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“The Bnei Yisrael entered the sea upon dry land, and the water was a wall to their right and left...”

In the previous issue we discussed some of the concepts that can be derived from the frogs in Mitzrayim regarding Mesirus
Nefesh and Kiddush Hashem. We explained how Chananya, Mishoel and Azarya defied the command of the malevolent
Nevuchadnetzar to bow before an effigy of the latter, at the cost of being thrown into a fiery furnace. The source for their
determination to forfeit their lives rather than cause a Chilul Shem Shomayim was derived from the frogs who chose to jump
into the ovens in order to heighten the intensity of the Kiddush Hashem created by the Makkah. Only those frogs who chose
to jump into the ovens merited to survive'. Those who choose to cast aside their personal interests in the interest of Kovod
Shomayim are the ones who merit Divine protection. In this week’s Parsha as well, we find a similar concept. The Mechilta
tells us that as Klal Yisrael stood at the shores of the Yam Suf, having been promised by Moshe Rabbeinu that the waters
would miraculously split once they entered, the Shevatim were debating who should be the first to enter the raging waters. As
the conversation bore on, Nachshon Ben Aminadav cast all doubt aside and dove straight into the waters of the Yam Suf. As
the water reached above his head, Moshe raised his staff, the sea miraculously split and all of Klal Yisrael crossed on dry
land. As reward for Nachshon’'s unwavering faith and Kiddush Hashem, he merited Malchus — royalty for him and his
descendants?.

The Passuk in Parshas Acharei Mos states: 'n 1 DN 'Ni DTXN DNX NYY' TWUK '09UN DRI 'Mzn IR onnwi — “And you shall
observe my statutes and laws that man shall perform them and live with them, | am Hashem.” Chazal tell us that from here
we see that Mitzvos are intended as a source of life that we should attain life by their fulfillment and not death. Hence all
Mitzvos are put aside in the face of a life threatening situation (Pikuach Nefesh), with the exception of three cardinal sins:
forbidden relations such as adultery and incest, murder, and idolatry®. Only for these three sins is one required to give his life
rather than transgress them. For any other Mitzva in the Torah one should transgress the Mitzva in order to save a life. The
Rishonim dispute if it is permissible to forfeit one’s life voluntarily rather than transgress a regular Mitzva. According to the
Rambam one is not permitted to give his life for such a situation, whereas Tosfos argue that it is permissible (for Mitzvos
D’oraysah*) though not at all required®.
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Even according to the Rambam, in certain scenarios it is permissible for a great leader to forfeit his life as a Kiddush Hashem
for a light Mitzva, such as in the case of Chananya, Mishoel and Azarya®. Furthermore, some Acharonim state that all agree
that regarding transgressing an Issur that involves the consumption of forbidden foods one is permitted to forfeit his life.
Since forbidden foods have a terrible effect on a person’s Neshama, one is permitted to avoid this catastrophic impact by
giving up his life’. The Ohr Hachaim states that one should not transgress Shabbos for a person who will only live a few extra
minutes due to the effort. The Poskim strongly reject this opinion, and state that one is required to transgress Mitzvos even if
the person will only live a few extra minutes®.

Many Meforshim discuss the question of how Pinchas was permitted to become Tamei by killing Zimri, if he had the status of
a Kohein®. One of the explanations given is that since through his valiant act the deadly plague that was massacring Kilal
Yisrael was halted, it was permitted as Pikuach Nefesh'®. Some question this explanation since the act that Pinchas did was
not directly related to the plague and was only a salvation through spiritual merit''. This question can be practically applicable
in many cases where one may wish to use spiritual Segulos or the like to save a life. The question arises if one may
transgress any Issurim for Pikuach Nefesh by way of a Segulah or other spiritual force. One example could be sending a fax
on Shabbos to a great Tzaddik that he should Daven for a deathly ill patient’?. Some point out that this question is actually
the subject of dispute in the Gemara regarding feeding a dog’s liver to a sick person'. According to the Rambam, this
medical treatment was not medicinal and was purely a spiritual healing power™.

In Krias Shema we say every day: 7Tixn 7221 (w91 7021 7227 701 '7iI7x 'n N Manxil — “You shall love Hashem with all your
heart, all your soul, and all of Meodecha”. Chazal offer two explanations for the term “Meodecha” — 1) with all your money, 2)
with all the measures that Hashem measures to you, you should thank Him'". The Gemara in Kesubos relates that although
from the Passuk it would seem that one must expend all of his money on Mitzvos, Chazal made a decree in Usha that one
should not spend more than one-fifth of his money on Mitzvos'®. This was meant to protect a person from causing himself
financial hardship as a result of his prodigality’. The Ran states that this decree is only applicable regarding positive
commandments — Mitzvos Aseh, even if one will miss out on the Mitzva completely. With regard to negative commandments
— Mitzvos Lo Saaseh one must spend all his money to avoid transgressing'®. This ruling is brought by the Rama in Shulchan
Aruch™.

Some Poskim question whether the commandment to forfeit all of one’s money to avoid transgressing an Aveirah is
applicable to all Aveiros or only to those included in the beginning of the Passuk — qw91 7321 — “with all your soul”, which

refers only to the three cardinal sins that one must give his life for®. Some indeed conclude that the obligation to forfeit all of
one’s money is only to prevent the transgression of one of the three cardinal sins, and not for any other Aveirah®'. Although
most Acharonim rule that one must forfeit everything for any Aveirah, some stipulate that only if one will be forced to actively
transgress the Aveirah must he forfeit all his money. If he will only be transgressing the Aveirah in a passive manner without
any action on his part, he is not obligated to do so®.
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Regarding Tzedaka, giving one-fifth of his assets is considered the most munificent level of generosity required®, with the
exception of the following seven situations®:

1) To support Torah learning, one may dedicate more than a fifth of his money, since this is no different than investing in a
partnership where the dividends and profits are shared with the investors. Supporting the learning of Torah, is entering a
lucrative partnership with profits that are reaped for eternity.

2) One who wastes his money on extravagance and lavish opulence is certainly not required to be thrifty in his philanthropy,
and was never included in the decree of Chazal.

3) One who is extremely affluent and does not have to fear bankruptcy by giving away more than 1/5 of his wealth.

4) Similarly, one who has a steady income and will not be faced with financial ruin by giving some of his excess funds away,
may do so even if this is more than a fifth of his current assets.

5) In life threatening situations one is required to contribute even more than 1/5 to save a life.

6) If there are impoverished individuals standing before him asking for help, he may help them even beyond 1/5 of his assets.

7) Some cite another exception: when one is in need of atonement for a sin®.

We will n"'x continue with this subject in the coming issue.
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