2 ED) PPN 1IV3

- —
DYMHP PIMIY 13 <
Yoonsp < N

OED EY7ID 5V 0993 <

‘nn”> rﬁ S&7)

A publication of K’hal Adath Jeshurun of Monsey tOED 975 '

In the past two issues we discussed various concepts involving Mesirus Nefesh, with one’s self and money. As we already
mentioned briefly, the Torah commands us to live by the Mitzvos — nna 'n1 and not die for a Mitzvah. Hence, for nearly all
Mitzvos in most situations, one is not required to give his life in order to perform them or avoid transgressing a Mitzvah. One
may even be forbidden to do so voluntarily' (see Issue #77). Only for the three cardinal Aveiros: forbidden relations such as
adultery and incest, murder, and idolatry?, one who gives his life rather than transgressing one of them has performed the
quintessential Kiddush Hashem by forfeiting his own life in deference of Kovod Shomayim?.

One who capitulates to the threat of death and transgresses the Aveirah, having failed to perform the Mitzvah of Jma mwTj
28w 1 — “And | shall be sanctified amongst the Bnei Yisrael”, has transgressed the Aveirah of ‘w17 ow nx 177nn X721 — “You
shall not desecrate My holy Name™. The Rishonim dispute if one who transgressed one of the three Aveiros under the threat
of death is punishable for the sin in Beis Din. According to the Rambam he is considered having performed the Aveirah under
duress (011x) and is not held accountable for the sin®. Other Rishonim state that since these Aveiros are forbidden even under
duress, one who transgresses them is always accountable regardless of the situation®.

According to the Baal Hamaor, if the Akum is forcing the Jew to transgress one of the three cardinal sins for the Akum’s
personal benefit one is not required to give his life’. (This would not apply to the Aveirah of murder, since this is forbidden no
matter what the motivation®, see below) The Ramban argues that one must give his life for any of the three Aveiros
regardless of the Akum’s motivation®. Some explain the basis for the above two disputes as follows: There are two ways to
understand why we are required to forfeit our lives for the three cardinal sins: One, that the intrinsic severity of the Aveirah
dictates that even the threat of death is not a sufficient reason to transgress them'®. Another way to understand is that one is
not required to forfeit his life for these Aveiros because of their intrinsic stringency, rather one must do so out of obligation to
sanctify Hashem’s Name. These Aveiros more than any others are a Chillul Hashem when they are transgressed even under
duress'.
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According to the first understanding that these Aveiros are forbidden due to their intrinsic stringency, one would clearly be
held accountable for the full punishment for the Aveirah regardless of the duress he was experiencing’. It would also be
irrelevant if the Akum is forcing him for personal benefit or to cause him to transgress an Aveirah. In either case one is
forbidden to transgress the Aveirah due to its extreme severity’>. According to the second explanation that it is not the
severity of the Aveirah itself that mandates the forfeiture of one’s life, rather it is the Mitzva of Kiddush Hashem, one who
transgressed the Aveirah under duress has only transgressed this Mitzva of Kiddush Hashem and would not be liable for the
punishment of the Aveirah itself'*. Furthermore, if the intent of the Akum is not to desecrate Hashem’s Name by causing a
Jew to perform an Aveirah, rather his intent is purely for personal gain, the Mitzva of Kiddush Hashem would not apply and
one would be permitted to transgress the Aveirah to save one’s life'.

The first of the three cardinal sins for which one must give up his life for, is the Aveirah of serving Avodah Zara. Chazal tell us
that when the Torah states that one must serve Hashem w91 751 — with all your soul, it refers to Avodah Zara, since one
who acknowledges Avodah Zara has abnegated the entire Torah'. Attributing power to anything other than Hashem is
diametrically opposed to all the basic tenets of the Torah. The Shulchan Aruch states that even to say to a non-Jew that “I am
an idol worshipper like you” is forbidden, and one must give his life rather than admitting that he believes in Avodah Zara'’.
Furthermore, if the non-Jew tells him to transgress a different Aveirah that is not so stringent, in order to show his
denouncement of the Jewish faith, he is obligated to forfeit his life rather than transgress the Aveirah®.

When Kial Yisrael wished to create the Eigel Hazahav — The Golden Calf, they forcibly conscripted Aharon Hakohen to lead
the effort. Aharon attempted to delay the completion of the idol, but did participate in its ultimate creation. According to the
Ramban, although fashioning an idol is not considered serving Avodah Zara (and Aharon certainly had no part in the worship
of the Golden Calf), it is still included in this general category, and one must forfeit his life rather than transgress (see
below)'. Moshe refrained from admonishing Aharon for his lapse in self-sacrifice and chose only to admonish him for
causing the rest of Klal Yisrael to sin, out of respect for his elder brother®. Rashi explains Moshe’s admonishment in a
different manner. Moshe inquired "ntn nyn 17 nwy nn" — “In what ways did the nation torture you to cause you to break down
and create the Golden Calf?”?'. Some Rishonim are of the opinion that one is not required to endure severe endless torture,
even for Mitzvos that one must give up his life for?. According to this opinion we can understand Rashi’s explanation.

Self-sacrifice for the Aveirah of o' ni>'ow — murder is not derived from any Passuk®, rather Chazal tell us that it is derived
from logical reasoning. In Chazal’s words: "'®0 7ni0 7NanT XAT XN7'T,'00 Io T T XnTT N'Tn '’n" — “How do you know that
your blood is redder than your friend’s, maybe his blood is redder than yours™. Rashi explains this as follows: why should
one person be allowed to save his life by ending another’s, how does he know that his own life is more valuable to Hashem
than that of his fellow’s?®? Others add that one never can know which person is destined to live a longer life, having greater
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ability to perform more Mitzvos®. Although in some cases this reasoning arguably may not apply (i.e. the other person is on
his deathbed), the Acharonim state that one must give his life rather than take another’s in all scenarios®’. One may also not
provide weapons to Goyim that wish to kill Jews, in order to save his own life®. If the Goyim wish to force a person to Kkill
someone passively (i.e. they will throw him forcibly on a child, killing the child), one does not need to give up his life®*.

The Sefer Chasidim writes that if an Akum threatens two people to kill one of them, if one is a Talmid Chochom, the non-
Talmid Chochom should volunteer to be killed instead of the Talmid Chacham®. R’ Moshe Feinstein explains that this is only
true when neither of the two have been singled out for death. If one person has been singled out for death, another person
may not volunteer to die in his place, even if the victim is a Talmid Chacham®'. The only exception to this is when by forfeiting
one’s life one will save many Jewish lives®. Some argue that even to save all of Klal Yisrael one is not required to give his
own life. For this reason, Moshe was only required to return to Mitzrayim to save Klal Yisrael after the danger of Pharaoh
executing him had passed™®.

The Rishonim write that not only do these three sins themselves mandate self-sacrifice. Even other Aveiros that are
considered mere subsidiaries of these three main Aveiros require one to forfeit his life rather than transgress them®. Such
Aveiros are called 1n'rax of the primary Aveirah. For example, possessing Avodah Zara or fashioning an idol would be
considered 1n*rax of Avodah Zara®. Acts that are forbidden Midrabanan as extensions of these three primary Aveiros are
also considered in*1ax and one must give his life for them®. The Rishonim dispute if this applies to those actions forbidden
as |'v n'xn (acts that are seemingly forbidden when viewed by others)”’. One well known case of this was the story of
Miriam and her seven children (other Midrashim mention this same story with a woman named Chana during a different
era®) who were commanded to bow before an idol by the Caesar. One by one, each of her children refused to bow and were
executed on the spot. When the last and youngest son was brought forth, the Caesar told him that if he does not wish to
actually bow before the idol, he can save himself by bending down to retrieve the Caesar’s ring that he would drop on the
floor. In this way it would seem to the audience that the child had obeyed the Caesar and the child would not need to die. The
child refused even this request and he too was executed®. Although bending down to pick up the ring was only |'v n'xn it
was considered in"rax of Avodah Zara and worthy of self-sacrifice.
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Chazal tell us that embarrassing another person publicly is tantamount to having killed him*’. For this reason Chazal tell us
"D'272 NN 19 27 R WK (WD M7 myxy 7o'y 0TX7 17 nn" — “It is better that one should be thrown into a fiery furnace
rather than embarrass his fellow in public”. This dictum is derived from Tamar who was willing to be burnt to death rather than
embarrassing Yehuda in public*'. The Meiri comments that Chazal did not mean that shaming another person is literally
murder, rather it was meant to highlight the severity of hurting another’s feelings*?. Many Rishonim argue on this explanation,
and consider embarrassing another as in*rax of murder and requiring Mesirus Nefesh*’. Rabbeinu Yonah and others cite
this dictum as a Halachic ruling*. Publicly embarrassing another person is defined as shaming him in front of two others,
aside from the speaker®. This Halacha applies even when embarrassing a child®. Interestingly, R* Shiomo Zalman Aurbach
7"x1 asks, if we are to take this dictum of Chazal as a Halachic ruling (as most Rishonim do), why are we not permitted to be
Mechallel Shabbos in order to save another person from embarrassment, just as we would do to save his life?*’

Another Aveirah that Chazal compare to murder is stealing from another person. The Gemara in Bava Kama states, %7rian ‘70"
"nnn mnwa 70n 17'80 NV NIv NN Nx — “One who steals from his friend the value of a Perutah is as if he has taken his
soul from him™®, The Rishonim argue whether one is permitted to steal from another person in order to save his own life*.
Several other statements of Chazal seem to support this concept, that stealing money or otherwise destroying someone
else’s property is forbidden even to save one’s life*.

Even for Aveiros that are not included in the three cardinal sins, there are two scenarios in which one would be required to
give his life. The first such scenario is during a period of Gezeiras Shmad — a decree by the government to abolish a specific
Mitzva or all Mitzvos. In such a scenario one must forfeit his life for any Mitzva (or even a Minhag) that is being abolished by
the government. The second such scenario is when the Aveirah will be transgressed in front of ten Jews, provided that the
Goy’s intention is to cause an Aveirah to be transgressed and not merely for his personal benefit. Since by transgressing the
Aveirah he will cause a public Chilul Hashem, he must give up his life rather transgress any Aveirah®".

One who is about to be killed Al Kiddush Hashem recites a Bracha "nana mw w7 nrxi rnixna nup Wwx".% Although
normally one cannot make a Bracha on a Mitzva that is not in his own hands to perform (i.e. the Goy may not actually fulffill
his threat), in this case even if the Goy does not ultimately kill him, a Kiddush Hashem has been created and a Bracha is
recited®®. When the famous Ger Tzedek of Vilna was burned at the stake, the Vilna Gaon instructed him to recite this Bracha
(with the introductory paragraph — '151 xin nnx), and the author of the Sefer nTiavn whiwi Tio' mingled with the crowd in order
to respond Amen®*. May we be Zocheh to always live our lives in a way that is Mekadeish Shem Shomayim.
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