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“And Avram said to the king of S’dom: | swear to Hashem... from a thread to a shoelace - | shall not
take from all that is yours, and you shall not say: I have made Avram wealthy...”

King of The Derisha tells us that the reason Avram did not accept any portion of the spoils from the king of Sodom, was
Sodom based on the well known dictum of Shlomo Hamelech in Mishlei ("> 1"0): "n'n' nnnn xawi" — “He who despises

gifts shall live”. Even though Avraham did accept gifts from other kings, such as Pharoh and Avimelech, there he
had a specific purpose in accepting these gifts, since it afforded him and Sarah protection’. Chazal in several places tell us
how the Amoraim were scrupulous in this regard and would not accept gifts>. The Gemara Megilla relates that the palace of
the Nasi would regularly send gifts to R’ Elazar, which he would refuse to accept’. The Gemara in Sotah states: "7 nwn
DIwN N¥pPN om0 1vynn niann — from the time that people began to accept gifts, days (of peoples lifetimes) have become
lessened, and their years shorter®.

Not all Rishonim concur that Avraham’s motivation for refusing the king of Sodom’s offer was based on the rule of ninn xaw
n'n'. Many Rishonim explain that since the king of Sodom was an evildoer, Avraham did not wish to benefit from money that
was used to perpetrate wicked deeds®. Although usually it is forbidden from giving a free gift to an Akum (Dinn X7 — see Issue
#20), Avraham was permitted to allow the king of Sodom to keep Avraham’s portion of the spoils, since an item that is
useless to the giver may be given. The spoils of Sodom were of no use to Avraham since they were used for wicked deeds®.
Some even go further to say, that these spoils had the status of possessions of an Ir Hanidachas — a town subverted by
idolatry, which are forbidden to derive any benefit from them’. The Brisker Rov would lament the practice by some Mosdos
and Yeshivos that would accept money from “Treife” sources. He would say that from the time this practice began, the
wicked have gotten a share in our Torah, and the level of Torah learning has dropped considerably®.

Another interesting explanation is given by the Chasam Sofer, that the Battle of the Kings took place on Pesach. Avraham did
not wish to take from the spoils, since this would be considered like payment for work performed on Yom Tov. (Although he
was permitted to join the battle in order to save Lot’s life.)’

Despising Many reasons are given to explain Shlomo Hamelech’s statement, that one who “despises gifts will live”:
Gifts

1) The Rambam explains that Tzaddikim do not accept any gifts, since they would rather trust only in Hashem
to provide for them'®. The Bais Yosef was frequented by a Maggid — a Heavenly agent that would teach him Torah. On one
occasion the Maggid warned him from accepting anything from others, since livelihood should come purely from Hashem'.

The Maharal elaborates on this, that only a person who is independently self-sufficient is considered truly “living”*%.

2) Rabbeinu Bachya states that by sufficing with what Hashem gives him, and not accepting anything from someone else, a
person has uprooted his natural tendency to desire and covet the possessions of others'. R’ Yaakov Kamenetsky 7"xt offers
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a slightly different approach. One who accustoms himself to possessing items that belonged to others, may become less
concerned with the idea of taking another’s possessions, and may cause him to steal™. This concern befits R’ Yaakov, the
epitome of honesty and integrity, whose scrupulousness in monetary matters was world-renowned.

3) The Sm”a explains that by accepting gifts, it becomes difficult for the recipient to ever chastise his benefactor. Since there
is a Mitzva to rebuke one’s fellow if he has performed a misdeed, the recipient will find this Mitzva too difficult to perform™.
The Shevet Mussar adds, that for this reason, one who does not accept gifts merits life. Chazal tell us that one of the four
groups of people that will not merit “greeting the face of the Shechinah” is the group of “flatterers” (those who flatter evildoers
instead of rebuking them). One who does not accept gifts will not be included in this category, and will be capable of greeting
the Shechinah — the source of all life™.

4) The Sefer Chassidim tells us that one who does not accept gifts from another person, will not be punished for his sins'’. In
a similar vein, others explain that a Tzaddik who accepts endowments from others, can be v"7 taken away from this world as
an atonement for his benefactors'®.

5) Another explanation given by some Acharonim is that often a gift is not given whole-heartedly; rather it is given out of
shame or pressure. Accepting such a gift is a form of stealing™.

Some Acharonim stipulate that this Passuk in Mishlei only discouraged accepting gifts that are given to a Talmid Chacham
out of appreciation of his Torah stature, since the Torah should not be used for financial gain®®. R’ Yosef Engel 7"yt strongly
rejects this opinion, that this dictum applies to everyone®'. All agree that n*n* nann xaw is not an obligation at all; rather it is a
pious custom. In fact, the Rishonim say that if a person wishes to accept a gift on behalf of his friend, he may do so without
the recipient’s knowledge. Although normally a transaction cannot be done on another’s behalf without his knowledge, unless
the transaction is purely beneficial to the recipient, accepting a gift is considered purely beneficial. The rule of n'n' nann x1w
— which would imply that accepting a gift is detrimental, is not considered a lack of benefit unless the recipient protests
voluntarily that he does not wish to accept the gift?. The Yerushalmi states that this pious custom is a requirement for
someone that is accustomed to using Kabbalistic incantations®.

Many Acharonim say that the advice to “despise gifts” does not apply to giving Tzedaka and accepting it. Since the giving of
Tzedaka is a Mitzva, no harm can befall those who partake in the Mitzva?*. Some point out that in the case of Tzedaka, it is

not considered accepting a “gift” at all, since the benefactor ultimately receives more spiritually than the beneficiary®. Others
state that n'n* nann xaw only applies when the recipient does not need the item®. Rashi states in Avos, that one who relies
on the support of Tzedaka instead of working for his livelihood is included in the Passuk n'n* nnann xawi. This would
seemingly only apply to someone who is able to support himself and chooses not to”.

“Despising gifts” does not apply to a guest that is staying in someone’s home?. It also does not apply to someone who
accepts support in order to learn Torah. Since the ultimate benefit of this support is received by the benefactor, it is not
considered a “gift” — just like Tzedaka®.
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The Zohar mentions that it is customary to give gifts to a Chosson — groom at the time of his wedding. This gift was called
“Doron Drasha” — since it was given in appreciation of the Drasha that the Chosson would deliver at the time®. Some explain
that another purpose for these gifts is based on the statement of Chazal that chastises anyone who derives benefit from the
wedding celebration without bringing joy to the Chosson and Kallah®'. By giving a gift, one has brought joy to the Chosson
and Kallah and can benefit from the celebration without compunction®’. There are several other ways to bring joy to the
Chosson and Kallah as well, such as: joining in the dancing, speaking with them about the joyous occasion, praising their
spouse etc. A person of great stature can bring joy simply by attending®. Some Poskim suggest that one give the gift directly
to the Chosson and Kallah at the time of the wedding, since the primary time of the Chosson and Kallah’s joy is on the day of
the wedding®. The Brisker Rov would not accept gifts from his children’s Chasunos after the Sheva Brochos, since after that
time the joy is completed, and the rule of n*n* niann x1w applies once more®.

Another explanation for the permissibility of a Chosson and Kallah accepting gifts is that since it is an expectation and social
norm to give a gift at such an occasion, it is not considered a free gift. One who gives a wedding present fully expects that at
his own joyous occasion he will receive gifts in return. In fact, in certain circumstances one has the legal right to demand
“repayment” for wedding gifts in Beis Din. This type of present is more a business deal than a gift and is permissible®.

R’ Moshe Shternbuch x"u'7w raises the question if n'n* ninnn x1w applies to accepting Mishloach Manos on Purim. He
concludes that since it is a Mitzva to give, even more than the minimum requirement, there is no concern of niann x1w.*” The
Poskim say that gifts for a Bar Mitzva are also an exception to this rule, since they are given to honor the child having begun
the observance of Torah and Mitzvos®. The Gerrer Rebbe once stated that n'n* niann xaw never applies when giving a gift of
Seforim®. One who receives a gift does not recite Shehecheyanu, even for an item that would require Shehecheyanu if
purchased®.

The Poskim discuss if n'n' nann xaw applies to accepting gifts from a non-Jew. Some Rishonim point out that Avraham
refused the gifts of the king of Sodom — a non-Jew*'. Others explain that according to the reasoning of the Sm”a (above #3)
that one should not accept gifts out of fear that he will be unable to give rebuke, regarding a non-Jew this would not apply
since there is no Mitzva to rebuke a non-Jew*?.
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