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even according to the Rama, if one invites an additional friend to join the meal as company for a guest, it is considered 
Hachnosas Orchim even for this friend17.  
 
The Maharil writes that Hachnosas Orchim per se is only in regard to wealthy people. Inviting poor people to one’s table is 
included in the Mitzva of Tzedaka and not Hachnosas Orchim18. The Shlah and others argue that Hachnosas Orchim is not 
limited to the wealthy, and applies to rich and poor alike19. Some Acharonim state that true Hachnosas Orchim is only when 
he is מכניס the guest – bringing the guest in from the street. If the person asked for a place to stay it is not the complete form 
of Hachnosas Orchim, since the host did not initiate the invitation. For this reason it is called הכנסה – bringing inside20. 
 
The Mitzva of caring for guests takes precedence over Torah learning. Hence, if one was on his way to go learn Torah and 
guests arrived, he is required to delay his learning and care for the guests21. Some Rishonim state that Torah learning may 
be put off for Hachnosas Orchim, regardless whether someone else can perform the Mitzva in his stead22. However, the 
Mishne Berura paskens that this Halacha only applies if no one else is available at that time to care for the guests. If another 
person is available, Torah learning should not be delayed because of the guests23. Similarly, if a guest arrives at the time 
when one is about to go to Daven, if the guest will be insulted if one leaves at that time, the host is permitted to miss 
Davening B’tzibbur in order to care for his guests. If it is possible to explain to the guests that he needs to go to Daven 
without them being insulted, then he must do so24. 
 
In addition to the Mitzva of Hachnosas Orchim that applies to ordinary people, there is a special importance to having a 
Talmid Chochom as a guest. Chazal tell us that a person who hosts Talmidei Chachamim and provides for them from his 
possessions, is considered as if he has offered a Korban Tamid25. The Shlah (brought in the Mishne Berura) adds that this 
special Mitzva can be fulfilled by inviting Yeshiva Bochurim to one’s table when they are in need of a place. In this way one 
has accomplished both the Mitzva of Hachnosas Orchim, and he has brought a Torah atmosphere to his table26. 
 
One should generally not host in his home people who are sinners and evildoers. According to some Acharonim, such people 
are not included in the Mitzva at all27. R’ Chaim Soloveitchik ל"זצ  once invited a guest to his house to sleep. The next 
morning, the guest got up early, stole several items from the house and left. When his family criticized R’ Chaim for inviting 
such a person to his house, he replied, “Avraham Avinu invited to his home Arab travelers who worshipped the dust of their 
feet. When it comes to Hachnosas Orchim, the door must be open to everyone.28” 
 
One is permitted to serve food to any guest, unless he is sure that the guest will not wash and recite the Brachos. In such a 
case it is forbidden to serve the guest, since he will be causing him to eat without a Bracha29. Other Poskim are even more 
stringent and require one to determine beforehand that all his guests will indeed wash and recite the Brachos30. If the guest 
will be insulted if he is not served food and will conceivably be turned off from Yidishkeit, it is permitted according to many 
Poskim to serve him31. The Chazon Ish forbade giving food even in these circumstances32. If a guest will arrive on Shabbos 
y car if invited, one should not invite him33.  b

 
One should not allow his guests to eat on their own, rather he should personally join them in the meal34. When R’ Yechiel 
Yaakov Weinberg ל"זצ  (the שרידי אש) came to visit R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzensky ל"זצ  on Succos, R’ Chaim Ozer served R’ 
Weinberg food in the Succah, but explained that he himself was eating inside due to the cold weather. A few minutes later R’ 
Chaim Ozer reappeared and sat down to eat in the Succah. He explained that he realized that although the inclement 
weather exempted him from the Mitzva of Succah, it did not exempt him from the Mitzva of Hachnosas Orchim35. From 
Avraham we also see the great importance of serving one’s guests personally36.  
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The third part of this Mitzva that we mentioned is to accompany the guest on his way home. The Rambam 
emphasizes this aspect more than any other part of Hachnosas Orchim37. Accompanying someone who sets out 

on a journey is so important, that the Torah likens one who fails to do so to a murderer38. In the Parsha of Eglah Arufah, the 
Torah commands that if a corpse is found outside of a city and the murderer cannot be identified, that the elders of the city  
perform the procedure of Eglah Arufah, and declare to all those present, “Our hands have not spilled this blood”. Although 
nobody ever would suspect the elders of the city of murder, the Sifri explains that they are declaring their innocence of 
allowing this person to be sent off without accompaniment. Had they allowed him to leave without accompaniment it is 
likened to having murdered the victim with their own hands39. Chazal tell us that the Mitzva of Levoyo affords protection to the 
guest for the entire length of his trip, and even protects the host himself40. 
 

Several explanations are given for the importance of accompaniment and the protection it provides. The Maharsha explains 
that the purpose is to make sure that the guest heads in the proper direction. Hence, even if one merely gives the guests 
directions orally he has fulfilled the basic Mitzva41. Preferably he should accompany the guest until the point where he is sure 
to not get lost42. Others explain that if one does not accompany the guest out the door, and just closes the door behind him, 
the guest may think that he was unwelcome and the host is relieved to see him go. By accompanying him on the way, the 
host shows that it is difficult to see the guest leave; assuring the guest that he was truly welcome43. Some explain in a more 
Kabbalistic fashion, that one is actually accompanying the Shechinah along with the guest44. 
 

Technically one should accompany his guest until the end of the Techum Shabbos (2,000 Amos beyond the city limits), and 
for his mentor up to 12 times that distance45. However, the Poskim say that it is sufficient to symbolically accompany the 
guest for a mere 4 Amos (6-8 feet)46. The Acharonim dispute if the Mitzva of Levoyo only applies when the guest is leaving 
the city, or also when he is traveling within the same city47. Some Poskim stipulate that the Mitzva only applies to a guest that 
is traveling alone by foot48. Other Poskim state that even if he is traveling by car or train with other people, the Mitzva of 
Levoyo applies (at least for 4 Amos)49. Afterwards, the host should stay where he is until the guest disappears from sight50. 
 

It is a well known dictum of Chazal ) ב"פסחים פו ע( "כל מה שיאמר בעל הבית עשה" :  – “All that the host says, you should do”. Some 
versions add an additional phrase: "חוץ מצא"  – “except to leave”51. The Mateh Moshe explains this literally, that the only 
request of a host that one does not need to follow is to leave the house52. The Bach explains that it means that one does not 
need to go out to the market to purchase things for the host53. In Meseches Derech Eretz ) ז"פ(  there is a different version of 
this phrase: "כשהוא דבר כשרות"  – when the request is Halachically permissible. Some suggest that instead of "חוץ מצא"  it 
should be read "א"חוץ מד" , exchanging the צ with a ד. Read in this fashion, it can be understood as an abbreviation for  חוץ
 .except for something forbidden, as the Meseches Derech Eretz says54 – מדבר איסור
 

The Vilna Gaon was once a guest by someone and was experiencing severe stomach pains. The host, not realizing the 
Gaon’s discomfort, served him a full meal, urging the Gaon to partake as he left the room. The Gaon attempted to eat some 
food and promptly vomited it. When the host returned and saw that the Gaon had not eaten anything, he again urged him to 
eat something. The Gaon again attempted to eat a little and again vomited. This cycle repeated itself several times, until the 
host gave up. The Gaon’s Talmidim asked him why he did not simply object to eating the food due to his stomach pain. The 
Gaon replied, “Chazal commanded us that the guest must comply with any request the host makes – כל מקום שנאמר עשה וב

רו עד שתצא נפשושיעו, בדברי סופרים' אפי  – and whenever Chazal say to do something, one must do it up to the point of death”55.  
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