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that her husband should light the candles, even if she is home and capable of lighting15. The husband should also participate 
in this Mitzva on all other weeks by preparing the Neiros for lighting, including pre-lighting the wicks so that they will be easier 
to light afterwards16. The Chazon Ish said that this is not necessary with most of our types of wicks, since they are easily lit 
even without pre-lighting them17. 
 
The Mechaber and the Rama dispute whether one may light Neiros Shabbos in a room that is already fully lit18. Hence, 
although the Rama permits lighting in this case, some Poskim suggest that one turn off the electric lights in the room prior to 
Hadlokas Neiros and only relight them afterwards19. Since the woman has already accepted Shabbos by lighting the Neiros, 
another member of the family should turn on the electric lights. If one doesn’t wish to have the lights off during Hadlokas 
Neiros, one should at least turn off and on the lights once prior to Hadlokas Neiros, and have in mind that one is turning on 
the lights in honor of the Shabbos20. In other areas of the house, where lighting is only necessary to prevent stumbling, any 
type of light is sufficient including outside light from the street or electric light21. 

 
All the members of the household are discharged from their obligation to light Neiros Shabbos with the lighting of s 
Guest

the head of the household22. A guest that is partaking in the Friday night Seudah is, according to many Poskim, 

considered part of the household for this purpose23. If he is not partaking in the meal and has his own designated room in the 
house, he should light Neiros in his room (with a Bracha). In this case, he cannot rely on the opinion of the Rama mentioned 
above and in order to make a Bracha, he must ascertain that the room will not have any other outside or electric light other 
than his Neiros24. If he does not have a designated room in the house, if his wife is lighting at home, he does not need to light 
by his host25. If he does not have a wife lighting at home, he must partake in the Hadlokas Neiros of the host by acquiring a 
portion in the Neiros26. 
 
A married couple that is staying in someone else’s home should preferably light in the room designated for their use. If they 
wish to light in the dining area, it is then preferable that she light prior to the hostess since at that point she has not yet been 
included in the Neiros of the household27. If the guest did not do so, she may still light in the dining area with a Bracha28. The 
same would apply when lighting in a hotel: preferably one should light in his room, if not one may light in the dining area 
provided that the Neiros are close to the table he is eating at29. One may certainly not light in the public lobby, since he 
derives no benefit whatsoever from lighting in such a place. Lighting in such a place with a Bracha may be considered a 
Bracha Levatala. This Halacha is often overlooked. 
 
A Yeshiva should have someone who is eating in Yeshiva appointed to light Neiros for everyone in Yeshiva with candles that 
are jointly owned by all the students. The appointee should light with a Bracha in the dining area, thereby discharging the 
obligation of all the Bachurim30. Each Bachur is also required to have some light in their personal dormitory room, either with 
a candle or from outside light, to prevent stumbling31. If a Bachur is eating out of Yeshiva and sleeping in Yeshiva, the laws of 
a guest would apply (see above).  
 
The Neiros should be lit close enough to sunset that it is obvious that they were lit specifically in honor of Shabbos. Hence, 
one should preferably not light the Neiros before the Zman (18-20 minutes before Shkiah or 40 minutes in Yerushalayim32), 
unless he accepts Shabbos at the same time33. Even if one accepts Shabbos at the time of lighting, he may not light before 
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Plag Hamincha (1¼ שעות זמניות before Shkiah)34. Although a man may choose whether or not to accept Shabbos if he is 
lighting after the Zman (18 minutes before Shkiah – up until Shkiah itself when Shabbos begins regardless), a woman 
automatically accepts Shabbos by lighting the Neiros35. For this reason, some Poskim state that after lighting the candles, a 
woman must carefully place the burning match on a plate and not extinguish it, since she has already accepted Shabbos and 
is forbidden to extinguish fire36. Others say that Shabbos only begins after the Bracha37. 
 
There are several differing opinions as to when, if ever, may a woman light candles and stipulate that she is not accepting 
Shabbos38. The Magen Avraham rules that only for a “necessity” may she do so39. Other Poskim state that she may never do 
so unless she plans to accept Shabbos within approximately 10 minutes40. One instance where this problem arises is when a 
woman wishes to Daven Kabbolas Shabbos at the Kosel and must travel by car after lighting Neiros. The experience of 
Davening at the Kosel cannot be validated as a “necessity”, and would not permit her to make such a stipulation. According 
to some Poskim, if the husband accepts Shabbos with the lighting of his wife, the wife may stipulate that she is not accepting 
Shabbos until later on41. 
 
Since a woman accepts the day of Shabbos at the time of Hadlokas Neiros, she must Daven Mincha prior to lighting42. If she 
forgot to Daven Mincha prior to Hadlokas Neiros, she can make it up by Davening Maariv twice (as discussed in the previous 
issue)43. She may ask another Jew or her husband to perform Melacha for her during this time44. The converse however is 
not true; if the husband has accepted Shabbos, he may not ask his wife to perform Melacha for him, though he may ask 
others to do so45. 
 
If she forgot to light Neiros until after Shkiah, one may still ask a non-Jew to light the Neiros until nightfall46. A Bracha should 
not be made on the Neiros lit by a non-Jew47. A woman who did not light Neiros for Shabbos at all, must light an additional 
candle on all subsequent weeks of her life48. If she merely lit less than the amount of candles she is accustomed to lighting, 
this “fine” does not apply49. This Halacha does not apply to the Neiros of Yom Tov50.  
 
Chazal tell us: ידי חכמיםבנים תלמ' הרגיל בנר הויין לי  – “One who is scrupulous to light Neiros properly will merit children that will 
become Torah scholars”51. The Rishonim dispute if this assurance refers to the Neiros of Shabbos or of Chanukah, or both52. 
May we all merit the fulfillment of this promise through the learning of the Halachos pertaining to Neiros Shabbos and 
Chanukah and their meticulous observance.  
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