled in natural events
does not legitimatize reciting Hallel. The miracle of Purim was only declared a Yom Tov since Chazal found a source
for it hinted in the Torah®.

In the Kinah recited on Tishah B’Av to commemorate the Crusades, it says: nayani Naw Tvim g'oin? 'k D - that no
new days of commemoration should be added to our calendar. For this reason we include all the suffering and
tribulations in the mourning of Tishah B’Av, and no other days were instituted™'.

"y 2N 'o w'niny™®
.72 NNy I'RY DIV RINY D ,T'n o wkam M ntiwal LD nwy o nteiR"™ LIRIRN TY wny DNtan ,QmT 990 NIRRT W i L, n'an y'®
.NNNN Yann n'?'nnd7,w'ni7vn it D K"o n"on 'o t™an y"iva 072X L9pn7 wr T"nywal ,0aT RN N N mnn? ¢ LX"o X'n n"wiinn n"w'’
.N0® 772 770 7 'o1an 'R, 770 'R 1T wkam Min n'ivn n™i XM 'o 2"n YRw ot n"iv XM 'o NI 0"nn n"y'®
.['2702n 'R DT DYON NNRXRAY 710 WRAM "MIin N KT AT,"Aan UTnn 717 0d7 'R 'win K 0T 7Y wnn 010 Nyw XY Noo 7171 7aN" ,ou'®
.n"o0 'n'yn T"9'ox N"TW 'yi 7"y ,waT AT MK NYanl,'D TI0A INMIN WKYT YITD NARN T 7Y 721M TIo W DNNT ,0W 7R 0'N n"w?°
.0v 0"wnnn n"iwa 1L TRT 20N n'7'oni Y7nT xnsoinn owa 1"o 1"n ‘o n"yr
.0"wnnnn "93 n7'onn 10yn 770 'R1L,DW DMID2 NNINA 2"WNnd X' KND0INN NADT V"0 2"n N"IX nwn nnax n"w?
"V KT INT AT DX AWM (A1 n7ana an? 1y 7"n 0"nna i .70 2N NI v
.(X">1"0 nnw) "pn onY wni" 9"ny oman n"an owa n"ny 0N NN 'oa xain?
w91 '01 'Wi .0'N7R "2 7D 1N TRl i 0D TN P2 (N7 2K) nKIY ,non? TR NnR'y Ty ,n7un? ' Dnnik w'nn 'R 1"y Ry |"7|n25
W'Y MW DNNIR 7R DYNRIYY TY 7'NNNY DYy T¥N ON71D71 DNNA 'RY X7X 78U T 'R72InY win'on 'Ry ,X™M9 'N WY D' NN
SUTIRA DT L,NNDINE TR 17 K7 DX DM N7R DT IRY'Y XK'RY" 0020 J1'0 7V |0 X 00 INI7'RA XaIn L 7MY 109 n"ann anon®
X2"p v vy 751 0", 1My AN 'R KRNI 7] 0 IR 1INXY7 770 Yiap? 'R NIt 7R DX InyYRe TNt 2,21 ™7 0'noo mixn?
X2"nox1,0"n 'o WpwhN 0" n"wn, T NIR 10K anm 1"¥n o NIk n"9 Ky 2"op NIk A" 'o T 0"nn N 1" XN''RW N'7IRW 7nvin y?
"y NYTT N AR L7 D D 7R DN nMiwal .nonn 7n a"noa 2" ,0m i 1R KR ININ N R IR 7D X0 0T, [80 n"T 2"y T ndio 'oim
W'Y ,0INNRIE DIYRY DNTA 7RI 120 101 D01, 1D1HINIRKDND X7W WU'RINED" NN 9" 0 N T Im 7RI 75 NWIvn 2T NdIN (120 KR (17N KT
[AYUT 010 DIYN 7"X 770 MI7 71O N 'R ¥aon T2 A AnnRMmnY [T L, Ndnn Rn” P9RIv N akan nranLo"n 'y 0'RRIN NIm nirn y"inn
N D1L,NNMNI D7IRD 'RI7R N N9MIWI ,NN9VNNYIE 7ARNNYT DNANN A7IPY D ,NWIRY? N 190N Dd12Y7 7y X1 m'w" aimd ,"om 'wxY [Nt " N1
i i i i
W'Y ,9'0InT 'K NYN N7an 2702 (1T 7M10 n"M9a 'i "NNIIyR Mg oern D NN, NIRRT MMYIT 0N |'REL,NIYANT QY TVIN 9'oInY

Not intended for use as nwyn7 ndn To subscribe by e-mail, please send a request to: KAIMO@optonline.net MY NMa 9 ©



Following the Holocaust, some Rabbonim felt that for such a tremendous Churban, a day should be set aside every year to
mourn and fast. The Chazon Ish paskened at that time, that we cannot possibly add a day of celebration or of mourning, to
the days instituted by our Neviim with Ruach Hakodesh®. The Kebhilla of Frankfurt a.M. had an ancient Minhag to celebrate
the 20" of Adar as a Yom Tov. The Chasam Sofer was stringent with himself, and on this day he would always be sure to
make a Siyum on a Mesechta, so that his celebration would not be considered adding to the existing Yomim Tovim®.

It is important to mention Chazal’s statement (2"v n' naw): qTani NN Nt 10 - DI 722 770 Xpn - “One who recites Hallel
every day, is considered a blasphemer”. The Acharonim give many explanations for this strong statement*. The consensus
of most of these explanations is that one who recites Hallel for events that do not warrant such, loses his appreciation for the
true miracles performed by Hashem. Such a lack of appreciation is tantamount to blasphemy. This would even apply to
someone who recites Hallel without a Bracha®. Some Poskim suggest that one can have in mind his personal salvation while
saying Hallel on Rosh Chodesh®.

Rosh Regarding the Yom Tov of Rosh Hashana, we find a paradox in the words of Chazal. Chazal (2"v 27 n™) tell
Hashanah us: ,IWOKN N7 AN ?0M1I950 DAl 1M )97 N'Y DNNIK 7RY 'R NN 190,30 WA n"fapn 197 nwn DR NN

197 N'YW DMINIX YR 19 'NIND 0NN M1901 0N M1901 TN X0d 7y awrr 17 — “The Malachim asked Hakadosh
Baruch Hu: Why does Kilal Yisrael not say Hallel before you on Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur? Hashem answered them: “Is
it possible for the King to be sitting on the Throne of Judgement, with the Books of those who will live and those who will die
open before Him, and Kilal Yisrael should sing Hallel.” In other words, it is contradictory to the awe and trepidation of the
Yomim Noraim to sing Hallel at this time. However, in the Medrash we find quynni piNw w17 |'7 17 W'y DR D71V 79 2NN
['oNNNI DIPT |'N7a01 D27 D'DSUYNNI D27 D'WAIT7 D 'R 7RIW' 22N 1T KRY' 'R VTP 1R 97 1'119X NIN 'RIE DPT 7T7an1 DNINY
01 DN7 NWY' N"apnw 'VTI'Y '97 n"a n'nnwil NIl P72ik1 Doy — A person who faces judgment will usually take on customs
of mourning, since he is unsure of his fate. Klal Yisrael though is different, they dress in white and eat and drink and
celebrate, since they rely that Hashem will perform for them a miracle®.

The Brisker Rov explained these seemingly contradictory concepts as follows: The Piyut on Rosh Hashana contains a
strange phrase: nnax 7'7'x Jnn — “From You | flee — to You”. This phrase is quite perplexing; someone who is fleeing from
something is running away from that thing, not towards it? He explains, that true Bitachon is not when a person says:
“Nothing will happen to me, everything is fine”. This is foolishness, not Bitachon. Genuine Bitachon is someone who realizes
the hopelessness of his situation, and with nowhere to turn he turns to Hashem and says, “Only You can help me”. One who
realizes the depth and thoroughness of the judgment on Rosh Hashana, realizes that his situation is truly hopeless. In this
state of total despair and hopelessness, terrified from Hashem’s judgment, a person realizes the only place to turn is to
Hashem. This is the essence of Rosh Hashana — nnax 7"7x nn. For this reason, we can on one hand stand in fear and
trepidation, not daring to open our mouths in praise, whereas on the other hand we can celebrate, knowing that through the
realization of our dire situation and crying out to Him, Hashem will surely look upon us compassionately®.

The Acharonim point out that although Hallel is not recited on Rosh Hashana, the Shir Shel Yom and the Shirah of 1w Tx is
recited. They explain that only Hallel requires a completely joyous state — which is impossible on Rosh Hashana. These other
songs of praise do not require such an unadulterated state of joy*. The Maharsha explains that v'w* 1~ is really only relating
what Klal Yisrael said at that time, and is therefore permitted.

Tosfos points out that the Malachim in the above Gemara only asked why Kilal Yisrael is not saying Shirah, and not why the
Malachim themselves do not. From this we see that the Malachim are permitted to say Shirah on Rosh Hashanah, and we
may say the parts of Davening that speak about the Shirah of the Malachim (nniw' nirnni).*' The Yaavetz argues that since
Klal Yisrael cannot say Shirah, the Malachim cannot say either, since, as we mentioned, the Malachim must wait for us*.
This is probably the reason that in our Kehillo we omit na1w' nirnini on Rosh Hashana®.
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