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“The Nile will be infested with frogs, and they will come up and enter your house, your bedroom and
your bed, in the houses of your servants and the nation, in your ovens and kneading bowls...”

The wicked King Nevuchadnetzar had just erected a monolithic golden effigy of himself sixty cubits high and ordered all his
ministers and servants to kneel before the statue. Anyone who dared disobey would be thrown into a fiery furnace.
Chananya, Mishoel and Azaryah are faced with the ultimate choice; defy the direct command of the tyrannical dictator and
face certain death, or bow to the graven image. The Gemara in Pesachim’ tells us that their heroic decision to be thrown into
the blistering furnace was drawn from our Parsha. The Gemara states: nmnryi 7xwm NN IXY NN "N YR OITIN WAT IT TIY
17V1 1IXQ1,1IN2 2N DWUN NWITR 7Y XN 'R D'YTIOY NNl L,0'YTIONA [NXYI JNINI 777 IXW] - UKD [W1D7 DWUN NYITP 7V NXY Nonw
N> NNX 7V - DUN DYITR 7V 1IXAY IR ,0N MNNY YW JNIX TN - 1N 78K DIIXN NNXYA MAR 'MW )nnal 'ian jnaa
.1 — “Also this Todos Ish Romi stated: What did Chananya, Mishoel and Azaryah see to be thrown into a fiery furnace for
Kiddush Hashem? They derived it from the y1ox. If the frogs that are not obligated in the Mitzva of Kiddush Hashem jumped
readily into the hot ovens, (the kneading bowls are adjacent to the ovens only when the ovens are hot), we (who have an
obligation of Kiddush Hashem) should certainly be willing to be thrown into a fiery furnace for Kiddush Hashem.”

The Rishonim point out that several parts of this statement are perplexing. For one, it is well known that for the Aveirah of
worshipping idols one must give his life rather than transgress®. Why would these Tzadikim need to learn from a seemingly
remote source a Halacha that is known to every school-aged child? Tosfos explain that although they were being forced to
bow to a graven image, the purpose was not for religious worship but rather to exhibit their subservience to the authority of
the man it represented. This type of sculpture is called an “Andarta” — a tribute to a king or great leader. Since the statue was
not considered Avodah Zara, it was technically permitted for them to kneel before it*. Others explain that Chananya, Mishoel
and Azarya had the ability to flee, avoiding any confrontation with Nevuchadnetzar. They chose instead to remain in their
positions and defiantly sanctify Hashem’s Name®”.

The question still remains, if Chanaya Mishoel and Azaryah'’s reasoning was based on a Jnini 77 from the frogs; if frogs who
were not obligated in Kiddush Hashem gave their lives, they who are obligated in Kiddush Hashem a fortiori should do so as
well, there must have been an obligation to give their lives. If no obligation existed since it was not an Avodah Zara in what
way were they more strongly obligated than the frogs®? Furthermore, why were the frogs considered not obligated to give
their lives, the Torah specifically states that the frogs would go into the ovens. Entering the ovens was part of the master
command to infest Mitzrayim and not voluntary at all°!
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| heard from 2"n1n 1"In R’ Elya Svei x"0™7w in the name of his father-in-law Rav Kalmanovitch 7"t the following explanation’.
The maleficent despot Nevuchadnetzar was the most powerful ruler of the time and the destroyer of the Beis Hamikdosh. His
focus and lifelong effort was to destroy all that is sacred and eradicate all connection to Hashem and his service. Hence,
although kneeling before an effigy erected to honor a leader is not forbidden as Avodah Zara, the demonstration of
subservience and humility towards the self-declared nemesis of Hashem is a tremendous lack of Kovod Shomayim®. Lacking
a direct source in the Torah requiring martyrdom in this scenario per se, Chananya, Mishoel and Azarya drew a parallel from
the frogs in Mitzrayim. The divine command to the frogs to infest Mitzrayim, did not include specific commands to each frog
where they should go. Each frog could choose whether to go into a bed, a closet, or into a hot oven. Yet, there where frogs
who chose to voluntarily jump into a scolding oven in order to enhance and intensify the glory of Hashem’s Makkos®. Clearly,
if frogs that have no Mitzvah to sanctify Hashem’s Name were willing to jump into fire, they who are commanded to be
Mekadeish Shem Shomayim should do the same.

Interestingly, the Medrash tells us that all the frogs in Mitzrayim died, with the exception of those that jumped into the ovens.
Those who selflessly gave their lives to sanctify Hashem’s Name were the only ones who merited to survive'®. Although
unsure of their own fate'', Chananya, Mishoel, and Azaryah entered the furnace with the confidence that a Kiddush Hashem
was necessary and they should be the ones to create it. We also can learn from them to seize the opportunity when it arises
to selflessly be Mekadeish Shem Shomayim, and not deferring the chance to others.

In the coming week, we will n""'x elaborate on the Halachos of Mesiras Nefesh and some more concepts that we can glean
from this story.
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