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“And Avram said, Hashem, what can you give me [as long as] | remain childless, and the steward of
my house is Damesek Eliezer...”

Rashi, quoting the Yalkut, explains that Avraham’s servant Eliezer was referred to as 1ty*7x jpunT to allude to his occupation
as the primary conveyor of Avraham’s teachings. The word "punT" according to this explanation is actually an acronym for
"DMNK? A0 DN Apwnl AT — “the one who would draw and give to drink from his master’s Torah teachings to others™.
Eliezer served not only as the primary caretaker of Avraham’s estate and his trusted assistant in all of Avraham’s endeavors,
but also as the conduit for transmitting Avraham’s Torah words to the public. Avraham lamented this fact in the above
Passuk, stating that nothing in the world can give him pleasure as long as his primary Torah disciple is a mere Canaanite
slave. (Albeit, one of great knowledge and piety — Eliezer was one of a few select individuals who entered Gan Eden in their

lifetime?.)

The Gemara in Sanhedrin (X"y V1 !0 TN0) states, - "N nwn 117 DX DNIM" MMXIY ,AN™M 27N NN Z70IYY N0 :INIF 20 NI
.N7P02T ,NONIRAN NIYID 11'T - NOINN IAXRT XN ,N7 2T K 77am - NWIIN INRT XN INI¥n yaw 23 nawn'™i - .on'7 X721 nwaim n7 —
‘R’ Yochanan said: An Akum that learns Torah deserves to be put to death, as it says “ Torah was taught to us by Moshe —
our Morashah” — it is our Morashah and not theirs.” The Gemara continues that this prohibition is not included in the Seven
Noachide Laws, since it is included either in the prohibition of stealing or the prohibition of adultery, depending on which of
the two possible explanations for the word “Morashah” are correct. Some explain Morashah to mean an inheritance. Hence,
an Akum that learns from our Torah is stealing our inheritance. Others say that the word should be understood as if it was
read nonixn — betrothed to us. According to this interpretation, an Akum that learns Torah is tantamount to adultery.

The Yaavetz and the Turei Even suggest that since the basis of this prohibition is stealing, if a Jew willingly teaches the Goy
Torah it is permitted. Only if the Goy learns on his own or creates his own Chiddushim is it forbidden. This would clearly only
apply according to the first explanation and not according to the explanation of adultery®.

The status of our Avos as Yisraelim or Goyim is discussed at length by many Acharonim, especially by the Mishne Lamelech
who dedicated an entire Sefer to this subject®. In this issue we will not be delving into this discussion as it requires its own
individual thorough treatment. All agree though, that Eliezer certainly had the status of a non-Jew and should have been
forbidden to learn Torah. The Maharal and the Levush pose this question in last week’s Parshah regarding Noach, who also
learned Torah, why was he permitted to do so°?

One possible explanation may be according to the Lechem Mishna and the Minchas Chinuch, that this prohibition is really
only Midrabanan®. Although the Gemara describes it as deserving death, this does not preclude the prohibition from being of
Rabbinic origin. On the contrary, nn'm an 0mdn NaT 7y "awn 75 — one who transgresses any Rabbinic prohibition is worthy
of death’. Since at that time the Rabbinic decree was not in place, Noach and Eliezer were permitted to learn Torah®.
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The Chasam Sofer infers from the words of the Rambam that only a non-Jew who serves Avodah Zara is forbidden from
learning Torah, observing Shabbos etc. A Goy who has accepted on himself not to worship idols is permitted to learn Torah®.
This may be another possible explanation for Noach and Eliezer.

Following the statement of R’ Yochanan that it is forbidden for an Akum to learn Torah, the Gemara cites a conflicting
statement of R’ Meir that an Akum who learns Torah attains the status of a Kohen Gadol! The Gemara answers that this
refers to an Akum that learns the Seven Noachide Laws that pertain to him. Any of the other parts of the Torah are forbidden
to him'. The Smak in the introduction to his Sefer writes that R’ Meir certainly did not mean that an Akum who studies the
seven laws pertaining to him can literally attain the status of a Kohen Gadol. This definitely cannot be. R’ Meir’s intention in
comparing this Goy to the Kohen Gadol is merely an analogy. Just as the Kohen Gadol is the most exalted of his peers (the
other Kohanim), so too, this Akum is exalted above his fellow Goyim'".

Aside from the prohibition for an Akum to learn Torah, the Gemara in Chagiga cites another prohibition for a Jew to teach a
non-Jew Torah'™. Tosfos asks why is it necessary to have a specific prohibition on a Jew to teach Torah to a non-Jew, since
it is already forbidden for the Akum to learn Torah, hence, one who teaches him would be transgressing the Issur of 11y 197 —
causing another to sin? Tosfos answers that even if the Akum has the ability to learn from another non-dew, it is still
forbidden for a Jew to teach him'>. Some explain the Gemara that it does not refer to teaching Torah but rather to giving over
Torah scrolls and the like into non-Jewish possession™. This is not the correct interpretation according to most Meforshim.

There is a well known story (brought in X"y X" naw) of a non-Jew that came to Shamai and requested that Shamai convert
him on the condition that he teaches him the entire Torah while the Goy stood on one foot. Shamai felt that this was an
outlandish request and chased him away. This same individual subsequently went to Hillel with the same request. Hillel
acquiesced to teach him all of the Torah on one foot and told him, “Whatever actions you do not wish to be done to you, do
not do to your fellow. That is the essence of the Torah, all else is commentary.” The Maharsha points out from this that it is
permitted to teach a non-Jew Torah if the intention is in order that he will convert'. Some explain the reasoning for this is that
the Neshamos of Geirim were also present at Har Sinai'®. R’ Akiva Eiger 7"yt argues that Hillel converted the Ger prior to
teaching him, and it is indeed forbidden to teach a Goy even when his intention is to convert. He concludes that “I am unable
to permit [teaching a Goy Torah prior to his conversion]”". Alternatively, some explain that Hillel taught the Goy in Aramaic,

whereas only teaching in Lashon Hakodesh is forbidden®. This opinion is not mentioned by any Poskim.

A little more than a century ago in Yerushalayim there was a great dispute over the following story. A non-Jew had decided to
become a Ger Tzedek and was given a Bris Milah, but had not yet immersed in a Mikveh as is required to complete the
process of Geirus. The question was therefore posed, is this individual permitted to observe Shabbos as a Jew, or must he
desecrate the Shabbos, since a non-Jew is forbidden from observing Shabbos. One of the Poskim ruled at that time that this
individual must desecrate Shabbos. The Aruch Laner and R’ Shmuel Salant argued that he is permitted to observe
Shabbos. Although apparently the Tosfos Yeshanim was not available to these Torah giants, the Tosfos Yeshanim says
clearly that such a person is required to observe Shabbos since he is already in the process of Geirus®. This would seem to
support the opinion of the Maharsha as well.
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Not all parts of the Torah are forbidden to teach to a Goy. In fact the Rishonim and Acharonim exclude many categories of
Torah from this Issur. Many Acharonim say that only the Oral Law is forbidden to teach and not the Written Torah®'. The
Shoel U'Meishiv argues that both portions of the Torah are equally forbidden®. Some Acharonim say that one is permitted to
learn any portion of the Torah with a Goy as long as one only learns the simple surface explanation and does not delve into
the deeper meaning and understanding®. The Meiri writes that only the “Secrets of the Torah” are forbidden®. It is possible
that he is also referring to the deeper meaning of the Torah and not to Kabbalah per se”®. The Shiltei Giborim states that
teaching Neviim is permitted since it contains the assurance that we will be redeemed from Galus®. The Shlah forbade
teaching even Neviim®.

There are many practical applications for these Halachos. Often teachers in Hebrew Day Schools struggle with this problem,
since unfortunately not all of their students are Jewish. Another Shaaloh posed to R’ Elyashiv x"o"tw was in regard to
broadcasting a Shiur over the radio on a national network. Since it is nearly certain that amongst millions of Goyim at least
one will find the Shiur interesting, does this pose a problem of teaching non-dews Torah? After a lengthy discussion, R’
Elyashiv concludes that only topics that apply to Goyim are permitted to be broadcasted in such a manner. These topics
include any of the Seven Noachide Laws, as well as the Halachos of Taarovos — forbidden mixtures, since this applies to
Goyim with regard to Eiver Min Hachai if it were to get mixed in or cooked with other foods?.

The Meiri explains that the reason a Goy is forbidden to learn Torah is so that they cannot masquerade as Jews®. The Yalkut
Shimoni gives an alternate explanation for why a Goy may not keep Shabbos, which can be applied to teaching Torah as
well. The Yalkut says as follows: 1wxY 0501 Xaw ' AT OY NT |'N'WUNT FAYI'Y K1N0NAT 170 071Y2W 2002 2XANX 12 X'N 0 X
DN 1NXY 0'210N1 XAW 'MID 2'9Y7 ,X'N NIN 7Y ] Al 11 XY 78 a1 "apn |2 [NIX] XD nawn D ?7nnm 2v'n 'K DN
.2 arn — “Said R’ Chiya Bar Abba: The custom of the world is that when a king and his minister are sitting and conversing
privately, one who were to enter and disrupt them would certainly be put to death. The same is true of Shabbos which is a
private meeting between Hashem and Klal Yisrael, a non-Jew who attempts to join in is worthy of death”®. This explanation
is easily applied to the teaching of Torah which is our personal relationship with Hashem.
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